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Faith Forward...Come to the Table
Alumni are a significant part of our past and can help us in the future

Now It's Even Easier–Give Electronically

What is Faith Forward? It is 
a new visioning process that 
will lead us to develop a stra-

tegic plan for our Catholic schools. With 
education, technology and resources 
changing faster than ever, we must evalu-
ate where we are and explore new dreams 
of where we want to be in the future. Our 

alumni are a significant part of our past, and we want 
your help to plan for our future.

Why do we need your help? You, our alumni, are 
scattered across the country and even the world. You 
are successful in business, medicine, law, manufactur-
ing, education and many other professions. You know 
what skills and experiences our graduates need to be 
highly competitive.

How can you help? We need feedback and partici-
pation from as many of you as possible. Joe Dellasega 
and Associates has been engaged to lead Faith Forward 

at no cost to our schools or parish. Joe will be work-
ing in conjunction with me and volunteers to facilitate 
this strategic planning process. He is a 1979 graduate 
of St. Mary’s Colgan, is passionate about our Catholic 
schools and is capable of leading us through Faith 
Forward.

What do you need to do? Make plans to join us in 
Pittsburg at St. Mary’s Colgan High School on August 
23, 2014 for SUPER SATURDAY. This will be an 
action-packed day where we will be imagining where 
our schools can be in the areas of Catholic Identity, 
Excellence in Education, Faculty & Staff Resources, 
Facilities & Equipment and Development/Stewardship. 
We need your wisdom and energy to push us to see 
what we cannot visualize ourselves.

Where do you sign up? Please email me at mitch-
elsonf@ollsmc.com or call 620.231.2135 for more 
details. Thanks in advance for answering our call to 
give back to your alma mater.

St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools is making it 
easier for our alumni and friends to financially 

support our schools. Many 
of you asked – Do we 
accept credit cards? Can I 
make a contribution online 
with an automatic with-
drawal from my checking 
account? Is it possible to 
donate from my mobile 
device? The answer now 
is yes to all of these ques-
tions.

We are pleased to 
announce a convenient 
way to make a donation 
in support of our Catholic 

schools. There are several options for the designa-
tion of your donation. You may choose from the 
SMC Annual Appeal, SMC Endowment Fund, Our 
Lady of Lourdes Memorial Fund, and Frank Crespino 
Endowment Fund. 

Simply go to our website, www.ollsmc.com, and 
click the online giving icon for the electronic form to 
appear. The online giving form can also be accessed 
from the alumni tab under the school side of the web-
site. Click the QR code below this article to access 
the online giving page from your mobile device. You 
have the ability to create a profile that can be saved 
for future use, or you can make a one-time donation 
without creating a profile; however, the advantage of 
creating a profile is that you can track your donation 
history. 

Today, we invite you to utilize the electronic giving 
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‘It’s the Little Things’

Brown Serving his Country in Afghanistan

What is Maggie Fleming’s favor-
ite part of her job? “Learning from 
the people I work alongside. What 

they have 
seen, expe-
rienced, and 
risen above 
– whether 
made to be a 
child soldier 
at the age of 8 
years or being 
told by your 
own country 
that you have 
no rights, 

are not considered a citizen of the 
state, and you are to live your life 
out in run-down camps surrounded 
by armed military with little food, 
water, hygiene or health care… It 
would be so easy for them to give 
up. Seeing their strength, resilience, 
and perseverance in action – it 
shakes me to my core.”

For the past four-and-a-half 
years, Maggie (1996) has worked 
for the nongovernmental organi-
zation the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC). Based in New 
York City, the agency works with 
refugees and internally displaced 
people in 40 countries and 23 cit-
ies across the United States. After 
having worked in their policy office 

in Washington, DC, for two-and-a-
half years, Maggie took a field post 
with the IRC’s team in South Sudan. 
After South Sudan, she joined the 
IRC’s Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Unit. This unit is 
made up of the “first responders” 
who deploy within 72 hours when 
responding to conflicts or natural 
disasters to provide immediate life-
saving assistance.

Maggie’s deployments during 
the last year have included setting 
up mobile health clinics for the 
displaced Rohingyan communities 
in Myanmar (aka Burma) and lead-
ing a small team from northern Iraq 
into northeastern Syria where IRC 
is providing food assistance and 
health care. 

What does Maggie enjoy about 
her work? “We are able to provide 
life-saving assistance in some of 
the toughest areas of the world, and 
while that is truly important, for me 
it’s the little things – simply offer-
ing a hand when it is most needed. 
Leaving your homeland for a bet-
ter start is extremely different than 
being driven from your homeland 
for your life.”

“You see examples of the strength 
of the human spirit every day in this 
job. On my last day of crossing the 
Tigris River from Syria back into 

Iraq, my eyes caught a young fam-
ily scrambling to board the already-
packed boat. Their hands preoccu-
pied with a newborn, their four bags 
of belongings, assisting parents and 
grandparents, the family quickly 
placed their 3-year-old girl on the 
boat and turned away to take care 
of everything else. Without wanting 
to scare her, I moved close enough 
to the girl to ensure she wouldn’t 
fall and watched over her as the 
boat began to push away from the 
shore.” 

“When we arrived at the Iraqi shore, 
chaos ensued. Struggling to help the 
granddaughter off the boat, I cautiously 
took the other hand of the little girl. 
Smiling, the grandmother handed her 
over to me as I stepped off the boat. 
Never looking up at me, her little hand 
clasped onto mine. We walked up the 
hill, away from the chaos, and stood 
to the side so her family could see 
us. It was difficult to watch her and 
her family walk through the Refugee 
Registration door at the border, but 
I quickly found myself in awe and 
humbled by the strength of this family 
walking towards the uncertainty of their 
future.” 

Maggie is currently in Lebanon con-
tinuing to work on the Syrian crisis.

For the first time in his 16-year 
military career, Leo Brown is in a 
war zone. Senior Master Sergeant 
Brown, a 1983 St. Mary's Colgan 
graduate, departed for Afghanistan 
on March 24th as a member of the 
Air Force Reserve's 442nd Fighter 
Wing Reserve at Whiteman Air 
Force Base, MO. 

Brown was notified of his pend-
ing deployment last August and 
was expecting it to last two to three 
months. But plans changed and the 
deployment will last six to seven 
months, with an anticipated return 

to the United States in October. 
While Brown is taking a break 

from his duties as a theology teacher 
at St. Thomas Aquinas High School 
in Overland Park until January 
2015, he is helping his wing's 
Airmen provide "close air support" 
for Army and Marine ground forces, 
if they encounter Taliban fighters. 
That support comes in the form of 
A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft, which 
Brown's wing maintains and oper-
ates. 

At Whiteman AFB – and in 
Afghanistan – Brown is a first ser-

geant for aircraft crew chiefs and 
weapons loaders. "The job of a first 
sergeant is to maintain good order 
and discipline," he said. "A first 
sergeant is part social worker, part 
big brother, part disciplinarian and 
part cheerleader." 

In Afghanistan, he focuses on 
the roughly 250 Airmen of his home 
unit, the 442nd Maintenance Group, 
as well as and other units, to ensure 
they keep in touch with their fami-
lies, that their morale is good and 
that they have good relations with 
their coworkers. As he works for a 

A career in international relief work has moments of joy, awe for Fleming

By Chris Flood

See Brown Pg 3
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Blancho Joins Ortho Four States
Dr. David Blancho (2002) has 

joined the medical staff at the 
Galena, Kansas, facility Orthopedic 
Specialists of the Four States. 
David completed his residency 
training in Podiatric Medicine and 
Surgery at Aria Health Systems 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
with extensive training in foot and 
ankle trauma. He earned his podi-
atric medical degree from Temple 
University in Philadelphia. Dr. 
Blancho specializes in all disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle.

Dickey Joins Ryan Insurance
Zac Dickey (2007) has joined 

the Ryan Insurance Agency in 
Pittsburg. After spending the past 
two years in the Lawrence/Kansas 
City area, Zac is excited to return 
to Pittsburg. Zac is a Pittsburg State 
University graduate.

Forbes Moves Up in Dodgers 
Organization

PJ Forbes (1986) has been named 
as the manager of Class A Rancho 
Cucamonga in the Los Angeles 
Dodgers organization. PJ managed 
the Dodgers’ rookie-league team in 
Arizona last season.

Wachter Reappointed
AJ Wachter (1961) was reap-

pointed by the Kansas Supreme 
Court to a two-year term as Chief 
Judge of the 11th Judicial District, 
effective January 1, 2014. AJ has 
served as a district judge since 2002 
in the 11th Judicial District. He 
presides over cases in Cherokee, 
Crawford and Labette Counties.

Norton to Head Foundation
Johnna (Pesavento) (1998) 

Norton has accepted the position as 
the director of the Mount Carmel 
Foundation in Pittsburg. The pur-
pose of the foundation is to raise 
funds to enhance the quality of 
health care in Southeast Kansas. 
Although the hospital name has 
changed to Via Christi, the founda-
tion has retained the name Mount 
Carmel Foundation. Johnna previ-
ously worked for Pittsburg State 
University.

Boman to be Principal
The Liberty (Missouri) Public 

Schools Board of Education has 
appointed Christy (Smith) Boman 
(1998) to be the next principal of 
Shoal Creek Elementary. Boman 
has been the assistant principal at 
Shoal Creek for the past five years. 

Prior to this position, she was a 4th 
grade teacher at Shoal Creek for 
five years and instructional coach 
at Lillian Schumacher. Before mov-
ing to Liberty, Boman taught 3rd 
grade in Carthage, MO. She has a 
Bachelor's Degree in Elementary 
Education from Pittsburg State 
University and a Master's Degree 
in School Leadership from Baker 
University. Christy’s husband, 
Joe (1998), is a teacher at South 
Valley Middle School and a coach 
at Liberty North High School. They 
have three children: Katlyn is a 
freshman at Liberty North, Peyton 
is in 7th grade at South Valley 
Middle School, and Elizabeth is in 
3rd grade at Shoal Creek.

Kays to Serve as K-State Student 
Body President

Congratulations to Reagan Kays 
(2010) on his election as president 
of the student body at Kansas State 
University. Reagan is a senior in 
agribusiness. He is the Blue Key 
Senior honorary president, College 
of Agriculture student senator, 
College of Agriculture ambas-
sador, a member of the univer-
sity’s Student Foundation, and is 
the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity 
national undergraduate director.

unit commander, he ensures that 
that commander's voice is heard 
by unit members and, vice-versa, 
that members' concerns, sugges-
tions and questions are voiced to 
the commander. 

His job is to see that everyone 
"stays in their lanes" so they focus 
on tasks at hand. "Our job – num-
ber one – is to accomplish our mis-
sion and, number two, to get home 
safe," he said. "As a first sergeant, 
I get to see the best and the worst 
in people, and the work is very 
rewarding." 

Although most Airmen do not 
typically carry weapons, Brown 
said he carries a sidearm at all 

times in Afghanistan. "It is very 
surreal to think that these are not 
exercises. I will be on an established 
base, so it won't be as dangerous as 
it is outside the wire. But, there may 
be Taliban five or ten miles down the 
road who would be happy to kill us 
because we are Americans." 

As he has prepared himself for 
deployment, Brown developed the 
mantra to live every day to its full-
est. "We will never get to live this 
day again, so make it count," he 
said. Please pray for Senior Master 
Sergeant Brown and all military men 
and women. 

NEWS Blasts.

Brown Continued from Pg 2
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Jacob Garrison graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan High School in 2004. He 
continued his education and his baseball playing career at Fort Scott Community 
College. After FSCC, Jacob attended Missouri Southern State University where 
he also played baseball. He graduated from MSSU in 2008 with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration in Marketing. More importantly, while at MSSU, 
Jacob met his future wife, MSSU softball player Danielle Fuller. Danielle is a 2010 
graduate of MSSU. After Danielle graduated, they moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
where they both began work on master’s degrees – Danielle’s in Occupational 
Therapy from the University of Oklahoma and Jacob’s in Higher Education 

Leadership from Northeastern State University. Jacob and Danielle were married 
in Joplin at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, March 5, 2011. While the couple contin-
ued to work on their master’s degrees, they added a son to their family, as Jace 
Daniel was born in October of 2012. In May of 2013, they both received their 
master’s degrees. The Garrisons live in Verdigris, Oklahoma, and Jacob works 
at Tulsa Community College. “My best memory from SMC was winning baseball 
state championship my senior year,” Jacob recalled. “After spending 13 years at 
SMC, it meant a lot to end it with a championship. I was very fortunate to play 
alongside so many great athletes and play for some great coaches while at SMC.”

Dr. Mary (Aubert) Ryan comes from a long line of St Mary’s Colgan gradu-
ates. Her mother, Mary Aubert (1946), taught first grade at St Mary’s for more than 
20 years. Dr. Ryan graduated from Colgan High School in 1974. She attended 
Pittsburg State University, receiving a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing in 1978. 

Dr Ryan’s career in nursing started with St. John’s Hospital in Joplin, Missouri, 
and Mt Carmel (now Via Christi) in Pittsburg. In 1980, Dr. Ryan married her high 
school sweetheart and classmate (since kindergarten), James (Tim) 1974 Ryan. 
They have four daughters: Courtney (Ryan) Harman, Dallas, Texas; Ashley 

Michael Yaghmour graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 1994. From there, 
he became a proud Jayhawk, attending the University of Kansas where he 
graduated in 1998 with a Bachelor’s of Science in Business Administration 
and Accounting. While there, Michael worked for the athletic department as 
a math and business tutor, helping athletes in sports ranging from swimming 
to basketball. As an accounting student, Michael thoroughly enjoyed his tax 
accounting class and decided to pursue an interest in tax law, attending Harvard 
Law School. He graduated magna cum laude from Harvard in 2001 and moved 
to Washington, D.C. to practice tax law. After several years practicing both at a 
law firm and for a large financial services company, he became a tax consultant 
for PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, where he currently works. In that position, 

he advises large corporations and investment funds on the taxation of financial 
products. He is a frequent speaker on the topic for the American Bar Association 
and the District of Columbia Bar Association and serves as the Vice-Chair of the 
Financial Products Tax Committee of the D.C. Bar Association. He met his future 
wife, Robin, in D.C. and although she initially rejected him, his persistence even-
tually won out. Michael and Robin live right outside of D.C. in Northern Virginia 
and have three girls: Ashleigh (7), Amirah (5) and Alexa (1). Ashleigh attends first 
grade at St. James, their local parish school, and Amirah will join her at St. James 
next year for kindergarten. Michael fondly remembers his time at St. Mary’s 
Colgan, both in school and on the athletic fields. St. Mary’s Colgan really molded 
Michael into the father and husband he is today. 

Life has been an incredible journey for Michael Westhoff after graduat-
ing from SMC in 1984. Following high school graduation, he attended college 
at Pittsburg State University and received his Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration with a major in Marketing in 1988. 

After graduating from PSU, Michael accepted a job working for General 
Motors in Detroit, Michigan, and was assigned to the Cadillac brand. He is 
about to celebrate his 26th anniversary with the company. During his time there, 
Michael has moved eight times around the country, to Detroit, San Francisco, 
Seattle, Denver, West Palm Beach, Atlanta, West Virginia and New York City / 
Connecticut. Most of these 26 years, he has been assigned to the Cadillac brand 
and currently is the Cadillac Zone Manager in the Northeast Region.

In 2002, Michael was awarded the PSU Outstanding Alumni Award for sig-
nificant professional and civic achievement. He has also continued his interest in 
music by participating in cantoring or folk groups at Mass in each of the areas of 

the country he has lived. Also, he has sung the national anthem at several GM 
all-employee meetings.

The most important part of Michael’s life is his family. He was set up on a 
blind date by his mom with his future bride, Jessilyn, more than seven years ago, 
and they will be celebrating their fifth anniversary this summer. In September 
2012, they were blessed with starting their family when they adopted their son, 
Joshua. The latest news in the Westhoff household is that they received last-
minute word that they were placed for another adoption in late January. They 
were able to bring home their second healthy son, Andrew. “Adoption is such an 
incredible experience and a true blessing.”

“I can’t believe that it has been 30 years since graduation,” Michael says. 
“I am thankful for the wonderful teachers from SMC that gave me such a great 
education and instilled in me the faith and drive to experience all the wonderful 
opportunities that have come my way.”

JACOB GARRISON

DR. MARY (AUBERT) RYAN

MICHAEL YAGHMOUR

MICHAEL WESTHOFF
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(Ryan) Davis, Dallas, Texas; Amanda Ryan, Overland Park; and Alana Ryan, 
currently attending medical school in Tennessee. In 1995, Dr. Ryan graduated 
from the University of Kansas with a Master’s of Science in Nursing and became 
certified as a Family Nurse Practitioner. In 2012, she received a Doctorate of 
Nursing Practice from KU. She has been in family practice and in rheumatol-
ogy for more than 20 years, and she conducts continuing educational seminars 
for physicians, nurses and allied health. She published results of her doctoral 

research in the Journal for Nurse Practitioners in July 2013. The Ryans live in 
Overland Park, Kansas, where Tim is the City Building Code Official and Dr. Ryan 
is a family nurse practitioner with Kansas City Family Medical Care, affiliated with 
St Joseph’s Health Center in Kansas City, Missouri. “I am so grateful to have 
received the rigorous educational forum that St Mary’s and Colgan provided, and 
the encouragement from wonderful lifelong friends throughout my career.” Tim 
and Mary are avid runners and are enjoying their first years as grandparents. 

Every once in a while two people are lucky enough to meet their future 
spouse in high school. They marry, have four children and 11 grandchildren, 
and are still together to enjoy their 50th class reunion. In a nutshell that is the 
story of Dave and Catherine (Meehan) Heffernan. They both graduated with the 
St. Mary’s Class of 1964, the first class to attend all four years in the new high 
school. During the ensuing years Dave completed a Bachelor’s of Science degree 
in Wildlife Biology at Colorado State University and managed National Wildlife 
Refuges throughout the US, retiring from the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
as the regional program director for the eight-state Mountain-Prairie Region head-
quartered in Denver. During this time, Catherine (Bachelor’s of Art, University 
of Minnesota; Master’s of Art, Loyola University) kept busy raising children, 
teaching, and changing careers as Dave's transfers took them to different states. 
During those years she was a school board director, a learning center director, 
a corporate manager, and a college admissions director. In all, they moved eight 
times. She retired from higher education at the same time Dave retired from 
the FWS and they immediately joined the US Peace Corps. They were sent to 

Mongolia for two years – Dave to work with their government on environmental 
issues and Catherine to teach at a university. Their four children forgave them 
for leaving the country for so long while they kept busy with their own careers: 
Mike, a school principal in Flagstaff, Arizona; Julie, a professor at the University 
of Oregon in Eugene; Corrina, a high school speech and theater teacher in San 
Antonio, Texas; and Danny, an environmental specialist in Denver. Dave and 
Catherine are now happily retired in their mountain home near Denver. They 
spend much of their time enjoying grandchildren and traveling and were tracked 
down for this interview while working on their tans on a beach in Costa Rica. 
Their favorite memories of their St. Mary's years: bus rides with Fr. O'Shea, being 
on the 1964 state championship baseball team, debate trips, CYO activities, all-
school plays and being in classes small enough that they really know all of their 
classmates even to this day. They are both thankful to the Sisters and the entire 
St. Mary's community for providing them with a sound education and strong sense 
of social justice as they came of age during the turbulent 1960s.

George VanBecelaere graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 1954. He 
attended Kansas State Teacher’s College (Pittsburg State University) for one 
semester before he entered the workforce. George worked for Kansas City 
Southern Railroad as an electrician apprentice and then at Postai Tire and Battery 
in Pittsburg. In 1958, George married Carol Ann Pipkin, a 1953 PHS graduate. 
They started their family the following year with the birth of their first son, Karl, in 
1959. The birth of Kevin followed in 1961. In 1965, George started working for the 
Kansas Gas Service in Pittsburg, a company he would stay with until his retire-
ment. In 1970, they added a third son to their family with the birth of Eric – they 
had three sons in three different decades and now have seven grandchildren. 
Starting out as a meter reader and serviceman with the natural gas company, 
George worked his way up to the managing supervisor for gas field training. 
Job transfers had the family leaving Pittsburg in 1974, moving first to Carthage, 
then Joplin, Topeka, Kansas City, and finally to Tulsa, Oklahoma, where they still 

make their home. As the family moved around with George’s work, Carol found 
work at Belk Simpson’s department store as well as at several different banks. 
George retired from ONEOK Gas Company in 2000. He and Carol recently cel-
ebrated their 56th wedding anniversary. Their son Karl and his wife, Linda, live 
in Nashville, Tennessee, where Karl works for Leggett and Platt. They have two 
children: Adam, who graduated from law school in Arkansas and Alexandra, who 
will graduate in May with her architecture degree from Auburn. Their middle son, 
Kevin, lives in Jenks, Oklahoma, with his wife DeAnna. Kevin works for Cisco 
Systems. They have three children: Christopher, who is attending college in 
Tulsa; Lindsay, who graduated from Oklahoma State University; and Kirsten, who 
is a sophomore at Jenks High School. Their youngest son, Eric, lives in Topeka 
with his wife, Teresa, and two sons, Brandon, 14, and Alexander, 8. Eric works for 
Westar Energy. George and his classmates remain close as all of the surviving 
members made it to their 50th class reunion.

Barbara Jean (Ensman) McClaskey graduated from St. Mary’s High School 
in 1944. Jean, as most people know her, has spent her entire life after high school 
working in the field of nursing. She became a registered nurse and attained her 
diploma from the Mt. Carmel School of Nursing. From 1946 to 1971 Jean worked 
for Mt. Carmel in various capacities, ranging from the maternity unit to teaching 
nursing. During that time, she also attended Pittsburg State University and earned 
her Bachelor’s degree in Biology Education in 1951. More education followed as 
Jean earned her Master’s Degree in Nursing from the University of Kansas in 
1972. The newly begun PSU School of Nursing was Jean’s next step. She began 
teaching there in 1972. Jean served as a teacher and also as Interim Department 
Chair over the course of the next 25 years, finally retiring in 1997.

 Just as Jean’s nursing career was taking off, she married Jack 
McClaskey in June of 1951. They lived in LaCyne and Dodge City, Kansas, 
before returning to the area and have made their home in Girard since 1956. Jack 
farmed but was also the VoAg teacher at Girard High School for more than 30 
years. Together they had six children: David, who sadly passed away at the age 
of 23 from a blood disorder, Barbara, Dorothy, Carolyn, Mary and Jackie. Their 
daughters all have successful careers in teaching and business, and their young-
est, Jackie, is the Secretary of Agriculture for the State of Kansas. After more than 
60 years of marriage, Jack passed away in April of 2012. Jean continues living 
on their farm and also enjoys spending time reading and is involved in church 
activities. She also travels to see her children and four grandchildren.

DAVE & CATHERINE (MEEHAN) HEFFERNAN

GEORGE VANBECELAERE 

BARBARA JEAN (ENSMAN) MCCLASKEY
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Alumni Wedding Announcements
And Two Shall Become One
Janelle Kranker (2008) and Gage Cowan
 August 24, 2013
Rachael Bishop (2008) and Matthew Porter
 October 5, 2013
Nathan VanBecelaere (2005) and Alyssa Lenning
 October 12, 2013
Carley Crager (2006) and Robby Castagno (2008)
 October 26, 2013
Chelsea Boler (2010) and Kyle Henry
 November 30, 2013
Jeremiah Fleming (2008) and Railyn Ebbs
 January 11, 2014
Cristina Bevilacqua (2005) and Brian Hamilton (1996)
 February 1, 2014

Wedding Anniversaries
40th Anniversary
Ken and Debby (Walker) (1972) Smith
 September 1, 1973

50th Anniversary 
Henry and Joan (Peak) (1961) McGeorge
 April 4, 1964

Recently Deceased Alumni
May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Frank Torchia (1968) December 7, 2013

Thomas Montemurro (1971) December 21, 2013

Margaret “Peggy” (Yoakam) Davied (1956) December 27, 2013

Patricia (Waggoner) Brandon (1962) December 30, 2013

Barbara (Wilson) Mingori (1956) January 30, 2014 

Joe Kazmierski  (1984) March 3, 2014 

Greg Saunders (1983) March 26, 2014

Shirley (Thomas) Hickman (1953) April 9, 2014

Alumni Birth Announcements
Welcome to the Baby Panthers
Dustin (2002) & Erica Oehme, Pittsburg,
announce the birth of a son, Landon James, October 2, 2013

TJ (2001) & Chelsey Crager, Pittsburg,
announce the birth of a son, Braxton Banks, October 3, 2013

Wayne (1989) & Tracy Gilmore, Parsons, KS,
announce the birth of a daughter, Avery Dana-Elizabeth, 
November 14, 2013

Will Norton & Johnna (Pesavento) (1998) Norton, Pittsburg, 
announce the birth of a daughter, Boston Marie, December 17, 
2013

Jon & Ashleigh (Coltharp) (2004) Heter, Pittsburg,
announce the birth of a daughter Brooke, December 25, 2013

Marvin & Leah (Kemmeter) (1994) McLaughlin, Riverton, KS  
announce the birth of a daughter, Josephine Max, January 19, 
2014

Brad & Jeni (Casey) (2006) Crockett, Webb City, MO
announce the birth of a son, Brenton Lane, January 20, 2014

Jason & Jennifer (Berry) (2000) Bailey, Galena, KS
announce the birth of a daughter, Jaycee EvaMarie, January 21, 
2014

Dustin & Sarah (Robertson) (2002) Treiber, Pittsburg,
announce the birth of a son, Noah Donald, January 21, 2014

Eric (2002) & Whitney Clawson, Pittsburg,
announce the birth of a son, Luke Eugene, January 23, 2014

Russ (2000) & Mary Wachter, Lenexa, KS
announce the birth of a son, Jameson James, Febroary 27, 2014 

Eric (2001) & Sarah Schiefelbein, Pittsburg,
announce the birth of a son, Dylan Luke, February 28, 2014

Garrett & Lindsey (Boler) (2004) Forsythe, Shawnee, KS 
announce the birth of a daughter, Ivory Ann, March 6, 2014

Brandon & Jenny (Werner) (2003) Gray, Salina, KS
announce the birth of a daughter Kelsey Nicole, March 11, 2014

Shane & Sarah (Smith) (2002) Phillips, Wichita, KS
announce the birth of a son, Michael Patrick, March 17, 2014
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Dawn Carlson has been teach-
ing art at SMC for 14 years. She 
received her Bachelor’s degree 
in Art from Pitt State in 2000 
and was hired the following year. 
Dawn has developed the art pro-
gram with classes beginning in 
the junior high. The high school 
students begin with 2D art and 
then progress into 3D art. If a stu-
dent continues in the art classes, 
they are afforded a great deal 
of freedom in Advance Art and 
can follow that with Independent 
Study classes. Dawn also works to 
help the students advance their art 
skills outside of the classroom. In 
October 2013, she traveled with a 
group of upper level art students 
to Goddard, KS to a small zoo 
where the students observed and 
sketched the animals.

"CLASSY" 
This painting was done by 

SMC senior Annie Deal using 
pastels. Annie has recently been 
awarded a scholarship to attend 
the Kansas City Institute of Art.

Below, Annie Deal at the 
Tanganyika Wildlife Park in 

G o d d a r d , 
Kansas. The ani-
mals are allowed 
to interact with 
the patrons, but 
the patrons are 
not allowed to 
pet the animals.

SMC Art Program  Going Strong Under Carlson's Guidance

Senior Sarah Hughes sits out-
side of the SMC High School 
doors and sketches the Church.

option to make a gift to our Annual 
Appeal. As you may recall, this 
year’s Annual Appeal is focused on 
raising funds to repair the leaky roof 
on the junior high and high school 
building. So far, we have raised 
$67,425 for the roof and we are 
so grateful to the 199 alumni and 
friends who have contributed this 
year. The reality is the roof project 
will cost $300,000 to $500,000, 
so there is still a significant need. 

You may prefer to give to our long-
term financial needs, with gifts to 
the SMC Endowment Fund or Our 
Lady of Lourdes Memorial Fund 
as these monies directly support St. 
Mary’s Colgan Schools. 

Will you prayerfully consider 
making a donation to St. Mary’s 
Colgan Schools? Any and all con-
tributions, regardless of the size, are 
greatly appreciated. If you are not 
interested in using the electronic 

giving option, you can still make a 
donation by mailing your check to 
SMC Annual Appeal, P.O. Box 214, 
Pittsburg, Kansas 66762. For more 
information about any of these giv-
ing opportunities, please contact 
Frances Mitchelson, Director of 
Parish Relations, 
at 620.231.2135 
or mitchelsonf@
ollsmc.com.

Electronic Giving continued from page 1
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SMC Alumni News Blasts are emailed 
monthly with information about activities and 
accomplishments at SMC, as well as updates 
about Alumni. To receive these News Blasts, send 
your email address to alumni@ollsmc.com.

Are you having a class reunion?  
Email us at alumni@ollsmc.com or call the parish 
office and let us know. Fill out the reunion form 
at ollsmc.com/alumni/reunions for more informa-
tion about how we can help you.  

50th Anniversary of First 
State Championship
Seniors Doug Buche, Dave Heffernan, Allen Sullivan 
& Bill Glennon; Juniors: Ron Walker, Mike Torchia 
& Mark Schiefelbein; Sophomores: Dennis Ferraro, 
Ron Mishmash, Tim Mangan, Steve Ferris, Mike 
Payne, & Victor Herman; Freshmen: Frances Ferns 
and Gary Grimaldi.

Keep your fellow alumni updated 
on your life. Send in announcements of births, 

weddings, career changes and advancements or 
other life updates. We will publish them in the 

next SMC Alumni Newsletter.  

Mail this form to: 
SMC Alumni, PO Box 214, Pittsburg, KS 66762
or email the information to: Alumni@ollsmc.com

Name:

Class of:

Announcement:

Address:

Email Address:


