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Veterans Day Program

St. Mary’s Colgan held a Veterans Day program 
November 11th, to honor and celebrate the men and 

women who have served 
in the armed forces. 
Elementary Principal 
Nancy Hicks (74) 
served as the Master of 
Ceremonies. The flags 
were presented by the 
Boy Scouts; fifth grad-
ers signed the Pledge 
of Allegiance while 
all recited it; followed 
by the Star Spangled 
Banner sung by the sixth 
graders and accompa-
nied by the SMC Band. 
A brief history of Veterans Day was presented by senior, 
Grant Cason. 

St. Mary’s Colgan graduate Major John Peterson (99) 
then spoke to the entire Preschool-12th grade student 

body, as well as community 
members, who gathered in 
the Fieldhouse for the event. 
John thanked the teachers and 
coaches at St. Mary’s Colgan 
for giving him a strong foun-
dation. He thanked the coaches 
for allowing him to play and 
teaching life lessons that he 
still carries with him. When he 

was in kindergarten, John had casts on both legs, so Coach 
Mike Watt carried him up and down the steps every day. John 

hasn’t forgotten that. After high 
school, John attended Pittsburg 
State University and played on 
the Gorilla football team, but 
also joined the Reserve Officer 
Training Corp (ROTC), which 
was a turning point in his life. 
Major Peterson told the students, 
“If the opportunity presents itself 
to be a servant to this country – 
do it!” He was commissioned an 
officer in 2004 and has served 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, Germany, Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, and currently 
is in school at Ft. Leavenworth 

Command and General Staff College. John is a US Army 
Air Defense Artillery Officer. His job is to protect valuable 
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After months of work and planning, through a process 
called Faith Forward, Come to the Table, Our Lady of 
Lourdes has developed a strategic plan that gives us a 
road map for the future. The entire plan is available on 
our website, OLLsmc.com, or to have one mailed to 
you please call the parish office at 620-231-2135. Five 
goals were outlined for the Parish. The second goal, 
outlined in the graphic, pertains specifically to St. 
Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools. The implementation 
of our new strategic plan has begun. SMC has announced 
the hiring of Dennis Burke in the newly created position 
of Director of School Advancement. Dennis has been a 
superintendent of schools for 22 years serving in 
Riverton and Baxter Springs. Dennis says, “The thought 
of being part of one of the most vital and respected 
Catholic school systems in the diocese is an amazing 
opportunity. I am honored to offer my experience as 
SMC embarks on this exciting new chapter.” We have 
also hired Katy Brown to be the 7th-12th grade 
counselor. Katy holds a master’s degree in counseling 
from Pittsburg State University. Katy and her husband, 
Matt, are active members of Our Lady of Lourdes 
parish. They have six children, five of whom will attend 
SMC in the fall, while the baby waits his turn.

assets that are strategically placed around the world. He 
commanded a Patriot Battery in Southwest Asia protecting 
critical assets in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
John said, “God entrusted me to take sons and daughters to 
battle and bring them back again.” Talking directly to the 
high school students, Major Peterson said, “You are about 
to be future leaders of society.” He spoke of the four L’s of 
leadership: Listen, Learn, Love and Lead. “Listen to those 
who are teaching. Learn – be an expert on whatever you 
are going to do. Love what you are doing and be passionate 
about it. And love those who support you. Lead – when you 
are in charge, be in charge. You can learn how to be a better 
leader so embrace the opportunities.” John summed it up 
with this, “Listen, learn and love to help you lead!” John and 
his wife, Callie, have two children, John and Taylor. 

After Major Peterson’s presentation, the SMC Band 
played America the Beautiful, followed by a thank you to 
veterans from the Preschoolers. The Junior High students 

presented a Choral Reading honoring the American Flag, 
which was followed by a moving presentation by the 4th 

grade of “America’s White Table” which honors our fallen 
soldiers. Names of active military men and women associ-
ated with St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools were read. 
The Veterans Day event concluded with the SMC Band 
beautifully playing an Armed Services Medley, and having 
members of each branch stand to be recognized. 

Goal 2
Create and Sustain a Catholic 
Educational Experience that is 

Second to None

Infuse a Catholic 
identity in all 

students attending 
our Catholic schools

Increase utilization 
of School Advisory 
Council to enhance 

the quality of our 
schools 

Create a
welcoming/accepting 

atmosphere for all 
students 

Identify and address 
technology needs 
within the schools

Develop Catholic values in
all students

Ensure all school programs 
and activities lead students 

to Christ

Increase awareness of how 
behavior attracts others to 

our faith

Create a process to 
welcome new families with an 
orientation and support their 
adjustment to our Catholic 

schools

Establish a Technology 
Strategy Committee to ad-
dress and support ongoing 

technology needsClarify and carry out a plan to 
fulfill School Advisory Council 
responsibilities as outlined by 

the Diocese

Create a process for 
ongoing evaluation of the 

curriculum

Hire a counselor for
grades 7-12

Broaden the reach to find 
educators/staff ready to work 
in a Catholic school setting

Strengthen the process 
for evaluating teaching 

effectiveness

Strengthen the 
curriculum to have 

every student 
be either college 
or career ready 
by graduation, 

depending on their 
chosen path

Strengthen the 
quality of the 

faculty and school 
support staff

Update

Veterans Day continued from Pg 1
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Randi Piccini (09) will be teaching 
in a two-week intensive English summer 
camp for Italian students at the beginning 
of June.  The camp, Associazione Insieme 
English Camps, or in English, Together 
Association English Camps, serves 
students ages 5-14. Randi will be teaching 
11-14 year old students. The students will 
also take classes in physical education, 
art and singing. This year’s theme is 
Southwest America. The camp directors 
pay extra to bring in American teachers 
as opposed to British teachers, because 
Italian parents want their children to learn 
American English. Randi will be living 
with a host family and thrown into the 
Italian life and culture.  

Garrett Kays (12) has done so well 
at K-State that the faculty nominated him 
for the prestigious Truman Scholarship. 
K-State can only nominate four students.

Frank and Kathy (Quinn) 
Sunnenberg (66), Springfield, 
MO, returned to Pittsburg in August to 
celebrate their 45th wedding anniversary 
at Our Lady of Lourdes. Their son, Fr. 
Scott Sunnenberg, celebrated Mass for 
the family. Their younger son, Ryan, 

wife Jessica and daughter Audrey were 
also at the Mass. They now have another 
daughter, Ava Marie. Also pictured are 

Kathy’s brothers Mike (59) and Ed (53) 
and their families. 

Alyssa Patterson (SMC 
Senior) has been awarded a Presidential 
Scholarship to Benedictine College. 
Alyssa was one of 325 students who 
qualified to apply for the Presidential 
Scholarship which covers tuition for all 
four years. Only10 of these scholarships 
are awarded by the college each year. 
Congratulations, Alyssa!!

Forty SMC students and 
sponsors drove for 13 hours in vans 
over spring break to help the people 
of West Virginia. The Mission Trip 
has become a spring break tradition 
at SMC.  Our students joined students 
from Bishop Miege to provide labor and 
materials to help make improvements to 
many West Virginia homes. They also 
provide an evening of Vacation Bible 
Study for the local children.

Dan Farrell was presented 
with the 2015 Guardian 
Angel Award by Bob Voboril, 
superintendent of schools for the Catholic 
Diocese of Wichita, and Fr. Rick Kotrba, 
right, for his exemplary volunteer work. 
After Dan retired from the insurance 

business more than three years ago, he 
has been a daily fixture on the campus 
of SMC working tirelessly on...whatever 
needs done.  Thank you, Dan, for all you 
do for our schools. 
 

Congratulations to Chuck 
Smith on his election to the Kansas 
State House of Representatives.  Chuck 
has taught and coached at SMC for over 
30 years. 

Chuck is pictured with his wife, Beth 
(Wachter) (74), their seven children, who 
are all SMC graduates, and their spouses. 
While Chuck is fulfilling his duties to the 
Kansas House, SMC Alumnus Dave Main 
(80) will be team teaching with Chuck this 
semester. 

Congratulations to the latest 
SMC Letterman Virgil Winn! 
The letter was awarded to him for his 
years of dedicated commitment to the 
students of SMC.

SMC teachers Julie (Askins) 
Cedeno (85) and Lisa 
(Normand) Farmer (82) will 
be chairing the steering committee to 
celebrate 100 years of Catholic Education 
at St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools. 
Activities will be planned throughout the 
school year to celebrate and honor our 
history. If you would like to help with 
planning and coordinating of these events, 
please email alumni@ollsmc.com. The 
outline for the activities will be available 
on the website OLLsmc.com.

NEWS Blasts
SMC Alumni News Blasts 
are emailed monthly with 
information about activities and 
accomplishments at SMC, as well 
as updates about Alumni. To receive 
these News Blasts, send your email 
address to alumni@ollsmc.com.

ALUMNI

NEWS Blasts
SCHOOLS
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After graduating from St. Mary’s Colgan in 2005, Daniel Dellasega attended Kansas 
State University where he double majored in Finance and Accounting. After being a stand-
out catcher for SMC, Daniel was headed to fulfill his dream to play baseball at a division 
one school. However, while playing football in the Shrine Bowl, a statewide all-star game 
the summer after high school, Daniel broke his wrist. Doctors told him he would never be 
able to throw a ball again. The doctors did not realize Daniel’s determination. Not only did 
he play baseball again, he helped lead the K-State Wildcats to regional appearances his 
final two years. After college graduation Daniel moved to Wichita, and started working at 
Koch Industries in August of 2010. He has held multiple positions at Koch, most recently 
being on the commercial team selling fertilizer. In January 2012, Daniel met his future wife, 
Sarah Marsolek, and they were married in June 2014. Sarah graduated from Benedictine 
College in education and spent six years teaching in Wichita Catholic Schools. Sarah 
has just finished her last year teaching and will now be staying at home to raise their two 

children, Anthony Joseph and Caroline Marie who were born February 8, 2015, after Sarah 
had been in the hospital for 59 days. She had gone into preterm labor at about five months, 
and miraculously the babies were born only seven weeks early. About SMC Daniel wrote, 
“When I think about St. Mary’s Colgan, tradition is what comes to mind. This is truly second 
to none for any school in Kansas and probably the United States. The rich academic and 
athletic traditions are what make Colgan special, and those are ingrained into the kids by the 
teachers and coaches. But most importantly faith and the community are what make Colgan 
stand out the most. To know that we can all gather and give thanks together for the talents 
that God has given us is special. A great example of this is when prayers are needed for 
someone in the parish; there often times is someone that gets a group of people together 
to say a rosary. To have this type of support is overwhelming and re-affirms the fact that we 
are not walking this journey alone.” Daniel and Sarah greatly appreciate the prayers that 
were offered for their family as they awaited the arrival of their twins.

Jasna (Lomshek) Kalan is a 1995 graduate of St. Mary’s Colgan High School. 
After graduation, she obtained a business degree from the University of Saint Mary, in 
Leavenworth, KS. Jasna then began working in the international sales field in the Kansas 
City area. In 2001, she married Gregor Kalan and they began their life together in Gregor’s 
home country and the country of Jasna’s family heritage in Slovenia. For three years, they 
lived in the beautiful Alpine country and were blessed with two sons, Janko and Matevz. 
Upon returning to the United States, daughters, Polona and Anamarija, joined the family. 
Jasna then decided to change her career and in 2009, began nursing school. For the past 
three years, she has been a nurse at Via Christi hospital in Pittsburg. Gregor is the Web 

Marketing Director for Pittsburg State University. Their four children are students at St. 
Mary’s Colgan, Janko is in 6th grade, Matevz in 5th grade, Polona in 3rd and Anamarija is in 
1st grade. “As I reflect back on my education at St. Mary’s Colgan, I am grateful for the les-
sons of stewardship and faith that were integral parts of our formation.” Jasna wrote. “One 
of my most vivid memories was gathering in the church after football games. I remember the 
dimly lit church that would light up with our voices in song and prayer as we knelt in front of 
the altar. So often, I learned to turn to the comforts and strength of those walls during times 
of struggle. This lesson is one that I am grateful that our four children will also learn as they 
travel the halls of St. Mary’s Colgan.”

Louis Monsour graduated from Colgan High School in 1985. His education continued 
at the University of Southern California where he was on the debate team and for two years 
was a placekicker on the football team. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree of Finance, 
Business Communications and Real Estate. He next attended Glendale University College 
of Law, where he earned his Juris Doctorate. Louis worked at an entertainment law firm for 
four years then drafted contracts for television shows, feature films and the international dis-
tribution of movies, and TV shows working for several studios including Universal Studios, 
Studios USA, Disney, DreamWorks and CBS. While working for the studios, he started his 
own company investing in real estate and the stock market. That has turned into a consult-
ing firm called Make It and Keep It, where he teaches people how to invest and trade in the 
stock market. Louis and his wife, Yesenia, were married in Los Angeles in 1992. They lived 
in California until 2006, when they moved to San Antonio, Texas. They have been blessed 
with three sons, Joseph, Andrew and Nicholas. Joseph is pursuing an acting career, and 
in 2013 the family returned to California where Joseph was auditioning. Joseph has been 
cast in two FOX productions, and now waits to see when they start shooting. Their middle 
son, Andrew, will graduate from Saint Monica Catholic High School this year and wants to 

study mechanical engineering. Nicholas is in the sixth grade and attends St. Anne’s grade 
school. Louis says he is a cross between the two older boys and wants to study acting like 
Joseph and play football like Andrew. Yesenia is the Director of Public Affairs and Brand 
Communications for Kaiser Permanente Hospital. When asked about high school memo-
ries, Louis wrote, “At Colgan I was lucky to have such great teachers and a great student 
body. I enjoyed every minute of high school from sports to debate to just being in class. It 
is difficult to mention one memory or feeling about Colgan. It is a combination of feelings 
and memories which mix together to create an attitude and a sensation which you just have 
to experience. The Colgan experience is like a tattoo on the emotion, but you have to see 
it and experience it to understand it. It is difficult to explain the simplicity and the love you 
feel from a place like Colgan. That is especially so when living in a huge place like Los 
Angeles with its frantic and crazy ways. I tried to find something similar when I was looking 
for schools for the boys, but nothing can replace or replicate HOME. So we settled for a 
good Catholic education and I tried to provide them with a similar experience that I enjoyed 
at Colgan. I find that what I learned from teachers and students alike creeps into my guiding 
the boys along their studies and activities.”

DANIEL DELLASEGA

JASNA (LOMSHEK) KALAN

LOUIS MONSOUR
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As President of Gotta Have HOPE, Inc., Joyce Marschallinger Feder, 1975 graduate 
of Colgan High School, oversees the daily activities of the nonprofit organization the Feder 
family founded in 2009. Gotta Have HOPE’s primary focus at this time is in Uganda, East 
Africa and is funding the construction of a library, new classroom block, and a scholarship 
program for St. Joan of Arc Primary School in remote Mawuuki, Uganda. Joyce received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Therapy and enjoyed a 20-year practice in acute 
care and rehabilitation. She and her husband, Michael J. Feder, who passed away in 2012, 
are blessed with three incredible children, Jonathan, Annelise, and Emily. Joyce’s hobbies 
include spending time with family, hiking, gardening and cycling. “It hardly seems imagin-
able for me to think 40 years have transpired since our graduation in 1975 from St. Mary’s 
Colgan. “ Joyce wrote. “Formation at SMC was an integral part of who I am today. It was all 
about profession of faith, spirit, and family. I vividly remember participating in daily Masses, 
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and 40 Hours Devotion. The liturgy of the Mass and 
the celebration of the Eucharist was the heart of our activities. Faith learned in our youth to 
be practiced for a lifetime was the core of our education. Who could forget the visit to the 
church to thank God for our efforts after each athletic event whether we brought home a 
win or a loss? The Holy Spirit has always graced St. Mary’s Colgan with an abundance of 

school spirit. We were encouraged daily to work hard to be the very best we could be in our 
studies and all co-curricular activities. We were held to a high standard of achievement. In 
1974, our Colgan Panthers won the Kansas Class 1A Football State Championship, the first 
in school history, amidst a blustery snowstorm. Throughout the season momentum grew 
and so did the support. The coaching staff, the team, the entire school, and the fans were 
a well-oiled machine. Pep assemblies imbued motivation beyond belief. Volunteers plowed 
the snow off Hutchison Field before the game. The team played the game of their career. 
The fans witnessed a victory we will never forget. The crowds were undisturbed by the frigid 
conditions. (I laugh as I remember a fan calling to my attention that my pants were on fire 
as I stood too close to the sideline heaters. My legs were so cold I couldn’t even feel the 
heat.) The spirit I experienced during the fall of 1974 culminating with that state champion-
ship game has been a great example for me throughout my life. An African proverb states “It 
takes a whole village to raise a child.” I am made very aware of this in my current work but 
especially appreciate looking back at the tireless example of love, energy, and devotion our 
St. Mary’s Colgan pastors, priests, religious, administrators, teachers, coaches, the parish 
family, and my own family have given to ensure we were raised well. I am forever grateful 
for their love and sacrifice. I know this tradition continues at our beloved St. Mary’s Colgan.”

Joe Habjan is a 1965 graduate of St. Mary’s High School. Joe and his family immi-
grated to Pittsburg in the early 1950’s thanks to the efforts of the Catholic Diocese of 
Wichita. Our Lady of Lourdes Parish employed Joe’s father, Andrew Habjan, as a custodian 
for 20 years. Joe’s brother, Andy (61), and sister, Mary Cashero (62), were born in Slovenia, 
formerly called Yugoslavia, and Joe was born in a Displaced Person’s Camp in Spittal, 
Austria. Their youngest sister, Theresa Noland (73), was born in Pittsburg. Joe graduated 
from Pittsburg State University with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 
1969. He then served in the military for a couple of years before marrying his wife, Virginia, 
at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in Olathe, Kansas, on February 5, 1972. Joe worked for 3M 
Company in Nevada, Missouri, for 36 years while he and Virginia raised their six children. 
They have been blessed with twelve grandchildren. When asked about his memories of 
St. Mary’s, Joe wrote, “My early memories of St. Mary’s revolve around the old 3-story 
structure that housed both the elementary and high school at that time. I helped my dad 
(not because I wanted to but because he told me to) by sweeping the hallways and empty-

ing waste baskets while he cleaned the classrooms and other areas. In the summers, we 
would sand and refinish the wood floors in addition to mowing the grass around the parish 
grounds, which consisted only of the school building, the old gym, the Church, the rectory, 
and the convent. I had the good fortune of watching the new high school building being built 
and then graduating from it. The nuns and priests of that era were a great influence in our 
lives. I am amazed at the dedication of those individuals who devoted their entire lives to 
the service of others. They had unique personalities, some of which I really enjoyed, and 
others not-so-much. But in looking back, it was their spirituality that still impresses me today. 
They taught me to pray - not just the standards like the Hail Mary, the Our Father, etc., but 
personal prayer, just talking to God. From the insecurities of my teen years, through the 
middle years of making a living and having a family, and now as I walk through my senior 
years, I have often repeated my favorite prayer. It goes like this: ‘Lord, help me to remember 
that nothing is going to happen to me today that You and I can’t handle!’ Feel free to make 
it your favorite too.”

Bridget (Lyons) VanHouten and her family moved to Pittsburg when her mother was 
pregnant with the sixth of nine children and her father was overseas serving in WWII. The 
priests at Our Lady of Lourdes quickly became an important part of their family. Bridget and 
her siblings became immersed in St. Mary’s school. Bridget graduated from St. Mary’s High 
School in 1955 and went to work for Msgr. Stremel in the rectory. When the next school 
year began, Bridget was enrolled in Kansas State Teacher’s College (now Pittsburg State 
University), as an English major. After three years in college, she moved to Kansas City 
where she was a secretary for a contact lens company, then was a copy writer/secretary 
for the Bruce B. Brewer Advertising Agency. Bridget began dating Art VanHouten, a 1955 
PHS graduate. The two were married on June 17, 1961. They lived in Kansas City for the 
next ten years where they were blessed with three children, Art III in 1963, Marisean in 
1964 and David in 1968. Art served in Vietnam, entering as a Captain and retiring as a 
Lieutenant Colonel.. He was stationed northwest of Saigon and was twice decorated with 
the Bronze Star for Valor. After his return, the family moved to East Moline, Illinois where 

their fourth child, Carla, was born in 1971. After being married for 18 years, Art joined the 
Catholic Church. They remained in Illinois, for 28 years where Art was a Vice President for 
the Western Division of John Deere Insurance. The family then moved to Arkansas where 
Art was an insurance rep. Art and Bridget have remained in Bella Vista. Both of their daugh-
ters and families live there also. Their oldest son Art and family live in Dayton, Ohio, while 
their younger son David lives in Illinois with his family. Art currently volunteers for the NWA 
Lightning Soccer Club taking care of the soccer fields. Bridget works in home health care. 
She currently works for Home Instead working to help the elderly remain in their homes as 
long as possible. Bridget has great memories about St. Mary’s. “Everyone worked together,” 
she recalled. She and her brother even had the janitor teach them how to light the furnace 
in the school so they could light the furnace at home to help out their mom. “The level of 
respect for Msgr. McCullough was great,” she said. “It is a fabulous school. Our hearts have 
never left Pittsburg.”

Joe Wachter graduated from St. Mary’s High School with the class of 1945. He enlisted 
in the Army with fellow classmate Howard Wilbert, and both were sent to Texas. “We were 
lucky that the war was already over,” Joe recalled. Joe was then sent to St. Louis and New 
York, before he was discharged in 1948. Upon returning to Pittsburg, Joe enrolled in Kansas 
State Teacher’s College, now Pittsburg State University. He also took a job with a young 
Pittsburg printing company, PittCraft, which had only been in business for two years. Joe 
worked in the preparation department for the presses. Joe continued working for Pittcraft 
until retiring when he turned 65 years old. Along his side, has been Joe’s wife of over 60 
years, Marianne (Smardo) Wachter, a 1949 graduate of St. Mary’s High School. Joe and 

Marianne were married at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on June 16, 1951. They have two 
children, Mary Jo Warmuth (1970) who lives in Overland Park, Kansas and Kurt Wachter 
(1983) who lives east of Girard, Kansas. They also have two granddaughters and two great-
grandchildren. Since Joe retired, he and Marianne have enjoyed traveling the world. They 
have been to Italy at least 10 times, while also visiting England, France and Germany for 
a couple of weeks at a time. Joe recalled that he made a lot of good friends while going to 
school at St. Mary’s Colgan. He and Marianne have enjoyed being members of Our Lady of 
Lourdes and remaining in Pittsburg. “We have had a good life,” he said.

JOYCE (MARSCHALLINGER) FEDER

JOE HABJAN

BRIDGET (LYONS) VANHOUTEN

JOE WACHTER
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Ringing the Bells for SMC graduates Shore to Shore

One of the treasured traditions 
at St Mary’s Colgan is ringing 
the church bells after a football 
victory. The town of Pittsburg 
has heard those bells ringing on 
Thursday and Friday nights for 
nearly 50 years. We thought 
ringing the bells was a great 
metaphor for the great work our 
alumni have been doing for 
decades across the country and 
around the world. The good 
lives our alumni are leading 
make our work at SMC heard 
and felt every day all across the 
globe. In our newest feature in 
the Newsletter, we will be 
figuratively “Ringing the Bells” 
to celebrate SMC. We invite you 
to nominate yourself or other 
SMC graduates you feel should be featured in future newsletters. Email Alumni@ollsmc.com or call 620-231-2135. Let’s 
shout to the mountain top about St. Mary’s Colgan graduates while we are Ringing the Bells!

Stuart McNally (97)
Stuart McNally went to college at Creighton in Omaha, Nebraska, and has stayed there ever since. He earned his BS in Biology 
followed by his DDS in 2005. Stuart is a tenured Associate Professor at Creighton School of Dentistry 
where he is the director of four courses and guest lectures in several others, both preclinical and 
clinical. He also has a private dental practice, Millard Hills Dental Health Center. Stuart’s wife, 
Clancy, is a pediatrician and is also an Assistant Professor at Creighton. They have two children, 
Connor, 7, and Eleanor, 4. 

Michael Arruda (03)
Michael is a Systems Engineer III working for Honeywell in Minnesota in the Twin Cities area. For 
the past year and a half, Michael’s job has been to simulate aircraft dynamics for autopilot and flight 
control system development and certification. Michael and his wife, Emily, have been married for 
six years and have a three-year-old, Kierra, and new baby girl, Krista, born in April.

Kelli (Gariglietti) Farha (91) 
Kelli is a Licensed Psychologist and is a member of the Graduate School Faculty at Valparaiso 
University, Valparaiso, Indiana. She teaches for the master’s program in Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling as well as some undergraduate courses for the psychology department. Kelli and her 
husband of 18 years, Darron, and their three children, Carlson, 12, Stevi, 11, and Samuel, 7, moved from Pittsburg to Indiana five years 
ago. They attend St. Teresa of Avila’s Catholic Student Center at Valparaiso and Kelli teaches for their high school GIFT program, 
which is their Catholic education program. 

Renee (Willingham) Hamilton (83)
Renee has been a Registered Nurse since 1987 and a Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) for three years. She works as an FNP at an 
internal medicine practice at Summit Medical Group in Knoxville, Tennessee, and is a part time adjunct professor at South College 
teaching in the Medical Assisting Program. Renee and her husband, Steven, have been married for 24 years and have three children, 
Alexis, 21, David, 19, and Jessica 16.

See Ringing Bells on Pg 7

Stuart McNally (97)
Omaha, NE Michael Arruda (03)

Twin Cities area, MN

Kelli (Gariglietti)
Farha (91)

Valparaiso, IN

Renee (Willingham) 
Hamilton (83)
Knoxville, TN

Josh Smith (07)
Roswell, NM

Janele (Huelat) Roche (01)
Tucson, AZ
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Alumni Wedding Announcements
And Two Shall Become One

Kate Minton (07) & Ryan Schendel
 September 6, 2014
Blake Butler (03) & Mandi Gash
 October 11, 2014
Charlie Sloan (09) & Betsy Helow
 January 24, 2015
Katie Evans (07) & Colby Childs
 April 18, 2015

Wedding Anniversaries
45th Anniversary
Frank & Kathy (Quinn) Sunnenberg (66)
 August 9, 1969

Ken & Vickie (Herbeck) Waltrip (67)
 April 11, 1970

Recently Deceased Alumni
May their souls and the souls of the faithfully 
departed rest in peace.

Michael Patterson (58) November 22, 2014
Clovene (Nogel) Morrissey (35) November 26, 2014
Jerry Hagerty (54) February 15, 2015
Margaret (Bach) McLean (45) March 12, 2015
Tom Murry (70) March 13, 2015
Laundus Dutch Nogel (34) March 23, 2014
Patrick O’Connell (47) April 14, 2015

Alumni Birth Announcements
Welcome to the Baby Panthers

Caleb (04) & Abby Farabi, Pittsburg
Announce the birth of a son, Carson Leigh,
 September 12, 2014

Matt (05) & Katie Butler, Pittsburg
Announce the birth of a daughter, Charli Rae,
 October 16, 2014

Brian (96) & Cristina (Bevilacqua) (05) Hamilton, Pittsburg
Announce the birth of a daughter, Clara June,
 November 3, 2014

Daniel (05) & Sarah Dellasega, Wichita, KS
Announce the birth of twins, daughter, Caroline Marie and  
 son, Anthony Joseph, February 8, 2015

Mark (04) & Lindsay Smith, Frontenac
Announce the birth of a daughter,
 Ellie Mae, February 23, 2015

Keiran & Janele (Huelat) (01) Roche, Tucson, AZ
Announce the birth of a daughter,
 Maxcine Catherine, March 4, 2015

Nick (01) & Niki Smith, Los Angeles, CA
Announce the birth of a son,
 Nicholas Charles, Jr, March 8, 2015

George (90) & Dana Yaghmour, Pittsburg,KS
Announce the birth of a daughter,
 Mya Nicole, March 11, 2015

Josh Smith (07)
Josh is a Real Estate/Personal Property Appraiser for Farm Credit 
of New Mexico. He completes real estate valuations on livestock 
ranches, dairies, irrigated and dry farms and specialty farms 
(pecans, pistachios, etc) for the purpose of loan collateral. In 
addition to real estate, he also does valuations on personal property 
such as cattle, equipment and feed inventories. Josh also trains 
younger staff and monitors real estate trends. He has been working 
there for three years. Josh and his wife, Jillian, live in Roswell, 
New Mexico.

Janele (Huelat) Roche (01)
Janele is an Athletic Trainer and teaches a Sports Medicine class 
at Amphitheater High School in Tucson, Arizona. She provides 
after school clinic for all sport related injuries. She is available for 
over 200 athletes at the high school. She also teaches an elective 
course to 10th-12th graders who are interested in a career in 
medicine. They cover anatomy, cpr/first aid and learn about 
athletic injuries. This is Janele’s fifth year at the school. She and 
her husband Keiran were married in 2010 and have two children, 
two year old Liam and new baby girl Maxcine born on March 4, 
2015.

Ringing Bells continued from Pg 6

Introducing Our New School Logo
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Are you having a class reunion?  
Email us at alumni@ollsmc.com or call the parish office and let 
us know. Fill out the reunion form at ollsmc.com/alumni/reunions 
for more information about how we can help you. 

All-School Reunion
Please join us July 10-12, 2015 for the SMC All-School 
Reunion. We are celebrating 100 years of Catholic education 
on our campus! What an accomplishment. In the early years 
of the parish, St. Mary’s Elementary School had opened but 
was forced to close because of financial hardship. But in 1915, 
the doors to Catholic education were opened at Our Lady of 
Lourdes and have remained open ever since. Come celebrate 
with us. Registration information has been mailed. If you did 
not receive it, please email alumni@ollsmc.com or call the 
parish office at 620-231-2135. The full brochure and online 
reservation are also available at OLLsmc.com. We hope to see 
you this summer! 

Reunion at a Glance
Friday, July 10, 2015
• 6pm-9pm • Registration at Fieldhouse
• 6pm-9pm • Picnic at Fieldhouse
• 9pm • “Good Night Irene” at Convent 
• 9:30pm-Midnight • Socializing at Corner Bistro (406 N Locust)
Saturday, July 11, 2015
• 7:30am • Golf Tourney Registration at Four Oaks
• 8am • 5K Run/Walk • Registration at Fieldhouse
• 8am-10am • Reunion Registration at Fieldhouse (If you did not pick up 

your packet Friday)
• 11am • Lunch and Wine Tasting at Elementary Commons
• 4pm • Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes
• 5:30pm-6:30pm • Social Hour at Fieldhouse
• 6:30pm • Banquet at Fieldhouse
Sunday, July 12, 2015
• 10am-11am • Open house
• 10am • Campus tour at High School

The SMC theater department provided a very 
entertaining performance of Singin' in the Rain. 
Hats off to them!!

Mail this Form to: SMC Alumni, PO BOX 214, Pittsburg KS 66762
or email the information to: Alumni@OLLsmc.com

Name: ______________________________________________________

Class of: ____________________________________________________

Announcement: _______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________

Keep your fellow alumni updated on your life. Send in 
announcements of births, weddings, career changes and 
advancements or other life updates. We will publish them in our 
next SMC Alumni Newsletter.


