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> 37 years coaching football at SMC

> 343 wins — 75 losses at SMC (with only 1 losing season)

> 5 State Championships: 1984, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003

> 6 State Championship Runner-Ups: 1991, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2010

> 23 State Playoff Appearances

> 12 CNC League Championships

> Led teams that won: 66 Straight Games (2000-2004)  
    7 Straight State Championship Game Appearances (1999-2005)

> 56 Consecutive CNC League Wins

> 72 Consecutive Regular Season wins (2000-2006)

> 2001 KS All-Class Coach of the Year

> Shrine Bowl Head Coach (1998)

> Shrine Bowl Asst. Coach (1985, 1997, 2004)

> Coached 4 sons (Nick, Mark, Jeff, Chas) at SMC who made trips to the  
    Kansas Shrine Bowl & Played at Pittsburg State University

> Selected to Coach in the 2013 Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl

After 37 years as the head football coach at St. Mary’s Colgan, Chuck Smith has decided to retire from coaching.   
Coach Smith’s positive influence impacted students both on and off the field. 

SMITH CAREER NOTES

We would like to make a collection of memories and thoughts of SMC students 
who have felt the influence of Coach Smith. Please send them to  

Alumni@OLLsmc.com or mail to SMC Alumni, PO Box 214, Pittsburg, KS 66762. 
Please send them by Tues, Feb 28th, to be included in an SMC Alumni  

Spring publication.
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Greatly influenced by several St. Mary’s 
Colgan alumni, The Lord’s Diner Pittsburg 
will open in early 2017. As a ministry of 
the Diocese of Wichita, The Lord’s Diner 
will provide one meal a day, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year. The Lord’s Diner 
was the dream of Bishop Eugene Gerber 
and served its first meal in Wichita on 
February 13, 2002. There are now two 

Lord’s Diner locations in Wichita, plus two mobile food trucks, which 
combine to serve 2,500 meals nightly. 
Seeing the program's success in Wichita, Joe Dellasega (1979) and a 
group of local leaders approached the diocese last year in hopes to add 
a fifth location. After much study and consideration, the diocese agreed 
to expand The Lord’s Diner to Pittsburg. 
The Lord’s Diner Pittsburg expects to 
feed about 250 meals nightly. 
The Lord’s Diner has an 
interdenominational board, and 
volunteers are drawn from the broader 
Wichita community with the sole 
purpose of feeding the hungry every day. 
Support for the project's operations is 
from corporate and private contributions 
and in-kind donations of food and 
services. Support from the Pittsburg 
community has also been secured to 
ensure local success. 
A small staff of paid employees will 
oversee operations and lead an army of 
volunteers, about 25 per day. Two of 
the paid staff are Matt O’Malley (2002) 
and Lisa (Dellasega) Russell (1982). 
Matt and Lisa were asked to share their 
stories of how they came to The Lord’s 
Diner.

Matt O’Malley, Site Director
I was selling cars and running the website at Pittsburg Ford after 
graduating from PSU and didn't enjoy my workweek as much as I 
thought I would. I slowly began to realize that sales wasn't for me and 
something great was missing in my life. I began doing a Meals on 
Wheels route every Wednesday, which went on for about two years. I 
looked forward to my route every week, so I started to look into how I 
could make service a full-time gig. 
I wasn't finding much nonprofit work available in Pittsburg, so I 
joined AmeriCorps in late 2010 to pursue that calling to care for those 
in need. I landed in Kansas City, Kansas, for my year of national 
community service and was then hired on as full-time staff by Cross-
Lines Community Outreach, a social service agency. I managed several 
hunger relief programs including a community garden and USDA 
Commodities food program for senior citizens for a few years before 
becoming the Operations and Volunteers Director. 
My plan all along was to learn the leadership skills necessary to come 
back to Pittsburg to direct a local nonprofit. I love this community and 
have always wanted to make an impact here. By the grace of God, 
as soon as I began wanting to move back home I caught wind of The 
Lord's Diner opening their first location outside of Wichita in Pittsburg. 
I feel as if God had been preparing me for this job for six years and 

I couldn't be more grateful. My wife, Lacy, and I met while I was 
working in Kansas City. We were married at Our Lady of Lourdes in 
September of 2015 and our wedding reception was in the same location 
where The Lord's Diner is now. 
We are expecting our first baby in mid-May and are overjoyed that 
we will be able to raise our children surrounded by family and in this 
wonderful community. I expect The Lord's Diner to be a place where 
people of all classes, faiths, and backgrounds will be able to come 
together and recognize that we are all God's children and no one person 
is more important than the next. 
We hope to bring the issue of local hunger out into the open so that the 
community will acknowledge and discuss it, which will lead to great 
minds and caring people coming up with solutions to this very real 
problem. 

My 13 years of education at SMC greatly 
prepared me to be in the nonprofit world. Jesus 
taught us all the importance of equality and 
unconditional love – two traits needed to be an 
effective worker in social services. There is no 
place for judgement in the heart and mind of a 
Christian, and I do my very best to remember 
that at all times. Also, I believe that the Golden 
Rule is the most important sentence ever 
written, and I strive to follow it with every 
moment of my life and use it in every decision 
that I make.

Lisa (Dellasega) Russell, Volunteer 
Coordinator
I pursued a history degree from PSU and was 
inspired by Marcel Normand to teach. My first 
job led me to Leavenworth, where I taught 
American and European history at Immaculata 
High School. My next job brought me back to 
the Wichita Diocese, and I got my dream job 
of teaching junior high social studies at the 
School of the Magdalen. While I was there, I 
married my best friend, Randy Russell, and we 

began our family. 
My next venture was as a stay-at-home mom until my last child 
entered kindergarten. I then found employment at my old stomping 
grounds, St. Mary's Colgan Catholic Schools as the K-6 computer 
teacher and overseer of various high school duties. Randy has been 
the Assistant Administrator for St. Mary's Colgan schools for the last 
16 years. We have had three children graduate from SMC: CJ (2013) 
is a midshipman at the Naval Academy, Maranda (2013) is in nursing 
school at Labette Community College, and Sydney (2016) is attending 
Fort Scott Community College, playing basketball for the Greyhounds. 
Our youngest, Scott, is a freshman at SMC. 
After 10 years working at SMC, I was not seeking employment 
elsewhere. The job literally found me! A chance encounter with Matt 
O'Malley made me realize that I wanted and needed to be part of this 
mission of feeding the poor. As the Volunteer Coordinator, I organize 
the volunteers for the evening meal and food prep. I am also Matt's 
right-hand person in making sure that the diner is efficient and able to 
fulfill its mission. I pray that we will be successful in bringing some 
comfort to the impoverished in Southeast Kansas, and that we can grow 
in our compassion and understanding of the needs of others.

The Lord’s Diner Comes to Pittsburg
"To recognize Christ, to love one another, to share life, in the breaking of the 
bread." – Mission of The Lord’s Diner

Our Lady of Lourdes, 3

Many great accomplishments in schools, one tough retirement 
Dear Alumni and Friends of SMC:
I hope you and your loved ones had a joyful 
Christmas. Our students were joyful, too, as 
they headed into Christmas break! Classes 
resumed on January 4, and they came back 
with renewed vigor for a great second 
semester.

Our first semester here at SMC saw many accomplishments. Our 
football team advanced all the way to sub-state (the final game 
before the state championship) but unfortunately came up short 
against Troy in a frigid, windswept game on their home turf. 
Our girls also had a great volleyball, golf, and tennis season and 
kudos to our soccer and cross-country boys and girls for a job 
well done!
The drama department performed William Inge’s “Bus Stop” in 
a dinner theater this fall. The department is under the direction 
of Lola Wade, who comes to us from McCauley Catholic High 
School in Joplin. Ms. Wade has more than 40 years’ experience 
in drama and theater production. We look forward to many great 
performances, starting with an all-school production of The 
Wizard of Oz this spring. In addition, two of our parishioners, 
Tony and Adina Sanchez, have coached our high school debate 
team and are currently enjoying a successful season.  Our 
elementary and secondary music departments put on outstanding 

Christmas concerts under the direction of Joe Dockers, K-6, 
and Kaitlin DeGraff, 7-12. We are pleased to offer a variety of 
fine arts to our students to enrich their experience at St. Mary’s 
Colgan.
Probably the biggest, though sad, news is Coach Chuck Smith 
announcing his retirement as head football coach. While Coach 
Smith will be with us one more year as a math instructor, a 
different face will be on the sideline come this fall. When Coach 
Smith made his announcement after a school Mass before 
Christmas, the social media went into overdrive. The comments 
and reflections expressed by so many were amazing. Words can’t 
adequately express what he has meant to this school and to the 
hundreds of lives he’s touched in such a positive way. We will 
keep you posted on plans for a fitting tribute to this man’s legacy 
as they develop.
In reflecting on this past year, I am reminded of the many 
blessings and gifts our school has received. You might not realize 
it, but your prayers and support are felt by all of us and please 
know you are in our prayers as well. Our staff and students are 
well aware that without the support you give we wouldn’t be 
here. Have a safe and prosperous New Year!

In His Service,
Dennis Burke, Director of School Advancement

Carol (Russian) Jameson had always planned to be an organ 
donor upon her death, but she had not planned to be a live 
organ donor and not to a complete stranger. But that is what 
Carol, a 1974 graduate of Colgan High School, did. It started 
in late summer of 2015 in Columbus, Ohio, where Carol lives 
and works as a medical technologist. She noticed an SUV with 
yellow tape on the back window that read, “Got Kidney? I Need 
1. Please call or text…” 
That sparked her interest and Carol did some research on being 
a live kidney donor. A month later on her way to Sunday Mass, 
she saw the SUV again but was unable to write down the phone 
number. The third time she saw the SUV, it was parked. Carol 
pulled over and took a picture. Carol immediately felt a sense of 
energy, describing the moment as “a happy bolt of lightning and 
instantly I had huge goosebumps all over my whole body.” 
Carol said that a spirit told her that she was the best match for 
this person. Her next move was to send a text message saying 
she was interested in being a kidney donor. They crossed the 

first hurdle when Carol found out she was the correct blood 
type. By this time, the recipient’s story and his plea for a kidney 
had made national news. 
The recipient, 68-year-old Neal Raisman, had suffered from 
kidney disease for seven years and had been on dialysis for a 
year. He received nearly 100 calls, some from pranksters, but 
others that were legitimate offers. But none were compatible or 
qualified to donate. Carol was found to be a very good tissue 
match. On April 8, 2016, Carol donated a kidney to Neal. Both 
of the surgeries and recoveries went well. 
Carol initially remained anonymous, but the two have since met 
and become friends. Carol and her husband, Tony, have three 
daughters, Sarah, Katie and Cindy, and four grandchildren. 
Carol has written her story, “Got Kidneys? Donate 1. I Did,” 
which will soon be available on Amazon as an eBook and in 
printable version. Carol is active in Life Line of Ohio, which 
raises awareness for organ, eye and tissue donations.

‘Got Kidneys? Donate 1. I Did.’
1974 alum writes book after answering unique appeal to help save a man’s life

ALL ABOARD the Panther Express!
Thanks to the 213 Alumni and Friends who have made a donation to the 2016/17 SMC Annual Appeal.  
As of December 31, 2016, we have received $224,798.55 ~ THANK YOU!!   

Please help us ensure a Catholic education into the future for everyone who chooses to send their children to SMC. 
Donations may be mailed to: SMC Annual Appeal, PO Box 214, Pittsburg, KS 66762.

Memo from Mr. Burke
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Jeni (Casey) Crockett graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 2006. She 
then attended Pittsburg State University majoring in Accounting. While 
at PSU, Jeni met her future husband, Brad Crockett. They married right 
after Jeni’s graduation in 2010. She started her career at Leggett and Platt 
in Carthage, Missouri, as an Internal Auditor. In her position with Leggett 
and Platt, Jeni traveled to the company’s branches across the globe. In 
2012, Jeni moved to a position at the Empire District Electric Company 

in Joplin, Missouri, where she is a Senior Internal Auditor. Jeni and Brad 
live outside of Joplin, in Oronogo, with their two children, son Brenton 
(almost 3) and daughter Gentry (1). Brad is a Trooper with the Missouri 
Highway Patrol. Jeni wrote, “We are members of Our Lady of Lourdes 
parish, and I am excited for my children to have the same opportunities 
as I did to grow up in our wonderful church.”

JENI (CASEY) CROCKETT 

Matthew McNally graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan High School 
with the class of 1996. He spent the next four years at Kansas State-
Salina where he earned an Associate’s degree in Computer Engineering 
Technology and a Bachelor’s degree in Electronics Engineering 
Technology. Matthew has been with Thales Group since graduating 
college. He started as a test engineer and now is a principal engineer. 

He works on circuit design, writes test software, and does board layout. 
The division of Thales Matthew works for designs and builds land based 
navigational equipment for airplanes. Matthew lives on a farm near 
Edgerton, Kansas, and in his spare time enjoys riding his horses, baling 
hay, hunting, fishing, fabrication and welding, shooting, and running the 
lathe. 

MATTHEW MCNALLY

Carol (Van Becelaere) Claeys graduated from Colgan High School 
in 1986. After graduation she attended Pittsburg State University before 
being transferred to East Moline, Illinois, as a restaurant manager for Mr. 
Quick until they closed 10 years later. After the closing of Mr. Quick, she 
went back to school to become a medical transcriptionist and worked for 
a psychologist’s office in Illinois. Carol met her husband, Jim Claeys, in 
Illinois, and they were married in 1995. Jim has been in the US Army 
for 38 years and is stationed in Nebraska. Carol has one son, Doug, who 
is 29 years old, two step sons, Nick and Bryan, both 28 years old, and a 
daughter, Tabby, who is 17 years old and a junior at St. Mary’s Colgan. 
Carol moved back to Pittsburg in 2001 so that she could be closer to her 
family and so that her daughter could attend SMC schools. Carol has 

worked for St. Mary’s since 2002 and is currently the program director 
for St. Mary’s Daycare, which is located in the St. Mary’s Elementary 
school building. Carol is thankful for her time and education at St. 
Mary’s Colgan and loves experiencing some of the traditions all over 
again through her daughter, such as going to the church after the football 
games and listening to the students sing or hearing the church bells ring 
after a win. Carol said she didn’t realize how special these traditions were 
until she returned years later and experienced it again through a different 
perspective. Carol wrote, “Although many things have changed in the 
past 30 years, the devotion to our faith, excellence in education and the 
traditions at St. Mary’s Colgan have remained the same.”

CAROL (VANBECELAERE) CLAEYS

Charlotte (Orender) Russell graduated from Colgan High School in 
1976. She attended Kansas State College of Pittsburg (Pittsburg State 
University) as a pre-med major. Charlotte decided to leave school to marry 
Scott Russell, and the young couple moved to Georgia. When they returned 
to Pittsburg, Charlotte went to work as a medical assistant for the Pittsburg 
Urologic Clinic. She continued working in physician practices and became 
the office manager for Pittsburg Family Medicine and later the Children 
and Teenager’s Clinic until taking a position with Via Christi Hospital in 
Pittsburg in 2004. Charlotte has served in several roles with Via Christi 
and is currently the Director of the Cancer Center and Physician Practices. 

Scott is the property manager for Weir Farms. They have two daughters, 
Jessica Nicholson (2001) and Randi Urban (2004), both of Pittsburg. They 
also have four grandchildren, Aden and Zoee Urban and Ian and Ethan 
Nicholson. Charlotte said she has many great memories of Colgan. "I 
remember working on a science fair project with John Mitchelson in the 
late night hours for Mr. Martin. We dozed off and the autoclave overheated 
and scared us both to pieces. No damages were done to life, limb or facility. 
We did, however, take Grand Champion of the CNC Science Fair, so I 
guess it was worth it." 

CHARLOTTE (ORENDER) RUSSELL

Mother of the Church, 5

Kathy (Quinn) Sunnenberg attended St. Mary’s from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, graduating in 1966 as part of the last class to 
graduate from St. Mary’s High School. “All those years were great,” 
Kathy recalled. “My Catholic faith rooted by my parents was nurtured 
at school, friendships were formed, learning experiences created, and 
valuable lessons learned for a lifetime. I still keep in contact with many 
of my classmates and my best friend, Paula, from kindergarten.” Kathy 
was raised in a funeral home! Her parents, Frances and Ed Quinn, and 
two older brothers, Mike (1959) and Eddie (1953), and she lived on the 
third floor of what was known as the Catholic Funeral Home in Pittsburg, 
even though they served all denominations. After high school, Kathy 
attended nursing school at St. Mary of the Plains College in Dodge City, 
Kansas, where she was once again taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph. The 
program was transferred to Wichita, which is where Kathy graduated. She 
was a registered nurse for more than 43 years and retired three years ago. 
Kathy practiced in Kansas, Ohio and Missouri in various departments, 

offices and clinics. While in Pittsburg, Kathy was Dr. Gometz’s first nurse 
prior to moving to Springfield. Kathy met her husband of 47 years, Frank 
Sunnenberg, in her first year of college. They have two sons, Scott and 
Ryan. Their oldest son, Father Scott, was ordained almost 15 years ago for 
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau and currently serves as pastor 
in Ozark, Missouri. Their younger son, Ryan, and his wife, Jessica, live 
in St. Louis where he works for Boeing in Human Resources. Ryan and 
Jessica have two daughters and a third child on the way. When recalling 
her years at St. Mary’s, Kathy is flooded with happy memories. “I smile 
more than once thinking of the many times my folks had the priests over 
for dinner or the whole group of nuns for a meal. Father Colgan was so 
awesome. He escorted our class on our senior trip to Oklahoma. There are 
so many special memories of him there and through high school. On our 
trip he had daily Mass. We were lucky to have arrived at our destination 
as the bus gave out and the boys had to push it a short distance!”

KATHY (QUINN) SUNNENBERG

Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from 
kindergarten through her senior year, graduating with the class of 1956. 
“We had a wonderful class that stayed close all through the years. Our 
faith was very important to us, and we were fortunate to have nuns all 
the way through,” Sharon said. Sharon graduated as Salutatorian of 
their class and went on to attend Kansas State Teachers College taking a 
one-year secretarial course. At the end of the year, she went to work for 
Nulton and Letton Law firm. Bob Letton had just started and Sharon was 
his first secretary. During that time while at a dance, Sharon met Patrick 
Barone, an Arma graduate who was home from California. Patrick and 
Sharon were married on May 31, 1958. Their daughter, Michelle (1978), 
was born on November 29, 1959, while they were living in California. 
The family moved back to Frontenac in early 1960. Music has been a 
big part of Sharon’s life. She directed the choir at Our Lady of Lourdes 
for 35 years and then did the same at Sacred Heart in Frontenac. She 
continues to provide music for weddings and funerals and enjoys sharing 
her gift of music. Volunteering is also very important to Sharon. For 
17-and-a-half years, Sharon has been a volunteer in the Cancer Center 
at Via Christi where the patients become like family to her. She has 

also served on the Stillwell Foundation Board, the Via Christi Auxiliary 
Board and the Pittsburg Community Theatre Board. She has also sung 
with the multigenerational choir under the direction of Susan Laushman 
at Pittsburg High School. Michelle now lives in Springfield, Missouri, 
where she is the Coordinator of Pastoral Services at Mercy Hospital. 
Sharon and Pat have two grandchildren, Katie Tyson who also lives in 
Springfield and works for Big Brothers-Big Sisters, and Adam Schmitt 
who lives in Kansas City and works in computers for a division of J. P. 
Morgan, and 2 great-grandchildren, Charley Elizabeth Tyson and Lleyton 
Tyson. Thinking back to her days at St. Mary’s, Sharon wrote, “There 
are so many special memories of my years at St. Mary’s that it is hard 
to pick just one. Really, I would have to say the times that Sr. Victorine 
Buser (God rest her soul) was teaching. She was not only my mentor and 
counselor, but the one who taught me organ. This has been such a big 
part of my life. I’ve been playing in church since I was 10 (even before 
lessons). Sr. Paula LaForge also was a big influence to our whole class. 
Sr. Rosalia (from Ireland) was close to us as well. We loved her and teased 
her all the time.”

SHARON (THOMAS) BARONE

Phyllis (Fields) Fry graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 1946. 
She then attended Kansas State Teacher’s College for three years where 
she met her husband, Tom Fry. Tom was from Yates Center and had just 
returned from WWII. Tom and Phyllis were married in May of 1949, at 
Our Lady of Lourdes. Tom completed his degree in the summer of 1949 
and was let out of his last final to be at the birth of their first child. Tom 
took a job with Kellogg and the family moved to Wichita. With each job 
promotion, the family moved around the country. The family moved to 
Dodge City, St. Joseph, Des Moines, Cincinnati, Los Angeles, Buffalo, 
New York, and then finally back to Pittsburg when Tom was ready to 
retire. With every move, Phyllis was the front-man, going ahead of the 
move to prepare. She would find and buy the house and locate the school 
for the kids. Phyllis made each transition smooth and seamless for their 
growing family. When they got to Los Angeles, she thought she was in 

heaven and wanted to stay. Unfortunately, the next move was to Buffalo. 
Tom and Phyllis were blessed with eight children: Peggy Fleming, Weir; 
Ann Elrod, Chicopee; Tom, Detroit; Jim, Olathe; Theresa Van Becelaere 
and Mary, both of Pittsburg; and Bob and Georgeanna, both of Olathe. 
As the kids got older, Phyllis worked outside of the home. She worked 
first for Sears in Buffalo, then, when they moved to Pittsburg, she was the 
head of the lunch program at Southeast USD 247. She retired from there 
and became the secretary at the Newman Center where she started “Free 
Lunch Wednesday.” Tom died in 1991 of lung cancer. After retirement, 
Phyllis enjoyed volunteering. She was an Altar Society officer and 
helped organize the RCIA. Phyllis has 24 grandchildren and 25 great-
grandchildren. She has lived at Medical Lodge in Frontenac for the past 
five-and-a-half years. 

PHYLLIS (FIELDS) FRY

Correction:
In the last SMC Newsletter, it was incorrectly reported that Mary Ann (Spritzer) Bartelli’s dad died in 1969.  
In 1969, he retired from the Frontenac Bakery and died in 2003.
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Jeni (Casey) Crockett graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 2006. She 
then attended Pittsburg State University majoring in Accounting. While 
at PSU, Jeni met her future husband, Brad Crockett. They married right 
after Jeni’s graduation in 2010. She started her career at Leggett and Platt 
in Carthage, Missouri, as an Internal Auditor. In her position with Leggett 
and Platt, Jeni traveled to the company’s branches across the globe. In 
2012, Jeni moved to a position at the Empire District Electric Company 

in Joplin, Missouri, where she is a Senior Internal Auditor. Jeni and Brad 
live outside of Joplin, in Oronogo, with their two children, son Brenton 
(almost 3) and daughter Gentry (1). Brad is a Trooper with the Missouri 
Highway Patrol. Jeni wrote, “We are members of Our Lady of Lourdes 
parish, and I am excited for my children to have the same opportunities 
as I did to grow up in our wonderful church.”

JENI (CASEY) CROCKETT 

Matthew McNally graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan High School 
with the class of 1996. He spent the next four years at Kansas State-
Salina where he earned an Associate’s degree in Computer Engineering 
Technology and a Bachelor’s degree in Electronics Engineering 
Technology. Matthew has been with Thales Group since graduating 
college. He started as a test engineer and now is a principal engineer. 

He works on circuit design, writes test software, and does board layout. 
The division of Thales Matthew works for designs and builds land based 
navigational equipment for airplanes. Matthew lives on a farm near 
Edgerton, Kansas, and in his spare time enjoys riding his horses, baling 
hay, hunting, fishing, fabrication and welding, shooting, and running the 
lathe. 

MATTHEW MCNALLY

Carol (Van Becelaere) Claeys graduated from Colgan High School 
in 1986. After graduation she attended Pittsburg State University before 
being transferred to East Moline, Illinois, as a restaurant manager for Mr. 
Quick until they closed 10 years later. After the closing of Mr. Quick, she 
went back to school to become a medical transcriptionist and worked for 
a psychologist’s office in Illinois. Carol met her husband, Jim Claeys, in 
Illinois, and they were married in 1995. Jim has been in the US Army 
for 38 years and is stationed in Nebraska. Carol has one son, Doug, who 
is 29 years old, two step sons, Nick and Bryan, both 28 years old, and a 
daughter, Tabby, who is 17 years old and a junior at St. Mary’s Colgan. 
Carol moved back to Pittsburg in 2001 so that she could be closer to her 
family and so that her daughter could attend SMC schools. Carol has 

worked for St. Mary’s since 2002 and is currently the program director 
for St. Mary’s Daycare, which is located in the St. Mary’s Elementary 
school building. Carol is thankful for her time and education at St. 
Mary’s Colgan and loves experiencing some of the traditions all over 
again through her daughter, such as going to the church after the football 
games and listening to the students sing or hearing the church bells ring 
after a win. Carol said she didn’t realize how special these traditions were 
until she returned years later and experienced it again through a different 
perspective. Carol wrote, “Although many things have changed in the 
past 30 years, the devotion to our faith, excellence in education and the 
traditions at St. Mary’s Colgan have remained the same.”

CAROL (VANBECELAERE) CLAEYS

Charlotte (Orender) Russell graduated from Colgan High School in 
1976. She attended Kansas State College of Pittsburg (Pittsburg State 
University) as a pre-med major. Charlotte decided to leave school to marry 
Scott Russell, and the young couple moved to Georgia. When they returned 
to Pittsburg, Charlotte went to work as a medical assistant for the Pittsburg 
Urologic Clinic. She continued working in physician practices and became 
the office manager for Pittsburg Family Medicine and later the Children 
and Teenager’s Clinic until taking a position with Via Christi Hospital in 
Pittsburg in 2004. Charlotte has served in several roles with Via Christi 
and is currently the Director of the Cancer Center and Physician Practices. 

Scott is the property manager for Weir Farms. They have two daughters, 
Jessica Nicholson (2001) and Randi Urban (2004), both of Pittsburg. They 
also have four grandchildren, Aden and Zoee Urban and Ian and Ethan 
Nicholson. Charlotte said she has many great memories of Colgan. "I 
remember working on a science fair project with John Mitchelson in the 
late night hours for Mr. Martin. We dozed off and the autoclave overheated 
and scared us both to pieces. No damages were done to life, limb or facility. 
We did, however, take Grand Champion of the CNC Science Fair, so I 
guess it was worth it." 

CHARLOTTE (ORENDER) RUSSELL

Mother of the Church, 5

Kathy (Quinn) Sunnenberg attended St. Mary’s from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, graduating in 1966 as part of the last class to 
graduate from St. Mary’s High School. “All those years were great,” 
Kathy recalled. “My Catholic faith rooted by my parents was nurtured 
at school, friendships were formed, learning experiences created, and 
valuable lessons learned for a lifetime. I still keep in contact with many 
of my classmates and my best friend, Paula, from kindergarten.” Kathy 
was raised in a funeral home! Her parents, Frances and Ed Quinn, and 
two older brothers, Mike (1959) and Eddie (1953), and she lived on the 
third floor of what was known as the Catholic Funeral Home in Pittsburg, 
even though they served all denominations. After high school, Kathy 
attended nursing school at St. Mary of the Plains College in Dodge City, 
Kansas, where she was once again taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph. The 
program was transferred to Wichita, which is where Kathy graduated. She 
was a registered nurse for more than 43 years and retired three years ago. 
Kathy practiced in Kansas, Ohio and Missouri in various departments, 

offices and clinics. While in Pittsburg, Kathy was Dr. Gometz’s first nurse 
prior to moving to Springfield. Kathy met her husband of 47 years, Frank 
Sunnenberg, in her first year of college. They have two sons, Scott and 
Ryan. Their oldest son, Father Scott, was ordained almost 15 years ago for 
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau and currently serves as pastor 
in Ozark, Missouri. Their younger son, Ryan, and his wife, Jessica, live 
in St. Louis where he works for Boeing in Human Resources. Ryan and 
Jessica have two daughters and a third child on the way. When recalling 
her years at St. Mary’s, Kathy is flooded with happy memories. “I smile 
more than once thinking of the many times my folks had the priests over 
for dinner or the whole group of nuns for a meal. Father Colgan was so 
awesome. He escorted our class on our senior trip to Oklahoma. There are 
so many special memories of him there and through high school. On our 
trip he had daily Mass. We were lucky to have arrived at our destination 
as the bus gave out and the boys had to push it a short distance!”

KATHY (QUINN) SUNNENBERG

Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from 
kindergarten through her senior year, graduating with the class of 1956. 
“We had a wonderful class that stayed close all through the years. Our 
faith was very important to us, and we were fortunate to have nuns all 
the way through,” Sharon said. Sharon graduated as Salutatorian of 
their class and went on to attend Kansas State Teachers College taking a 
one-year secretarial course. At the end of the year, she went to work for 
Nulton and Letton Law firm. Bob Letton had just started and Sharon was 
his first secretary. During that time while at a dance, Sharon met Patrick 
Barone, an Arma graduate who was home from California. Patrick and 
Sharon were married on May 31, 1958. Their daughter, Michelle (1978), 
was born on November 29, 1959, while they were living in California. 
The family moved back to Frontenac in early 1960. Music has been a 
big part of Sharon’s life. She directed the choir at Our Lady of Lourdes 
for 35 years and then did the same at Sacred Heart in Frontenac. She 
continues to provide music for weddings and funerals and enjoys sharing 
her gift of music. Volunteering is also very important to Sharon. For 
17-and-a-half years, Sharon has been a volunteer in the Cancer Center 
at Via Christi where the patients become like family to her. She has 

also served on the Stillwell Foundation Board, the Via Christi Auxiliary 
Board and the Pittsburg Community Theatre Board. She has also sung 
with the multigenerational choir under the direction of Susan Laushman 
at Pittsburg High School. Michelle now lives in Springfield, Missouri, 
where she is the Coordinator of Pastoral Services at Mercy Hospital. 
Sharon and Pat have two grandchildren, Katie Tyson who also lives in 
Springfield and works for Big Brothers-Big Sisters, and Adam Schmitt 
who lives in Kansas City and works in computers for a division of J. P. 
Morgan, and 2 great-grandchildren, Charley Elizabeth Tyson and Lleyton 
Tyson. Thinking back to her days at St. Mary’s, Sharon wrote, “There 
are so many special memories of my years at St. Mary’s that it is hard 
to pick just one. Really, I would have to say the times that Sr. Victorine 
Buser (God rest her soul) was teaching. She was not only my mentor and 
counselor, but the one who taught me organ. This has been such a big 
part of my life. I’ve been playing in church since I was 10 (even before 
lessons). Sr. Paula LaForge also was a big influence to our whole class. 
Sr. Rosalia (from Ireland) was close to us as well. We loved her and teased 
her all the time.”

Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from Sharon (Thomas) Barone was privileged to attend St. Mary’s from also served on the Stillwell Foundation Board, the Via Christi Auxiliary 

SHARON (THOMAS) BARONE

Phyllis (Fields) Fry graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 1946. 
She then attended Kansas State Teacher’s College for three years where 
she met her husband, Tom Fry. Tom was from Yates Center and had just 
returned from WWII. Tom and Phyllis were married in May of 1949, at 
Our Lady of Lourdes. Tom completed his degree in the summer of 1949 
and was let out of his last final to be at the birth of their first child. Tom 
took a job with Kellogg and the family moved to Wichita. With each job 
promotion, the family moved around the country. The family moved to 
Dodge City, St. Joseph, Des Moines, Cincinnati, Los Angeles, Buffalo, 
New York, and then finally back to Pittsburg when Tom was ready to 
retire. With every move, Phyllis was the front-man, going ahead of the 
move to prepare. She would find and buy the house and locate the school 
for the kids. Phyllis made each transition smooth and seamless for their 
growing family. When they got to Los Angeles, she thought she was in 

heaven and wanted to stay. Unfortunately, the next move was to Buffalo. 
Tom and Phyllis were blessed with eight children: Peggy Fleming, Weir; 
Ann Elrod, Chicopee; Tom, Detroit; Jim, Olathe; Theresa Van Becelaere 
and Mary, both of Pittsburg; and Bob and Georgeanna, both of Olathe. 
As the kids got older, Phyllis worked outside of the home. She worked 
first for Sears in Buffalo, then, when they moved to Pittsburg, she was the 
head of the lunch program at Southeast USD 247. She retired from there 
and became the secretary at the Newman Center where she started “Free 
Lunch Wednesday.” Tom died in 1991 of lung cancer. After retirement, 
Phyllis enjoyed volunteering. She was an Altar Society officer and 
helped organize the RCIA. Phyllis has 24 grandchildren and 25 great-
grandchildren. She has lived at Medical Lodge in Frontenac for the past 
five-and-a-half years. 

PHYLLIS (FIELDS) FRY

Correction:
In the last SMC Newsletter, it was incorrectly reported that Mary Ann (Spritzer) Bartelli’s dad died in 1969.  
In 1969, he retired from the Frontenac Bakery and died in 2003.
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Ringing the Bells for SMC Graduates Shore to Shore
One of the treasured traditions at St Mary’s Colgan is ringing the church bells after a football victory. The town of 
Pittsburg has heard those bells ringing on Thursday and Friday nights for nearly 50 years. We thought ringing the 
bells was a great metaphor for the great work our alumni have been doing for decades across the country and around 
the world. The good lives our alumni are leading make our work at SMC heard and felt everyday all across the globe. 
In our newest feature in the newsletter, we will be figuratively “Ringing the Bells” to celebrate SMC. We invite you to 
nominate yourself or other SMC graduates you feel should be featured in future newsletters. Email Alumni@OLLsmc.
com or call 620-231-2135. Let’s shout to the mountain top about St. Mary’s Colgan graduates while we are Ringing 
the Bells!

Agnes (Diller) Harrington ('56)
Agnes graduated from the University of Kansas and enjoyed a career in nursing, counseling and nursing/pharmacy 
education. She spent several years teaching in the upper Midwest while her husband completed his residency 
training. Her initial teaching was at the KU Medical Center. This was followed by stops at Rochester (MN) State 
Hospital, St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester and Jamestown College in North Dakota. After moving to Fargo, she 
embarked on a 36-year career, which included chairing the nursing program and serving as assistant dean of the 
College of Pharmacy/Nursing at North Dakota State University. But her resume is only part of the story, as Agnes’s 
volunteer work impacted the wellness of many. The focus of much of her volunteer efforts has been to serve the underserved, specifically the 
Native Americans and individuals with substance abuse issues. She currently serves on the Board of SHAREHOUSE, a substance abuse treatment 
center, Catholic Charities of North Dakota, Pharm Assist Committee of the ND Pharmacy Association, and the Lawyer Assistance Program. 
After retiring from NDSU, she completed the 
Parish Nurse program and now serves as a Faith 
Community Nurse. In September 2016, she was 
recognized for her efforts in the area of health 
care made by individuals 65 or older who have 
made outstanding contributions to enrich the 
social, cultural or civic life for those of the Fargo-
Moorhead area. Agnes was married at Our Lady 
of Lourdes on November 26, 1960, to Dr. Ryan 
B. Harrington. Ryan trained in Internal Medicine 
in Kansas City and completed a fellowship in 
neurology at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
MN, prior to entering practice in Fargo. He died 
in December 2014 after a 13-year illness with 
myelofibrosis. They are parents of three children: 
Anne, a neurodiagnostic technologist in Detroit 
Lakes, MN; Ryan J., an attorney in Naperville, IL; 
and Mark, a computer engineer in Minneapolis, 
MN. They have four grandchildren.

Patrick Schiefelbein ('01)
Patrick is a general surgeon working 
at Northwest Medical Center in 
Bentonville, AR, as well as the Siloam 
Springs Regional Hospital. He cares for patients requiring surgical treatment such as appendicitis, gallbladder problems, hernia repairs, breast 
surgery and vascular surgery. He also treats patients involved in traumas, as well as some pediatric surgeries. Patrick has been in Bentonville for 
about three months, and was previously in Hot Springs, AR, for two years. Pat and his wife, Candice, live in Springdale, with their four children: 
five-year-old Collin, four-year-old Faith, two-year-old Lane and one-year-old Grant.

Jake Edwards ('08)
Jake is a chiropractor working at Active Chiropractor Health and Wellness in Norman, OK. He has been a chiropractor since graduating in May 
of 2015 from Logan University in St. Louis, MO. Jake takes a whole-body approach to treat the nervous system by adjusting a patient’s spine and 
extremities. He sees patients of all ages from infants to the elderly who suffer from all types of conditions such as headaches, sciatica, neck and 
back discomfort, and scoliosis. Jake and his wife, Jordan, are expecting a baby girl in April of 2017.

Capital Campaign
Thank you to the SMC Alumni and Friends who replied to the Capital Campaign 
study conducted by the Steier Group.  After much thought and prayer, we have 
decided to put the capital campaign on hold for the current time.  A complete 
recap can be found on our website, OLLsmc.com.

2nd Annual Parish/School Auction
The second annual parish/school auction, Plaid and Pearls, was held Nov 12th.  
The funds raised will be distributed to SMC Booster Club, St. Mary's PTO,  
SMC Fine Arts, Project Graduation, Altar Society, St. Pius X, Catholic Youth 
Ministries, and to support parish and school operations.  Thank you to all who 
attended, made donations, or helped with the event. The auction raised $88,000.

RECAPS

Agnes (Diller) Harrington ‘56
Fargo, ND

Patrick Schiefelbein ‘01
Bentonville, AR

Jake Edwards ‘08
Norman, OK

Pray for Us. Amen. 7

Alumni Wedding  
Announcements
And Two Shall Become One
Matt Curran ('08) and Sam Crager ('08) 
 September 3, 2016
Josh Patterson ('07) and Sheena Koushik 
 September 4, 2016
Michael Bicknell ('81) and Angela Locke ('83) 
 September 17, 2016
Thomas VanBecelaere ('10) and Rachel Henderson 
 November 5, 2016
Ben Arnold and Abby Dellasega ('07)
 December 31, 2016

Wedding Anniversaries
50th Anniversary
Phil and Mary (Mangan) Beitzinger ('63) 
 September 5, 1966 
Ron ('58) and Melva Wilbert 
 September 10, 1966 
60th Anniversary
James ('52) and Barbara Dunlap
 January 12, 2017

Alumni Birth Announcements
Welcome to the Baby Panthers
Kris and Ashley (Humble) Nelson ('05)
Announce the birth of a son, Maddox James, August 12, 2016 
Daniel ('05) and Sarah Dellasega
Announce the birth of a daughter, Grace Irene, August 24, 2016
Adam ('00) and Karina Duncan
Announce the birth of a daughter, Alessandra Sofia,  
   September 30, 2016
Brian and Jordan (Boler) Coomes ('08)
Announce the birth of a daughter, Maxine Rose, October 6, 2016
Andres ('01) and Hannah Castaneda 
Announce the birth of a son, Xavier Genaro, November 13, 2016 
Eric ('02) and Whitney Clawson
Announce the birth of a daughter, Clare Anne, November 15, 2016
Ervin and Pilar (Castaneda) Mendez ('07) 
Announce the birth of a daughter, Analy Elizabeth, December 5, 2016
Daniel ('07) and Courtney Sellmeyer  
Announce the birth of a son, Jaeger Reed, January 4, 2016.

Recently Deceased Alumni
May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully departed rest in peace.

David Carlton ('58) September 4, 2016
Tom McNally ('70) December 10, 2016 

Scott VanBecelaere ('89) December 25, 2016
Shirley (Ryan) Dayton ('49) January 5, 2017

Mail this form to: SMC Alumni, PO BOX 214, Pittsburg KS 66762 or email the information to: alumni@OLLsmc.com
Name:    Class of: 
Address: 
Email Address: 
Announcement: 
 
 

Keep your fellow alumni updated on your life. Send in announcements of births, weddings, career changes and advancements or other life updates. 
We will publish them in our next SMC Alumni Newsletter.

ALUMNI

NEWS Blasts
Sister Charlotte
Sister Charlotte Zelenak, a member of the 
Congregation of St. Joseph, died October 28, 2016, 
at the age of 93. She was born January 1, 1923, to 
Anna and Stefan Zelenak in Kansas City, KS. She 
entered the Congregation of St. Joseph on March 19, 
1941. Sister Charlotte taught for 56 years in Catholic 
elementary schools throughout California, Oregon, 
Texas and Kansas, including many years in Pittsburg 
at St. Mary's Colgan. Mass of Christian Burial was 
held Wednesday, November 2, in Wichita.

Judy and Virgil Winn Humanitarian Award
This annual award will recognize a St. Mary’s 
Colgan High School senior who exemplifies the 
virtues as lived by Judy and Virgil Winn. The 
recipient will have a selfless spirit that recognizes 
and promotes the human dignity of all people and 
will represent a true inspiration and living example 
of Christianity to each of us. The first award will be 
presented this year. If anyone is interested in making 
a donation in memory of Judy or in honor of Virgil, 
checks should be written to SMC Catholic Schools 
with a memo notation to the Winn Humanitarian 

Award. Checks may be brought or sent to the parish 
office.

Giving Tuesday
Thanks to those who answered our request to 
participate in Giving Tuesday by making a donation 
to the SMC Endowment at the Community 
Foundation of Southeast Kansas so we would be 
eligible for part of the matching dollars that day. 
The St. Mary’s Colgan School Endowment received 
the most donations of any funds with $14,510 being 
donated on Tuesday, November 29. This provided an 
additional $4,037.12 in matching dollars for a grand 
total of $18,547.12. We are blessed by your support 
and generosity!

SMC Graduates Build International Bonds
Three members of the SMC Class of 2015, Marcus 
Yoakam, Joe Kolarik and Tanner Cronister, founded 
the PSU’s Outdoor Adventure Club, hoping to 
connect with other PSU students who also love 
hiking and camping. They had a handful of students 
interested in the club. But the club took a different 
turn when Marcus became involved with PittPals 

which pairs international students with American 
students. Marcus found out that many of the 
international students struggled to find activities 
beyond the campus and community. He extended an 
invitation to join the Outdoor Adventure Club and 
their membership swelled to over 240 members. The 
SMC Graduates have introduced many international 
students to the beauty of the outdoors of the United 
States and the American cuisine of peanut butter and 
jelly, which was the only food they ate on the first 
campout. International bonds have been formed in 
the simple act of camping; working together to put 
up a tent, sitting around a campfire telling stories, 
watching the night sky, and awakening to the simple 
beauty of wildflowers in the surrounding field. 
Read more at www.pittstate.edu/news/club-builds-
international-bonds-under-american-skies.

SMC Alumni News Blasts are emailed 
monthly with information about activities and 

accomplishments at SMC, as well as updates about 
Alumni. To receive these News Blasts, send your 

email address to alumni@OLLsmc.com
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education. She spent several years teaching in the upper Midwest while her husband completed his residency 
training. Her initial teaching was at the KU Medical Center. This was followed by stops at Rochester (MN) State 
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embarked on a 36-year career, which included chairing the nursing program and serving as assistant dean of the 
College of Pharmacy/Nursing at North Dakota State University. But her resume is only part of the story, as Agnes’s 
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center, Catholic Charities of North Dakota, Pharm Assist Committee of the ND Pharmacy Association, and the Lawyer Assistance Program. 
After retiring from NDSU, she completed the 
Parish Nurse program and now serves as a Faith 
Community Nurse. In September 2016, she was 
recognized for her efforts in the area of health 
care made by individuals 65 or older who have 
made outstanding contributions to enrich the 
social, cultural or civic life for those of the Fargo-
Moorhead area. Agnes was married at Our Lady 
of Lourdes on November 26, 1960, to Dr. Ryan 
B. Harrington. Ryan trained in Internal Medicine 
in Kansas City and completed a fellowship in 
neurology at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
MN, prior to entering practice in Fargo. He died 
in December 2014 after a 13-year illness with 
myelofibrosis. They are parents of three children: 
Anne, a neurodiagnostic technologist in Detroit 
Lakes, MN; Ryan J., an attorney in Naperville, IL; 
and Mark, a computer engineer in Minneapolis, 
MN. They have four grandchildren.

Patrick Schiefelbein ('01)
Patrick is a general surgeon working 
at Northwest Medical Center in 
Bentonville, AR, as well as the Siloam 
Springs Regional Hospital. He cares for patients requiring surgical treatment such as appendicitis, gallbladder problems, hernia repairs, breast 
surgery and vascular surgery. He also treats patients involved in traumas, as well as some pediatric surgeries. Patrick has been in Bentonville for 
about three months, and was previously in Hot Springs, AR, for two years. Pat and his wife, Candice, live in Springdale, with their four children: 
five-year-old Collin, four-year-old Faith, two-year-old Lane and one-year-old Grant.

Jake Edwards ('08)
Jake is a chiropractor working at Active Chiropractor Health and Wellness in Norman, OK. He has been a chiropractor since graduating in May 
of 2015 from Logan University in St. Louis, MO. Jake takes a whole-body approach to treat the nervous system by adjusting a patient’s spine and 
extremities. He sees patients of all ages from infants to the elderly who suffer from all types of conditions such as headaches, sciatica, neck and 
back discomfort, and scoliosis. Jake and his wife, Jordan, are expecting a baby girl in April of 2017.

Capital Campaign
Thank you to the SMC Alumni and Friends who replied to the Capital Campaign 
study conducted by the Steier Group.  After much thought and prayer, we have 
decided to put the capital campaign on hold for the current time.  A complete 
recap can be found on our website, OLLsmc.com.

2nd Annual Parish/School Auction
The second annual parish/school auction, Plaid and Pearls, was held Nov 12th.  
The funds raised will be distributed to SMC Booster Club, St. Mary's PTO,  
SMC Fine Arts, Project Graduation, Altar Society, St. Pius X, Catholic Youth 
Ministries, and to support parish and school operations.  Thank you to all who 
attended, made donations, or helped with the event. The auction raised $88,000.

RECAPS

Agnes (Diller) Harrington ‘56
Fargo, ND

Patrick Schiefelbein ‘01
Bentonville, AR

Jake Edwards ‘08
Norman, OK
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Alumni Wedding  
Announcements
And Two Shall Become One
Matt Curran ('08) and Sam Crager ('08) 
 September 3, 2016
Josh Patterson ('07) and Sheena Koushik 
 September 4, 2016
Michael Bicknell ('81) and Angela Locke ('83) 
 September 17, 2016
Thomas VanBecelaere ('10) and Rachel Henderson 
 November 5, 2016
Ben Arnold and Abby Dellasega ('07)
 December 31, 2016

Wedding Anniversaries
50th Anniversary
Phil and Mary (Mangan) Beitzinger ('63) 
 September 5, 1966 
Ron ('58) and Melva Wilbert 
 September 10, 1966 
60th Anniversary
James ('52) and Barbara Dunlap
 January 12, 2017

Alumni Birth Announcements
Welcome to the Baby Panthers
Kris and Ashley (Humble) Nelson ('05)
Announce the birth of a son, Maddox James, August 12, 2016 
Daniel ('05) and Sarah Dellasega
Announce the birth of a daughter, Grace Irene, August 24, 2016
Adam ('00) and Karina Duncan
Announce the birth of a daughter, Alessandra Sofia,  
   September 30, 2016
Brian and Jordan (Boler) Coomes ('08)
Announce the birth of a daughter, Maxine Rose, October 6, 2016
Andres ('01) and Hannah Castaneda 
Announce the birth of a son, Xavier Genaro, November 13, 2016 
Eric ('02) and Whitney Clawson
Announce the birth of a daughter, Clare Anne, November 15, 2016
Ervin and Pilar (Castaneda) Mendez ('07) 
Announce the birth of a daughter, Analy Elizabeth, December 5, 2016
Daniel ('07) and Courtney Sellmeyer  
Announce the birth of a son, Jaeger Reed, January 4, 2016.

Recently Deceased Alumni
May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully departed rest in peace.

David Carlton ('58) September 4, 2016
Tom McNally ('70) December 10, 2016 

Scott VanBecelaere ('89) December 25, 2016
Shirley (Ryan) Dayton ('49) January 5, 2017

Mail this form to: SMC Alumni, PO BOX 214, Pittsburg KS 66762 or email the information to: alumni@OLLsmc.com
Name:    Class of: 
Address: 
Email Address: 
Announcement: 
 
 

Keep your fellow alumni updated on your life. Send in announcements of births, weddings, career changes and advancements or other life updates. 
We will publish them in our next SMC Alumni Newsletter.

ALUMNI

NEWS Blasts
Sister Charlotte
Sister Charlotte Zelenak, a member of the 
Congregation of St. Joseph, died October 28, 2016, 
at the age of 93. She was born January 1, 1923, to 
Anna and Stefan Zelenak in Kansas City, KS. She 
entered the Congregation of St. Joseph on March 19, 
1941. Sister Charlotte taught for 56 years in Catholic 
elementary schools throughout California, Oregon, 
Texas and Kansas, including many years in Pittsburg 
at St. Mary's Colgan. Mass of Christian Burial was 
held Wednesday, November 2, in Wichita.

Judy and Virgil Winn Humanitarian Award
This annual award will recognize a St. Mary’s 
Colgan High School senior who exemplifies the 
virtues as lived by Judy and Virgil Winn. The 
recipient will have a selfless spirit that recognizes 
and promotes the human dignity of all people and 
will represent a true inspiration and living example 
of Christianity to each of us. The first award will be 
presented this year. If anyone is interested in making 
a donation in memory of Judy or in honor of Virgil, 
checks should be written to SMC Catholic Schools 
with a memo notation to the Winn Humanitarian 

Award. Checks may be brought or sent to the parish 
office.

Giving Tuesday
Thanks to those who answered our request to 
participate in Giving Tuesday by making a donation 
to the SMC Endowment at the Community 
Foundation of Southeast Kansas so we would be 
eligible for part of the matching dollars that day. 
The St. Mary’s Colgan School Endowment received 
the most donations of any funds with $14,510 being 
donated on Tuesday, November 29. This provided an 
additional $4,037.12 in matching dollars for a grand 
total of $18,547.12. We are blessed by your support 
and generosity!

SMC Graduates Build International Bonds
Three members of the SMC Class of 2015, Marcus 
Yoakam, Joe Kolarik and Tanner Cronister, founded 
the PSU’s Outdoor Adventure Club, hoping to 
connect with other PSU students who also love 
hiking and camping. They had a handful of students 
interested in the club. But the club took a different 
turn when Marcus became involved with PittPals 

which pairs international students with American 
students. Marcus found out that many of the 
international students struggled to find activities 
beyond the campus and community. He extended an 
invitation to join the Outdoor Adventure Club and 
their membership swelled to over 240 members. The 
SMC Graduates have introduced many international 
students to the beauty of the outdoors of the United 
States and the American cuisine of peanut butter and 
jelly, which was the only food they ate on the first 
campout. International bonds have been formed in 
the simple act of camping; working together to put 
up a tent, sitting around a campfire telling stories, 
watching the night sky, and awakening to the simple 
beauty of wildflowers in the surrounding field. 
Read more at www.pittstate.edu/news/club-builds-
international-bonds-under-american-skies.

SMC Alumni News Blasts are emailed 
monthly with information about activities and 

accomplishments at SMC, as well as updates about 
Alumni. To receive these News Blasts, send your 

email address to alumni@OLLsmc.com
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@St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools. You will find updates on activities, 
pictures and links to watch SMC football and basketball games online.

Follow @SMCschools
NEW!

For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them. ~Matthew 18:20

Panthers and friends near and far gather 
to celebrate "Panther Pride" at an alumni 

gathering in Wichita, KS and homecoming 
tailgate in Pittsburg, KS.

Visit Us on the Web @ OLLsmc.com
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Are you having a class reunion?  
Email us at alumni@OLLsmc.com or call the parish office at  
620-231-2135 and let us know. Fill out the reunion form at  
OLLsmc.com/alumni/reunions and learn how we can help you. 

Recent Class Reunions
Class of 1966 celebrates their 50th year reunion.


