
 

GRADE 4-Social Studies 

MONTANA AND REGIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
In grade four the story of Montana, past and present, anchors a study of the regions of the United 

States. Students locate Montana on the map and examine its setting in the western region of the 

United States. They identify the plains, waterways, and mountain ranges of Montana and analyze 

how the different regions of the state have developed through the interaction of physical 

characteristics and cultural forces.  

 

An emphasis on the people of Montana brings its history and geography to life for students. Students 

learn about the daily lives, adventures, and accomplishments of these people and the cultural 

traditions and dynamic energy that have formed the state and shaped its varied landscape. The 

diversity of Montana American Indian tribes (distribution, social organization, economic activities, 

government structure, etc.) and a culturally accurate and educationally sound presentation of 

Montana American Indians in both historic and contemporary terms are an integral part of this year 

of study.  

 

Fourth grade students develop a geographical awareness of Montana’s relationship to other regions 

of the United States and begin to view themselves as citizens of the state, the region, the country, and 

the world. By studying the diverse social, economic, and geographical attributes of each region of the 

United States, they discover the unique characteristics that define each of them.  

In order to begin their journey to effective citizenship in a global society, students learn the 

relationships among the different levels of government. They learn the responsibilities associated 

with constitutional rights. They examine the similarities of, differences in, and interrelationships 

among all levels and parts of government. 
 

GRADE LEVEL: 4th Grade 

Grade 4: Big Ideas  
1. Regions of the United States (25 weeks)  

2. Montana History (9 weeks) and American 

Indian Culture Curriculum (2 weeks)  

 

Suggested: American Indian Culture 

Curriculum should be offered during the Spring 

(end of April) to coincide with the Kyi Yo Pow 

Wows at the University of Montana, and with 

Honoring our Youth.  

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  

 How do simple geographic skills and 

tools help humans understand spatial 

relationships? 

 How have cultural traditions and 

physical feature influenced our state’s 

development? 

 Why are rules, laws, and civic 

OPI MONTANA STANDARDS 

THE SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT 
STANDARDS FOR FOURTH GRADE   

1. The civics and government content 
standards for fourth grade are that 
each student will:  

a. demonstrate civic participation 
within the classroom or school   

b. practice deliberative 
processes when making 
decisions as a group   

c. describe how rules, laws, and 
policies are implemented by 
local, state, and tribal 
governments 

d. define sovereignty for tribes in 
Montana   

e. identify key foundational 
documents in Montana’s 
government  



responsibilities important?  
2. The economics content standards for 

fourth grade are that each student 
will:  

a. identify the various incentives 
that influence the decisions 
people make in short term and 
long term situations   

b. identify basic elements of 
Montana’s state economic 
system including agriculture, 
business, natural resources, 
and labor  

c. identify various resources that 
are used to provide goods and 
services in Montana  

d. explain how trade leads to 
increasing economic 
interdependence among 
groups in Montana 

 
3. The geography content standards for 

fourth grade are that each student 
will: 

a. examine maps and other 
representations to explain the 
movement of people  

b. identify and label the tribes in 
Montana and their indigenous 
territories, and current 
locations 

c. investigate the physical, 
political, and cultural 
characteristics of places, 
regions, and people in 
Montana 

d. analyze environmental and 
technological events and 
conditions that impact human 
settlements and migration in 
Montana  

 
4. The history content standards for 

fourth grade are that each student 
will:  

a. understand tribes have their 
own unique histories  

b. identify events and policies 
that have impacted Montana’s 
tribes  



c. explain how Montana has 
changed over time and how 
this history impacts the present  

5. d. describe how historical accounts 
are impacted by individual 
perspectives   

 COMMON CORE LITERACY STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
READING  (Informational) 

 
RI.KI.1 Refer to details and examples in a text 
when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text. 

 
RI.KI.2 Determine the main idea of a text and 
explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

 
RI.KI.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text, including what happened and why, based 
on specific information in the text. 

 
RI.CS.4 Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words or phrases 
in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject 
area. 

 

RI.CS.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text or part of a text. 

 

RICS.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and 
secondhand account of the same event or topic; 
describe the differences in focus and the 
information provided. 

 
RI.IK.7 Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on Web pages) and explain 
how the information contributes to an 
understanding of the text in which it appears. 

 

RI.IK.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text. 

 
RI.IK.9 Integrate information from two texts on 
the same topic in order to write or speak about 
the subject knowledgeably. 

 

WRITING 

 
WR.TT.1a Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 
and information: Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which related ideas are 
grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

 
WR.TT.1b Write opinion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information: Provide reasons 
that are supported by facts and details. 

 
WR.TT.1c Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information: Link opinion and 
reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for 
instance, in order to, in addition). 

 
WR.TT.1d Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 
and information: Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to the opinion 
presented. 
 

WR.TT.2a Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly:  Introduce a topic clearly 
and group related information in paragraphs 
and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

 

WR.TT.2b Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly:  Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples related to 
the topic. 
WR.TT.2c Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly: Link ideas within 
categories of information using words and 



RI.RR.10 By the end of year, read and 
comprehend informational texts, including 
history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range. 

 
 

phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, 
because). 

 
WR.TT.2d Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly: Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 

 

WR.TT.2e Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly: Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to the information 
or explanation presented. 

 
WR.TT.3a Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences: Orient the reader by establishing a 
situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

 

WR.TT.3b Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences: Use dialogue and 
description to develop experiences and events 
or show the responses of characters to 
situations. 

 

WR.TT.3c Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences: Use a variety of transitional words 
and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 

 

WR.TT.3d Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences: Use concrete words 
and phrases and sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely. 

 

IEFA: ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS GRADES 3-5: FOCUS AREAS  (MONTANA) 

MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED 

20-1-501  

Indian Education for All  
Recognition of American Indian cultural 

heritage—legislative intent.  

 Grade 4: Learner Competencies  
 

4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding 

of the physical and human geographic 

features that define places and regions in 

Montana.  



(1) It is the constitutionality declared policy of 

this state to recognize the distinct and unique 

cultural heritage of American Indians and to be 

committed in its educational goals to the 

preservation of their cultural heritage.  

 

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that in 

accordance with Article X, section 1(2), of the 

Montana constitution:  

 

(a) Every Montana, whether Indian or non-

Indian, be encouraged to learn about the distinct 

and unique heritage of American Indians in a 

culturally-responsive manner; and  

 

(b) Every educational agency and all 

educational personnel will work cooperatively 

with Montana tribes or those tribes that are in 

close proximity, when providing instruction or 

when implementing an educational goal or 

adopting a rule related to the education of each 

Montana citizen, to include information specific 

to the cultural heritage and contemporary 

contributions of American Indians, with 

particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribal 

groups and governments.  

 

(3) It is also the intent of this part, predicated on 

the belief that all school personnel should have 

an understanding and awareness of Indian tribes 

to help them relate effectively with Indian 

students and parents, that educational personnel 

provide means by which school personnel will 

gain an understanding of and appreciation for 

the American Indian people.  

 

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 527, L. 1999.  
1. Lesson Plans for incorporating IEFA can be 
found at numerous locations, including 
www.opi.mt.gov  
 

1. Explain and use the coordinate grid system of 

latitude and longitude to determine the absolute 

locations of places in Montana and on Earth.  

2. Distinguish Montana’s location in relation to 

the North and South Poles; the equator and the 

prime meridian; the tropics; and the 

hemispheres.   

3. Identify the state capital and describe the 

various regions of Montana, including how their 

characteristics and physical environments (for 

example, water, landforms, vegetation, and 

climate) affect human activity. 

4. Identify the locations of Montana’s rivers, 

valleys, plains, and mountains and explain their 

effects on the growth of communities.  

5. Use maps, charts, and pictures to describe 

how communities in Montana vary in land use, 

vegetation, wildlife, climate, population density, 

services, and transportation.   

 

4.2 Students describe the historical, social, 

political, cultural, and economic interactions 

among people of Montana.  
1. Identify the early land and water routes to 

Montana with a focus on the exploration of the 

Corps of Discovery.   

2. Discuss the daily lives of the people, native 

and nonnative, who occupied the early 

settlements, military posts, and trading posts.  

3. Describe the effects of the Indian Wars and 

other conflicts on the nonnative settlements 

within Montana.   

4. Analyze the effects of human-environmental 

interactions on settlements, diverse peoples, 

daily life, politics, and the physical 

environment, (for example agriculture, mining, 

fur trade, logging, etc.).   

5. Study the lives of people who helped build 

Montana.   

6. Discuss how Montana became a state.  

7. Identify symbols of Montana.  

8. Discuss the evolution and development of 

transportation and industry in Montana.  

 

4.3 Students describe the diverse cultural 

heritage and contemporary contributions of 

Montana tribal groups and governments.  



1. Discuss the major nations of Montana 

Indians, including location of reservations, 

economic activities, legends, and religious 

beliefs; and describe how they depended on, 

adapted to, and modified the physical 

environment by cultivation of land and use of 

water resources.  

2. Guided by Pow Wow curriculum--developed 

by Consortium committee, to include tribal 

diversity.  

 
4.4 Students understand the structures, 

functions, and powers of the local, state, 

tribal and federal governments.  
1. Recognize similarities and differences of 

federal, tribal, state and local governments.  

2. Understand the roles and responsibilities of 

citizenship.  

3. Students will discuss current issues as they 

relate to or affect our community, state; tribe 

and/or country.  

 

4.5 Students describe the diverse social, 

economic, and geographical attributes of 

each region of the United States 

(Midwestern, Northeastern, Southeastern, 

and Southwestern).  

1. Students will name and identify the location 

of the states and state capitals.  

2. Students will identify the major resources, 

landforms and climate.  

3. Compare and contrast people, places and 

environments.  
 

 
(Curriculum last reviewed 4/22/20)  
 


