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Dear Families,

It is with a very heavy heart that we share sad news with you about a family member of our school
community, Jessie Owens, who was the victim of a fatal car accident.  Jessie was an important part
of our school family and she will be missed.  Memorial arrangements are pending and will be
shared out as soon as more details are known.

The Holyoke staff was notified this morning prior to school starting and the student’s grade level
peers were notified by 8:30 this morning.  Our school counselors, members of BOCES staff, and
clergy from the community were present in the building when the students were notified of the
news and supported them as they processed the information.  They were also in the school today
to help support any needs that students or staff had.  These same individuals along with additional
supports will be in the school again as needed the rest of next week and following weeks.

Death affects us all differently and can be a difficult conversation to have with your student.  We
encourage you to spend some time with your student to talk with them about Jessie, to reassure
them and to answer any questions that they might have.  

We encourage the following guidelines:
● Respond to comments by acknowledging the death and feelings (happy memories, sad for

loss)
● Be simple and straightforward. Discuss death in developmentally appropriate terms for the

age of your student.
○ Use words such as “death,” “die,” or “dying” in your conversations and avoid

euphemisms such as “they went away,” “they are sleeping,” “departed,” and “passed
away.” Such euphemisms are abstract and may be confusing, especially for younger
children.

● Discuss how to be a good friend when anyone experiences a loss, i.e. sending cards, kind
words.

● Maintain routines and schedules as much as possible
● Remind students that adults are the best go-to people to answer questions.  Identify who

those people are (a particular teacher, counselor, etc).
● Be ready to answer the same questions over and over as this is how children and young

adults will process information.



If children ask questions or speculate about details of the death:
● Do not go into details about Jessie’s death - it is OK to share that at this point we do not

know details.
● Let children guide the discussion and keep answers developmentally appropriate - most

questions can be satisfied with simple answers
● Remind your student to be respectful of Jessie’s family - do not share rumors or information

that is not true or could be hurtful to the family
● Make sure that your student is not listening to adult conversations that can be scary or

confusing

Children and teens are resilient and we expect that with consistency in home and school routine,
contact with friends and supportive adults, and supportive conversation as needed that they will
feel safe and part of a caring, supportive community. If your child demonstrates signs of distress
please do not hesitate to call us for ideas or support. You can call your child’s teachers, school
administrators, or school counselor.

There are also resources available from the Colorado Crisis Services and their contact information
is  1-844-493-8255 or you can text TALK to 38255.

Please know that we are here to support and help our students during this difficult time and are
available to visit any time.
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