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By the grace of God, and the help of 
Fr. Adam Keiter, Janeen Lara is a 2019 
St. Mary’s Colgan graduate. When Janeen 
was going into 7th grade, she and her three 
younger siblings and parents, moved to 
Pittsburg from Carthage, Missouri.  Janeen’s 
parents had immigrated from Guatemala years 
before and the kids were all born in Carthage. 
Janeen’s dad has since moved back to Guatemala. 
After moving to Pittsburg, the family joined Our 
Lady of Lourdes and the kids went to Pittsburg public 
schools. The family developed a relationship with Fr. 
Adam who was an Associate Pastor at Our Lady of 

Lourdes and worked closely with the Hispanic community. “Fr. Adam convinced our Mom 
to send us to SMC,” Janeen said.  They enrolled when Janeen was in the 8th grade, her 
sisters Celeste and Merly were in third grade and second grade, and little brother Larryson 
was not yet in school.  “We were so mad at her,” Janeen says, as she laughs at it now. “We 
didn’t want to change schools again. We had been moving a lot, from Carthage to here. 
But in the end it was good.”  Although Janeen’s mom can understand English, she cannot 
speak it.  Janeen has spent a lot time translating as she and her sisters are bilingual, while 
Larryson can understand Spanish, but prefers to speak English. Language was not the only 
stumbling block as transportation was a problem. They could get to school in the morning, 
but had no way to get home.  Fr. Adam and Elementary Principal Nancy Hicks developed 
a plan.  Five different ladies of the parish would take them home each day. “The first day 
of school we were so mad. We were crying.  We had this mentality that a Catholic school 
would be so hard for us. But the first day was so good, everyone was so nice.”  Two other 8th 
grade Hispanic students, Stacy Medina and Javier Vargas, transferred to SMC at the same 
time, largely because of Fr. Adam.  Janeen knew them from PCMS, but did not know they 
were transferring.  She was so happy to see them. “We were never treated badly or left out.  
At other schools there would be things like ‘the Hispanic table’ at lunch, but not here. The 
teachers were so nice, especially Mrs. Butler.”  The education and expectations were very 
different than what Janeen was used to. Not only did she have Religion class for the first 
time, her grades were not as high as before.  Janeen worked hard.  “The teachers helped 
me. My Religion teachers were so helpful, especially Mrs. Presley,” Janeen recalled.  “Miss 
Ward was so good.  I got so close to God because of her.” Janeen is a very insightful young 
woman who said that at times in her life she almost felt like she was destined to fail because 
of what was going on in her world.  “But here at SMC, they gave us so much structure. The 
teachers helped me with my grades. I like math, so both Mr. Cichons were helpful. Mrs. 
Brown (high school counselor) was easy to talk and she just listened.” She was someone 
that Jannen could confide in and share her family situation. Janeen chose not to share a lot 
with her teachers about her family situation because she did not want to use her hardships 
as an excuse or crutch. She wanted to earn her grades and she did. 

Janeen said the transition to SMC was even easier for her sisters because they were much 
younger.  She is even a little jealous of Larryson who has gotten to attend SMC his entire 
education. 
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Alumni Announcements
Alumni Wedding & Anniversary Announcements
And Two Shall Become One
Ben Cortes (’13) and Laura Tibbs  
 May 2, 2020
Reagan Kays (’10) and Erin Clopine  
 June 20, 2020
Emily Dickey (’13) and Demetrius Bernard 
 July 10, 2020
Christian Cedeno (’14) and Paige Lungwitz
 July 25, 2020
Emily Sanders (‘15) and William Steppig
 August 29, 2020

Happy 65th Wedding Anniversary
Harry & Rita (Zigmund ‘51) Ain   May 14,2020
Bob (‘50) and Billie Wilbert   August 27, 2020
Jim (‘55) and Johnna (Gilbert ‘55) Russian   September 3, 2020

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary
Bob and Marilyn (Walker ‘69) Short   May 18, 2020

Happy 25th Wedding Anniversary
Jim and Carol (VanBecelaere ’86) Claeys   July 22, 2020

Recently Deceased Alumni
May their souls and the souls of  

all the faithfully departed rest in peace.
 Jim Scalet (‘48) March 5, 2020
 David Herman (’64) April 2, 2020
 Phyllis (Fields) Fry (‘46) April 22, 2020
 Paula (Glick) Daugerty (‘64) May 4, 2020
 William “Bill” McQuade (’49) May 5, 2020
 Mark Schiefelbein (’65) May 7, 2020
 Alice (Cabodie) Friskel (‘55) May 11, 2020
 Zeyna (Monsour) Faris (‘88) May 16, 2020
 Betty (Clements) Dellasega (‘41) May 25, 2020
 Arthur Pinsart (‘47) May 29, 2020
 Dale Starchman (‘59) June 2, 2020
 Leo Martinous (‘55) June 12, 2020
 Charliss (Dellasega) Korthanke (‘70) July 2, 2020
 David Jones (‘66) July 13, 2020

Alumni Birth Announcements: Welcome to the Baby Panthers
Craig and Allison (Keegan ‘03) Morgan
Announce the birth of a son, Dominic Francis, March 30, 2020

Jason (‘97) and Sandra Spangler
Announce the birth of a son, Jaxson Oliver, May 1, 2020

Corey and Erica (Brooks ‘07) Pulliam
Announce the birth of a son, Cooper Joseph, May 10, 2020

Adam (‘08) and Melisa McCormick
Announce the birth of a son, Parker Max, May 12, 2020

Curtis and Maggie (Sloan ‘11) Beall
Announce the birth of a son, George Fulton, July 10, 2020

Tom (‘02) and Molly Zagorski 
Announce the birth of a son, Michael Walter, July 20, 2020

Jake (‘08) and Jordan Edwards
Announce the birth of a daughter, Kylian Walker, August 8, 2020

Jeff (‘06) and Mariel Smith
Announce the birth of a son, Jeffrey Robert, Jr., August 17,  2020

Please watch our school and parish website, 
OLLsmc.com or Facebook page, to stay up 
to date on activities and events at SMC.  With 
the attendance restrictions at games and 
performances, we are working diligently to make 
them available virtually.  This semester we have 
virtually celebrated Grandparent’s Day, Veteran’s 
Day and an Alumni Memorial Mass.  These can all 
be found on our YouTube Chanel.  Many sporting 
events have also been live streamed.  Although it 
is difficult to not have our normal crowds, we also 
see this as an opportunity for alumni and friends all 
over the country to be a part of SMC. We hope you 
will join us, virtually for now.   
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Alumni
NEWSBlasts
Panthers Make Outstanding Gorillas
Congratulations to 2015 St. Mary’s Colgan graduate Marcus Yoakam for being named one of two 2020 Pittsburg State 
University Outstanding Seniors.  Marcus joins eight other SMC graduates to be named a Pittsburg State Outstanding 
Senior. 
SMC Year Name PSU Year 
1958 Andrew Johnson 1962
1963 Casey Clugston 1967
1973 Susie (Peak) Portz 1977
1985 Ralph Shaun Bateman 1989
2003 Scot Schiefelbein 2008
2003 Nick Dellasega 2008
2013 Katelyn Flood 2017
2015 Long Xiao 2019
2015 Marcus Yoakam 2020

Honoring SMC Alumni in the Military
We are creating a new display in the St. Mary’s Colgan High School to 
honor our SMC graduates who are currently in the military or are veterans.  
The display will consist of a picture of each active military alumni and 
the names of our veterans.  To be included, please contact Chris Flood, 
floodc@ollsmc.com, or mail to Alumni, PO Box 214, Pittsburg KS 66762.  

Please include the following:  name of alumnus, SMC graduation year, 
branch of military, dates of service and, for active military, the most recent 
military head shot.

COVID changed a lot of things about the end of our 2020 school year, 
including graduation.  On May 13, the original day of his scheduled 
graduation, Scott Russell (‘20) donned his cap and gown and made a special 
trip to visit his grandmother, Betty (Clements) Dellasega (‘41). Like many 
around the country, Betty’s nursing home was shutdown as a precaution in 
the COVID pandemic. 

Betty was in the 2nd class to graduate from St. Mary’s High School and Scott 
was her last grandchild to graduate from St. Mary’s Colgan ̶ to be followed 
by many more great grandchildren.

Betty peacefully ended her time on this earth shortly after this visit on 
Monday, May 25.

A Special Visit



Chelsea (Boler) Henry graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 2010 and was 
eager to continue learning and growing in both knowledge and faith.  She then 
attended Pittsburg State University for a degree in Elementary Education and 
minor in Inclusion Education. While attending school, Chelsea was blessed to 
return to SMC as a PSU tutor. “It was surreal to return so quickly to campus and 
in an opposite role than I was accustomed to.” Chelsea wrote. “I am blessed to 
say that Colgan’s teachers shaped me not only as a student, but once again as an 
educator.”  Chelsea met her husband, Kyle, while at PSU and they married in 2013, 
before graduating and taking her “dream job” in Gardner, Kansas.  Chelsea taught 
1st and 3rd grade at Gardner Elementary for five years, while living in Olathe, 
Kansas, where they still live. In 2018, Chelsea and Kyle welcomed their daughter 
Alma.“ Though I loved my school and my students, I chose to leave the classroom 
to stay home with Alma, fulfilling yet another dream.”  However, Chelsea was not 

able to put teaching completely behind and has continued educating through 
a different avenue.  She currently is a part-time online ESL teacher to students 
in China.  “This has been an amazing opportunity that challenges my teaching 
methods in the most fulfilling way, provides a global perspective that I otherwise 
would not have and still allows me to manage my family life.”  Chelsea wrote, 
“When I look back on my years at Colgan, it is difficult to identify a key moment 
or memory that resonates. Rather, I remember a season of life that was filled 
with endless moments that were rooted in faith. Having been surrounded by 
educators, friends, and family- and with God as our leader- for so many years 
is an experience that will always be gratifying. I recognize that my life would 
be very different without my faith-filled history and I am eager to give the same 
experience to my own children. A lot of who I am was established during my 
school years and I am so lucky to have done so at SMC!”

CHELSEA (BOLER) HENRY 

Russ Wachter graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan High School in 2000.  He 
then attended Rockhurst University in Kansas City, where he played baseball.  
Russ graduated from Rockhurst in 2004 with a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management and minor in Marketing.  Russ worked in telecommunications sales 
for Bell South in Nashville, Atlanta, and Orlando.  In 2008, Russ began selling 
implants for a neurosurgery company in the Kansas City area.  In December 
of 2009, Russ married Mary Kelly at Our Lady of Lourdes.  They moved back to 
Pittsburg, where he is managing a team and selling neurosurgical implants and 
capital equipment to our local hospitals. Russ works for NuVasive along with 
fellow SMC alumnus Cooper Hutchins (’16). Russ and Mary have two sons who 
attend St. Mary’s Elementary; Reed in second grade and Jameson in first grade. 

When asked for a favorite memory of St. Mary’s Colgan, Russ wrote, “Going to 
Colgan is a truly great experience that, just like a lot of things in life, you don’t 
really appreciate until it ’s gone and you get to reflect on what you had.  I feel 
like Colgan teaches people how to be leaders and to take pride in yourself and 
your team’s work. The funny thing is going through the various jobs that I’ve had, 
companies have spent thousands and thousands of dollars on me in leadership/
management training.  I just laugh in my head because it ’s all stuff that I learned 
20+ years ago for free from teachers and coaches, specifically Coach Watt, 
Coach Cichon, and Coach Smith.  I’ll have to give you the same answer as I give 
anyone who asks me what my favorite memory about Colgan was. – ‘All of it!’

RUSS WACHTER

Jason Hoffman graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 1990.  He then attended 
Pittsburg State University where he received a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Management in 1996.  Following graduation, Jason moved to Overland Park and 
was hired by FBD Consulting, a firm specializing in retirement plan consulting for 
large companies.  Five years later, Jason and a co-worker left FBD to form Bukaty 
Company Financial Services, a consulting firm specializing in 401(k) plans, where 
he currently serves as Vice President.  In 1999, Jason married, Christina, from 
Merriam, Kansas. They have two children, Sydney and Brady.  Sydney is starting 
her sophomore year at KU this fall majoring in Political Science as part of their 
accelerated law degree program.  She enjoys cheering on her Jayhawks anytime 

she can.  Brady is starting 8th grade in the Blue Valley School District.  He enjoys 
playing basketball and football. Jason attended St. Mary’s from kindergarten 
through 8th grade before the family moved to Shawnee, Kansas where he 
attended St. Thomas Aquinas his freshman and sophomore years.  After a move 
back to Pittsburg, Jason felt fortunate to be able to finish his high school career 
with lifelong friends at St. Mary’s Colgan.  As a kid attending St. Mary’s grade 
school, Jason always wanted to play for Coach Smith.  Coming back to Pittsburg 
allowed him to play for his favorite coach!  Some of his fondest memories 
include government class with Mr. Normand, grabbing lunch at Bob’s grill with 
classmates, and Friday nights under the lights at Hutch Field! 

JASON HOFFMAN 

Lisa (Russian) Jordan, 1980 graduate of Colgan High School, wrote about her 
parents, “There was a little lady and man who had so many children they didn’t 
know what to do, so they sent them all to Colgan.”  It made sense, since they were 
both graduates; Jim Russian graduated in 1952 and Johnna (Gilbert) Russian in 
1955.  Jim and Johnna celebrated their 65th anniversary on September 3. Lisa’s 
parents enjoy cruising and have been on approximately 70 cruises.  “I want to be 
like them when I grow up!” Lisa wrote.  Lisa is the fifth of the Russian six children.  
“I cherished my Catholic education as the focus was always on God and still is.  
It instilled great habits for me to carry throughout my life and to pass on to my 
children.” Both of Lisa’s children graduated from SMC.  Jeni (Jordan) Driskill (’04) 
lives in Carl Junction with her husband, DJ and 10 year old daughter, Gracyn 
Marie. DJ is the assistant principal for Pre-K, -first grade and Jeni is the Bright 
Futures coordinator for Carl Junction schools. “I had the honor of being football 

homecoming queen my senior year,” Lisa wrote. “My daughter did as well.”  Lisa’s 
son, Chase, (’09) lives in Pittsburg and has his own business, Chase Lawn Care. 
“He’s a very hard worker and loves to help others in any way that he can.  Both of 
my kids have huge hearts!”  Lisa went to cosmetology school at Pitt State, which 
was a nine month program.  “I have been dressing hair for 40 years. Is it time 
to retire yet?” Of those 40 years, 20 have been spent dressing hair at a nursing 
home. “It ’s very difficult, yet very rewarding.  Most generally, I get closure with 
the residents as I get to go to the funeral home and make them beautiful one last 
time. I love what I do!”  Lisa also has a huge heart.  Lisa enjoys working out daily, 
gardening, loving on her two cats, shopping and cruising.  She especially enjoys 
spending time with her family and friends and has been on 18 cruises. She hopes 
to keep that number growing after COVID-19.   Lisa wrote, “I am very blessed in 
so many ways and grateful for every day I get to celebrate life!  God is good!!”

LISA (RUSSIAN) JORDAN 
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Bob Keller was the third of seven children of Joe and Virginia Keller to 
graduate from St. Mary’s Colgan.  Mrs. Delaney was the kindergarten teacher 
for all seven of them.  Bob wrote, “Today, I still have many great memories of 
attending school at St. Mary’s Colgan.  I was blessed to have been afforded the 
opportunity to have a Catholic education. There are no words for how this molded 
my life. Although our class was small, several of us have remained friends for life.”  
Shortly after graduation, Bob married Debbie Rink, who later taught at St. Mary’s.  
After graduating from Pittsburg State University, Bob went to work for McNally’s 
in Pittsburg for 12 years in the construction division, working projects throughout 
the United States including: Tuscaloosa, Alabama; Clay, Kentucky; Tulsa and 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma; and then back to Pittsburg. For the last 30 years they 
have lived in Branson, Missouri with Bob working with Larry Snyder and Co., of 
which Bob is currently the CEO. Bob wrote, “We have experienced many boom 

cycles in Branson and to date have constructed over 35 motels and numerous 
resorts in the Branson area.  Wonderworks, on the 76 strip is one of our most 
recently completed projects.” While in  Branson Debbie was a Professor at 
College of the Ozarks and Assistant Director of the Child Development Center for 
20 years. Debbie passed away in December of 2017.  Bob still lives in Branson and 
is currently a parishioner of Our Lady of the Lake.   Bob was blessed with three 
great children: Jeramy, Lindsey (deceased) and Joseph.  Jeramy is a 1993 Colgan 
graduate.  He currently lives in Pittsburg where he is a Senior Project Manager for 
Crossland Construction. Two of his sons, Kannon and Gus, attend SMC. Jeramy’s 
wife, Nicole, is an assistant principal at Carl Junction high school.  Lake Keller, 
Bob’s oldest grandson, is an officer in the tank division at Ft. Riley, Kansas. Bob’s 
youngest son, Joseph, just started his surgical residency in Columbus, Ohio, at 
Mt. Carmel Hospital.  Joe and his wife, Katherine, have one son, Bodhi.

BOB KELLER

Mike Boone graduated with the St. Mary’s High School class of 1960, the 
last class to graduate from the old red brick building.  Mike’s post-graduation life 
has been full.  He enrolled at PSU in September of 1960 and graduated in June of 
1964.  In December 1963, he and Judy Kerley (PHS ’58) were married in Pittsburg.  
They will celebrate their 57th wedding anniversary this Christmas time.  Mike and 
Judy have two children, Amanda and Timothy, five grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. Their grandchildren are Ian, Tori, Alexander, Will and Emma and great 
granddaughter Serenity, who Mike said, to their delight, is anything but serene! 
Following graduation from PSU, Judy and Mike relocated to the Pacific Northwest 
where Mike completed a master’s degree at Washington State University and 
Judy taught music in the public schools; they returned to WSU for doctoral 
study from 1968 to 1971.  In between the years in graduate school, they lived 
in California, where they both taught, Judy in an inner-city elementary school 
in Bakersfield and Mike in the high school in the Shafter.  In 1970, Mike began 
an eighteen-year stint as an assistant principal, principal and superintendent 
in several Washington school districts.  But in 1988, they headed to Texas 

where Mike would teach and work with students in the graduate Educational 
Leadership program at Texas State University until retiring in 2017 as Professor 
Emeritus.  Judy and Mike continue to live in San Marcos, their home of 32 years, 
where they enjoy the warm climate (most days), avidly follow the varying 
fortunes of the Texas Rangers and Dallas Cowboys and travel as often as they 
can.  Mike wrote, ”The years at SMC hold several pleasant memories for me, of 
friends, favorite teachers, and of my overall experience as a student there. Thanks 
to the internet, I’ve been able to reconnect with former class members and was 
looking forward to our class reunion in late June of the year. Unfortunately, this 
event had to be postponed due to the ongoing pandemic. Hopefully it can be 
rescheduled. Among the many teachers I encountered at St. Mary’s High School, 
two especially stand out in my memory: our principal Sister M. Linus who had a 
gift for dealing tactfully but firmly with her charges, and Sister M. Cleophas, with 
whom I enjoyed “discussing” politics and who always had the last word! But I 
especially appreciate the solid educational experience I had at SMC and I am 
grateful to have been a part of it all.”

MIKE BOONE   

Norma (Holland) Maninger Ridgeway attended St. Mary’s from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, graduating in 1950.  After high school she attended Kansas 
State Teacher’s College, (now Pittsburg State University).  While in college, she 
worked for Fr. Stremel at the Rectory preparing and copying the bulletin, and 
counting and recording the weekly collection.  “I was paid 50 cents an hour.  
That was enough to buy books for college,” Norma recalled.  At KSTC, she studied 
Home Economics and was a member of the Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority.  When 
she graduated in 1954, Norma had an offer to teach in Western Kansas for a 
salary of $2,000 for the year.  Norma opted instead to go to Kansas City where she 
took a job with TWA as an airline hostess.  “Back then you had to stay the same 
weight as when you were hired,” Norma recalled.  One of her roommates was off 
work for three months while she shed a few pounds.  Norma enjoyed her regular 
flights from Kansas City to New York.  Two of Norma’s sorority sisters, Ruthie and 
Amy Maninger, fixed her up with their brother, Warren, who was ten years older.  
After dating for a while, they made plans to marry at Our Lady of Lourdes.  Warren 
was working as a pilot for Pittsburg Tank and Tower and was delayed by a couple 
of days for their wedding as bad weather kept him from being able to fly home.  
When Norma called Fr. Stremel about moving the wedding, she was told they 
could have it either before or after the football game – after all it was October 
and the St. Mary’s high school season was in full swing.  TWA did not allow their 
airline hostesses to be married, so after working for them for a year and half, 
Norma quit.  The couple lived in New Jersey and California, among other places 

as they moved around for Warren’s job.  In June of 1967, when their two sons, Mike 
and Hank, were nine and six-years-old, Warren was killed in an air plane crash.  
The cargo plane he was flying was hit by an American US Air Force fighter jet that 
was flying in unauthorized air space, near Saigon, Vietnam.  Norma later married 
Russ Ridgeway.  They made their home in Danville, California.  Norma worked for 
30 years for Home Interiors and Gifts, eventually becoming a Branch Manager.  
Norma retired with the plan to travel with Russ.  Shortly after she retired, and 
after 25 years of marriage, Russ died of complications after open heart surgery.  
Norma still lives in the house she and Russ bought over 50 years ago.  Her back 
yard is full of flowers that she likes to cut and make into arrangements.  She 
had done floral arranging with Home Interiors.   Sadly, Norma has also lost two 
significant others, Louie, that she was with for 10 years and Dick, who after 14 
years together, passed away about a year and a half ago.  But at 88 years old, 
Norma takes it all in stride.  Norma’s oldest son, Mike, is currently living with her 
due to the pandemic.  He had previously lived in both Japan and Europe.  He is a 
qualified yoga instructor and musician.  Her younger son, Hank, lives in nearby 
Berkley with his wife, Lynn, 15-year-old son, Warren and step son Henry.  Hank 
is also a musician and in six bands, including Nashville Honeymoon with Lynn.  
Norma also has a three step daughters, Karen, Debbie and Jeanette.  Norma has 
many great memories of her school days and growing up in Pittsburg and stays 
in contact with classmate and friend Pat Hoffman.  

NORMA (HOLLAND) MANINGER RIDGEWAY   

5Mother of the Church
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St. Mary’s Colgan Alumni-

It is with great excitement that I write this note to our alumni.  As I begin my second year 
as principal I want to take some time to reflect.  First, I want to say thank you.  Thank you 
for your continued support of St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools.  It is with your strong 
foundation that SMC has the Faith, Excellence and Tradition that it has become known 
for.   I feel blessed to be working at your school.  From day one, I have been impressed.  
First impressions are hard to get out of your mind, and Colgan didn’t disappoint!  I 
was impressed with our students and teachers and how they are willing to step up for 
any given situation.  Our teachers serve as moral role models for our students and the 

daily exposure to the Catholic faith helps create that strong foundation for our students.  Another entity that I have been 
impressed with is our amazing Booster Club, Fine Arts Council and PTO.  The support of these organizations is a huge 
part of our success here at Colgan. They go above and beyond to help support our school system.  Being a parish school 
helps create a sense of community that allows for fellowship, friendship and service.  Amazing!  

The year started with me learning that I was too old to try and keep up with the volleyball/football players (blew my knee 
out) and it ended with a worldwide pandemic.  Can’t wait to see what year two has in store! As Father Labenz would say, 
“LET’S GO”!!!  God will provide and our Faith is strong.  We are Colgan! 

God Bless,  
Wes Streeter, 7-12 Principal 

From the Principal

God-send and true blessing.  That is how SMC Administration describes a major gift recently received from Peter and 
Veronica (Yaghmour ’92) Mallouk. Although the Mallouk’s gift has been in the planning since November, the importance 
of the technology that has been purchased has been magnified. When schools closed on March 13 due to the coronavirus, 
SMC teachers and administration went on overdrive to continue educating our students using our current technology. 
The need for one-to-one technology became apparent. With the lead gift from the Mallouks, SMC has purchased 254 
Chromebooks, one for each of our 7th-12th students and teachers, 3rd-6th graders will have laptops and Kindergarten-
2nd will have Ipads, additionally, 25 teacher laptops have been purchased. “We are happy to help level the playing field,” 
Veronica said about their gift.  This will put the same technology in the hands of each 7th-12th grade student and teacher. 
Catholic education is highly valued by Peter and Veronica. Veronica and her brothers Ted (‘87) and George (‘90) are all 
SMC graduates, Peter is a graduate of Rockhurst High School in Kansas City, their oldest son graduated from St. Thomas 
Aquinas in 2019 and their twins are freshman at Aquinas this fall.  They have been long time supporters of the Catholic 
Education Foundation in Kansas City which provides children in need with scholarships to attend Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City. Because the tie to Veronica’s alma mater is strong, Peter and Veronica are helping to bridge 
the gap that exists between what is received in tithes and actual costs to run St. Mary’s Colgan School. After high school, 
Veronica attended KU, where she met Peter. Both are KU graduates in the field of finance. In 2004, Peter took over a small 
firm called Creative Planning. They provide financial planning and investment management for families and businesses.  
Today, Creative Planning is one of the top independent wealth management firms in America. Veronica said, “Peter and I 
were born on third base to loving parents who had immigrated to the United States.” It’s a phrase she credits to Peter, but 
reflects their understanding that not everyone has the same advantages.  Their gift will help change that. 

Mallouk’s Gift Helps Bridge the Gap  
SMC is now One to One

Faith, Excellence Tradition cont.
Janeen is the first person in her family, on both sides, to finish high school. She even earned her first college credits while 
in high school and earned her CNA.  Janeen is now going to Pittsburg State University, and will be applying to nursing 
school this fall. 

Recently, Janeen asked her mom what she thought when her grades were low.  “She said that Fr. Adam had a vision for 
them and if they went along with it, it would end up good in the end.  And she was right.”  Janeen said.  “I give all the 
credit to Fr. Adam. He changed our life.”
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Back Where it All Began
There are 18 steps to the upstairs of the McCullough Gymnasium.  As a 
kindergartner in 1952, Steve Herman (’65) counted them. Steve has many fond 
memories of the gym as a kindergartner and a high schooler, and now can add 
renovating the lobby to the list.  In October of 2019, Steve joined the maintenance 
staff at St. Mary’s Colgan as a carpenter. Coming full circle back to work at his 
alma mater has been quite a blessing to Steve. “I consider myself to be the 
luckiest guy in the world to have gone to school here,” Steve said.  “I received a 
tremendous education.” Steve’s class of 1965 developed a very strong bond that 
keeps them connected today.  “There were 42 of us in the class of ’65,” he recalled. 
As a freshman, Steve was a member of Coach Frank Crespino’s first football team.  
Boys’ choir and Schola played a big part in his high school experience.  “Boys’ 
Schola was a singing group with Sister Eustasia in charge.  She was the most influential teacher I had.” After high school, 
Steve served two years active duty in the Navy, including a tour in Vietnam. He returned to receive his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business Administration from Pittsburg State University.  Steve spent the next 35 years working as a construction 
engineer for several entities in the Kansas City area, including the city of Merriam, Johnson County, and Long John 
Silvers. From 1991 to his retirement in 2006, he worked for Applebee’s serving as Director of Construction and Franchise 
Development.  When Steve started, there were 11 total Applebee’s restaurants and by his retirement that had mushroomed 
to 1,800.

After retiring, Steve returned to Southeast Kansas, buying a home on Spring River, near Riverton.  He met and married 
Debbie Nichols in 2007, a middle school history teacher at Riverton and a close friend of SMC President of Schools Dennis 
Burke and his wife Mary. Debbie and Dennis and Mary’s friendship began years ago when Dennis was Superintendent 
at Riverton and Debbie’s kids and the Burke’s kids were in day care together.  Knowing Steve’s carpentry ability, Dennis 
inquired if Steve would be interested in helping on campus with some renovations. In the summer of 2019, SMC was 
blessed to have a new weight room built next to the practice field and track.  The plan was made to convert part of the old 
weight room into a meeting space, and the remaining part to be added to the Bargain Corner (previously called the Good 
Will), but it was difficult for our maintenance team to have enough dedicated time to work on the remodel.  Steve agreed 
to help.  The meeting space, named Guadalupe Hall, was finished, but more projects kept showing up on Steve’s to-do list, 
including renovating the old concession stand area on the main level of the McCullough Gym into a restroom and painting 
the lobby.  Recently, Steve has built plexiglass partitions for the parish and school offices and lunchroom. 

Steve enjoys being back on his old stomping grounds rekindling memories of his youth.  “My Grandma was Mary Albertini 
and she was the cook when I was in school. Sometimes she would call over to us on the playground out the back kitchen 
window and have something baked for us.” Steve recalled.  He continued to recall the Priests and Sisters of his days, 
including Fr. Colgan who he described “as a heck of a guy.”   He talked about all his classmates and where they are now, 
also recalling the friends who have passed away, including Carl Dellasega who died in 8th grade.  “There were at least 10 
veterans from our class,” he said with pride, then proceeded to name them.  Many of their classmates still gather at Barto’s 
every couple of months. Steve’s love for St. Mary’s Colgan is obvious. He choked up when recalling a conversation with 
classmates about what makes SMC so special.  “I think it is Tradition,” he said. “If they told me tomorrow they didn’t need 
me to work anymore, I would still come do it as a volunteer.  This is the greatest community within a community I have 
ever known.”    

Congratulations 
Girls Golf 
STATE Champs
In only the second year of having a Girls Golf Team, these Lady 
Panthers secured the 1-3A State Championship Title!  The Panthers 
won every tournament they entered this year, on both the varsity and 
JV level.  They will hang the third white banner, signifying a girls’ sport, 
in the SMC Fieldhouse.
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Mail this form to: SMC Alumni, PO BOX 214, Pittsburg KS 66762 or email the information to: alumni@OLLsmc.com

Name:    Class of: __________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Announcement: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Keep your fellow alumni updated on your life. Send in announcements of births, weddings,  
career changes and advancements or other life updates. We will publish them in our next SMC Alumni 
Newsletter.

SMC All-School Reunion
June 25-27, 2021

If you would like to help with the planning  
and running of the All-School Reunion, 
please email Chris (Wilbert) Flood at  

alumni@OLLsmc.com.


