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LEARNING AND LEADING EVERY DAY 

 
Dear Charleston Middle School Parents, 

 

Our students take federally required assessments every Spring. These assessments help us understand how our students are growing 

academically, compared to their peers across the state. The state uses this information to provide more support and resources to the 

schools in the greatest need. This year, the English language arts and math assessment for grades 3-8 is called the Illinois Assessment 

of Readiness (IAR). Charleston Middle School will be testing on March 28th ,29th, 30th and April 4th , 5th , 6th  .   If a student 

misses any of those days, test make-ups will have to be done.    

 

The Illinois Assessment of Readiness is almost exactly the same this year as the assessment that students took last year, except 

students will be taking a third test in the area of reading. The Illinois Assessment of Readiness measures the same Illinois Learning 

Standards and includes the same high-quality test questions that teachers and students have become familiar with over the past years. 

 

My message to you today is to not worry about this test and most definitely do not let your child worry.  We encourage students to do 

THE BEST THEY CAN.  We certainly want students to work hard, give it their best effort, and show us what they know.  The scores 

help us to plan ways to improve our instruction and help teachers design specific strategies to help your child.  That is all! This test 

does NOT determine if your child moves on to the next grade level, does not impact their grades, and is not used for educational 

placement decisions.   

 

Many parents ask what they can do to help prepare their child for these tests.  Please be assured that the teachers have been working 

with the children for some time to help them get familiar and comfortable with the test format and understand what to expect.  Their 

goal is for students to be as confident as possible going into the test. Here are a few things that you can do to help us with this: 

✓ Make sure your child gets plenty of rest (early bed times please!).  It’s hard to concentrate and perform well when 
you’re tired. 

✓ Get your child’s day started with a healthy breakfast.  If he/she eats at school, we will help with that.  If he/she eats at 
home, then it’s a good time to make sure you provide less sugary breakfasts that give children a crash mid-morning 
(right in the middle of the test maybe).  Try protein, whole grains and fruits.   

✓ Please get your child to school on time.  Some classes may start the test right at the beginning of the day.  Once the test 
has started, no student may enter the testing room. So, if your child is late, he/she will wait in the office and have to 
make it up at a later time, which means being pulled from class to get it finished. 

✓ Let’s hope for good health.  Please do the best you can to have your child at school every day of testing.  We understand 
illness happens. We ask that students do their best to be here. 

✓ Please make sure your child’s computer is fully charged each night before testing because they will be using their device 
to test.    

✓ Students are encouraged to bring their own headphones for testing which do have to be utilized for the English 
Language Assessment on April 4th-6th .    If they do not have headphones, CMS will provide headphones to them.     

 

If you have any questions about the IAR test, feel free to contact me for more information. Thank you for your support. 

       

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Robert Lynn, CMS Principal 
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