
GRADES 9, 10, 11, AND 12 

ANCIENT WORLD HISTORY 
 

Units of Credit:  

One Year (Elective)  

 

Prerequisites:  

None  

 

Course Overview:  

World History is designed to trace the development of humans from earliest times to the 18th century. 

This course emphasizes that geography, religion, and culture plays a great part in shaping eastern, 

western, and African civilizations. It includes the exploration of political, economic, and social 

systems in history and the cultural achievements and contributions of the civilizations.  

Students will identify and understand major events, ideas, and characteristics of civilizations. They 

will investigate current issues to discover the relevance of history to the present. Students will be 

provided a variety of learning experiences including lecture and note taking, group projects, research, 

multi-media presentations, stimulation exercises, and role-playing. 
 

GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade 

Ancient World History Topics by Quarter:  

 

Quarter 1:   

Prehistory  

Ancient Mesopotamia  

Judaism  

Ancient Egypt 

Ancient India 

Ancient China 

 

Quarter 2: 

Greek civilization  

Roman civilization  

Rise of Christianity  

Aryan civilization 

Rise of Hinduism and Buddhism 

Early Chinese dynasties  

Confucianism, Legalism, Daoism 

Ancient China (Shang and Zhou) 

Greek civilization 

Rise of Christianity  

 

Quarter 3:  

Byzantine civilization  

Islamic civilization 

Medieval Europe 

Renaissance and Reformation  

OPI MONTANA STANDARDS 

THE SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT 

STANDARDS FOR NINTH THROUGH 

TWELFTH GRADE  

1. The civics and government content 

standards for ninth through twelfth 

grade are that each student will: 

a. analyze and evaluate the ideas 

and principles contained in the 

foundational documents of the 

United States, and explain how 

they establish a system of 

government that has powers, 

responsibilities, and limits 

b. analyze the impact of 

constitutions, laws, treaties and 

international agreements on the 

maintenance of international 

relationships. 

c. evaluate the impact of 

international agreements on 

contemporary world issues 

d. apply civic virtues and 

democratic principles when 

working with others. 

e. explain how citizens and 

institutions address social and 



Civilizations of Africa and the Americas 

Exploration and Colonization 

 

Quarter 4:  

East Asian Civilizations 

Feudal period of Japan and Civilization of 

Southeast Asia 

Period of absolute monarchs in Europe  

Revolution in England  

Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment  

French Revolution 

 

 

 

political problems at the local, 

state, tribal, national and/or 

international level 

f. evaluate the American 

governmental system 

compared to international 

governmental systems 

g. explain the foundations and 

complexity of sovereignty for 

federally recognized 16tribes 

in Montana  

h. evaluate appropriate 

deliberative processes in 

multiple settings. 

i. evaluate government 

procedures for making civic 

decisions at the local, state, 

19national, tribal, and 

international levels 

j. analyze historical, 

contemporary, and emerging 

means of changing societies, 

promoting the common good, 

and protecting rights 

k. analyze the impact and roles of 

personal interests and 

perspectives on the application 

of civic virtues, democratic 

principles, constitutional 

rights, and human rights 

l. evaluate citizens’ and 

institutions’ effectiveness in 

ensuring civil rights at the 

local, state, tribal, national, and 

international level 

2. The economics content standards for 

ninth through twelfth grade are that 

each student will: 

a. analyze how incentives impact 

economic choices and their 

costs and benefits for different 

groups, including American 

Indians 

b. explain how economic cycles 

affect personal financial 

decisions 



c. analyze the ways in which 

incentives influence what is 

produced and distributed in a 

market system 

d. evaluate the extent to which 

competition among sellers and 

among buyers exists 35in 

specific markets 

e. describe the consequences of 

competition in specific 

markets. 

f. evaluate benefits, costs, and 

possible outcomes of 

government policies to 

38improve market outcomes 

g. use current data to explain the 

influence of changes in 

spending, production, and the 

money supply on various 

economic conditions. 

h. use economic indicators to 

analyze the current and future 

state of the economy 

i. evaluate the selection of 

monetary and fiscal policies in 

a variety of economic 

conditions  

3. The geography content standards for 

ninth through twelfth grade are that 

each student will: 

a. use geospatial reasoning to 

create maps to display and 

explain the spatial patterns of 

cultural and environmental 

characteristics 

b. use geographic data to analyze 

variations in the spatial 

patterns of cultural and 

environmental characteristics 

at multiple scales  

c. use maps, satellite images, 

photographs, and other 

representations to explain 

relationships between the 

locations of places and regions 



and their political, cultural, and 

economic dynamics 

d. analyze relationships and 

interactions within and 

between human and physical 

systems to explain reciprocal 

influences that occur among 

them. 

e. evaluate the impact of human 

settlement activities on the 

environmental, political, 14and 

cultural characteristics of 

specific places and regions 

f. analyze the role of geography 

on interactions and conflicts 

between various cultures in 

Montana, the U.S. and the 

world 

g. evaluate the influence of long-

term climate variability on 

human migration and 

settlement patterns, resource 

use, and land uses at local-to-

global scales. 

h. evaluate the consequences of 

human-made and natural 

catastrophes on global trade, 

politics, and human migration. 

4. The history content standards for ninth 

through twelfth grade are that each 

student will: 

a. analyze how unique 

circumstances of time, place, 

and historical contexts shape 

individuals' lives. 

b. analyze change and continuity 

in historical eras in US and 

world history. 

c. identify ways in which people 

exercise agency in difficult 

historical, contemporary, and 

tribal contexts 

d. analyze multiple, and complex 

causal factors that have shaped 

major events in US and world 



history, including American 

Indian history 

e. explain events in relation to 

both their intended and 

unintended consequences, 

including governmental 

policies impacting American 

Indians 

f. distinguish between long-term 

causes and triggering events in 

developing a 32historical 

argument 

g. analyze how historical, social, 

political, ideological, and 

economic contexts shape 

people’s perspectives 

h. analyze the ways in which the 

perspectives of those writing 

history shaped the history they 

produced 

i. evaluate how historiography is 

influenced by perspective and 

available historical sources 

j. analyze unique perspectives of 

American Indians in US 

History. 

k. evaluate the limitations, biases, 

and credibility of various 

sources, especially regarding 

misinformation, myths, and 

stereotypes regarding 

American Indians 

l. analyze multiple historical 

sources to pursue further 

inquiry and investigate 1 

additional sources 

m. integrate evidence from 

multiple relevant historical 

sources and interpretations into 

a reasoned argument about 

past and present people, 

events, and ideas  

n. construct arguments which 

reflect understanding and 

analysis of multiple historical 



sources, perspectives, and 

contexts 
 COMMON CORE LITERACY STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 

READING  (Informational) 

 

RST.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of science and 
technical texts, attending to the precise 
details of explanations or descriptions. 
 
RST.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or 
conclusions of a text; trace the text’s 
explanation or depiction of a complex 
process, phenomenon, or concept; provide 
an accurate summary of the text. 
RST.9-10.3 Follow precisely a complex 
multistep procedure when carrying out 
experiments, taking measurements, or 
performing technical tasks, attending to 
special cases or exceptions defined in the 
text. 
 
RST.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of 
symbols, key terms, and other domain-
specific words and phrases as they are 
used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 9–10 texts and 
topics. 
 
RST.9-10.5 Analyze the structure of the 
relationships among concepts in a text, 
including relationships among key terms 
(e.g., force, friction, reaction force, energy). 
 
RST.9-10.6 Analyze the author’s purpose 
in providing an explanation, describing a 
procedure, or discussing an experiment in 
a text, defining the question the author 
seeks to address. 
 
RST.9-10.7 Translate quantitative or 
technical information expressed in words in 
a text into visual form (e.g., a table or 
chart) and translate information expressed 
visually or mathematically (e.g., in an 
equation) into words. 

 
RST.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the 
reasoning and evidence in a text support 
the author’s claim or a recommendation for 

WRITING 

WHST.9-10.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 

 

WHST.9-10.1a Introduce precise claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an organization 
that establishes clear relationships among 
the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

 

WHST.9-10.1b Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly, supplying data and 
evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and 
counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form 
and in a manner that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

 

WHST.9-10.1c Use words, phrases, and 
clauses to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

 

WHST.9-10.1d Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing. 

 

WHST.9-10.1e Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from or 
supports the argument presented. 

 

WHST.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory 
texts, including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 

 

WHST.9-10.2a Introduce a topic and 
organize ideas, concepts, and information to 
make important connections and distinctions; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

 



solving a scientific or technical problem. 
 
RST.9-10.9 Compare and contrast findings 
presented in a text to those from other 
sources (including their own experiments, 
and knowledge derived from American 
Indian cultures), noting when the findings 
support or contradict previous explanations 
or accounts. 
 
RST.9-10.10 By the end of grade 10, read 
and comprehend science/technical texts in 
the grades 9–10 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
 
RH.11-12.1Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 
 
RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 
 
RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various explanations 
for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual 
evidence, acknowledging where the text 
leaves matters uncertain. 
 
RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term 
over the course of a text (e.g., how 
Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 
10; how the use of "sovereignty" in official 
documents impacts political and legal 
relationships). 
 
RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a 
complex primary source is structured, 
including how key sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the text contribute to 
the whole.  
 
RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’, 
incorporating American Indian authors, 

WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 

 

WHST.11-12.1a Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), establish the 
significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that logically 
sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 

WHST.11-12.1b Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying 
the most relevant data and evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims 
in a discipline-appropriate form that 
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and possible biases. 

 

WHST.11-12.1c Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied syntax to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons and evidence, 
and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

 

WHST.11-12.1d Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing. 

 

WHST.11-12.1e Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from or 
supports the argument presented. 

 

WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory 
texts, including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 

 

WHST.11-12.2a Introduce a topic and 
organize complex ideas, concepts, and 
information so that each new element builds 
on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 



differing points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 
 
RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or solve a problem. 
 
RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author’s premises, 
claims, and evidence by corroborating or 
challenging them with other information. 
Include texts by and about Tribal Nations. 
 
RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from 
diverse sources, including American Indian 
sources, both primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of an idea or 
event, noting discrepancies among 
sources. 
 
RH.11-12.10 Integrate information from 
diverse sources, including American Indian 
sources, both primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of an idea or 
event, noting discrepancies among 
sources. 

WHST.11-12.2b Develop the topic thoroughly 
by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 
 

 

 

IEFA: ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS GRADES 9-12: FOCUS AREAS  

MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED 

20-1-501  

Indian Education for All  
Recognition of American Indian cultural 

heritage—legislative intent.  

(1) It is the constitutionality declared policy of 

this state to recognize the distinct and unique 

cultural heritage of American Indians and to be 

committed in its educational goals to the 

preservation of their cultural heritage.  

 

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that in 

accordance with Article X, section 1(2), of the 

Montana constitution:  

 

(a) Every Montana, whether Indian or non-

Indian, be encouraged to learn about the distinct 

and unique heritage of American Indians in a 

culturally-responsive manner; and  

 

 Ancient World History: Learner 

Competencies  
AWH1. Students will trace the changes in 

human evolution, emphasizing the recent 

finds of early hominids in Africa.  

1. Students will examine the life and migration 

of the early hominids and trace the recent finds 

beginning with Lucy.  

2. Students will compare the cultures of 

Paleolithic and Neolithic societies.  

 

AWH2. Students will understand the unique 

characteristics of the early river valley 

civilizations.  
 

1. Students will show how geography shaped 

the civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt.  

2. Students will examine the centralized 

government (theocracy) of Ancient Egypt and 



(b) Every educational agency and all 

educational personnel will work cooperatively 

with Montana tribes or those tribes that are in 

close proximity, when providing instruction or 

when implementing an educational goal or 

adopting a rule related to the education of each 

Montana citizen, to include information specific 

to the cultural heritage and contemporary 

contributions of American Indians, with 

particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribal 

groups and governments.  

 

(3) It is also the intent of this part, predicated on 

the belief that all school personnel should have 

an understanding and awareness of Indian tribes 

to help them relate effectively with Indian 

students and parents, that educational personnel 

provide means by which school personnel will 

gain an understanding of and appreciation for 

the American Indian people.  

 

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 527, L. 1999.  
1. Lesson Plans for incorporating IEFA can be 
found at numerous locations, including 
www.opi.mt.gov  
 

the development of law in Babylonian 

civilization.  

3. Students will understand the unique character 

of the monotheism of the Israelites.  

4. Students will examine why the Harappan 

civilization was unique and why ancient China 

(Shang) can be called the oldest continuing 

civilization.  

 

AWH3. Students will trace the development 

of Hinduism and Buddhism.  

 

1. Students will examine how Hinduism 

evolved out of Aryan cultural and religious 

practices.  

2. Students will know the beliefs of Hinduism 

and how it practiced today.  

3. Students will understand how Buddhism 

evolved from Hinduism.  

4. Students will know the practices of 

Buddhism and reasons for its spread.  

 

AWH4. Students will understand the 

importance of rise of centralized dynasties in 

China and the philosophies that evolved 

when China was divided.  

 

1. Students will examine how the unrest of the 

Zhou dynasty leads to the development of 

Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism.  

2. Students will understand the philosophies of 

Confucianism, Legalism and Daoism.  

3. Students will compare the Qin and Han 

dynasties.  

 

AWH5. Students will learn and appreciate 

the importance of the Greek civilization and 

its impact on modern Western civilization.  

 

1. Students will examine the Greek emphasis on 

humanism and how that made Greek 

civilization different from earlier civilizations.  

2. Students will trace the development of 

democracy in Athens.  

3. Students will study the important ideas of the 

major Greek philosophers.  



4. Students will examine how Greek literature, 

architecture, and sculpture has influenced 

Western civilization.  

5. Students will learn how the Hellenistic period 

spread and advanced Greek ideas.  

 
AWH6. Students will examine the 

importance and contributions of Roman 

civilization and will trace the rise of 

Christianity.  
 

1. Students will examine the development of the 

Roman republic.  

2. Students will learn the economic, political, 

and social effects of the Punic wars on Rome.  

3. Students will compare the government under 

the republic versus the government under the 

Roman Empire.  

4. Students should appreciate the lasting 

reforms of Augustus that led to Pax Romana.  

5. Students will trace the rise of Christianity 

from the birth of Jesus to the adoption of 

Christianity as the official religion of Rome.  

6. Students will examine the causes that led to 

the decline of Rome. 

 

AWH7. Students will understand 

achievements and influence of the Byzantine 

Empire.  

 

1. Students will examine the role of Christianity 

in the Byzantine Empire and how differences in 

Christianity led to the split of the Christian 

church. 

2. Students will analyze Justinian’s Code and 

relate its contribution to modern legal systems. 

3. Students will study the achievements of 

Byzantine architecture.  

4. Students will trace the political and cultural 

influence of the Byzantine Empire on Slavic 

cultures to the north, including Russia.   

 

AWH8. Students will understand the rise 

and impact of Islam.  

 

1. Students will study the development of 

beliefs and practices of Islam.   



2. Students will examine the reasons for the 

rapid growth and spread of Islam into an 

empire.  

3. Students will appreciate the Islamic cultural 

achievements from the 7th to 15th century.  

4. Students will analyze role of Islam in 

contemporary history and society.  

 

AWH9. Students examine the characteristics 

and history of Medieval Europe.  
 

1. Students will understand the decentralized 

political system of feudalism and manoralism.   

2. Students will examine the reasons for the 

power and influence of the Roman Catholic 

Church and later challenges to its authority. 

3. Students will compare the early Middle Ages 

with the later Middle Ages.  

4. Students will analyze the principles and the 

importance of the Magna Carta and its influence 

on modern democratic ideals. 

5. Students will compare Romanesque and 

Gothic architecture.  

6. Students will analyze the effects of the 

growth of towns and revival of trade, the Black 

Death, the crusades, and the Hundred Years’ 

War with the decline of medieval civilization 

and the beginning of the modern period.  

 

AWH10. Students examine reasons why the 

Renaissance is transitional period in history 

leading to the modern period.  
1. Students will examine why the Renaissance 

began in Florence and its eventual spread to 

northern Europe.  

2. Students will analyze how the ideas of 

humanism transformed society.   

3. Students will examine the role of the Medici 

family and the change in political philosophy as 

seen in The Prince.  

4. Students will appreciate the artistic 

achievements of the Renaissance.   

 

AWH11. Students will examine the causes 

and the effects of the Protestant 

Reformation.  

 



1. Students will study the life of Martin Luther 

and the role he played in the initial split of the 

Roman Catholic Church.  

2. Students will examine reasons for the 

continuing split of the Roman Catholic and the 

roles of other religious reformers.  

3. Students will study the changes brought 

about by the Catholic/Counter reformation.  

 

AWH12. Students will examine the 

civilizations of Africa and the Americas.  

1. Students will examine the civilizations of 

Kush and Aksum and the trading states of 

Africa.   

2. Students will study the trading states of East 

Africa and Zimbabwe.   

3. Students will study the civilizations of Ghana 

and Mali.  

4. Students will examine the civilizations of 

Meso America and Andean South America.  

 

AWH13. Students will study the age of 

exploration and colonization of the 

Americas.  
1. Students will review the age of exploration.  

2. Students will study the effects of European 

colonization on Native Americans.   

3. Students will study the effects of European 

colonization on the exchange of products and 

ideas in a new global economy.   

 

AWH14. Students will study the civilizations 

of East Asia.  
1. Students will study the accomplishments of 

the short-lived Sui dynasty.   

2. Students will learn how the Tang dynasty 

created a vast empire and restored the Chinese 

bureaucracy along with its examination system. 

3. Students will examine the reasons why the 

Song dynasty will reunite China and return 

China to prosperity.  

4. Students will compare Chinese society and 

especially the role of women during the Tang 

and Song dynasties.   

5. Students will relate the achievements (a time 

of inventions and artistic brilliance) of the Tang 

and Song dynasties.   



6. Students will study the development of the 

Mongol Empire and its effect on China.   

7. Students will examine the effects of 

geography and the cultural influences of Shinto 

on the people of Japan.  

8. Students will study the life and achievements 

of the Heian period.   

9. Students will analyze why feudalism 

develops in Japan and the importance of the 

Samurai warrior.   

10. Students will study the reasons for the 

success of the Kamakura shogunate.  

11. Students will study the kingdoms of Korea 

and the civilizations of Southeast Asia. 

 

AWH15. Students will examine the rise of 

the absolute monarchs in Europe.  
 

1. Students will analyze and compare the 

reasons for the development of absolute 

monarchies in England, Spain, France, Russia, 

Prussia, and Austria.  

2. Students will examine why Louis XIV of 

France is the best example of an absolute 

monarch in Europe.  

3. Students will analyze the effect that 

individual personalities had on the shaping of 

these various monarchies.   

 

AWH16. Students will analyze the causes 

and effects of Revolution in England.  
 

1. Students will examine the reasons why 

Elizabeth was successful in dealing with the 

problems facing England.  

2. Students will examine the reasons why the 

policies of the James I and Charles I led to civil 

war in England.   

3. Students will analyze why the dictatorship of 

Oliver Cromwell led to a return to monarchy 

and eventually to the rise of Parliament and 

development of constitutional monarchy.   

4. Students will read primary sources (such as 

Petition of Rights, the English Bill of Rights, 

and the Second Treatise on Government) and 

analyze the role they played in the development 

of constitutional government in England.  



 

AWH17. Students will study the effects of the 

Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment.  

 

1. Students will study how new ideas in 

astronomy brought about a revolution in new 

theories and inventions.  

2. Students will examine how the Scientific 

Revolution led to a revolution in political and 

economic thought. 

3. Students will analyze the ideas of Hobbes, 

Locke, Voltaire, Montesquieu, and Rousseau.  

4. Students will examine the legacy of the 

enlightenment thinkers.  

 

AWH18. Students will examine the causes, 

the course of events, and the effects of the 

French Revolution.  

 

1. Students will examine the long-term political, 

economic, and social causes and the short term 

sparks of the French Revolution.  

2. Students will trace the events and changes of 

the moderate, radical, and conservative phases 

of the French Revolution.   

3. Students will examine in depth some aspects 

of the French Revolution by studying/analyzing 

political documents, literature, newspaper 

editorials, cartoons, and films covering the 

period.   

4. Students will examine why events of the 

French Revolution led to the rise and 

dictatorship of Napoleon.   

5. Students will study what principles of the 

French Revolution Napoleon preserved and  

what principles he destroyed. 
 

 


