
 

GRADE 2- Social Studies 

PEOPLE WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

Children in the second grade are ready to learn about people who make a difference in their own 

lives and people who made a difference in the past. People who make a difference in the child’s 

world are, first, those who care for him or her; second, those who supply the goods and services 

necessary for daily life; and third, those extraordinary men and women who have made a difference 

in our national life and in the larger world community.  

 

Our Parents, Grandparents, and Ancestors from Long Ago  

Understanding and appreciating the many ways that parents, grandparents, and ancestors have made 

a difference will help children develop a beginning sense of history through an approach that is 

understandable and interesting to them. Class discussions can center on the many places, groups, and 

nations represented among classmates. A globe and world map can be used to locate places of family 

origin and to trace possible routes followed in getting here. Transportation methods of earlier days 

should be compared with those a family traveling today might use. Members of children’s families 

can be invited to tell about the experiences of their families. Readings from literature can be shared 

to help children acquire deeper insights into the cultures from which the families came; the stories, 

games, and festivals parents or grandparents might have enjoyed as children; the work that children 

as well as their families would have been expected to do; their religious practices; and the dress, 

manners, and morals expected of family members at that time. Comparisons can be drawn with 

children’s lives today to discover how many of these family traditions, practices, and values have 

carried forward to the present and what kinds of changes have occurred.  

 

Geographic Awareness  

Picture maps and charts should be introduced to help children gain geographical awareness. In the 

course of these geographic learnings, children should differentiate between various maps and the 

globe, understand and use cardinal directions, identify and distinguish between physical geographic 

features in the natural landscape and on maps, and read and interpret map symbols with the use of a 

legend.  

 

Citizenship  
Students will realize the necessity of rules and laws, and their application within the family, 

classroom, and community. As the students study current events, they will become aware of the ways 

other groups and nations interact. Students will develop an appreciation of living in a democratic 

society.  

 

People Who Supply Our Needs  

This study develops children’s appreciation of the many people who work to supply their daily 

needs. Students should consider the interdependence of all these people, consumers and producers, 

processors and distributors, in bringing products to market. Students should develop an 

understanding of their roles as consumers in a complex economy, and their responsibility to manage 

resources. In visits to their local market and to a regional central market, if available, children should 

observe and identify the great variety of foods that workers in these markets make available to buyers 

on a daily basis. Questions of where these foods come from, who produces them, and how they reach 

these markets give focus to this unit. To engage children’s interest and to help them develop an 

understanding of the complex interdependence among many workers in the food industry, teachers 



can guide children in creating three-dimensional maps. Children can observe the many linkages 

among their homes, the markets that supply their food, the places where people work to produce their 

food, and the transportation systems that move these products from farm to processor to market.  

 

People from Many Cultures, Now and Long Ago  

In this unit of study, the children will be introduced to the many men and women, both ordinary and 

extraordinary, who have contributed to their lives. Through reading and listening to biographies, 

children can learn about the lives of those from many cultures who have “made a difference.” They 

should conclude from their studies of this year that people matter: those we know, those who lived 

long ago, and those who help us even though we do not know their names. 
 

GRADE LEVEL: 2nd Grade 

Grade 2: Big Ideas  
1. People and Families: Past and Present  

2. Geographic Awareness  

3. Citizenship  

4. Supplying our Needs  

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  

How do I describe my family’s traditions and 

histories? 

How does our community provide goods and 

services to our homes? 

What do I understand about other people’s 

cultures? 

How can learning about our community 

enrich our life (city, state, country)? 

OPI MONTANA STANDARDS 

THE SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT 
STANDARDS FOR SECOND GRADE   
 
1. The civics and government content 
standards for second grade are that each 
student will:   

a. Explain the roles of people who help 
govern different communities 
including tribal communities 

b. Demonstrate ways to show good 
citizenship in the classroom, school, 
and community  

 
2. The economics content standards for 
second grade are that each student will:  

a. Describe the goods and services that 
people in the local, state, and national 
community produce 

b. Describe examples of the goods and 
services that governments provide. 

c. Identify resources people use to 
access the goods and services they 
want and need  

 
3. The geography content standards for 
second grade are that each student will: 

a. use the basic components of a map to 
identify physical and political features,  
including American Indian 
reservations   

b. describe how geography impacts 
human activities  

 
4. The history content standards for second 
grade are that each student will: 

a. people live differently in the past than 
they do today  



b. students understand that there are 
twelve distinct and unique tribes 
within Montana whose people 
contribute to modern life  

c. c. identify different kinds of historical 
sources, including oral histories of 
American Indians  

 
 
 

 COMMON CORE LITERACY STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
READING  (Informational) 

 
RI.KI.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

 
RI.KI.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-
paragraph text as well as the focus of specific 
paragraphs within the text. 

 
RI.KI.3 Describe the connection between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps 
in technical procedures in a text. 

 
RI.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 

 
RI.CS.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., 
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts 
or information in a text efficiently. 

 
RI.CS.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, 
including what the author wants to answer, 
explain, or describe. 
 
RI.IK.7 Explain how reasons support specific points 
the author makes in a text. 

 
RI.IK.8 Describe how reasons support specific 
points the author makes in a text. 

 
RI.IK.9 Compare and contrast the most important 
points presented by two texts on the same topic. 

 
RI.RR.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend informational texts, including 
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in 
the grades 2-3 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 

WRITING 

 
WR.TT.1 Write opinion pieces in which they 
introduce the topic or book they are writing about, 
state an opinion, supply reasons that support the 
opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or section. 

 
WR.TT.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in 
which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a 
concluding statement or section. 

 
WR.TT.3 Write narratives in which they 
recount a well-elaborated event or short 
sequence of events, include details to describe 
actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal 
words to signal event order, and provide a 
sense of closure. 
 
WR.PD.5 With guidance and support from 
adults and peers, focus on a topic and 
strengthen writing as needed by revising and 
editing. 

 
WR.PD.6 With guidance and support from adults, use 
a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
 
WR.RB.7 Participate in shared research and writing 
projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 
topic to produce a report; record science 
observations). Include sources by and about Tribal 
Nations. 

 
WR.RB.8 Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources to answer a 
question. Include sources by and about Tribal Nations. 

IEFA: ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS GRADES K-2: FOCUS AREAS 
(MULTICULTURAL/ GLOBAL) 



MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED 

20-1-501  

Indian Education for All  
Recognition of American Indian cultural 

heritage—legislative intent.  

(1) It is the constitutionality declared policy of 

this state to recognize the distinct and unique 

cultural heritage of American Indians and to be 

committed in its educational goals to the 

preservation of their cultural heritage.  

 

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that in 

accordance with Article X, section 1(2), of the 

Montana constitution:  

 

(a) Every Montana, whether Indian or non-

Indian, be encouraged to learn about the distinct 

and unique heritage of American Indians in a 

culturally-responsive manner; and  

 

(b) Every educational agency and all 

educational personnel will work cooperatively 

with Montana tribes or those tribes that are in 

close proximity, when providing instruction or 

when implementing an educational goal or 

adopting a rule related to the education of each 

Montana citizen, to include information specific 

to the cultural heritage and contemporary 

contributions of American Indians, with 

particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribal 

groups and governments.  

 

(3) It is also the intent of this part, predicated on 

the belief that all school personnel should have 

an understanding and awareness of Indian tribes 

to help them relate effectively with Indian 

students and parents, that educational personnel 

provide means by which school personnel will 

gain an understanding of and appreciation for 

the American Indian people.  

 

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 527, L. 1999.  

1. Lesson Plans for incorporating IEFA can be 
found at numerous locations, including 
www.opi.mt.gov  
 

Grade 2: Learner Competencies  

2.1 Students differentiate between things that 

happened long ago and things that happened 

yesterday.  

1. Trace the history of a family through the use of 

primary and secondary sources, including artifacts, 

photographs, interviews, documents, and maps.  

2. Compare and contrast their daily lives with those of 

their parents, grandparents, and/or guardians.  

3. Place important events in their lives in the order in 

which they occurred (for example, on a time line or 

storyboard).  

 

2.2 Students demonstrate map skills by describing 

the absolute and relative locations of people, places, 

and environments.   

1. Locate on a simple letter-number grid system the 

specific locations and geographic features in their 

neighborhood or community (for example, map of the 

classroom, the school).  

2. Label a simple map of the world, including the 

continents and oceans. Identify the essential map 

elements: title, legend, directional indicator, scale, and 

date.  

3. Differentiate between various map formats (for 

example, topographic, aerial, political, raised relief, 

globes, etc.).  

4. Compare and contrast differences between urban, 

suburban and rural environments.  

 

2.3 Students will compare the governmental 

practices of the United States with those of other 

countries.  

1. Discuss why the United States and other countries 

make and carry out laws.  

2. Become aware of the opportunities and 

responsibilities of choice in a free society.  

3. Using current event sources, describe the ways in 

which groups and nations interact with one another.  

4. Recognize sovereign nations in the United States 

(Tribal Nations).  

 

2.4 Students understand basic economic concepts 

and their individual roles in the economy and 

demonstrate basic economic reasoning skills.  

1. Describe food production and consumption long ago 

and today, including the roles of farmers, processors, 

distributors, weather, and land and water resources.  

2. Understand the role and interdependence of buyers 

(consumers) and sellers (producers) of goods and 

services.  

3. Understand how limits on resources affect 

production and consumption.  



4. Describe the importance of the principles of 

conservation (reduce, reuse, and recycle.)  

 

2.5 Students understand the importance of 

personal action and character and explain 

how individuals past and present have made 

a difference in others’ lives.   

 
(Curriculum last reviewed 4/22/20) 


