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It's Not Goodbye
Chuck Smith Retires From Coaching  
While St. Mary's Colgan will never say "goodbye" to the legendary 
head football coach Chuck Smith, after 37 years at the helm, Smith 
has decided to retire from coaching. Coach Smith’s positive influence 
impacted students both on and off the field.  
As is the tradition at St. Mary's Colgan, it all started in the church.  Smith 
addressed the students, faculty, and staff, announcing his retirement, at 
11:30am Mass just prior to Christmas Break 2016.  The news spread 
quickly from the church, to the campus, to the city, and beyond.  Many 
Panthers and Panther Fans quickly turned to social media to confirm the 
news and share their sentiments for Smith.

His legacy is one of hard work, faith and family first, and will forever 
be a part of the SMC tradition. Godspeed Coach!

He will always be a Panther. Thank you for all you have done for our school and athletes. Enjoy your retirement. I couldn't have asked for a 
better example for my children.

One of the best... coach & person.

Best of Luck in your future endeavors Coach.

You are a good man Chuck.

Always a class act, a great role model for the 
players and students at SMC. He is a legend.

Much respect for this man, one of the best football 
coaches I know and the records show it. Good luck 
in your future endeavors Coach, you're presence on 
the field will assuredly be missed.

One of the greatest, and most Godly, men I have 
ever met!! Thanks for the ride Coach - love ya!!

My kids are unequivocally better people for having Chuck Smith in their lives! Wishing him well. 

From an opponent’s perspective: He is the SEK version of Bill Snyder. Hate to see a coach who represented 
the CNC conference with such class and success 
hang up the headset. But he has set a standard for 
all high school coaches to follow. Best wishes Coach 
Smith.

Wishing you the best! Thanks for all you've done for 
our school! You will be missed!

So honored that my son and myself played football 
for him. Coach Smith, thanks from the Kratz family 
and the SMC family.
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What can be said about Chuck Smith that has not already 
been said many times? He has had a deep impact on 
students and, in particular, the players he has coached for 
the last 38 years. And because of the man that he is, he 
will continue to impact the students and people he comes 
in contact with on a daily basis. 
I called Chuck when I heard that he retired from coaching. 
He told me that the decision to retire was the most difficult 
decision that he has ever made and was wavering clear up 
until the time of the his announcement. I understood that 
completely!! Stepping back from something we are good 
at is extremely difficult. Stepping back from something 
that we love is brutal. 
We all know that Chuck is a good man who embodies all 
the qualities of a good Christian.  He has never faltered in 
his faith or in his desire to teach his players and students to 
be good Christians as well.
But, the one quality that I will always remember most 
about Chuck is the RESPECT that he shows to people. 
Over the years of teaching together, there were countless times I have heard him say “ thank you” to the people who gave of their time, talent, 
or treasure. I can remember times when out of the blue he would say, “Thank you, Maggie, for your service.” Or he would thank the Sisters for 
choosing their vocation and making their sacrifice. I would hear him thank parents for helping at concessions or for taking tickets at ballgames. 
The list goes on and on. If he wasn’t thanking people, he was teaching students about respect. How many times I would hear him tell students, 
“Don’t forget to tell your mother Happy Mother’s Day”  or “Be sure to tell your mom and dad that you love them.” He impacted others through 
his own example of love, respect, and service. 
I worked with Chuck from his first day until my last day, and we have managed to stay in contact over the last years. I can’t help but remember 
his well known catch phrase-- “Gosh Dang!” He used that phrase when he was surprised, disappointed, happy, or sad. Two words...but so much 
meaning!  Every once in a while, Chuck calls me and we talk a bit, and we always promise to get together for coffee. Somehow we have NOT 
done that! But one day recently I came home and a had a message from him on my answering machine. He simply said, “Hey, Maggie Ryan, 
this is Chuck. Thank you for your service!” Tears welled up in my eyes to think that 12 years after I resigned Chuck still had an appreciation for 
my service and took the time to let me know. 
Back in the 1980’s when money was scarce, Chuck and I split the duties of the concession stand for Saturday night bingo in the cafeteria of the 
old grade school. The money his players made went to the football team and the money my girls made went to the pep club. It’s just what we did 
when the budget was tight.  So the years of service run deep for Chuck...mowing the cemetery, driving buses, taking kids to help stuff the Chiefs 
program at Pittcraft to name only a few.
Chuck will always stand tall in the eyes of many people. He has earned all the accolades that are bestowed upon him.  I’m so extremely happy 
that he will have more time to spend with his family. He has given a great deal over the years for the church and schools and so has his family. 
We are so fortunate that Chuck chose to share his time and talent with the SMC schools and Our Lady of Lourdes. And we should be indebted to 
Beth and the kids for so graciously sharing him with us. 
I wish you the best, Chuck! Gosh Dang! Let’s have coffee sometime!
Maggie Ryan

Coach Smith has done more than he 
can ever realize for me. The word 
that constantly comes to mind for me 
is respect: respecting your parents, 
respecting each other and respecting the 
school. More important than football, 
he taught me what it means to be a good 
person and have good intentions. He truly 
helped shape the person I am today and I 
will forever be thankful. 

Kenny Hallacy ‘03

Coach Smith inspired in me, and frankly all of his student athletes, a desire to be the best 
person each of us could be. He used his position as head football coach to teach life lessons 
as he developed each one us into better football players and athletes. In fact, there isn't a 
practice or game that I can recall in which Coach didn't work in a message that was much more 
important than just about how to win football games. He stressed the importance of being good 
Catholic men, being good to your parents, putting your teammates above yourself, and giving 
your absolute best at every endeavor that you participate in. Further, I always looked up to 
Coach and the way that he carried himself on and off the field. And because of this example 
- because of his leadership by example - I always wanted Coach Smith to be proud of me. I 
wanted him to think of me as a good football player, but more importantly as a good person.  I 
just didn't want to disappoint him - be it on the football field or off. I still have these feelings 
today. Whenever I am back in Pittsburg and see Coach Smith, I hope that he is proud of who I 
am and what I do. It’s rare that a person has this type of influence over so many people for so 
long. But that's what makes Coach Smith the man, the coach, and the mentor that he is. I wish 
him years of happiness and success now and in the future.
Sincerely, 
Kirk A. Duncan ‘97
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Thanks Coach!
Friends, Colleagues, Players, Students Share Fond Memories



Writing a blurb about Coach Smith has proven more difficult 
than I would have imagined, his influence has no doubt been felt 
by former players and students alike. And anyone who knows 
coach would understand there are plenty of funny stories that 
could be said as well, (like the time he took off driving the bus to 
practice but forgot the ball boy, who just so happened to be his 
son Nick), but I think the most amazing thing about coach has 
been his ability to remain humble through all of his successes in 
his career. His impact on my life is beyond words.  He is truly an 
example of what it means to live ones faith. Thanks Coach!
Matt Wilbert ‘92

I came here from China as a junior in Colgan, and one 
of the first classes that I've ever taken was Coach 
Smith's Algebra course. He has been always 
treating me well. One day, I had a bad cold and 
wasn't feeling well, which caused me coughing 
quite frequently. Coach Smith, my first 
morning class's instructor, saw it and asked 
about my condition. He then left the 
class and got a bottle of water for me. 
This bottle of water might be a very 
cheap gift, but this act of Coach 
Smith surely made my day and 
of course, warmed my heart. 
Long Xiao ‘15

I worked with Chuck Smith for two years at St. Mary’s Colgan. My 
name is Floyd McKibben. I was a speech and debate teacher and coach. 
My classroom was right next to Coach Smith’s classroom. He used to 
keep an extra set of shirts in my room just in case he got mustard on his 
shirt during lunch. Coach Smith is an extremely humble and kind person. 
Every morning, he would give me a banana for breakfast. He was always 
looking out for me. His compassion, understanding, and loyalty were 
great gifts to me during difficult times. He used to call me “Stagecoach.” 
We would laugh and talk every day between classes. He took me out for 
my birthday when I was not able to go home to Oklahoma to celebrate 
with family. His Christian example of service, humility, and love were 
expressed to all people. Coach Smith has never met a person that he 
didn’t take time to talk to. Coach Smith reminds me a great deal of Sister 
Patrice. Both of these people made huge impacts on my life. I have been 
gone from Colgan and Pittsburg for quite some time. However, I come 

back to visit Coach Smith because he is a friend for life. It will be hard 
to see Colgan without Coach Smith on the sidelines. His Christian 

example, however, will still linger in the hearts and minds of the 
players, the Colgan fans, his friends, and his family. 

Yours Truly, 
Floyd McKibben

I’ve been trying to come up with the right thing to send with my memories of Coach Smith.  There have 
been so many wonderful memories, through multiple decades, that it is hard to sum up how special he is.  
I remember fondly his early years of coaching when my brother and nephews were in school.  It was still 
early in his career. In the fall of 1977, our family started running the concession stands at all of the football, 
basketball and baseball games.  I think one of my favorite things was the look on his face each night after 
the game when my dad would get big hot dog bun bags and fill them with popcorn for each of the coaches.  
When he gave Coach Smith his, you would have thought he received a big monetary bonus!  That continued 
for all 20 years we ran the concessions.  Then, several years later, when my son, Jake, was in junior high, I 
was working the concession stand at the football game for the Booster Club.  After the game, we had some 
popcorn left so I just instinctively bagged it up for the coaches.  When I took it out to them, Chuck was so 
excited; he looked at me with a big grin and said no one had done that since my dad ran the concessions!
I also think about how much he cared for every student and athlete he ever encountered.  He used to always 
ask me how my brother or my nephew was doing, and then as he coached Jake, he always took time to 
be there for the kids.  To this day, he never fails to ask how everyone is doing when I run into him.  Just 
knowing how much he cared made everyone give their best to him.  He is a classy, kind and grateful man 
that lets his faith pour out through him.  I am proud to know him.
Thanks for all you do, Coach! 
Sincerely, 
Susie (Walker) Edwards ‘77

My observation over the years has been that 
Coach Smith respected all students for who 
there were.
Steve Buche ‘77

I can recall a funny incident 
with Coach Smith. We 
were serving together on 
the JL Hutchinson League 
Baseball Board. At one of 
our meetings the group was 
discussing one particular 
coach. Chuck sat silently 
until I specifically asked for 
his opinion. His reply to us 
was, “Bad coaching is just a 
part of life!”
Richard Miller
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Thanks for the 
memories Coach!
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We will miss you! Such integrity!

I have always had a great deal of respect for Coach Smith. I played 
against him at Girard and his team's were the most well coached and 
discipline around. I got to know him better while playing with his son 
Mark at Pittsburg State. He has been a fixture of sportsmanship in 
the area for nearly four decades. Coach Smith's love of the game, his 
loyalty to St Mary's and his caring demeanor towards all that cross his 
path will always remind me of my high school coach, Craig Crespino. 
Congratulations on an incredible career Coach!

Congratulations on a great coaching career, and Best Wishes for your 
future!

He will be missed. He's a legend.

We love you Coach Smith....and don't you worry, you will ALWAYS be 
addressed as COACH!

A phenomenal role model! Chuck (COACH) will be missed.

It was an honor to play for him and then get to learn from him for 5 
years coaching for him... excellent coach and an even better man... 
congrats on your retirement Coach Smith!!

Congratulations on a job well done! Prayers for a happy, fulfilling 
retirement.

Great run. Thank you all you have done. Enjoy your retirement!

Great coach, and a great mentor of young men!

Congratulations Chuck!!!

A job well played, Chuck!

Proud to be a Senior on his first team at Colgan 1980...what a great 
man!

What a great honor for me to call Chuck my friend, classmate and 
teammate. He coached the way his father would have expected and the 
same way he coached Chuck and all of us who played for Chuck's dad. 
Congratulations Chuck! Hope to catch up with you when you're in 
Topeka for lunch one day.

Great asset to the city of Pittsburg!

Congrats Chuck, you will be missed by many. What a great career you 
have had. I would guess there will never be another Coach like Chuck 
Smith!

Congrats to Coach Smith! He is a great man, father, husband, and 
coach. A man with great respect for life and values. I am very thankful 
for Coach Smith for being a direct influence in my life, so thank you 
Coach and good luck!

Chuck was always well liked from everyone within the CNC League.

It is really great to see a Catholic High School in a relatively small 
city thrive. In 1962 Leavenworth Immaculata High School played 
Pittsburg St. Mary's for the Kansas Class A basketball championship 
in Hutchinson. Today, Immaculata is on life support having to include 
grades 7 and 8 in order to survive. 

Congratulations Coach Smith. Although I did not have the pleasure of 
playing for, nor being taught by you, I have looked up to you since you 
were # 25 leading the Gorilla's. God bless you.

Congratulations coach. Enjoyed serving with you. You’re a man of 
honor.

I was there for Chuck's first year student teaching with Sister Paula! 
He is an awesome man and important part of the St Mary's Colgan 
community! Three cheers for Chuck!

Not Goodbye continued from page 1
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Chuck Smith was nominated by SMC Principal Mr. Pat Forbes for the 2008 Sister Cecilia Bush Award. Sister Cecilia was well known for her 
years in education at Cathedral High School and St. Mary of the Plains College. She also served the Diocese of Wichita as editor of the Catholic 
Advance and as a friend and mentor to many young priests during their formation years.  The nomination form stated, “The award will be 
presented to the person or persons, selected by a panel of judges, who exemplifies the wishes of the founder of the Congregation of St. Joseph 
to serve the dear neighbor with the same devotion as Joseph had for Jesus and Mary.”  Chuck was a recipient of the 2008 Cecilia Bush Award.  
Below is Mr. Forbes’ nomination letter.
The nomination of Chuck Smith for an award associated with Sister 
Cecilia Bush was literally a family affair. It was a family affair in the 
sense that my advents and success in education came as a result of 
Sisters’ guidance. My longevity and whatever school success revolved 
around the partnership and efforts of Charles as we engaged the ebbs of 
educational change for 26 years together.  Chuck is a poster boy for the 
qualities which this award seeks. It is for that reason, the criteria for this 
honor favors Chuck, as he matches all the enumerated desired results 
listed, beginning with being outstanding in his profession.
He is accomplished in his teaching of Algebra and refuses to lose 
the least adept in the sometimes confusing world of mathematical 
competence. His mentor was Sister Paula LaForge and she coached him 
well. Chuck demonstrated curricular leadership through his efforts to 
return drafting to the curriculum because the technological winds were 
guiding education in that direction. This effort enabled students to utilize 
computer drafting techniques and provided another valuable elective for 
a cross section of students.
In addition to his curricular leadership, his “other 
career” should lead to an induction into the 
Kansas State High School Activities 
Association Hall of Fame. He has 
amassed five State Football 
championships: five runner 
ups, a sixty-six game winning 
streak in addition to a State 

championship in Track. He has been a long time official and is highly 
regarded by leadership and his peers in the profession.
Ronald Knox said, “Sanctity is not work done, it is a life lived”, and this 
is the strength of my recommendation of Chuck for this lofty honor. He 
has continually embraced a ministry to benefit those in need. 
Chuck has been a source of vital support for a former teacher who has 
been confined to a wheelchair and suffered many debilitating problems 
over the years. He has planted his garden, mowed his lawn, visited in 
all of his illnesses and is still a rock for him and his wife. He once told a 
priest that he thought “it was his job in life to protect the weak.” That job 
has been ongoing and the extent of his aid will never be known in this 
life. Father Joe Gile tells of Chuck’s note on his son Nick’s 16th birthday 
card on which he wrote, “Love God and serve your fellow man.”
Chuck is the personification of the chief ambassador for the parish and 
the school. He is known for his humor and grasp of the needs of our 
corner of the state.  He led the way in drawing the public schools into 

a close beneficial association. These overtures were 
fraught with risk but the nature of Chuck and his 

trustworthy reputation for being a man of 
his word has carried the day. 

Sister Cecilia Bush Award

In 2017, Coach Smith was 
awarded the St. John Bosco 
Award for his dedication to the 
young boys of our schools and 
his commitment to helping them 
become strong Catholic men.



FAITH
EXCELLENCE

TRADITION
HONOR, RESPECT, GRATITUDE 

GENTLEMAN, LOYAL, FAIR 
GOSH DANG MEN 

FAITH-FILLED, COMPASSIONATE, FOOTBALL 
INTEGRITY, TRADITION, GOSHDANG 

FAITH-FILLED, KIND, HUMBLE 
KINDNESS, HUMILITY, FAMILY

Smith exemplifies the St. Mary's Colgan motto of FAITH, EXCELLENCE, 
TRADITION.  Friends share three words to describe their beloved coach.

OUR COACH!
WE ARE...COLGAN.
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OUR COACH!
WE ARE...COLGAN.
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A Celebration of Excellence

Saturday, April 29, 2017 at 6:30p.m.
Robert W. Plaster Center 

1701 South Homer Street  Pittsburg, KS 66762

honoring the Chuck Smith Era

St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools invites you to

The favor of a reply is requested by Monday, April 17th.
Guest can reply online at chucksmith.app.rsvpify.com or by calling the parish office at 620.231.2135.
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