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Greetings from Fr. Chad Arnold

Final Thoughts from John Kraus

Greetings to all alumni!  If you have been back 
to the school or parish within the last couple 
years, we might have met.  I have been serving 

here in Pittsburg as Associate Pastor and Chaplain of 
Schools since June of 2010.  If you have been around 
in the last couple months, you would have heard that 
I will be moving into the new position of President of 
Schools.  I find myself looking towards the start of 
school with a mix of excitement and terror.  But the 
Lord is kind and generous and I have no doubt that this 
new ministry will be both a blessing and greatly enrich-
ing to my priesthood.  (I just hope it is enriching to the 
school as well—you can interpret ‘enriching’ a couple 
ways in that hope, ha ha.)

I count myself as fortunate to be involved in such a 
wonderful school.  We have great teachers, dedicated 
principals, amazing academics, tremendous sports and 
excellent fine arts.  Above all we have a solid bedrock 
in our Catholic Faith.  As President, I see that as our 
premier quality.  The academics, sports and fine arts 
are all wonderful things, but they must always serve 
to support our Catholic identity.  Were we to lose that 
identity, we would be like the house our Lord spoke of 

in Matthew 7, built upon sand: “the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it.”  But 
rooted in the faith, we have not merely survived, we 
have thrived.  In fact, I was doing a little reading the 
other day and discovered that in 2016, we will have 
had our school doors open continuously for a hundred 
years!  May the Lord be praised!

So what are our plans for 
the next 100 years?  I don’t 
think the Lord is going to 
allow me to serve all one 
hundred of those years, but I 
do hope in my time to assist 
the school to prepare for 
them.  That means continual 
improvement on our facil-
ities, on our training and 
enrichment offered to our 
teachers.  It means getting to 
know better our alumni and 

all those who love our school, love what it has done 
for them and love what it is doing for others.  There 

St. Mary’s Colgan is a 
campus with much to 

be proud of.  I am humbled 
to have been a part of the 
good work accomplished 
over the past six years.   

After my first month on the job, I joined 
our staff at the ribbon cutting to open a 
beautiful new elementary school.  The 
amazing building projects did not stop 

there—the Upper Room, Fieldhouse, 
High School Renovation, Adoration 
Chapel, Parish Offices, Rectory, and St. 
Joseph Suites.  Our beautiful campus 
helps to create a spiritually enriching 
atmosphere for students.
 The programs we have grown are 
equally inspiring—the All-School 
Reunions in 2006 and 2011, the 
Generations In Faith Together events, 
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 Parallel Paths To The Top 
Alumni Tom Compton and Nancy (Wilbert) Hicks take over as principals of SMC Schools 

They graduated from Colgan High 
School in the early 1970s, earned 
degrees in education, taught in public 
schools, left the profession for a while, 
and later returned to teaching at St. 
Mary’s-Colgan. 

Now, Nancy (Wilbert) Hicks and 
Tom Compton again find themselves 
transitioning to similar new roles this 
fall. Hicks is the principal of St. Mary’s 
Elementary School, and Compton is 
the principal of St. Mary’s-Colgan 
High School. In the schools’ first 
75 years, only one alumnus – Frank 
Crespino – served as principal. Hicks 
and Compton are the newest mem-
bers of this select group. 

Just as their career paths have 
run the same course, their philoso-
phies and passion for Catholic educa-
tion likewise mirror one another. For 
instance, both have plans for staying 
closely connected with students by 
continuing to work with them in 
the classroom – Compton will teach 
psychology and Hicks will regularly 
visit elementary classrooms to read 
with students. 

“If you don’t get in there and they 
don’t see you on a regular basis, they 
will have no idea who you are,” Hicks 
says of the students. “It’s all going to be 
about literature because there’s so much 
good literature out there that I want to 
share with the kids.” 

The new principals recently took 
time from their understandably hectic 
schedules to talk about their goals and 
plans for St. Mary’s-Colgan schools. 

Nancy Hicks 
After graduating from Colgan in 

1974, Hicks went on to earn a bache-
lor’s of science in education (secondary 
home economics) from Pittsburg State 
University. She taught high school in 
Liberal, Mo., and Riverton, Kan., before 
she and her husband, Steve, started a 
family. She stayed at home for eight 
years while raising Jared (’99) and Jake 
(’07) and then took over as a third grade 

teacher at St. Mary’s in 1993. 
Being able to teach the Catholic faith 

in all subjects, not just religion, instilled 
in Hicks a sense of satisfaction that she 
still seeks to this day. “I’d put something 
on the board about baptism and confir-
mation and all the different sacraments. 
They were so engrossed in what I was 
saying,” Hicks noted about the third 
graders. “At times, I’d think, ‘Wow, I 

hope I told them everything that was 
right because they were so fascinated 
and so interested to hear about their 
faith, that it was moving.’” 

The planters of faith in Hicks’ life 
were her parents, (Howard (’45) and 
Irene (Banke) (’46) Wilbert) whose 
example and work ethic she continually 
strives to emulate. “I think they always 
believed I could do anything I wanted to 
do,” she said. “They were so important 
in my life in that respect. If I wanted to 
be an astronaut, then, ‘Nancy, you can 
be an astronaut.’” 

Or a principal. 
Hicks positioned herself through the 

years to eventually take on the top 
administrative role. When Pat Forbes 
held the K-12 principalship several 
years ago, Hicks served as lead teacher 
in the grade school. Most recently she 
has served as director of special ser-
vices, overseeing students with special 

needs: learning difficulties or academic 
advancement. She earned a master’s 
degree in special services and leadership 
from PSU in 2008. 

Excellent facilities and supportive 
parents will make Hicks’ job as princi-
pal easier, she says, but the No. 1 asset 
that makes St. Mary’s Elementary a top-
notch school is the faith-focused faculty 
and staff. 

“The first and foremost respon-
sibility they have is to lead the chil-
dren in faith. That is our number one 
job here,” Hicks says of the teachers 
and staff. “Anybody can teach math, 
anybody can teach reading or sci-
ence, but our main job totally is to 
lead students in their faith and be 
role models for them in the faith. 
I think we have a stellar staff that 
does that.” 

One of the academic challenges 
the new principal will face this 
school year is implementation of 
curriculum that meets the new 
national Common Core Standards. 
“We have to methodically put that in 
place,” Hicks said. “I already have 

staff that have their new Common Core 
ready and they know what it’s all about. 
It’s going to be a little bit of a challenge, 
but the people here are already working 
on it.” 

Tom Compton 
If there’s one person you can count 

on seeing in the hallways of SMC either 
well before or well after school hours, 
it’s Compton. There’s seemingly no way 
to get him out of the building. That’s 
not how things started for him, though, 
on his first day of school at St. Mary’s 
Elementary in 1959. 

“My dad just dropped me off, and I 
walked up those steps to the main floor. 
I looked through the glass on the door, 
and the hall’s all dark and everything. 
So I thought, ‘I’m too early.’ I sat on the 
steps and waited a little bit, kept look-
ing and never saw anyone. They were at 
Mass, but I didn’t know it.” 

See Tom & Nancy Page 7

By Tom Farmer
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Bistro Kids

A Great Man Passes
Luke Wenzl, 75, of Pittsburg, passed 

away June 14, 2012.  Mr. Wenzl taught 
art at St. Mary’s Colgan from 1980 
until 2000.  Hundreds of St. Mary’s 
Colgan students passed through his art 
classes and were influenced by his art, 
but also his compassion and patience.  
Mr. Wenzl was born July 11, 1936 in 
Tecumseh, Nebraska.  He attended St. 
Anthony’s Church/School in Steinaur, 
Nebraska, Maur Hill Prep School and 
Benedictine College in Atchison.  He 
also studied art education at Emporia 
State and Pittsburg State. Luke was 
a member of St. Benedict’s Abbey in 
Atchison from 1963-1975.  While serv-

ing as a Benedictine Missionary in 
Brazil, he was injured in a car accident 
which left him a paraplegic.  In 1975, 
Luke moved to Pittsburg and opened the 
Stone and Silver shop making custom-
made silver jewelry.  It was shortly 
thereafter that St. Mary’s Colgan was 
fortunate enough to have Mr. Wenzl join 
the staff.  He continued teaching until 
his retirement in 2000.  Luke is sur-
vived by his wife of 34 years, Joanne.   
His family and his students loved Mr. 
Wenzl. Luke’s legacy of acceptance and 
perseverance will live on.  May his soul 
and the souls of all the faithful departed 
rest in peace. 

Getting kids excited about eating 
healthy food is challenging, and mak-
ing school lunches 
healthy is also a 
challenge.  Kiersten 
(Gobetz) Firquain 
(1986) is meeting 
both of those chal-
lenges with her com-
pany called Bistro 
Kids.  The Johnson 
County Kansas 
company employs 
12 chefs, under the 
direction of Kiersten, 
“Chef K”, and pro-
vides healthy school 
lunches to participat-
ing schools in the 
Kansas City area, as 
well as a St. Louis 
school 

About seven years ago, 
Bistro Kids was providing healthy food 
for birthday parties and doing small 
event catering and cooking classes 
for kids.   Kiersten, with her training 
from the Culinary Institute in Napa, 
was asked to revamp a summer camp’s 
lunch program.  She decided to use 
locally sourced and organic food for 

the program.  Bistro Kids now provides 
meals for seven schools in the Kansas 

City area and 
one in St. Louis.  
They also service 
8 area Head Start 
programs through 
a Good Natured 
Family Farms 
grant funded in 
partnership with 
the greater KC 
YMCA’s.   Bistro 
Kids is the first 
Farm 2 School 
lunch program of 
its kind in Kansas 
and Missouri.  
They partner with 
local farmers and 
food producers 

to provide fresh fruits 
and veggies and whole 

grains in the school lunch program.  
They were acquired by Treat America 
last summer.

The mission of Bistro Kids is to 
become an integral part of the school 
community by empowering, teaching, 
and feeding as many students as possi-
ble kid friendly meals that are healthy, 

seasonal, delicious, and whenever pos-
sible, locally grown. 

Bistro Kids has a garden at the 
schools, provides cooking classes and 
recipes for use at home.  However, the 
biggest challenge for Bistro Kids is 
money.  Because Bistro Kids meals are 
made from scratch, using fresh ingre-
dients which are often more expensive, 
lunches cost more than a typical school 
lunch.  Bistro Kids meals cost the 
schools $5 each.  This is nearly twice 
what many parents pay for school 
lunch.  But for Kiersten, it is simply 
the right thing to do.  “It is easier to 
feed kids cheap food and pay for it 
later when they are obese adults,” she 
said.  “But we choose to pay for it now 
in good food, nutrition education and 
enabling kids to make lifelong deci-
sions that are going to be in their best 
interest.”  

Kiersten’s sister Merrill Gobetz 
(1990) is the operations director at 
Bistro Kids.  Together the SMC gradu-
ates are trying to improve the health of 
our country, one school lunch at a time.

(To read more about Bistro Kids, 
go to http://www.bistrokids.com/  or 
follow them on Facebook.) 

Merrill & Kiersten

By Chris Flood
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Eric Clawson graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 2002.  Eric continued 
his education at Pitt State as well as continued playing football as a member 
of the Gorillas football team from 2002-2006.  The Gorilla Football team had 
several other SMC graduates play during Eric’s years, including Nick Smith 
(2001), Scot Schiefelbein (2003), Joe Taylor (2001), Nick Dellasega (2003), 
Caleb Farabi (2004), Mark Smith (2004) and Jeff Smith (2006).  Eric received all 
conference honors as a member of the football team.  He graduated from Pitt in 
2006 with a Bachelor’s Degree of Science in Business Management and a minor 
in Mathematics.  He graduated from the Washburn University School of Law in 
2010.  Eric has joined the law firm of Wheeler and Mitchelson in Pittsburg.  “I 
feel lucky to be able to move back here and have a great job,”  Eric said.  “Three 

years in Topeka was enough time away.  I enjoy this area and love being close 
to my family.”

Eric has very fond memories of his years at SMC, including being a part of 
the Basketball State Championship teams of 2000 and 2002, and Football State 
Championship teams of 2000 and 2001.  Eric considers himself very fortunate to 
have been a student of Luke Wenzl as a freshman. “What an amazing person and 
great teacher.  I looked forward to his class every day.”  Sister Patrice was also 
one of his favorite teachers although he did not make the cut to get into French II.

Eric married Whitney Hilton on July 28, 2012.  Whitney is from Aurora, 
Missouri and attended Missouri Southern.  Whitney will be teaching 3rd grade at 
St. Mary’s Elementary next year.  

After graduating from SMC in 1992, Matt Wilbert went to Pittsburg State 
University to pursue his passion of art and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Commercial Graphics in 1996.  Matt has been doing freelance art ever since.  
His artistic talent has provided him several job opportunities including layout 
and design for his dad,  Ron (’58) at his plaque business, graphic design for 
Jock’s Nitch Sporting Goods in their screen printing department, and a stint at 
Draco Digital doing graphic artwork.  Matt has also taught a few night classes 
in the Graphics Art department at Pittsburg State.  Matt currently is working for 
American Media Investments/Mansion Entertainment located at the KKOW radio 
station east of Pittsburg doing the graphic artwork for the radio stations.  Matt also 
does the artwork for The Mansion and Oak Ridge Boys Theatres in Branson, MO 
as well as for a Christian music label Mansion records in Nashville, TN. 

Matt also regularly provides his artistic services to Our Lady of Lourdes and 

SMC.  He did the layout for the recent Parish directory and for the past two years 
has done the layout for this SMC Alumni Newsletter. He is always willing to help!  
A sample of Matt’s artwork can be viewed at MattWilbert.com

In 2008, Matt married Leah Maple.  They have four kids, Maddie (Maple) 6th 
grade at SMC, Layne (Maple) 4th grade at SMC, Gillian, 3 years old and will be 
in preschool, and Mathias 1 ½ years old.  

 “SMC was really like a secondary family in that the Priests, Sisters, teachers, 
coaches and faculty reinforced what my own parents  tried to instill in me,“  Matt 
said.  “To try your hardest, have faith in God and let the rest just play out accord-
ing to His will…unfortunately though, it was never God’s plan for me to be one of 
those all A students.  But I had a great experience nonetheless.”

After graduating Colgan High School in 1982, Patti (Patterson) Pearson 
attended Benedictine College in Atchison, KS earning a Mathematics degree and 
secondary teaching certification.  Upon graduating from Benedictine in 1986, she 
moved to Kansas City, KS after being hired to teach math at Aquinas High School 
in Shawnee, KS.  Patti worked there for two years followed by a 12-year (1988-
2000) teaching position at St. Teresa’s Academy in Kansas City, MO. 

In 1990, Patti earned a Master’s degree in Secondary education from Kansas 
State University.  That same year, Patti married Steve Pearson.  Patti and Steve 
had both attended Benedictine and knew one another in college, but began dating 
after graduation.   Patti was visiting her sister Mary in Atchison and Steve was 
visiting a former teammate from the Benedictine football team when they met 
again and the rest is history. 

After their July, 1990 wedding, the Pearsons moved to Kansas City North 
and promptly began their family.  Becca, now 21, was born in 1991, followed by 
Lainey (19) in 1992, Dani (17) in 1995, Katie (13) in 1998, and Stephanie (12) in 

2000.  Patti says, “We created our own girls basketball team, only as it turned out 
volleyball was the sport of choice!” 

Patti continued to teach until the birth of their youngest daughter after 
which she left St. Teresa’s and stayed home for five years (her toughest job to 
date!).  In 2005, as their oldest daughter began high school and youngest began 
Kindergarten, Patti returned to the classroom.  She began teaching math at 
St. Pius X High School in Kansas City, Mo (north of the river) where their older 
children attend(ed)  high  school.  Today Patti continues to teach math at St. Pius 
X and chairs the math department.   Patti and Steve live in the Liberty, Missouri 
area.

“As you can see, my educational and professional careers include many 
outstanding Catholic institutions but my foundation will always rest at St. Mary’s 
Colgan.”  Patti says.  “The wonderful people, teachers and students that touched 
my life and the values that framed my growth both spiritually and academically 
continue to impact my life today.”

ERIC CLAWSON

MATT WILBERT

PATTI (PATTERSON) PEARSON
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Jana (Yankoviz) Dalrymple graduated from St. Mary’s Colgan in 1972.  She 
continued her education at Pittsburg State University earning a Bachelor’s degree 
in Education in 1975, followed by a Master’s in Education in 1979 and Education 
Specialist in 1982.  Also in 1982, Jana married Roland Dalrymple.  Jana used her 
education degrees well as she taught for 34 years in preschool through second 
grade, as well as Kindergarten-8th grade Learning Disabilities.  She retired from 
teaching in July of 2009.  Jana works part time for Weight Watchers in Kansas 
and Missouri.  Jana and Roland have several rental properties that Jana man-
ages.  Roland owns Quality Floor in Pittsburg.  Jana’s stepson Justin and his wife 
Jessica live in Leavenworth, KS with their son Jayden.  Jana and Roland’s sons 
Austin (2001) and Jackson (2007) are both SMC graduates.   Austin is a pedia-
trician and is currently Chief Resident at Cardinal Glennon Catholic Children’s 

Hospital in St. Louis, MO.  He plans to start a Fellowship in July to specialize in 
pediatric rheumatology. In August 2012, Jackson will begin working on a Master’s 
in Bioscience at Kansas City University of Medicine and Bioscience.  He plans to 
apply for medical school in 2013.

Jana is very active in Our Lady of Lourdes parish as a member of the Altar 
Society, helps with funeral dinners, the Religious Shop and the Adoration Chapel.  
Roland joined the Church in 1983 and is very active in the Knights of Columbus 
and That Man in You as well as being a very loyal SMC sports fan.

“I attended SMC kindergarten through 12th grade and wouldn’t trade those 
years for anything in the world,”  Jana said.  “Those years helped me form strong 
ties to Our Lady of Lourdes which are still in place today.”    

The St. Mary’s class of 1962 graduated Frank Cukjati and his future wife, 
Bobbye (Herman) Cukjati.  After graduation, Frank attended Coffeyville Junior 
College on a basketball scholarship, and then completed his education at 
Pittsburg State University, graduating in 1966.  Bobbye also attended Pittsburg 
State University, graduating in 1965.  Frank and Bobbye married in 1965.  

Their first child, Diane, was born in 1969, followed by Todd in 1971.  After col-
lege, Frank worked for the Parsons Ammunition Plant.  The young family moved 
to Kansas City in 1971 when Frank took a job with Albers Milling Company.  In 
1977, they moved to Tampa Florida as Frank began working for Carnation.  Their 
final big move in 1984 took them across the country to Modesto, CA, where they 

continue to reside.  Frank retired from Cargill in May of 2011.  After retirement, 
Frank has continued to do export business for Cargill.  In his spare time, he 
enjoys riding his motorcycle.  Bobbye enjoys playing tennis and loves to babysit 
their grandchildren.  They have been blessed with seven grandchildren.   Their 
daughter Diane, who is a Site Supervisor for Head Start in Modesto, has 3 chil-
dren, and son Todd has 4 children and works for William Sonoma in Sacramento. 

“I think what we got out of our experience at St. Mary’s is the lasting friend-
ships that we have and continue to have with our friends from high school,”  
Bobbye says.  “They are still our closest friends even though we are miles apart.”

Gesena (Korphage) Galetti wanted to go to a Catholic high school.  However, 
she lived in Chanute, Kansas.  So, as a freshman in high school, in 1948, the 
Sisters of St. Joseph at Our Lady of Lourdes, helped her find a family to live with 
in Pittsburg so she could attend St. Mary’s High School.  It may have helped that 
one of Gesena’s sisters, Sister Wilma, CSJ, was teaching first grade at St. Mary’s 
at the time.  Another sister, Sister Bertina, CSJ, also spent time teaching at St 
Mary’s Elementary School. (Both Sister Wilma and Sister Bertina celebrated their 
70th Jubilee in 2012.) Gesena graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 1952.

Gesena attended Mt. Carmel School of Nursing in Pittsburg, graduating 
in 1955.  She worked at Mt. Carmel for a year and a half, before returning to 
Chanute to help her mother.  Gesena moved to California for a few years, dur-
ing which time she met her future husband, Walt Galetti.  The two returned to 
Chanute to get married in October of 1959.  In 1960, the young couple moved 

to Alaska, where Walt had previously lived.  They continue to make their home 
there.  “I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else,”  Gesena says.  “You can see for 
miles and miles.”  In their younger years, Gesena and Walt loved to fly, hunt and 
fish in their beautiful Alaska.

Gesena worked for 13 years at the Providence hospital.  Along with a col-
league, Gesena started a uniform store in Anchorage.  They ran it for many years, 
until Gesena and Walt moved to Sterling, Alaska.  Walt was a heavy equipment 
operator and worked at the Anchorage Airport. 

Walt and Gesena spent nine years taking care of a dear friend who passed 
away last fall.

“We received a good solid education at St. Mary’s,”  Gesena says.  “It helped 
me get through nurses training.  We also received a good foundation for our faith.”   

JANA (YANKOVIZ) DALRYMPLE

FRANK CUKJATI & BOBBYE (HERMAN) CUKJATI

GESENA (KORPHAGE) GALETTI

MARGARET (PEAK) HAYDEN
Margaret (Peak) Hayden was valedictorian of her 1942 class at St. Mary’s 

High School.  After graduation, she worked for the phone company in Pittsburg 
as a switchboard operator.  Like most people of that era, World War II shaped 
Margaret’s young adulthood.  During the War years, Margaret lived and worked 
in the Los Angeles area to be near the Pacific ports so that she could see her 
future husband, Bernie Hayden of Girard. Bernie served on the US Navy’s USS 
Monrovai that served in the South China Sea.  Margaret and Bernie were married 
in June of 1945 in St. Alice Catholic Church in Capaldo, KS.

The young couple bought a house in Radley, near Margaret’s family.  
However, because of a job with Bell Telephone in Salina, they sold their house 
and moved.  For the next 20 months, Margaret and Bernie moved several times 
to various Western Kansas communities to rebuild the Bell System that had 
deteriorated during the War.   The trunk of their car served as their storage unit 
and they learned to travel leanly.  While Bernie and his crew erected new poles, 
hung new lines and reconstructed the rural phone systems of Western Kansas, 

Margaret secured temporary positions in many of the communities.  
In 1949, Margaret and Bernie moved to Topeka and their first son Dean was 

born.  Brothers Dana and Kelly soon followed.  Margaret focused on their family, 
while Bernie continued his service with Bell Telephone for 38 years.  Margaret 
and Bernie were active members of Most Pure Heart of Mary in Topeka, where 
the boys attended school.  All three of their sons graduated from Hayden Catholic 
High School in Topeka.   Although Margaret’s primary role was as a homemaker, 
mother, and grandmother, she found time for a variety of work outside the home.  
Two of her favorite assignments were serving for several years as a switchboard 
clerk for the Kansas State House when the Legislature was in session and sec-
retary of Hayden High School.  Margaret is also an avid reader.

Following Bernie’s death in 2004, Margaret remained in Topeka to be near 
her sons and grandchildren.  Margaret has fond memories of growing up in 
Crawford County.  Her experiences there formed the full, loving life she and 
Bernie built in Topeka.  
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is so much to love in this place.  It also means managing our 
resources, increasing the support that we receive and closely 
monitoring how we use that support.  And of course it means 
always strengthening our Catholic identity, providing better 
and deeper ways that our teachers and students may intimately 
encounter Christ and then in a haze of love and zeal bring Him 
to others.  It is going to be an exciting hundred years!†

Fr. Chad continued from page 1

Annual Appeal 2012

We believe this to be the 8th grade graduation class of 
1935.  Do you recognize any one?  Do you know the 
history behind this picture?  Send any information to 

alumni@ollsmc.com

Have You Seen this 
Picture Before?

Help your class move ahead of the pack in total donations 
by sending in your donation.  

The 2012 Annual Appeal has been successful.  Nearly 
$20,000 has been donated to benefit the future of SMC. Thank 
you to those alumni and friends who have contributed.  Follow 
the progress of the appeal at ollsmc.com, click on Schools, then 
Alumni.  All who donate will be acknowledged in the Winter 
edition of the Alumni Newsletter.  You can get a copy of the 
Annual Appeal at ollsmc.com or call the Parish Office at (620) 
231-2135 to have one mailed to you.  

Photo by Sean Steffen/The Morning Sun

The Kansas State 
House of Representatives 
honored Coaches Chuck 
Smith, Wayne Cichon and 
Mike Watt for their career 
milestone victories during 
the 2011-2012 school year 
as coaches at SMC.  Chuck 
Smith won his 300th foot-
ball game, Wayne Cichon 
won his 500th basketball 
game and Mike Watt won 
his 500th baseball game.

SMC Class Donations Total
Friends of SMC $100.00
1934 $7.00
1941 $200.00
1944 $100.00
1947 $110.00
1948 $85.00
1952 $1,620.00
1953 $250.00
1956 $125.00
1958 $100.00
1959 $150.00
1960 $150.00
1961 $1,200.00
1962 $600.00
1963 $100.00
1964 $275.00
1965 $500.00
1966 $200.00
1968 $250.00
1969 $200.00
1970 $1,350.00
1972 $100.00
1973 $100.00
1974 $100.00
1976 $25.00
1977 $5,100.00
1979 $5,000.00
1982 $525.00
1986 $125.00
1987 $600.00
1991 $25.00
1994 $20.00
1995 $50.00
1996 $25.00
1997 $35.00
1998 $50.00
Total as of 8-7-12 $ 19, 552.00
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He eventually walked to his home 
on the south side of town and nearly 
gave his mother a heart attack when 
he came through the door. “When my 
dad came home for lunch, he brought 
me back and this time walked me in.” 

Despite the sketchy start, Compton 
went on to graduate from Colgan High 
School in 1970. It was called St. 
Mary’s High School when he was a 
freshman, but that was the year when 
officials took a student vote to rename 

the school. 
Fr. Colgan had died at the end 

of Compton’s eighth grade year, so 
students wanted to call it Fr. Colgan 
High School. Administrators were 
concerned about that choice of names. 

“I can remember them up on stage 
giving us this big speech. ‘We under-
stand how you feel about Fr. Colgan, 
but 20 years from now people aren’t 
going to know who he was,” Compton 
recalled. “They might have been lucky 

if five students out of 160 voted 
for something other than Colgan 
High School.” 

After graduating from high 
school, Compton went to PSU 
and earned a bachelor’s degree 
in history. His original intent was 
to teach high school long enough 
to get a doctorate and then go on 
to teach at a university. He did 
earn a master’s degree in his-
tory soon thereafter and taught 
for two years at Neosho (Mo.) 
High School. Uncertain about his 
desire to continue teaching high 
school, Compton switched gears 
and went to work full time at 

Tom & Nancy continued from page 2

Final Thoughts continued from page 1

national speakers and musicians 
Jason Everett, Steve Angrissano 
and Matthew Kelly brought to our 
campus, school retreats and an 
annual Mission Trip, Dance Crew, 
and  a host of powerful adult faith 
education programs.  Our students’ 
love of the faith and desire to know 
more about Christ’s plan for them 
have been the foundation of our 
growth.
Our school now is as strong as it 
has ever been academically and, 
more importantly, it is filled with 
the faith.  Additionally, our co-
curricular programs are amazingly 
successful; more than 20 students 

went to State Debate in May and 
we now have a high school Band 
program again.  Our athletic teams 
continue to thrill.
 During the last six years, I have 
worked with great people, many of 
the icons of this community both 
in the schools and the parish.  I 
thank each one as I have learned 
so much. Thanks especially go to 
the members of our school and 
parish community who have been 
with our families in times of grief.  
These are the times when our faith 
is felt the strongest.  The parish 
has buried a lot of souls in the past 
six years, and the parish has also 

baptized, confirmed, and married 
many–we continue to flourish and 
grow.
 As I leave, I reflect on the big 
picture of our campus at this time:  
we have 4 priests, 5 sisters, 4 semi-
narians, great administrators and 
faculty, a Catholic school of 600 
students, active and positive coun-
cils, strong supporters, challenging 
academics, and some of the most 
steeped traditions of all Kansas 
high schools.   I am blessed to have 
learned so much here; St. Mary’s 
Colgan will always remain in my 
daily prayers. By God’s Graces,  
John C. Kraus†

Gabe Greer (2008), Josh Evans(2006), Drew 
Dellasega (2010), Derek Hooper (2000). 

SMC Seminarians

See Tom & Nancy Page 8

Congratulations

500 Victories!
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Tom & Nancy continued from page 7

Moore’s Furniture in Pittsburg for more than six years. 
The yearning to teach once again welled up inside of 

him, and he was hired to teach eighth grade at Colgan 
in 1983. He and his wife, Sharon, were raising their two 
daughters, Tonya (’91) and Cara (’92), and he settled in for 
the next few years, learning the ins and outs of SMC and 
taking on more duties including junior high boys and girls 
basketball coach, student council sponsor, counseling, and 
a more diverse teaching load. He earned a second master’s 
degree from PSU in 1991, this time in counseling. 

Now, on the threshold of his 60th birthday, he’s back 
at PSU working on a master’s in administration. He jokes 
about how he could have been one of those people who 
goes to college nearly all his life, but that’s actually closer 
to being truth than fiction. 

Having held nearly every professional position at SMC 
in the past 29 years, Compton is eager to fill the biggest 
role of them all. He knows there will be tough decisions to 
make. “There’s always that challenge of trying to decide, 
for instance, in technology, what do we really need to have 
and what is fluff. We’ll have to make those kinds of deci-
sions to keep the curriculum going. And there are always the 
social challenges that have always been there, dealing with 
the various moral challenges that face the kids and trying to 
help them be ready to face those.” 

He won’t be alone in that endeavor. A veteran faculty 
and staff, as well as newly appointed President of Schools 

Fr. Chad Arnold, will help shoulder the burden. “I love the 
people that are here,” Compton said. “My one hope was that 
if I came in as principal, I would have everybody back. I like 
the fact that we have so many alumni that are involved with 
the school, but we also have a nice balance of people who 
bring in some fresh ideas.” 

As for continuing to teach psychology and handle some 
of the counseling duties, Compton says, “Being in the class-
room will help me stay in tune with what the other teachers 
are experiencing. It’s important as an administrator that I 
keep contact with the kids but also be able to have just a 
little bit of empathy with what my staff is going through.” 

Compton’s top aim is to continue building what outgoing 
President of Schools John Kraus started during his tenure, a 
strong foundation of faith for the school and everyone who 
enters its doors. “This past year with Mr. Kraus was a good 
one, and I’m hoping to carry that forward. Mr. Kraus has 
done some good things in terms of the Catholic environment 
and encouraging prayer. One of the first things he did when 
he came six years ago, he said, ‘Let’s remember that we’re 
on holy ground.’ We need to keep remembering that we’re 
on holy ground.”†

SMC Alumni News Blasts are being emailed each 
month to alumni and friends. News Blasts contain 
updates about current happenings at St. Mary’s Colgan 
Schools. If you have not received News Blasts, and 
would like to, send your email address to alumni@
ollsmc.com. To view past News Blasts, go to ollsmc.
com and click on the Alumni tab. 

You can also view previous SMC Alumni Newsletters 
at ollsmc.com, click on Schools then Alumni.


