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Girls Basketball Season Review 

/By Morgan Stuckey/ 

From left to right, back row: Coach Brittany Taylor, Abbigail Dager, Ryleegh Freed, 

Jasmine Schiek, Raymie Howard, Krysta Mullin, Delaney Stuckey, Maddison Dager, 

Safia Oulbouche, Morgan Stuckey, Coach Taylor Brown, Coach Andrew Baker. 

Front row: Britney Heffern, Layla Szeman 

Boys Basketball Sectionals 

The Lady Marines made a lot of progress this season, from having 

their heads down to having the mental toughness to fight back and give it 

all they’ve got. Notably, the Lady Marines won their first game in three 

years— against Southbend Career Academy, 45-37.  Their victory shows the 

Lady Marines have a lot of potential next year in conference play, with 

many fierce players returning, along with some tough 8th graders advanc-

ing to Junior Varsity and Varsity. 

From the players: 

Raymie Howard (Senior):  “Hustle until you no longer have to introduce 

yourself. I will miss the adrenaline rush I get from playing basketball. The 

feeling of always wanting to push myself no matter how badly I’m getting 

beat. I will also miss my friends and coaches.” 

Delaney Stuckey (Junior): “I don’t know what I’ll miss about the season but 

I do know that nothing is given, everything is learned.”  

Ryleegh Freed (Junior): “The season and team definitely had its ups and 

downs but the team got through them, I’m going to miss the support we 

have from all of our seniors and I’m going to miss all the fun we had!” 
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Mid Year School Checkup: 
An Interview With Mr. Cassel 

/By Victoria Garrison/ 

What do you think are some of the biggest changes you or 

the other staff members have made this year?  

I think that we’ve made more of an effort to get to know our 

students. We’ve had 33 staff members that have attended a 

conference this past summer in Nashville, TN. The conference 

was called the Model School Conference. That conference fo-

cused on 3 different areas - Rigor, Relevance, and relation-

ships in teaching. We desire to become a shining star in North-

east Indiana. We’ll continue to work through the process of 

becoming better every day for our students and community. 

What is something -or maybe things- that you think have 

been a big issue or problem this year? And how could us stu-

dents try to help change or stop it?  

ELearning is always  a struggle. It’s not the most effective way 

to learn, however it becomes necessary if you don’t want to 

Spring Edition 

 Boys’ basketball faced off against Fremont in their sectional game on March 

1st. Unfortunately, Hamilton fell short 88-22, making it the last game of this season 

and for the three seniors: Dawson Miller, Dylan McLimans and Kyle Williams. Ryan 

Cool was the top scorer from the Marines’ side with 14 points. Other scorers in-

cluded Dawson Miller (3 points), Clayton Spaw (3 points) and Kyle Williams (2 

points). 

 With that, the boys basketball 2021-22 season ended, and even though the 

varsity had no wins, Coach Jeremy Banks says, “I think this year was a success, I 

know, without a win, that could sound strange to most, but the growth this team 

made on and off the court was incredible. I'm excited for next season already. I 

plan to get these young men physically stronger and keep sharpening their funda-

mental skills. They are capable of anything and that's what makes it so exciting. 

Small town Small school, BIG DREAMS!” 

From the Seniors: 

Dylan McLimans: “The 2021-22 basketball season was my favorite in my high 

school years. I enjoyed playing with my friends and learning new ways to improve 

my game. I was amazed by how some players handled playing, especially the for-

eign exchange students. Everybody worked very hard. And I didn’t get dunked on 

this year.” 

Dawson Miller: “The 2021-22 season basketball season was the start of a great fu-

ture for the freshman. I think that it was a big jump for them, but I'm glad us sen-

iors were able to guide them through their first high school season and I'm excited 

to see their future. They have the potential to be great... I'll still be better though.” 

Kyle Williams: “The 2021-2022 season for me was better than last season because 

these coaches had trust in me and gave me the opportunity to prove myself and 

what I can do. My favorite part of the year was being able to play with my 

friends.”  

From the exchange students: 

Ryusuke Shimizu (Japan): “Even though my first experience of playing basketball 

was a bit tough, I enjoyed it a lot and had a lot of fun with my teammates.”  

Pavarit “Ben” Voravitjarungwat (Thailand): “Even though the experience was 

scary at first because there were only tall people playing, I found it fun to play.” 

/By Parshant Kumar/ 

Continued as “Checkup” on back 

Hamilton student 

Meghyn McMul-

len was selected 

to receive a 2021-

2022 NECC All 

Academic award. 

She was one of 

25 recipients 

honored at a cer-

emony on March 

10th. 

Athletic director > 

Garry May and 

McMullen 
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have the school year extended into June. Students don’t usually give their best effort toward eLearning. It’s also difficult because it puts a lot of 

responsibility and strain on parents. As students, I would hope they realize the importance of the work, developing the work ethics, and recognize 

that doing their best will help them in the future.  

What are some positive changes that you’ve experienced throughout this school year that you’d like our school to continue doing? 

As a staff we’ve focused on building positive and supportive relationships with our students. I believe that students learn best when they feel val-

ued and appreciated in a classroom. I certainly would hope that we continue to grow in this area in an effort to help our students achieve their 

goals. We also have noticed an increase in extracurricular involvement. This is the only way we can continue to grow and improve our athletics 

and clubs.  

What are some challenges that you or our school have faced throughout this year that were totally unexpected and how do you think they’ve 

affected our school? 

While I don’t like to say the word, COVID has continued to have an impact on our school year. Between illness, quarantines, and eLearning, it has 

been hard to get into a solid routine for the year. I feel like the impact is students not always learning in the best environment, which I believe is 

face to face. However, I think our teachers and students have done an outstanding job of pushing through it all.  

There have been several reports this year about the increase in enrollment in county schools. Would you say Hamilton Schools met our enroll-

ment goals for the year? 

While we don’t have formal enrollment goals, we have been fortunate to experience growth over the past 4 years. We have gained approximately 

80 students in that time frame. My hope is that we continue to attract students to Hamilton over the next several years. I personally believe that 

we are a great school who often feels like family. I don't believe you always get that in bigger school settings. 

What could the students, or maybe even the staff, do to maybe bring more students in and get them interested in attending Hamilton? 

I have asked and try to frequently ask students why they chose Hamilton. Many talk about the smaller setting, the setting being friendly, and the 

access to teachers. I know that many Hamilton students are friends with individuals who don’t attend here. I feel like the biggest thing that stu-

dents can do is to be involved, work hard to make Hamilton the best it can be, and speak up about the things you guys like about attending here.  

We’ve heard Hamilton is planning on adding solar panels and maybe even a tennis court this coming summer. If that’s true, what other big 

plans might you and the staff have for our school in the coming year or years? 

Yes, we are in the process of working through the details and legal aspects of adding a solar project on the west side of the campus (behind the 

football field). At the peak of the season, the school would operate on an 80/20 

solar ratio. (Meaning 80% solar and 20% on the electric grid.) Obviously, during 

shorter days or less sunny days, the ratio would vary.  

Tennis courts will begin this spring (around April). We see this not only as a ben-

efit to our students and school, but also to the community. From a stu-

school perspective, we can explore adding tennis as a sport. Physical education 

classes will also be able to utilize the courts. From a community standpoint, it 

will welcome community members onto our campus to a great facility. The pro-

ject should be completed by mid to the of July. 

Our future plans will be to survey students to gain insight into what clubs/sports 

they might be interested in. This will help us develop a short and long term plan 

related to those areas.  

 
Broke     Comic by Bryan Farver 

By Desirae Frasier 

Checkup (Continued from front) 

Prom 

April 30th at the Hamilton Life Center 

Grand March is in the main gym at 6:00 

Students should meet in the cafeteria at 5:45 
 

Tickets- $25 per person 

Please see Mr. Howard for guest forms before 

purchasing tickets for students from other 

schools 

Juniors and seniors only are eligible to purchase 

tickets 


