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Each month we will spotlight a book

for our readers!

Trojans Fine Arts Showcase

Brooks County Trojans Fine Arts Showcase
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On Friday, March 25, 2022, some of Brooks County School
District's most talented Trojans put their talents on display at the
Brooks County Schools Fine Arts Showcase. Staff, students, and
members of the community came out to Brooks County High
School's Performing Arts Center to enjoy a night celebrating the
arts and welcoming back to her alma mater as the guest speaker,
Dr. Adrian Holsendolph. Dr. Holsendolph is a �rm believer in the
power of the arts as she was a member of the �ne arts program
in middle and high school right here in Brooks County!
 
Dr. Holsendolph spent her morning at the Early Learning Center
reading her book, Isaiah and The Brown Prickly Tree, before joining the community at the Fine
Arts Showcase. Dr. Holsendolph attended Fort Valley State University where she earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in Veterinary Science and Tuskegee University where she earned a
Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine. After graduation from Tuskegee University, Dr. Holsendolph
moved to Nevada where she is a small animal veterinarian with special interests in surgery
and pathology. While much of her time is devoted to her patients and clients, Dr. Holsendolph
continues to evolve in her other areas of interest as an author and podcaster. One of her
greatest inspirations for writing children’s books is her four year old nephew who she adores
and admires his passion for learning at such a young age. "Watching him learn at the age of
two and then recite what he had learned, not only stunned me but probed me to do more with
my capabilities. So here I am, an author with more to come!"
 
This event was brought to the community through a collaboration between the Brooks County
Literacy Action Committee (LAC) and the Brooks County Fine Arts program. Chairman Beth
Lee shared that there are several outreach events planned for this summer, and the committee
would love to share more about the mission of their work. "We are excited about the things
planned to promote literacy throughout Brooks County and would love to expand the reach of
the committee and Ferst Readers of Brooks County by welcoming new community members
at our monthly meetings!" To learn more about joining the efforts of the Brooks County LAC,
email readmorebrooks@gmail.com, or follow the BC Little Libraries page on Facebook.

Read More Brooks - A District Approach to
Increasing Literacy Skills
Throughout the month of March, schools throughout the district participated in a variety of
activities to demonstrate the importance of reading! Read Across America Day 2022 was
recognized on Wednesday, March 2, 2022. This day commemoriates the joys of reading and
brings awareness to the importance of reading in education while motivating students to read
more.
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Supporting Beginning Readers!
It can be so exciting when a child begins to read! Beginning
readers are starting to put it all together, and are often eager to
do it all by themselves. As a parent, it’s important to support their
efforts in a positive way and help them along the reading path.
Here’s a little information about beginning readers, and a few
pointers to keep in mind.
 
A beginning reader:
 

can name the letters in the alphabet and can tell you many of the letter sounds
understands the concept of a “word”
is beginning to recognize a few words within text or from a list
is beginning to represent the � rst and maybe last sound of a word when trying to spell

 
When reading with a beginning reader:
 

Model �ngerpoint reading. That means to follow the words with your �nger from left to
right as you read them. Your beginning reader will do the same thing for awhile.
Practice patience! Beginning readers may read slowly. Give your child time to decode the
words, and avoid jumping in too quickly.
Encourage attention to letters and sounds. If your child is stuck on a word, prompt them
to look at the � rst letter of the word and make the letter’s sound. Of course, only do this
for words that can be sounded out! If the word can’t be sounded out, just supply the word
for them.
Talk about the story. When your child is � nished with a book, be sure to talk about what
happened in the story, and maybe re-read favorite parts.
Let them know how proud you are! By sharing a book with a child, you’re sharing the joys
and excitement of reading.

 
For more tips on how to help your beginning reader, follow BC Little Libraries on Facebook or
Let's Read More Brooks on Instagram!

Understanding the GSE Reading Standards
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Check out this infographic on the reading standards to better understand how to support your
Trojan in his/her reading tasks.

What can Ferst Readers expect in the month
of April?
Imagine a young child receiving a book in the mail every month until the age of �ve. What
better way to say reading is important? Children enrolled in the Ferst Program receive a new
book every month in the mail until their 5th birthday. There is absolutely no cost (ever) to
registered children in participating areas! The program is made possible through the
partnership with local, all-volunteer Community Action Teams (CATs).
 
This month's books are all classic stories, and we are excited to see which book arrives on
our Trojans' doorsteps!



What is Ferst

Readers?

How can I

donate?

Why is this

important?
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Brooks County Literacy Advocates, Ferst Readers of Brooks
County is seeking to partner with community organizations to
host literacy events in common gathering locations. If your
church or community organization is interested in helping
make a tremendous impact on the lives of Brooks County
residents, this is where you can jump in to to help! We want to
improve access and opportunity to literacy resources
throughout the community, so please consider making a
difference through this partnership.
 
Please email ReadMoreBrooks@gmail.com if your civic
organization or church would like to partner with us for
community literacy activities and events!

Follow us on Instagram! We are expanding our community outreach through social media and
need your support!
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Facebook @bcs_trojans
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