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To the Faith
Through SMC

Kelli (Gariglietti) Farha (‘91)

My life at St. Mary’s Colgan began in the summer of 1986 at the age of thirteen. I had 
several friends in my neighborhood who attended SMC. They often came to my house with 
other SMC classmates. I noticed the bond they shared and how they treated one another. 
I listened to the songs they sang and the funny stories they shared about their classmates, 
teachers, and their understanding of their faith and religion. I wanted to be a part of that and I 
asked my parents to send me to SMC. This led to an interview with Fr. Ivan Eck. I was a bit nervous 
prior to the interview, but it was nothing to fear. He quickly put me at ease and I learned he just 
wanted to hear why I wanted to attend SMC. I told him for two reasons. I wanted to be a part of the 
friendship I saw among my SMC friends and that I felt safe when I was with them and at their school 
events. He told me I was welcome to start that fall if I would like and I eagerly accepted his offer. So, I 
began 8th grade at SMC with Mr. Compton as my teacher. It was a great first year. Lots of fun memories 
and that’s the year I really got to know my 25 classmates. I was very lucky to be a part of the class of 1991 
who had largely been together since kindergarten but they accepted me as a latecomer and quickly caught 
me up on the stories and songs I had missed throughout the years. 

While I was attracted to the faith I heard my classmates discuss, religion was not a reason I originally chose 
to attend SMC. However, once I started at SMC this quickly changed. Religion quickly became my favorite class. 
I loved beginning each morning by attending Mass. As soon as I received my driver’s permit, I started attending 
Mass on the weekends. Many times, my friends’ families would see me and invite me to sit with them or offer for me 
to go with them the following week. So, school and church at SMC quickly became a part of my life. 

As a non-Catholic I felt free to ask questions in religion class. I fell in love with the Catholic religion over the years and 
when I was a senior I decided I had made myself wait long enough and it was time to think about becoming Catholic. 
So after a school Mass one day, I approached Fr. Gile and told him I wanted to become Catholic. He asked that I share 
this with my parents, which I did, and they supported me in my decision. I had attended SMC for 5 years by this time 
and no one else in my family was going to become Catholic. So, Fr. Gile began meeting with me over the lunch hour to 
prepare me to become Catholic rather than attending RCIA. This really was a great experience and I remember many 
of our conversations to this day. I chose two sponsors to help me through the process, Mr. Normand and Sr. Patrice. 
What great sponsors to share with me their love of the church and their relationship with Christ! As I was already 
baptized as a child in my grandparent’s church, my conversion process involved completing my first reconciliation, 
first communion, and confirmation. Fr. Gile let me pick a date and I chose to become Catholic at an 11am mass during 
a school day on November 11, 1990. I’ll never forget the date. My family and some friends attended the mass. I was 
given the permission to be a little late returning from lunch and my family and I had a small celebration following 
mass by eating lunch at the Asian Place. 

I really appreciate how not only the staff at SMC School, but also my friends’ families embraced me when they noticed 
my curiosity about the Church. Now nearly 30 years later I am the mother of three children that have been raised 
Catholic since birth. I have gone through their baptisms, first reconciliations, first Eucharist, and Confirmations. I’ve 
watched other family’s traditions and adopted some of them as my children received their Sacraments for the first 
time. I try to do my best to set an atmosphere where my children feel free to ask me questions just like I did as a non-
Catholic attending SMC. I truly believe this is how you make your religion your faith. Those questions led to my love 
of the Church and its teachings. I see it doing the same for my own children and I learn a lot from them as they ask 
questions, grow, and learn about their Catholic faith. 

I now live over 600 miles from home. Kansas will always be my home even though I’ve been gone for ten years. It is 
a great comfort that the one thing that has stayed the same in my life no matter where I have lived is attending mass. 
Each time I attend mass I feel like it’s a chance to go home. The quiet space of the church brings me a lot of peace 
and comfort.  To this day, I am so very thankful for the decisions I made to attend SMC school and become Catholic. 
Truly among the best decisions I have made and both had a tremendous impact changing my life for the better.

Would you be willing to share your story of how SMC brought you or a member of your family to the Catholic Church?  
Please contact Chris Flood at alumni@OLLsmc.com or 620-231-2135.
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I had not ridden on a school bus for at least 15 years, but on July 12, 2019, I boarded the SMC mini bus  
along with 9 others as we made the journey to Wichita to say our final goodbyes to Sister Patrice Joyce. 
While it was wonderful to see my colleagues from the past, the journey was one of very mixed emotions. 

We were greeted at the St. Mary’s Mount by several Sisters who had served at the St. Mary’s Schools… 
Sister Rosina, Sister Guadeloupe, and Sister Ramona. It wasn’t long before I noticed that the chapel was filled to near capacity, and Our 
Lady of Lourdes was represented by 24 people that came to take the final walk with Sister Patrice. Father Joe Gile gave the most eloquent 
homily that I have ever heard, and no truer words were spoken of the lovely Sister Patrice.

I met Sister Patrice in 1979 when she joined our faculty to teach English and French. We seemed to be instantly drawn to each other, 
and I’m sure it was because we both taught English…I know, for me, it wasn’t the French. That relationship blossomed for the next 
40 years, and we had so many conversations about teaching, family, faith, and life.  I learned all about her difficult childhood and her 
decision to enter the Convent when she was 14 years old and taking her final vows at age of 20. Understanding her childhood was key to 
understanding Sister. She was grateful for everything she had as a child growing up in the Depression and grateful for the aunts that help 
raise her after the loss of both her mother and step-mother. Sister was grateful for everything…no matter how big or small. 

Sister was so invested in our schools and in learning. I remember when my son was teaching her about computers. He adored her. They 
had each other on speed dial, and when Sister called, she was top priority!  She wanted to learn how to use different programs and 
especially email so she could stay in contact with her family and former students. And she did just that! 

During her time in Pittsburg, Sister came to love all of the people she met whether they were students, parents, parish members, or people 
from the community. It was extremely difficult for her leave in 2008 when she decided to retire to the Mount in Wichita.

Whether you knew Sister as a teacher or knew her from Church or sang in the choir with her, I’m sure you instantly learned what a good 
soul she was. I have often described her as a lady with a goodness of heart. But behind that good heart, there was a very shy lady whose 
best defense for her shyness was her smile. I can still see her cocking her head slightly to the side when she approached anyone. But 
she always did that with the broadest smile I have ever seen.  She was always soft spoken and often times I had to strain to hear that 
soft voice. Sister was always gentle and kind in her actions and thoughts. She never uttered a harsh word or an unkind remark. She was 
exemplary of what it was to be Christ-like. I think she was in her greatest comfort zone was when she was in Church. It was truly a holy 
experience for her every single day of her life…and even more so when she was singing. Her voice was angelic, but never lacked power. 
She was most joyous when she was in Church.

I don’t know why we were so fortunate to have Sister delivered to us at SMC, but we were. Her students did not know how often she 
prayed for them. Her hardest days in teaching were the days she had to finalize report cards. She agonized over her grades, never 
wanting to record a bad grade for a student and always wanting to give each and every student the most encouragement possible. Sister 
was always the last teacher to leave the building on report card day. How fortunate her colleagues and students were to experience 
her example of a great teacher…one who had complete love and compassion for each student that walked through her door. She was a 
treasure, a jewel, and an example of a goodness that we were lucky to witness. She had that true goodness of heart that is so rare. Sister 
was meek, mild, humble, gentle, and kind. Praise somewhat embarrassed her, but she accepted it with grace. And she was grateful…
always grateful!  Sister followed in the footsteps of her Lord, and, no doubt, she is now basking in the warmth of His arms. 

I consider myself blessed to call Sister my friend. She was supportive and never judgmental. And I knew she always had me in her prayers. 
I have seen first-hand the power of her love and the power of her faith. She always found the perfect words when she was consoling the 
sick or consoling a family who had lost a loved one. I am beyond grateful that she was there to console my mother and give her peace 
when she was in her final days.  And she was able to do that because her faith was so strong. She was never shy when she spoke of Jesus. 
She was never shy when she spoke of the Virgin Mary, and she was never shy when she expressed her love for them. As her prayer card 
said, “The road to life leads to you, Lord, if my heart loves You.”

My dear Sister Patrice, I love you beyond measure. May you sing with the Angels, walk with the Saints, and rejoice in your final resting place.   
-Maggie Ryan

SISTER PATRICE JOYCE

Beloved SMC teacher, Sister Patrice (pictured on the right) passed away July 5, 2019.  
Mass of Christian Burial was held July 12, 2019, at Mount St. Mary’s Convent.  

May her soul and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.

Remembering Sr Patrice Joyce
By: Maggie Ryan
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July 21, 2019

Dear St. Mary’s Colgan Alumni and Friends,

April 15 was a sad but wonderful day for Joy, Mary and me for it was the day that a very dear friend was buried in Girard.  As we drove 
closer to Pittsburg, a strong feeling of home filled my heart. Pittsburg was our home for 27 years. 

The truly special part was touring your beautiful campus.  During that tour, we had the privilege of seeing four of your faithful parish 
servants, Donna Landrith, Tom Compton, Beth Smith and Nancy Hicks.  Their warmth and goodness filled our hearts with special memories.

It has been twelve years since we moved to Omaha.  How wonderful it is to get updates on the exciting progress and activities that have 
taken place in your faith-filled parish. It was even greater seeing your continued progress and expansion. 

Learning that you are once again blessed to have Sisters in both schools is close to miraculous.  Our Lady surely must be interceding for you.  
How truly blessed you are.

The renovated church looks bright, inviting and uplifting. The selections of colors and materials are heavenly.  I wished that we could have 
celebrated Mass with all of you again. 

My most treasured memory was the morning Fathers Steinberger, Stroot and Komer surprised us by concelebrating Mass for the safe 
delivery of our three girls.  How dearly touching that still is to me.  I will always be grateful.

We are blessed to belong to a parish that emits holiness and love.  Mary and Matt send two of their offspring to our parochial school.  
Interestingly, the classroom cap is 32 students.  Tuition is rather high but worth the investment.  

Tone is as exuberant as before and loves researching the markets. He still misses his dear clients and friends.   Christian lives in Denver and 
is Senior Vice President of Natural Gas Liquids. Mary is a wife and full-time, wonderful mother to four lively children. Joy works for  
Catholic Health Initiatives and is assistant coach for the Creighton Rowing Team.  Rachel has collected three Master’s degrees and  
graduated May 19 with her doctorate in Urban Education while teaching fulltime.  We are filled with gratitude for the wonderful 
educational foundations given our offspring at St. Mary’s and Colgan.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

We carry you in a very special place in our hearts and prayers.

Blessings to you, 
Pat Dobrauc

Congratulations 
to the 2019 
SMC State 

Championship 
Softball Team



Kyle Bache graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan with the class of 2009.  After high 
school, Kyle attended Pittsburg State University where he received his Bachelor’s degree 
in Biology in 2013. He was then accepted into Oklahoma State University’s Veterinary 
Medicine program and is scheduled to graduate in May of 2020 as a Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine. He plans to be a small animal and exotic animal veterinarian. Kyle and his 

girlfriend, Amanda Barnes, from Weir, have been dating for six years. When asked about 
a favorite memory of SMC, he wrote, “I really enjoyed the track and field program at SMC. 
I had a great experience with the sport and all of the coaches that the school had while 
I was there. I looked forward to practice every day during the spring.” Kyle is the son of 
Randy and Teresa Bache.

KYLE BACHE

Justin Hamilton graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan, the last class of the century, in 
1999. Justin is the son of Cathy (Gibson ’71) and Carl Hamilton. Justin’s siblings are Shawn 
(’89), Michelle Beaman (’94), Brian (’96), and Adam (’97).  After high school, Justin went on 
to graduate from Pittsburg State University in 2003 with a Bachelor’s of Science degree 
in Engineering Technology, emphasis in Plastics.  Justin also enjoyed playing four years of 
college baseball at Pitt State, culminating on a team in 2002 that still holds the most wins 
in a season in Pitt State history, along with playing in the NCAA Division II central regional.  
After graduating in the winter of 2003, he married Emily Waltrip (’98) and they moved to 
Counce, TN in support of his first professional position out of school.  There he worked 
for Alliant Techsystems in the Space and Defense sector, overseeing the manufacturing 
of Delta IV rocket casings.  After a few years in Tennessee, Justin and Emily welcomed 
their first son, Bryson, and quickly decided that they needed to get back closer to home.  
In 2008, he took a position at Spirit AeroSystems in Wichita, Kansas, as a Research and 
Development engineer in composites.  He then was recruited by a supplier to sell carbon 
fiber, prepreg, and honeycomb core to the industry. He is now a regional account manager 
for Hexcel Corporation and has been with the company for 10 years.  After settling in 
Wichita, Justin and Emily have welcomed 4 other children into their family.  “I guess that 
makes us a ‘good’ Catholic family with 5 mouths to feed!”  Bryson (14), Dylan (13), Preston 
(11), Avery (10), and Beckley (8) make their lives quite interesting and they chase them 
around the state for various functions.  The children attend Magdalen Catholic School in 
the Wichita diocese, and their oldest, Bryson, will be a freshman at Kapaun Mount Carmel 
in the fall.  Justin coaches many of their athletic teams, taking the approach of the three 

hall of fame coaches that he was blessed to play for.  Colgan coaches all had the same 
fundamental approach to each sport, teach the boys how to play for God, teammates, 
and then self (in that order) and he tries to instill that in each sport he coaches.  Justin’s 
fondest memories of “growing up Colgan” are the friendships made through 12 years 
together in that small town intimate environment, and, of course, Friday night lights.  “We 
all have remained friends through the years, some attending college together, but we all 
check in on one another from time to time.”  The thoughts of roaming the old school halls, 
Mr. Wenzel’s art class, or simply lounging in Senior hall, always bring a smile to his face.  
For Justin, moving on to play baseball in college, never came close to competing with 
classmates at Colgan.  “I didn’t know it at the time, probably because he made us work 
so hard, but Mike Watt really shaped us as young men and pulled the best out of us as 
an athlete.  Winning three straight State Championships, with a great coach and lifelong 
friends, is something that I’ll never forget.” Justin attributes much of his successes to the 
foundation that St. Mary’s Colgan builds in so many young lives.  “As I get older, and have 
children grow up in the Catholic school system, I realize how special of a place Colgan 
is.  I truly believe that the traditions are unmatched anywhere, those traditions, as silly 
as some may seem, foster a culture of teamwork and fellowship.  I believe that is why so 
many Colgan teams are successful in athletics, in the age of individualism, we learned that 
it was more important that the person standing next to you was successful, than yourself.  
That unselfishness, instilled in us by our teachers and coaches, has not only made the 
Colgan community a better place, but I hope we have all made a positive impact on those 
around us.”  After all – it only takes a spark…...

JUSTIN HAMILTON

Bryan Main graduated from SMC in 1989 and married his high school love, Brenda 
Pollom, on July 1, 1989. He has been with the Pittsburg Fire Department since October 1996, 
and is currently a Battalion Chief.   Bryan has been a Registered Nurse since December 
2008, and works in the Emergency Department and Postop Recovery Unit at Ascension 
Via Christi. Bryan’ wife, Brenda, also works for Ascension Via Christi in Clinical Informatics. 
Bryan obtained his Associates degree in Fire Science from Kansas City Community 
College and his Associates degree in Nursing from Labette Community College. Bryan and 
Brenda have three daughters, Brittney (Main) McCready (‘07), Brandee (‘12) and Brooke 
(‘14). Brittney received her associated degree from LCC and her BSN from UMKC. Brooke 
also attended LCC and has her associate degree in nursing. Both are also registered 
nurses and work in the critical care and emergency at Mercy Hospital Joplin. Brandee is 
in her third year of medical school at Arkansas College of Osteopathic Medicine.  Their 
grandchildren also attend St. Mary’s, Jace (5th) and Braelyn (1st). Brooke will marry her 
high school sweetheart, Kaleb Hamilton (‘15) in January ‘20 and Brandee is engaged to 

Andrew Stewart (‘16).  Bryan and Brenda are very proud of their family. Hard work and 
dedication are values they have instilled in their daughters. One of Bryan’s favorite quotes 
is “Failure is not an option”; meaning not to fear failure as there are many failures you 
must go through for success. When Bryan would drop the girls off at school, he would 
always tell them “study hard the rest of your life depends on it”. He continues to tell Jace 
and Braelyn this as well. Bryan says he was not a great student in high school and realized 
later in life the importance of a good education. He did not seek his degree in nursing 
until he was thirty-five.  Bryan’s passion is staying physically fit. He has participated in 
multiple running events, triathlons, duathlons, and warrior dashes (family affair) over 
the years. Deer hunting and fishing are hobbies he enjoys and shares with his girls and 
grandkids. Bryan and Brenda have a love of travel. From hiking locally to trips to Mexico, 
they are enjoying their “empty nest”.  Their daughter’s just threw them a surprise 30th 
anniversary party at their nephew, Blaise’s (‘10) bar and grill “The Pitt” with their family 
and close friends.  

BRYAN MAIN
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Tom Yoakam graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 1979.  He then attended Pittsburg 
State University graduating in the fall of 1984, with a Bachelor of Business Administration 
Degree with majors in Economics and Marketing.  After graduating college, Tom went to 
work as a Credit Analyst for Dun & Bradstreet in Kansas City.  Tom returned to Pittsburg 
to work for City National Bank in the Lending Department.  In 1990, Tom was seriously 
hurt in a car wreck in which he broke his neck and crushed his spinal cord.  As a result 
of his injuries, Tom was paralyzed from chest down and spent five months in hospitals.  
After several months of working to recover from his injuries, Tom went to work for the 
Comptroller of the Currency (A Division of the U.S Treasury) as a Bank Examiner.  In 1993, 
after passing all testing, Tom was commissioned as a National Bank Examiner for the 
Comptroller of the Currency.  In 1999, Tom developed a strategy, wrote the business plan 
and founded University National Bank in Pittsburg.  Tom served as President and Chief 
Executive of the bank until 2009.  In 2009, Tom left the bank to become Chief Financial 

Officer for CDL Electric, a position he remains at today. In 1992, Tom married Michelle 
Chelesnik from Springfield, Missouri.  In 1996, Tom and Michelle traveled to Chengdu, 
China to adopt their son, Marcus.  Four years later, the Yoakam’s adopted their daughter, 
Victoria, who was born in Beijing, China.  Both children attended St. Mary’s Colgan with 
Marcus graduating in 2015 and Victoria graduating in 2017. When reflecting on his years at 
St Mary’s Colgan, Tom said, “One of the main things that I remember and enjoyed so much 
was that many of my classmates were together from kindergarten through our senior year 
at Colgan.”  He added, “We had some new classmates that arrived during high school that 
also became very close friends.  Our class was a very close group and all my classmates 
were a very important part of my life.”  Tom went on to state that “tradition and faith have 
always been and remain a huge part of the St. Mary’s Colgan foundation and still is 
today.  I was very fortunate and I am very thankful that my parents provided me with the 
opportunity to be able to attend and be a part of St. Mary’s Colgan.”

TOM YOAKAM

Mary Beth Yoakam Dunlavy graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 1969 having attended 
kindergarten through high school. “It is hard to believe that my class will be celebrating 
our 50th reunion this year!” After graduation Mary Beth attended what is now Pittsburg 
State University graduating with a degree in Elementary Education in 1978 and continued 
her education at Pitt State earning Master’s Degrees in Learning Disabilities and Behavior 
Disorders in 1983. She worked for Pittsburg USD 250 and Interlocal 637 in Special 
Education and recently retired after 40 years of teaching. Throughout her career, Mary 
Beth taught Elementary K-6 Learning Disabilities, Middle School self-contained Behavior 
Disorders, Inclusion 8th Grade, was the MTSS Reading Coordinator and the MTSS Behavior 
Coordinator. She served as the President of the Pittsburg Education Association and the 
interlocal 637 Education Association.  Mary Beth has two children, Kelly Gartner (’93) and 
J.D. Dunlavy (attended SMC but graduated from PHS ’99), who both live in the Pittsburg 
area. She is also blessed with two grandsons, Taylor Cronister, who attended SMC K-8th 

and Tanner Cronister (’15), and two granddaughters who are both current SMC students, 
Gracee Dunlavy, senior, and Madison Dunlavy, 4th grade. Mary Beth wrote, “I have so many 
memories of SMC and have been so blessed that my children and grandchildren have 
been able to continue making memories steeped in the tradition and spirit of SMC. Many 
of these memories have influenced my life in such a positive way, from the procession in 
kindergarten to the snake dances and theater productions under the direction of Sister 
Mary Patrick in high school. And now, I am continuing to be blessed by being a part of 
my children and grandchildren’s experiences at SMC. Having the opportunity to be able 
to participate in the football games as a spectator, debate and forensics tournaments as 
a judge, watching dance team performances, and designing sets for theater productions 
have all been a part of the my family’s life at SMC and are experiences I will never forget 
and will forever cherish.”

MARY BETH YOAKAM DUNLAVY

Frances Stahl Moorhead graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 1959. Following 
graduation she attended Mercy School of Nursing in Fort Scott. After she graduated, 
Frances moved to Kansas City to begin working in the operating room at Providence 
Hospital. She met her husband, Allan, who was a student at Washburn University. They 
were married at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Girard on June 1, 1963.  Frances continued 
to make nursing her career in Topeka at St. Francis Hospital. While in Topeka, daughters, 
Leslie Cervantes was born in 1964 and Erin Jarry was born in 1965. Allan was then offered 
an opportunity to move to Denver and, at the same time, a tornado had struck Topeka, 
so it seemed like a good idea to move.  Frances continued working in an operating 

room at St. Anthony’s Hospital. In 1968, their son, Jason, was born. In 1971, Allan received 
an offer to move to New Mexico to start their business, Mechanical Representatives, 
selling commercial heating and air conditioning. Frances became a stay at home Mom.  
Eventually, she joined Allan in the business, retiring after 28 years. Their son, Jason, 
now owns and operates the company. Frances and Allan have been blessed with four 
grandchildren, Alyssa, Josh, Teresa and Kaci, with the last one going away to college in the 
fall.  Frances’ favorite memories of high school include singing in the Glee Club, playing the 
organ at Mass and Sister Cleophas teaching her to enjoy chemistry. 

FRANCES STAHL MOORHEAD  

Walter Murphy graduated from St. Mary’s High School with the class of 1949. He then 
attended Joplin Junior College (MSSU) and worked for Parker’s Funeral Home. In 1951, 
Walter enlisted in the United States Marine Corps. After his time in Korea and after being 
discharged from the Corps, Walter completed a four year electrical training program with 
the Frisco Railway. It was during this time that he was introduced to a nurse named Helen, 
whom he would marry in 1958 in Ft. Smith, Arkansas. Walter and Helen were blessed with 
three children, Natalie, Patrick and Jill Marie. In his 38 years of railway service, Walter 
worked as a locomotive shop foreman for three years in St. Louis, Missouri, 11 years as 
a Locomotive General Foreman in Ft. Smith, Arkansas, three years as the Roadway Shop 
Superintendent in the Engineering Department in Springfield, Missouri and eleven years 
as the Locomotive Shop Superintendent for the Burlington and Santa Fe railway. Their 
daughter, Natalie, is National Sales manager of KY-3 television in Springfield and she and 
her husband have three children, Shannon, Rachel and Ryan. Son, Pat, works at Catholic 

High School in Springfield. He is a graduate of Conception Seminary and received his 
Master’s in Education from Drury University in Springfield. Jill Marie passed away in 2013 
from pancreatic cancer. She was the Executive Assistant to the General Manager of Show 
Me Electric Coop in Marshall, Missouri. She is survived by her husband, Joe, and son, Jack. 
After forty-four years of marriage, Helen passed away in 2002. In 2006, Walter, a Honda 
Gold Wing rider, met Sandy, a Harley rider. This past February 22, they celebrated their 13th 
wedding anniversary. Walter has two great-grandchildren and Sandy has one daughter, 
one grandchild and two great-grandchildren. When asked about his favorite memories of 
St. Mary’s, Walter wrote, “My favorite memory was the first scheduled St. Mary’s baseball 
game (1949) verse the community of Riverton, Kansas, and we won 3 to 0. I am thankful 
for my twelve years at St. Mary’s with the leadership of the Priests, Sisters and fellowship 
of my classmates.” Walter and Sandy are members of Immaculate Conception Church in 
Springfield, Missouri. Sandy joined the Church in 2006.

WALTER MURPHY 
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Alumni Announcements
Alumni Wedding & Anniversary Announcements
And Two Shall Become One
Jayme King (’06) and William Dorr, Jr   April 27, 2019
Kristen Curran (‘12) and Bryan McClure   May 19, 2019
Jared Mazurek (‘12) and Amariah Dean   June 7, 2019
Marlie Barnes (’12) and Jake Gillespie   June 8, 2019
Mary Farmer (‘15) and Michael Timmermeyer   June 29, 2019
Willie Watt (‘08) and Jeanice Bradshaw   July 13, 2019
Aaron Snow (’10) and Morgan Rhue   July 27, 2019

Happy 25th Wedding Anniversary
Craig and Jill (Normand ‘89) VanWey   June 18, 2019

Recently Deceased Alumni
May their souls and the souls of  

all the faithfully departed rest in peace.
James Buche (’52)   May 14, 2019

Edward Quinn (’53)   June 15, 2019
Connie (Compton) Engle (’72)   July 24, 2019

Patricia Ann (Tierney) Hopper (’47)   August 3, 2019

Alumni
NEWSBlasts
Boston Runner
Scott Cichon (‘03), current Math teacher and coach at SMC, completed the Boston 
Marathon, April 15, 2019. In his 10th Boston Marathon, Scott posted his fastest time of 2 
hours, 38 minutes and 55 seconds with a pace of 6:03 per mile.

PSU 2019 Outstanding Senior Male
Congratulations to Long Xiao (‘15) for being named as the Pittsburg State University 
Outstanding Senior Male in 2019.

First Vows
Congratulations to Sister Mary Alice Collar who professed her first vows with the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet on May 11, 2019 in a ceremony that was held at the 
province’s motherhouse in St. Louis. Sister is a 1982 graduate of St. Mary’s Colgan.

Alumni Birth Announcements: Welcome to the Baby Panthers
Nathan and Maggie (Snow ’13) Neiderklein
Announce the birth of a son, Nash Tyler, April 26, 2019

Aaron (’10) and Emily Flood
Announce the birth of a son, John Paul Timothy, April 28, 2019

Adam (’10) and Hannah Barnes
Announce the birth of a daughter, Finley Grace, May 8, 2019

Nate and Alicia (Raymond ’03) Evans
Announce the birth of a son, Roman Paul, May 20, 2019

Matt and Stephanie (Werner ‘06) Rosentreter
Announce the birth of a son, Noah James, June 6, 2019

Austin and Rachel (Barnes ’13) Panko
Announce the birth of a son, Owen David, July 6, 2019

Caleb (’11) and Lainey Dellasega
Announce the birth of a son, Kenneth William, July 9, 2019 

Panther in Topeka
Sarah (Scott ‘98) Warner was recently sworn is a new 
Justice on the Kansas Court of Appeals.   
“Sarah Warner is one of the brightest lawyers in our 
state and an expert in appellate advocacy,” Governor 
Kelly said in a statement. “She will bring a wealth of 
experience and energy to the court.”

Panther Clergy
Congratulations to Fr. Drew Dellasega who was ordained to the priesthood on May 25, 2019. Drew is a 2010 graduate 
of St. Mary’s Colgan.  He has been assigned to St. Francis of Assisi in Wichita.

Pictured is Karen Arnold-Berger, Chief Judge 
of the Kansas Court of Appeals, administers 
the oath of office to Judge Warner as her 
mother, Nancy Scott Brewer, holds the Bible 
and her husband, Brandon Warner, looks on.

Pictured are four Panther Priests currently serving in the Catholic Diocese 
of Wichita: Fr. Bob Wachter (‘68), Fr. Drew Dellasega (’10), Fr. Josh Evans 
(‘06), and Fr. Gabe Greer (‘08).  Not pictured are SMC Alumni: Bishop 
Ronald Gilmore (‘60), Fr. Doug Campbell (‘63) and Fr. Dan Lorimer (‘94). 
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Welcome Fr. Labenz
Fr. Labenz joined St. Mary’s Colgan in June 2019 as our new parochial vicar and chaplain at St. Mary’s Colgan Schools. Fr. Labenz 
was born and raised in Nebraska until he was going into 8th grade when the family moved to Hutchinson. There he attended Trinity 
Catholic High School. He went to seminary at Conception Seminary College and Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in May of 2017 and spent his first two years of his priesthood at St. Francis Assisi in Wichita. 

“Heavenly Father, I thank you for the gift of St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools. Send down your Holy Spirit upon our students, our 
teachers, our faculty and staff, and our priests, and fill them with the breath of your divine life and the fire of your divine love. Keep 
them firm in faith, anchored in hope, and alive in charity. And may the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph her spouse, and all the angels 
and saints intercede for them and protect them this school year. Amen.”
~Fr. Labenz

We know that the start of a new school year is an exciting time for students and adults.  Whether you are a kindergartener starting 
your first full day away from your parents or a senior with a whole year ahead of you of “last times”, the anxiety is very real.  In no 
other field of endeavor or occupation is there such a defined beginning and ending.  It’s as if the New Year is really mid-August 
instead of January!
But whether you are a “newbie” or a veteran, each new school year brings its unique blessings and challenges.  Students and 
staff alike quickly fall into the rhythm of school life.  The last bit of summer over Labor Day weekend is quickly followed by the first 
volleyball and football games.  Cross country, play rehearsals, Community activities all occupy our days and nights and soon true 
autumn weather is upon us and a quarter of the school year is gone.
As something new, we will have a convocation at our first all-school mass.  This will be a special blessing of all the people that 
work at Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Mary’s Colgan schools.  Without these people, many of whom could make considerably more 
in the public and private sectors, our parish and schools could not function.  We want our students, K-12, to see the adults who are 

a part of their lives while here at SMC.  It is also fitting to recognize that every employee, from coaches to custodians, from teachers to secretaries are each 
valuable and appreciated by our parish.
We have also renewed a long-held tradition of housing our teaching Sisters in the convent.  Through much work and effort, they now have the space to 
hopefully expand their presence in our parish and to accommodate visiting Sisters from their Order.  The old weight room will be renovated for much needed 
meeting and ministry space for our many groups and organizations that make our parish so unique.
We are excited to start the 2019-2020 school year.  Please continue your prayers for our students, their families, and the other adults in their lives who are 
committed to helping them become authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.  Under the mantle of Our Lady of Lourdes we will strive to do Christ’s will while 
nurturing Faith, Excellence, and Tradition in those who have been placed in our care.
God Bless, 
Dennis Burke 
President of Schools

Another School Year, a New Beginning

Anchored in Hope
Our theme for the 2019-20 school year
By: Fr Labenz
“One who has hope lives differently.” These are the words of Pope Benedict XVI in his encyclical Spe Salvi, 
and they are the perfect words to introduce our theme for this new school year: Anchored in Hope.

As we begin school, I would like to pose this question to all of our students: “Do you live differently?” Is 
the life that you lead at home, in the classroom, while playing sports, when you are with friends, at your 
job, and in private, different and distinct from the spirit of the world that surrounds you? A person filled 
with the supernatural virtue of hope says “yes.” Why? Because that person’s gaze is not directed inward 
on himself, nor is it focused on the fleeting things of this world (success, honors, riches, popularity, 
fame, power, and pleasure), nor is it overcome by adversity or hardship. No, a person of Christian hope 
has his sights set on something far greater: the Lord God. With confidence and conviction, then, he runs 
headstrong to the promised glories of heaven, bypassing the emptiness and futility of this world for the 
immense joy of everlasting life.

Do you live differently? A person anchored in hope says, “YES!”
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Mail this form to: SMC Alumni, PO BOX 214, Pittsburg KS 66762 or email the information to: alumni@OLLsmc.com

Name:    Class of: __________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Announcement: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Keep your fellow alumni updated on your life. Send in announcements of births, weddings, career changes and advancements or 
other life updates. We will publish them in our next SMC Alumni Newsletter.

Football Homecoming Tailgate
September 27, 2019
Watch the school website for time and location

St. Mary’s Colgan All-School Reunion
June 26-28, 2020




