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In Sickness And In Health
Kidney Disease, Transplant Bring Stockards Even Closer Together

Why Colgan?

Suffering from a kidney disease that required her 
to undergo dialysis every night while she slept 
and took from her the ability to continue the 

active family lifestyle she so enjoyed, Beth (Huerter) 
Stockard (’91) received some 
sobering news after making it 
to the top of the transplant list 
at KU Medical Center.

Yes, she was very sick 
and her kidneys were gradu-
ally shutting down, but the 
deceased donor kidneys com-
ing available were not high-
enough quality for someone 
of Beth’s age and otherwise 
strong physical condition.

“Every time her name came up, they said, ‘She’s 
just not right for this one,’” recalled Beth’s husband, 
Steve Stockard, (’88). “Finally, her nephrologist said, 

‘I don’t see this (transplant) board giving you a kidney 
in the near future because of your situation.’”

That left only one other viable option – find a suit-
able live donor.

“The doctors had asked 
me other times, ‘Has anyone 
ever offered you a kidney?’ 
I said, ‘Absolutely, I’ve had 
family members and even a 
few friends offer, and Steve 
all along had been willing to 
be checked,’” she said.

Now the time had come, 
and Steve – remembering his 
wedding-day vows, “in sick-
ness and in health . . .” – 

stood first in line. When asked whether the decision 
to be tested as a possible donor was a difficult one to 
make, Steve quickly flashed a smile and responded, “I 

Many people wonder why we call 
our high school St. 

Mary’s Colgan. For those of 
you who knew Fr. Colgan, 
and for all who did not 
have the fortune to know 
him, this article will explain 
Why Colgan?  

(Excerpts from Fr. 
Colgan’s obituary)

Fr. Thomas Colgan, 36, 
administrator at St Mary’s 
High School and assistant at 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, was fatally 
injured in a car accident on Sunday 
evening, July 24, 1966, on a coun-
try road near Chicopee, KS, four 
miles southwest of Pittsburg. He 
sponsored the senior class at St. 
Mary’s High School, and he and a 
group of students were on their way 
to decorate for a deanery dance in 
Chicopee. The driver of the car hit 
a major gas supply line and the car 
exploded. 
 Fr. Colgan was born to Thomas 
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Roll20

SMC Graduates In Religious Formation

St. Mary’s Colgan graduates 
and KU college roommates Riley 
Dutton (2004) and Nolan Jones 
(2003) spent many hours playing 
board games such as Dungeons 
and Dragons. However, after gradu-
ation, they were literally spread 
across the country with Dutton in 
Wichita and Jones in Las Vegas. 

We’d talk on the phone, and 
Nolan would talk about how much 
fun he was having getting back into 
tabletop roleplaying games. And 
I realized how much I wanted to 
play with my friends again. That’s 
when I had the idea, and tried to 
get Nolan to talk me out of it,” said 
Dutton. 

Instead, Jones talked Dutton into 
pursuing his idea, and with the help 
of another former roommate--Rich-

ard Zayas of Arlington, VA-- they 
started testing a system to play table 
based games online.

After two months of testing, they 
took their program to Kickstarter, 
an online “crowdfunding” plat-
form where entrepreneurs pitch 
projects for funding to users that 
only expect a working product and 
input in return for their invest-
ment. They made over $39,000 in 
an 18-day campaign at the end of 
April 2012. By June, they moved 
the program into an open beta test 
and in September declared Roll20.
net to be in regular service. As of 
January 2013, Roll20 has logged 
its 100,000th account, with over 
154 years of game time amassed by 
their users. 

The system is free to use, but has 

subscription options for those who 
desire more advanced features. The 
creators say that the most popular 
games used in Roll20 are various 
editions of “Dungeons & Dragons” 
and “Pathfinder”, but the system 
is capable of handling a variety 
of popular card and board games. 
Currently the group is working on 
expanding the social elements of 
their website along with making 
game setup faster.

“Our success to this point has 
been based on being easy to use-- 
which is a result of us building 
Roll20 for our own use. We intend 
to keep using it, so we intend for it 
to keep getting easier to pick up and 
play,” said Jones.

Anna Wishall  joined the Dominican 
Sisters, Servants of Relief for Incurable 
Cancer on October 7th, 2012.  The 
Servants of Relief serve adults with 
terminal cancer who are unable to pay 
for adequate medical care. They rely 
completely on Divine Providence and 
always welcome donations. The found-
ress is Nathaniel Hawthorne's daughter, 

Rose. She is now 
Blessed Mother Mary 
Alphonsa, and hope-
fully will be canon-
ized within the next 
few years.

Anna graduated 
PSU in May 2007 
with a BA in Music. 
While at PSU, Anna 
was very involved at 
the Newman Center.  She recently 
worked as a case worker for adults 
with developmental disabilities in 
Kansas City.  Please keep Anna in your 
prayers.

Anna Wishall (2002)
Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
Rosary Hill Home
600 Linda Ave
Hawthorne, NY 10532

St. Mary’s Colgan Alumni in
the Seminary:

Derek Hooper (2000)
& Josh Evans (2006) 
Mt. St. Mary's Seminary
16300 Old Emmitsburg Road 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Gabe Greer (2008) 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
5200 Glennon Dr.
St Louis, MO 63119

Drew Dellasega (2010)
Conception Seminary College
PO Box 502
Conception, MO 64433

Graduates Create Online Version Of Board Games
By Chris Flood
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think the answer is obvious.”
“He and my sister (Morgen, 

’94) went through the process of 
being evaluated to see if they were 
matches,” Beth said, “and both of 
them were matches.”

Because another one of Beth’s 
sisters, Sara (’96), also has poly-
cystic kidney disease, they decided 
she might one day need a kidney, 
and Morgen would be a good donor 
candidate for her. That meant Steve 
was the one.

Steve and Beth both have Type O 
blood, but he’s O Positive and she’s 
O Negative. “We all along didn’t 
think he’d be a match because he’s 
O Positive,” Beth said. “But our 
doctor said, ‘No, you just have to 
be the O. With all the advance-
ments they have with transplants 
and transplant medications, it’s not 
as complicated as it used to be.”

The fact that Steve was the 
epitome of health made the trans-
plant even less risky. “I went for a 
two-day session at KU Med where 
they tested every part of me,” he 
explained. “They tested every 
function of my body, and I was 
good to go. It’s nice to know that. 
That was a perk.”

Doctors informed the Stockards 
at this point, mid-October 2012, 
that they could pick the time for 
the transplant, and they chose Dec. 
13. The upcoming holiday break 
would lessen the amount of time 
they’d miss from work – Beth is 
a school psychologist in Pittsburg 
and Frontenac and Steve is a part-
ner in the Wilbert & Towner Law 
Firm.

Only one other hurdle remained 
prior to the risky double operation 
– telling their children: CJ, a sixth 
grader; Millie, a fourth grader; and 
2-1/2 year-old Gabe. They shared 
the news with the kids at the din-
ner table about a month before the 
operation. To help reassure their 
youngsters that all would be OK, 
Beth pointed to her dad, Dr. David 
Huerter, as an example. Also a car-
rier of the hereditary disease, he 
had undergone a kidney transplant 
11 years earlier and was going 
strong.

“The fear factor that would have 
been associated with any other 
family going through this – we 
never had that because we had this 
role model (David). We had seen it 
right before our eyes,” Steve said.

With their mothers along for 
support and Steve’s dad back in 
Pittsburg with their children, Steve 
and Beth underwent the 4-1/2 hour 
surgery during which a KU trans-
plant team removed one of Steve’s 
kidneys and put it into Beth. “I felt 
better the minute I opened my eyes 
after the surgery,” she said. “I was 
relieved we were both OK. When I 
came out of the anesthesia fog and 
all of that, I physically could tell 
that I was different.”

Three weeks later, in early 
January, Steve had returned to 
work, shaking off some minor 
nerve damage that doctors said 
should heal over time. Beth was 
stronger than she’d been in quite a 
while and looking forward to her 
return to work and the resumption 
of an active family life.

Above all, both of them are for-
ever grateful for everyone’s help, 
support, and prayers throughout 
the ordeal. “Family and friends 
have just been amazing,” Beth 
said. “You realize how many peo-
ple really care about you and step 
up and do things for you that you 
never imagined they’d want to do. 
A lot of people were praying. I 
want to thank the parish for their 
support because it was amazing. 
What the teachers did for the girls 
at school was amazing.”

Another benefit has been an 
increased awareness of the need 
for organ donors. “I’ve had so 
many people tell me that because 
of my situation they’ve gone and 
had their driver’s license changed 
(to reflect on the back that they are 
now organ donors). There are so 
many people not fortunate to have 
a family member or friend who is 
willing or able to donate them an 
organ. There are so many people 
waiting, thousands and thousands.”

Beth and Steve are relieved that 
their wait is over. Having shared 
this most amazing gift, they feel 
their matrimonial bond has grown 
even stronger. “We were already 
very close and solid,” Beth said. 
“But it’s just something that I’m 
forever grateful for.”

Added Steve, “Any time you 
share an experience with someone, 
you grow closer. Going through 
something as big as this has brought 
us much closer. It’s such a shared 
experience, and it extends to our 
entire family.”

Stockards continued from page 1
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Jenny (Werner) Gray graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 2003 and contin-
ued her education at Pittsburg State University. She was actively involved with 
the Honor’s College while at Pittsburg State, and graduated Summa Cum Laude 
in the fall of 2007 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, with dual 
majors in Accounting and Finance. 

Shortly after graduation, she moved to Wichita to work as an accountant 
for Koch Industries, Inc. While in Wichita, Jenny earned her Certified Public 
Accountant certification. After meeting her husband, Brandon, who lives in 

Salina, Kansas, Jenny moved to Salina in 2011. Jenny married Brandon Gray in 
October 2011. She currently works for Salina Regional Health Center as a Cost 
Management Analyst. 

“I have a lot of fond memories from St. Mary’s, but most of all, the Catholic 
education I received was priceless. You had the opportunity to learn and live your 
faith every day. St. Mary’s schools also challenged me to be the best student I 
could be, and I will always be thankful to some great teachers for that foundation.”

Chad Comeau and Jill (Laswell) Comeau graduated from Colgan High 
School with the class of 1993. Upon graduation Chad and Jill both attended 
Johnson County Community College in Overland Park, Kansas. Chad studied 
Firefighting and EMT and Jill studied Interior Design and Cosmetology. Jill began 
working in the salon industry but Chad was unsatisfied with his plans and went 
back to something he discovered he loved in high school. Under the direction of 
his art teacher, Mr. Luke Wenzl, Chad began learning the basics of metal smith-
ing. He truly enjoyed it and chose to make it his career. Chad attended jewelry 
school in Memphis, TN, and then began an apprenticeship in Blue Springs, MO. 
In 1995, the couple married and shortly thereafter Chad was hired at Tivol Jewels 
on the Country Club Plaza in Kansas City, MO. In 1997 their first child Stuart was 
born. In 2001 after the birth of their second son, Will, and six years in the shop at 

Tivol, Chad and Jill began looking toward home. "We missed being close to family 
and as we thought about sending our oldest to school it was hard to imagine him 
going anywhere but St. Mary's," said Jill. The family moved back to Pittsburg in 
October of 2001 and opened Comeau Jewelry Co. Twelve years later, they have 
moved their store to a larger location in Pittsburg, opened a second location in 
Joplin, MO, and added three children to their family. Stuart is currently a freshman 
at St. Mary's Colgan, Will and Gertie are in St. Mary's Elementary in 6th and 3rd 
grade and baby girls Eden and Quincy, 2 ½ years and 18 month's round out the 
family. "It's a really unique experience to come full circle like this. Our children 
going to the school we went to, growing up in the house I grew up in, even having 
some of the same teachers we had. I wouldn't trade it. There is an amazing sense 
of community here. We are blessed at St. Mary’s Colgan."

Carla Caputo Searcy graduated from Colgan High School in 1983. She 
earned her Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration with a minor in Plastics 
Engineering Technology from Pittsburg State University. Carla also has earned an 
executive MBA with international emphasis from NOVA Southeastern University, 
Ft Lauderdale, FL. Carla began her career at Northrop Grumman Corp, Missile 
and Unmanned Vehicle Systems in California in 1988 as a Research Engineer. 
Carla advanced through the ranks to the position of Senior Engineer in 1993 
and then Senior Technical Specialist. She was responsible for the production of 
advanced composite structures on aircraft platforms. In 1996, Carla accepted 
a position as manager of business development with the Intellitec Division of 
Advanced Technical Products in Florida. In 2002, the company merged with 
General Dynamics to form General Dynamics Armament and Technical Products 
and Carla became the first female Director of Business Development at the com-
pany’s Crystal City location. Carla currently is the Director of Strategic Planning 

and responsible for strategy, business development operations and M&A activi-
ties. Carla participated in a year-long fellows program and completed leadership 
studies at Harvard Business School as well as international studies on Global 
Leadership at the University of Cambridge in England. 

Carla lives on Lake Norman in Mooresville, NC, with her husband Darren 
Searcy and their two rescue cats. She is involved with a volunteer organization 
called Freedom Train Animal Rescue Transports, which helps to relocate animals 
from high rate-kill shelters and abusive situations. About her years in high school 
Carla says, “The relationships built during high school have lasted a lifetime and 
the best part is being able to pick up right where we left off. One of the best 
feelings was getting married 25 years after high school and having most of my 
classmates attend the wedding. It was like a reunion. A true testament of the last-
ing bond developed during my years at St. Mary’s Colgan High School.”

JENNY (WERNER) GRAY

CHAD COMEAU & JILL (LASWELL) COMEAU

CARLA (CAPUTO) SEARCY
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Kent and Judy (Yoakam) Coltharp are both 1973 graduates of Colgan High 
School. They married in 1973. Much more education was in the future for both 
Kent and Judy. Kent received three degrees: Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 
in Microbiology from Pittsburg State University and his Doctorate in Osteopathic 
Medicine from the Kansas City University of Medicine and Bioscience in 1985. 
Judy received her Associate’s degree in Data Processing from Pittsburg State 
University, a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing from Graceland College and a 
Master’s of Science in Nursing from Pittsburg State University in 2001. Kent 
practiced as a family physician in both Kansas City and the Southeast Kansas 

area. For the past ten years he has primarily been in Occupational and Out-
Patient medicine. Judy worked in Obstetrics at Mt. Carmel (currently Via Christi) 
Hospital for ten years, then worked as a Nurse Practitioner in the Girard area for 
three years. For the past seven years, Judy has been an Instructor in the Nursing 
Department at Pittsburg State University. Kent and Judy have three children, 
Kyle, Chris and Ashleigh. Kyle lives in Kansas City with his wife Tracy and three 
children, Andrew, Brady and Rylee. Chris (2000) and Ashleigh (2004) are also 
graduates of St. Mary’s Colgan and live in Pittsburg. Ashleigh and her husband 
Jon have a daughter, Natalie.

Dan Buche is a 1963 graduate of St. Mary’s High School. Dan received 
a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology and General Studies from Pittsburg State 
University. This was followed by an Associate's degree in Respiratory Therapy 
from Sacred Heart College in Wichita. Dan moved to Rhode Island for a 
Pulmonary Internship at Rhode Island Hospital, where he met his wife Janice. 
They married in 1970 and Dan talked Janice into moving back to Kansas for 
one year, then they would return to Rhode Island. They did return to Kansas 
in 1970 and Dan became the Director of Cardio and Pulmonary Services at 
Mercy Hospital in Ft. Scott. Dan continued at Mercy Hospital for 17 years as 
Vice President of Cardio Pulmonary Services. He received his Master’s degree 
in Health Care Administration from Central Michigan University in 1983 and in 
1987 became a Fellow of the America Health Care Executives. In 1986, Dan 

and Janice moved to Bryan/College Station, TX, where Dan served as CEO of 
St. Joseph’s Regional Health Center. During his 18-year tenure, it grew from 
one hospital to a five-hospital system in the Bryan/College Station region. In 
2004, they moved to Lake Jackson, TX, where Dan was CEO of the Brazosport 
Regional Health System for 8 years. Dan retired in July 2012. Dan and Janice 
have 4 children and 11 grandchildren. They are currently living in Galveston, but 
are building a retirement home in Bryan/College Station. Three of their children 
live there, and the fourth lives outside of Houston. Janice never did get to live 
back in Rhode Island.

Dan remembers the camaraderie of going to a small, faith-based school. 
Being in a faith-filled environment has been important to Dan as he spent 34 of 
his 42 years working in hospitals in Catholic Health Care.

Jim VanBecelaere started kindergarten at St. Mary’s in 1940. At that time, 
Monsignor Patrick McCullough was pastor and all of the teachers were Sisters 
of St. Joseph. He graduated in 1953 in a class of 34 students, which was con-
sidered a large class at that time. Msgr. Alex Stremel was pastor then. After 
high school, Jim enrolled at Kansas Teachers College, now known as Pittsburg 
State University, for one year when an opportunity arose in 1955 to serve as an 
apprentice machinist at the Kansas City Southern Railroad, which was something 
he always wanted to do. He met his wife, Wava, in 1956 and they married in 
1957. Shortly after, they left Pittsburg and moved to Alabama where he served 
in the U.S. Army from 1957 to 1959. They returned to Pittsburg so that he could 
complete his apprenticeship and he worked until 1962; at that time, he was 
involved in a layoff. Jim immediately went to work for P&M Coal when Big Brutus 

was being erected. He left there in 1968 to open his own machine business. Jim 
and Wava have been blessed with 8 children, 4 boys and 4 girls, who all attended 
and graduated from SMC. He has served on the School Board, Financial Council, 
Memorial Fund, and various building committees. One daughter teaches English 
at SMC, and one daughter serves the schools as a paraprofessional. Thirty of 
their thirty-three grandchildren attend(ed) SMC. The other three live in Wichita 
with their parents and attend Catholic schools there. They have had as many as 
18 grandchildren enrolled at the school at one time. Currently, there are 12 grand-
children and 4 great grandchildren enrolled. Jim and Wava would like to thank all 
the past and present priests, nuns and lay teachers and all the parishioners who 
support St. Mary’s Colgan and Our Lady of Lourdes.

KENT COLTHARP & JUDY (YOAKAM) COLTHARP

DAN BUCHE

JIM VANBECELAERE

RUTH (LEON) HEYBURN
Ruth (Leon) Heyburn graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 1943. Ruth 

attended college in Colorado, then spent one year at the LA Art Center in Los 
Angeles. She returned to Pittsburg to complete her Bachelor’s degree in Physical 
Education at Pittsburg State University. Ruth taught in Caney, Kansas, for one 
year. During the summer, the head of the PE department at Pitt State told Ruth 
she had been awarded a fellowship to Denver University to pursue her Master’s 
in Education. The Sisters of Loretto invited her to teach at College Heights, just 
outside of Denver, following the completion of her degree. She continued there 
for five years until she met Daniel Heyburn, on a blind date. The two were mar-
ried in 1955. Daniel and Ruth were blessed with six children, two girls and four 
boys. They made their home in Miami, Oklahoma were Daniel started the Miami 

Investment Company. In 1973, Dan closed Miami Investment and opened the 
Grand Lake Bank. At that time, it was only the second bank in Grove. After a 
couple of years, Dan reopened Miami Investment. Ruth was a very busy stay-at-
home mom. Daniel passed away just shy of their 50th wedding anniversary. Ruth 
still lives in Miami. Three of Ruth’s sons also live in Miami; the fourth is in Virginia; 
and her daughters are in Tulsa and Texas. She has 15 grandchildren. The entire 
family regularly gets together in June at their family lake house.

Ruth feels very fortunate to have had parents who believed in her and never 
gave up on her ideas. She is very blessed to have a family that enjoys spending 
time together.
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Susan Keller Bain 1976
Bill Bicknell 1962
Mike Boone 1960
JoAnn Rucinski Bray 1953
Steve Buche 1977
Dan Buche 1963
Jerri Patterson Campbell 1994
Charles Clugston 1960
Margaret Ryan Clugston 1962
Theodore Condos 1952
Frank Cukjati 1962
Bobbye Herman Cukjati 1962
Kelly Cumiskey 1997
Mike Curran 1982
Jana Yankoviz Dalrymple 1972
Ken Dayton 1973
Mark Dellasega 1968
Joe Dellasega 1979
Margie Wilbert Dellasega 1969
Janice Wilbert Dellasega 1977
Kirk Duncan 1997
Becky Hogue Duncan 1996
James Dunlap 1952
Fr. Ivan Eck Friends of SMC
Jerry Esch 1965
Kiersten Gobetz Firquain 1986
PJ Forbes 1986
Stephanie Waltrip Forbes 1991
Margaret Shaw Forsyth 1953
Gesena Korphage Galetti 1952
Bill George 1966
Mary Payne Gilmore 1964
John Hamilton 1959
Peggy McNally Harth 1961
Andrew Johnson 1958
Robert Keller 1970
Elizabeth Kelly 1948

Sandra Gallagher Malcolm  1970
Patrick Massmann  1944
Patrick McCall  1947
Joan Peak McGeorge  1961
Tom Mobley  1969
Carla Slattery Moore  1972
Frances Stahl Moorhead  1959
Thomas Murry  1970
Marilyn Montemurro Nelson  1969
Sandra Mobley Nixon  1960
Dutch Nogel  1934
Thomas O'Connell  1941
Michelle Carpino Olson  1978
Lisa Forbes Paterni  1982
Mary Benelli Polfer  1962

Susan Peak Portz  1973
Mike Quinn  1959
Barbara Dixon Reda  1961
Susan Coury Rogers  1968
Alice Jean Esch Ropoulos  1956
Janet Bertone Rutherford  1961
Jim Scalet  1948
Norberta Wachter Schoene  1961
Johnna Pesavento Schremmer  1998
Kathy McNally Schurman  1969
Don Sesso  1944
Dick Shaw  1956
Megan Gill Simmons  1995
James Thomas  1964
Pauline Hammerbacker Vitt  1948
Mike Wachter  1962
Mary Coury Whiteside  1970
Ted Yaghmour  1987
Lee Ann Payne Yartz  1974
Ted Yoakam  1947
Doloros Ahrens Yoakam  1948

Thank You to the Alumni and Friends who 
donated to the 2012 Annual Appeal. Money for 
the appeal was directed to the Memorial Fund, 
SMC Endowment, and wish list items for the 
school. The appeal raised $21,627.

Seven SMC high school girls and spon-
sors Janice Dellasega (1977) and Lisa 
Farmer (1982) made a Nun Run in the 
Kansas City area, visiting five convents.

SMC Junior High students traveled 
to Topeka in January to participate 
in the March for Life.

The 2013 SMC Annual Appeal.  
The Appeal Will Be Mailed In 

Early Spring!
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According to Daniel Callahan, class of 1940, “In 
1937, the first St. Mary’s High basketball team was 
formed. The forwards were Ed Keegan and Riney 
Wilbert, center was Jim Gerwert and the guards were 
John Torres and Dan Callahan. We didn’t have a name 
for the team so we all offered suggestions and then 
voted on the name.  Ed Keegan’s suggestion won, and 

the first team was called 
the Panthers.”

What did the Panther 
look like when you were in 

school?  Send pictures to alumni@ollsmc.com or mail 
to SMC Alumni, PO Box 214, Pittsburg, KS 66762

Why Are We Panthers? 

Forty years after graduating from Colgan High School, 
several members of the Class of 1971 meet each year for a 
round of golf and stories that 
get bigger as we get older.  We 
have played mostly courses 
in the Pittsburg area but we 
have traveled some and been 
hosted by class members in 
Dallas, Springfield, Wichita 
and last year Kevin Carr was 
our host in Topeka. Those 
who have played or just been 
along for the good time are 

Pat Bishop, Lewis Blessant, Danny Boyd, Kevin Carr, David 
Chiappetti, Karl Glick, Peter Kavanagh, Tom Montemurro, 

Michael Ray, Don VanBecelaere and Jeff 
Wilbert.  We appreciate even more how 
important it is to stay close after the pass-
ing our dear friend Michael Ray.  He was 
the storyteller that kept us laughing.  We 
use golf as the excuse to get together but 
we have as much fun sitting around a table 
telling stories. If a classmate is out there 
and wants to join us in 2013, there is always 
room for more.

Golf Keeps Classmates Connected

Why Colgan continued from page 1

and Eleanor Colgan on July 6, 1930, 
in Wichita. He attended elemen-
tary school at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
and Blessed Sacrament in Wichita. 
Secondary studies were at St. Mary’s 
High School in Wichita and Xavier 
High School in Cincinnati, OH. He 
studied at Xavier University for two 
years from 1947 to 1949, before 
entering Kendrick Seminary in St. 
Louis in 1949 for the Diocese of 
Wichita. He completed his courses 
in philosophy in 1951 and Theology 
in 1955 and was ordained a priest 
in St. Mary’s Cathedral in Wichita, 
March 26, 1955. He was ordained 
by Bishop Mark K. Carroll.

Fr. Colgan was assigned as assis-
tant pastor at St. Anthony’s parish 
in Wellington in 1955, and in 1957 
was named assistant pastor at St. 

John’s parish in El Dorado, KS. In 
1960, he was assigned to St. Francis 
of Assisi parish in Wichita. In June 
1963, he was appointed to study at 
the Catholic University of America, 
Washington, DC. One year later, he 
received a Master of Arts degree in 
educational administration. Upon 
completion of studies, in 1964, 
he was appointed to Our Lady of 
Lourdes in Pittsburg. His assign-
ments included being administrator 
of St. Mary’s High School, assistant 
at Our Lady of Lourdes parish and 
moderator of the Catholic youth in 
the Pittsburg deanery.

Fr. Colgan was one of five chil-
dren. His twin sister became Sister 
Martin de Pores, S.M.D., and his 
brother Jerome also became a priest.

Fr. Jerome Colgan was the cel-

ebrant of the solemn funeral Mass 
and Bishop Leo C. Byrnes delivered 
the eulogy at Our Lady of Lourdes. 
The remains were taken to Wichita 
were he laid in state prior to the 
funeral Mass. Fr. Colgan was bur-
ied in Calvary cemetery in Wichita. 
Fr. Colgan left a lasting impression 
on those who knew him. He was 
greatly respected by Our Lady of 
Lourdes parish and especially the 
students of St. Mary’s High School. 
In his honor, the school was offi-
cially renamed with the class of 
1967 receiving the distinct honor 
of being the first class to graduate 
from Colgan High School. In the 
late 90’s, the school became known 
as St. Mary’s Colgan High School.

By Jeff Wilbert
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SMC Alumni News Blasts are emailed 
monthly with information about activities and 
accomplishments at SMC, as well as updates 
about Alumni. To receive these News Blasts, send 
your email address to alumni@ollsmc.com.

The SMC Eco Meets Team won first place at the 
State competition. 

Are you having a class reunion?  
Email us at alumni@ollsmc.com or call the parish 
office and let us know. We will be happy to give 
tours of the school.

Keep your fellow alumni updated 
on your life. Send in announcements of births, 

weddings, career changes and advancements or 
other life updates. We will publish them in the 

next SMC Alumni Newsletter.  

Mail this form to: 
SMC Alumni, PO Box 214, Pittsburg, KS 66762
or email the information to: Alumni@ollsmc.com

Name:

Class of:

Announcement:

Address:

Email Address:


