
Current Childhood Vaccination Rates
• 40% of parents said their child had 

missed a vaccination because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

• There's been a 71% drop in health care 
visits for 7- to 17-year olds, ages when 
critical vaccines are given. 

Risks to Delaying Immunization
It's vital not to skip or delay your child's 
immunizations. Without vaccinations, we risk 
outbreaks in our communities of preventable 
childhood diseases that were on the rise before 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit the country. Vaccine-
preventable diseases can be extremely serious, 
require hospitalization, or even be deadly—
especially in young children. Parents and 
caregivers have the power to protect children for 
a lifetime against dangerous diseases like polio, 
measles, whooping cough, and meningitis, which 
can spread easily among unvaccinated children 
and adults. 

How to Avoid Overlapping Vaccinations
Many adolescents will be eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine in summer 2021, but one 
complication is that you cannot receive another 
vaccine for 14 days before or after a COVID-19 
vaccine. For the two-dose regimen, that’s a 
54-day period. Be mindful of this mandate and 
schedule your children's vaccinations now to 
avoid having to choose between inoculating 
against COVID-19 versus other diseases.

Find Out if Your Child Is on Target
The CDC and Prevention and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics recommend that every 
child receive essential vaccinations during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. Check with your child's 
pediatrician to see if they're on target.

Get Your Child Back on Track 
Good news: It’s not too late to vaccinate. Medical 
and public health experts at the CDC have 
developed recommendations and a timeline 
to get your children back on schedule. Most 
childhood vaccines are covered by insurance or 
free to children who might not be able to afford 
them. Families not covered by insurance or who 
cannot afford a visit to the doctor can obtain 
free vaccinations through a federal program 
administered by local entities. 

Visit getvaxfacts.org for full details and more 
information on getting your child vaccinated. 

Stay Up-to-Date on Your 
Child's Immunizations
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Millions of children and adolescents are behind on critical immunizations that will keep them safe and 
allow for a return to in-person learning or resume sports activities. Learn about the risks of missing 

vaccinations and how to make sure your child is caught up on immunizations. 

Source: The Power to Protect Children from Deadly Diseases, "Are You 
Caught Up on Your Child's Immunizations?" GetVaxFacts.org

http://getvaxfacts.org
http://GetVaxFacts.org

