
KINDERGARTEN- Social Studies 

LEARNING AND WORKING NOW AND LONG AGO 
 

In kindergarten, children first begin to understand that school is a place for learning and working. 

Most children arrive for their first school experience eager to work and learn. Many will be working 

in groups for the first time. They must learn to share, to take turns, to respect the rights of others, and 

to take care of themselves and their own possessions. These are learnings that are necessary for good 

civic behavior in the classroom and in the larger society. Children can also discover how other people 

have learned and worked together by hearing stories of times past. In kindergarten, children should 

learn that they make choices and that their choices have consequences for themselves and others.  

 

Learning to Work Together  

To help children learn their way as learners, workers, and classroom participants is the purpose of 

this first study. In their daily life at kindergarten, children are invited to work centers and activities, 

encouraged to participate, and given guidance in acquiring the complex skills involved in working 

with others. They must learn to share the attention of the teacher with others and learn to consider the 

rights of others in the use and care of classroom materials. Such learnings will be deepened and 

enriched if teachers use classroom problems that inevitably arise as opportunities for critical thinking 

and problem solving; for example, problems in sharing scarce resources or space with others or in 

planning ahead and bringing one’s activity to a conclusion to be on time for the next activity. 

Children need help in analyzing problems such as these: considering why the problem arose; 

considering other alternatives they might have tried in coping with the problem; developing 

awareness of how alternative behaviors might bring different results in the ways that others in the 

group respond to them; and learning to appreciate behaviors and values that are consistent with the 

democratic ethic. Children must have opportunities to discuss these more desirable behaviors, try 

them out, and examine how they lead to more harmonious and socially satisfying relationships with 

others. In discussing stories, children should identify the behavior of characters in the story, observe 

the effect of this behavior on others, examine why characters behaved as they did, and consider 

whether other choices could have changed the results. These discussions are intended to help them 

acquire those values of deliberation and individual responsibility that are consistent with the 

democratic ethic.  

 

Working Together: Exploring, Creating, and Communicating  
A second major goal of this kindergarten curriculum is to help children build their sense of self and 

self-worth through extending their understanding of the immediate world and deepening their 

appreciation of their own ability to explore, create, solve problems, communicate, and assume 

individual and group responsibilities in classroom activities. Children should have opportunities, 

under the teacher’s guidance, to explore the school and its environs--a new world for these children, 

as well as the landscape in the neighborhood, including its topography, streets, transportation 

systems, structures, and human activities. Children should have opportunities to use large building 

blocks, wood, tools, and miniature vehicles as well as a variety of materials from a classroom box 

filled with imaginative and improvisational objects, such as clothing, workers’ hats, and the like; in 

order to construct real and imagined neighborhood structures. Acting in these centers carried on 

through group play become important beginnings of map work for young children. Children should 

be encouraged to build neighborhoods and landscapes and to incorporate such structures as fire 

stations, airports, houses, banks, hospitals, supermarkets, harbors, and transportation lines. Picture 

files, stories, and books should be used to deepen children’s information about the places they are 



creating and the work that is carried on in them. In all of these activities, children should understand 

the importance of literacy as a means of acquiring valuable information and knowledge.  

 

Reaching Out to Times Past  

A third goal of this kindergarten curriculum is to help children take their first vicarious steps into 

times past. Well-selected stories can help children develop a beginning sense of historical empathy. 

They should consider how it might have been to live in other times and places and how their lives 

would have been different. They should observe different ways people lived in earlier days--for 

example, getting water from a well, growing their food, making their clothing, and having fun in 

ways that are different from those of today. They should recognize that national and state symbols 

such as the national and state flags, the bald eagle, and the Statue of Liberty were used by people in 

the past as well as in the present. 

 
GRADE LEVEL: KINDERGARTEN 

Kindergarten: Big Ideas  
Qtr. 1. Citizenship & Work 

Qtr. 2. People of the Past and Present  

Qtr. 3. Symbols and Traditions  

Qtr. 4. Learning about Places  

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS -
KINDERGARTEN 

 How is my life the same or different from a 
child’s life long ago? 

 What can we accomplish when we work 
together? 

 How can learning about our community 
enrich our life (classroom, school, and 
neighborhood)? 

OPI MONTANA STANDARDS 

THE SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT 
STANDARDS FOR KINDERGARTEN 
 
1. The civics and government content 
standards for kindergarten are that each 
student will:  
a. recognize the people who create and carry 
out rules for the school and 3 classroom,  
b. define that being a citizen of the classroom 
and school community means  following 
established rules and expectations   
 
2. The economics content standards for 
kindergarten are that each student will:  
a. explain and identify examples of goods 
and services  
b. describe goods and products that are 
produced in local regions  
 
3. The geography content standards for 
kindergarten are that each student will: 
a. use maps and other representations to 
describe place characteristics   
 
4. The history content standards for 
kindergarten are that each student will:  
a. distinguish between past, present, and 
future time  
 
 

 COMMON CORE LITERACY STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
READING  (Informational) 

 
RI.KI.1 With prompting and support, ask 
and answer questions about key details in the 

WRITING 

 
WR.TT.1 Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces 



text. 

 
RI.KI.2 With promoting and support, identify 
the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

 
RI.KI.3 With prompting and support, describe 
the connection between two individuals, events, 
ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

 
RI.CS.4 With prompting and support, ask 
and answer questions about unknown words 
in a text. 

 
RI.CS.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and 
title page of a book. 
 
RI.CS.6 Name the author and illustrator of a 
text and define the role of each in presenting 
the ideas or information of a text. 

 
 
RI.IK.7 With prompting and support, describe 
the relationship between illustrations and the 
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, 
place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration 
depicts). 

 
RI.IK.8 With prompting and support, 
identify the reasons an author gives to 
support points in a text. 

 
RI.IK.9 With prompting and support, identify 
basic similarities in and differences between 
two texts on the same topic (e.g., in 
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 
 
RI.RR.10 Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and understanding. 

in which they tell a reader the topic or the name 
of the book they are writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the topic or book 
(e.g., My favorite book is…). 

 
WR.TT.2 Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they 
name what they are writing about and supply 
some information about the topic. 

 
WR.TT.3 Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to narrate a single event 
or several loosely linked events, tell about the 
events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened. 
 
WR.PD.5 With guidance and support from 
adults, respond to questions and suggestions 
from peers and add details to strengthen writing 
as needed. 

 
WR.PD.6 With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of digital tools to 
produce and publish writing, including in 
collaboration with peers. 

 
WR.RB.7 Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books 
by a favorite author and express opinions about 
them). Include sources by and about Tribal 
Nations. 
 
WR.RB.8 With guidance and support from 
adults, recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources to 
answer a question. Include sources by and about 
Tribal Nations. 

IEFA: ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS GRADES K-2: FOCUS AREAS 
(MULTICULTURAL/ GLOBAL) 

MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED 

20-1-501  

Indian Education for All  
Recognition of American Indian cultural 

heritage—legislative intent.  

(1) It is the constitutionality declared policy of 

this state to recognize the distinct and unique 

cultural heritage of American Indians and to be 

committed in its educational goals to the 

preservation of their cultural heritage.  

Kindergarten: Learner 

Competencies  
K.1 Students understand that being a good 

citizen involves acting in certain ways.  

Recognize the need for rules.   

1. Follow rules, such as sharing and taking 

turns, and know the consequences of breaking 

them.  

2. Identify problems and seek solutions.  



 

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that in 

accordance with Article X, section 1(2), of the 

Montana constitution:  

 

(a) Every Montana, whether Indian or non-

Indian, be encouraged to learn about the distinct 

and unique heritage of American Indians in a 

culturally-responsive manner; and  

 

(b) Every educational agency and all 

educational personnel will work cooperatively 

with Montana tribes or those tribes that are in 

close proximity, when providing instruction or 

when implementing an educational goal or 

adopting a rule related to the education of each 

Montana citizen, to include information specific 

to the cultural heritage and contemporary 

contributions of American Indians, with 

particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribal 

groups and governments.  

 

(3) It is also the intent of this part, predicated on 

the belief that all school personnel should have 

an understanding and awareness of Indian tribes 

to help them relate effectively with Indian 

students and parents, that educational personnel 

provide means by which school personnel will 

gain an understanding of and appreciation for 

the American Indian people.  

 

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 527, L. 1999.  
1. Lesson Plans for incorporating IEFA can be 
found at numerous locations, including 
www.opi.mt.gov  
 

3. Develop skills to participate in class 

discussions.  

4. Become aware of the voting process.  

5. Learn examples of honesty, courage, 

determination, individual responsibility, and 

patriotism in America and world history from 

stories and folklore.  

6. Discuss characters in stories from times past 

and understand the consequences of the 

characters’ actions. 

 

K.2 Students recognize national and state 

symbols such as the national and state flags, 

the bald eagle, and the Statue of Liberty.  
1. Become aware of symbols relating to our 

country including coins and the dollar bill.   

2. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance and sing 

patriotic and traditional Montana and American 

songs. 

 

K.3 Students match simple descriptions of 

work people perform in our community to 

the name of their job title.  

1. Understand the roles of school personnel.  

2. Meet community workers.  

3. Become aware of parents’ occupations and 

places of work.  

 

K.4 Students compare and contrast the 

locations of people, places, and environments 

and describe their characteristics.  
1. Determine the relative locations of objects 

using the terms near/far and left/right.   

2. Distinguish between land and water on maps 

and globes and become aware of locations such 

as Montana, the United States, and places 

mentioned in literature.   

3. Identify traffic symbols and map symbols 

(for example, those for land, water, roads, and 

cities).   

4. Construct maps and models of 

neighborhoods, incorporating such structures as 

police and fire stations, airports, banks, 

hospitals, supermarkets, schools, homes, and 

transportation lines.   

5. Demonstrate familiarity with the school’s 

layout, environs, and the jobs people do there.   



 

K.5 Students recognize the calendar.  
1. Become aware of the days of the week, 

months of the year, and the seasons.  

2. Begin to use the calendar to sequence events 

relating to their lives.   

 
K.6 Students understand that history relates 

to events, people, and places of other times.  
1. Become aware of the people and events 

honored in commemorative holidays, including 

the human struggles that were the basis for the 

events (for example, Thanksgiving, Fourth of 

July, Washington’s and Lincoln’s Birthdays, 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Memorial Day, 

Labor Day, Veterans Day).   

2. Know the triumphs in American legends and 

historical accounts through the stories of such 

people as the president, Pilgrims, Native 

Americans, Lewis and Clark, Martin Luther 

King, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 

and Benjamin Franklin. 

3. Understand how people lived in earlier times 

and how their lives would be different today 

(for example, getting water from a well, 

growing food, making clothing, having fun, 

forming organizations, living by rules and 

laws).   
 

 
(Curriculum last reviewed 4/22/20)  
 


