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Remembering The 
Sisters of St. Joseph

New & Continual Challenges

On September 26, 2008, Our Lady of Lourdes and St. 
Mary’s Colgan Schools gave final thanks and farewell  
to the last three Sisters of St. Joseph to serve our par-

ish schools.  With the return to the Motherhouse in Wichita of Sister 
Patrice Joyce, Sister Charlotte Zelnik and Sister Paula Marie Metz, 
an era has ended.  Their story is our story and that of our parents, and 
grandparents, as well as our children, grandchildren and great grand-
children.  Let us reflect on how they touched our lives and the growth 
of our schools.

St. Mary’s Catholic school was organized in 1884 under the direc-
tion of Fr. Sigismund Wozing, with Miss Amy Lee Hughes as the 
first teacher.  Father J.A. Pompeney was the pastor.  The Sisters of St. 
Joseph were recruited to teach and in September of 1895, Sister Leo, 
Sister de Sales, and Sister Boniface arrived in Pittsburg.  Around 1906 
the school was closed, and then re-opened in 1915 with the addition of 
Sister Gregory, Sister Clare, Sister Ursula, Sister Germaine and Sister 
Rosalina.  And so, the legacy began.

For the next 113 years over 200 Sisters of St. Joseph served our 
parish schools.  Their presence was felt everywhere.  The Nuns were 

The New Year chal-
lenges us to make 

changes, modify our hab-
its, start something new.  
At SMC, we continuously 
evaluate our accomplish-

ments and challenges in order to improve 
and prepare for the future.  Our New 
Year’s Resolution is not just once per year, 
rather it is our daily life devoted to doing 
whatever is needed to give our students a 

holy, deep, challenging, thorough, Catholic 
education.   

As you read through this edition of the 
Alumni Newsletter, you will read of suc-
cesses—there have been many over the past 
semester.  Our students continue to exceed 
expectations, to give selflessly of them-
selves, and to reach for the stars.   We are a 
parish school, not a private school, and our 
students know the difference.  Our obliga-
tion is to make sure that our students, upon 

Back Row L-R: Coach Tom Kirkland, Coach Carrie 
(Alloway) Lance, Allison McCormick, Regan Gilmore, 
Ashley Werner, Katie Hayes, Caity Decker, Morgan 
Gilmore, Annie Dellasega, Coach Dave Soper.  Front 
Row L-R: Brandee Main, Molly Marquardt, Maggie 
Sloan, Abbie O'Brien, Amanda McBride, Katie Sloan.

1st Girls' State Championship

in the classroom as Cecelia (Ensman) Waggoner 
(8th grade ’26) recalled Sister Augusta as her 8th 
grade teacher in the one-story building.   Catherine 
(McNeil) Gibson (8th grade ’32) recalled,”All of 
our teachers were Nuns.  One of the Nuns was 
my Aunt Katherine O’Connell, whose religious 
name was Sister St. John.   My brother, Joe, 
was elated when he learned that his aunt was to 
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SMC Seminarians - What A Blessing

Drama - A Proud Colgan Tradition

Our Lady of Lourdes parish and St. 
Mary’s Colgan Schools are blessed to 
have five seminarians currently dis-
cerning their vocation to the priest-
hood.   Gabriel Greer (2008) is in his 
third year, and Joshua Evans (2006) is 
in his second year at seminary.   First 
year seminarians are Derek Hooper 
(2000), Matthew Pommier (2007), and 
Andrew Dellasega (2010).    

Gabe Greer is the son of Cheryl 
Greer.  “I think my family has been 
so supportive because my decision to 
enter seminary did not surprise them.” 
Gabe said.  “I grew up in a family in 
which all my extended relatives farm, 
and I would always tell people that 
I wanted to be a priest and a farmer. 
Since they have seen from such a 
young age that I have wanted to be a 
priest, they have been so supportive of 
my decision.”  Gabe is studying at St. 
John Vianney College Seminary, St. 
Paul, MN, where he is in his 3rd year 
of college. 

 Josh Evans is the son of James 
and Nancy Evans.  “At SJV (St. John 

Vianney Seminary), our pledge is: Men 
for Christ, Men for the Church, Men 
for Others. “  Josh said. “Seminary 
formation has taught me that I must 
fulfill all of these ways of being a man.  
I am learning to be a true father, so 
that I might understand my purpose in 
life, and properly live out my vocation, 
whether it is the priesthood or mar-
ried life.”  Josh is also studying at St. 
John Vianney Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 
where he is in his 4th year of college.

Derek Hooper is also the son of 
Cheryl Greer.  “Something I wish I 
would have done earlier in my discern-
ment process would have been to seek 
out a priest for spiritual direction.”  
Derek said. “Spiritual direction not 
only helped with getting to better know 
my own call, but it also helped build 
a stronger relationship with God.”  
Derek is studying at Mount St. Mary 
Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD as a 1st 
year pre-theologian. 

 Matt Pommier is the son of Larry 
and Kay Pommier.  “I was not exactly 
receptive when I first felt the urge to 

enter the seminary. “  Matt said.  “In 
fact I was downright terrified!  But, 
in the end, God blessed me with the 
fortitude and grace to make a confi-
dent decision that will foster noth-
ing but happiness and fulfillment in 
Christ.”  Matt is studying at Conception 
Seminary College in Conception, MO 
as a sophomore.  

Drew Dellasega is the son of Doug 
(1973) and Julie Dellasega.    “From 
the outside looking in, one may be 
given the impression that a seminarian 
lives a life of rigorous and unceas-
ing prayer,” Drew said.  “Although 
we are to pray without ceasing as St. 
Paul says, this does not require that 
we spend the entire day on our knees 
before the tabernacle.  In my free time, 
I enjoy being with my friends and hav-
ing a good time.”  Drew is studying at 
Conception Seminary in Conception, 
Mo as a freshman.  

Please pray for these young men 
and all men and women who are dis-
cerning their vocations.†

One of the great traditions at Colgan, 
was, is, and hopefully always will be 
to have a wonderful drama depart-
ment.  The musicals and dramatic 
performances through the years  have 
given us much to be proud of!  Many of 
you were a part of this proud tradition, 
using the gifts and talents God gave you 
and sharing them with others.  

We would like to invite you to 
once again share your gifts and tal-

ents.  Please be a part of the Panthers 
Perform Event at the SMC All School 
Reunion, Friday, June 10, 2010.  If 
would like to perform, please con-
tact Donna (Orender) Landrith (’82), 
landrith@smcschools.org, or Alice Hilt 
(‘94) hilt@smcschools.org.  

You may choose any musical selec-
tion to perform, but you may want to 
consider dusting off the sheet music 
from your favorite high school musical.  

Sing by yourself, with a group, or both!  
Please send us the title of your selection 
and if you will need any special props 
or accompaniment.  Rehearsals will 
be on your own, prior to the reunion 
weekend.  Please note that  Panthers 
Perform is open to all SMC Alumni, 
not just those who were in high school 
productions.  Panthers Perform will be 
held in the SMC Auditorium, Friday, 
June 10 at 7:30pm.†

Back Row L-R: Larry Seward, 
Drew Gill, Danny Villamaria, 
Winston Slavins, Sam Gilbert, 
Jesse Newcomb, Nate Arnold, 
Joe Saia, Jesse Watt, Coach Mike 
Watt, Dylan Mjelde, Aaron Flood, 
Austin Morone, Manager Cruise 

Main, Coach Luke Wachter, Trainer 
Heather Watson. Front Row L-R: 
Coach Kyle Wolfe, CJ Russell, 
VJ Piccini, Aaron Snow, Blaise 
Main, Tyler Jeck, Nate Grimaldi, 
Jack Villamaria, Jake VanLeewan, 
Batboy Connor Balthazor.  

Baseball Captures 7th Straight

By Chris Wilbert Flood

By Donna Orender Landrith
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Sister And Child Statue....A Reminder

Christ The King Adoration Chapel

Following the return to the Mother 
house of the Sisters of St. Joseph, there 
was discussion in the parish regard-
ing their history, and how the Sisters 
could be honored and remembered.  In 
February 2009, the Sisters of St. Joseph 
Committee was formed.  Members 
of the committee, chaired by Frances 
Mitchelson, wife of Kevin Mitchelson 
(’75), include Todd McGeorge (’84), 
Janie (Pecnic) Burrow (’73), Julie 
Smith (SMC Parent), Vickie (Herbeck) 
Waltrip (’67) and Nancy (Hoff) Scott 
(’67).

The committee chose to commis-
sion a sculpture depicting a Nun in 

traditional habit, with a grade school 
student.  Following an extensive 

search, Joe Kenney, Austin, Texas, 
was selected and commissioned for 
$50,000.  Mr. Kenney visited the SMC 
campus in September, 2009.  He met 
with the committee, was given pictures 
of the Sisters and loaned a traditional 
habit to replicate in the sculpture.  Over 
the next ten months, Mr. Kenney and 
the committee corresponded regarding 
the details of the statue.  

As an artist-in-residence at a St. 
Dominic Savio High School in Austin, 
Texas, Mr. Kenney created the clay 
sculpture in the commons area of the 
school.  Following the clay molding, 
the sculptures were sent to a foundry in 
Bastrop, Texas for casting and bronze.  
The statues will be finished with a 
French brown patina to compliment the 
statue of Our Lady of Pittsburg that is 
in front of the Church.  The dedication 
plaque will match in color and feature 
a small replica of the gold cross that 
adorns the church steeple.  

The Sister and child statue will be 
placed in a prominent position in front 
of St. Mary’s Elementary School to 
welcome students, just as the Sisters 
did for so many years.  The site work 
preparation has been done by many 
dedicated volunteers.  Placed with the 
sculptures will be historic masonry 
pieces from the old elementary school, 
including the limestone arch with the 

words, “St Mary’s Public Schools,” the 
1922 cornerstone, and building bricks.  
Thanks to the generosity of WATCO 
and the Webb family, the statues will 
be transported via train to Pittsburg.  

A price tag cannot be placed on the 
impact the Sisters of St. Joseph have 
had on St. Mary’s Colgan Schools.   
“During the 1960’s, I don’t think we 
could have kept the schools going 
without the nuns and priests teaching 
there,” said Frank Crespino, a 1951 
graduate who joined the faculty in 
1961.  “I don’t think we could ever 
repay them for what they did.”  The 
Sister and child statue is a small way 
in which we can repay them.  Please 
consider being a financial part of this 
statue by sending your contribution to 
Our Lady of Lourdes, P.O. Box 214, 
Pittsburg, KS 66762.  Make checks 
payable to Our Lady of Lourdes  and 
designate on the memo for the Sister 
and child statue.  

Soon the Sister and child will be 
present to remind us all of the dedi-
cation and service of the Sisters for 
113 years.  When Sister Charlotte left 
Pittsburg in 2008, she said, “I’m gong 
to take all of you with me in my heart.  
You’re all safe in here.”  With this 
memorial, we say to the Sisters that 
they are and always will be in our 
hearts as well.†   

For many years Masses were cel-
ebrated and prayers were said by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph in their chapel at 
the convent.  Untold numbers of rosa-
ries were offered for the intentions of 
the students and parishioners.   Fittingly, 
prayers continue to flow from the cha-
pel as it has been modified to become 
the Christ the King Chapel, dedicated 
on the Feast of Corpus Christi, June 
11, 2009. Each week, adoration begins 
at 6am on Monday morning and the 
Blessed Sacrament is reposed at 5pm 
on Friday evening.  With the dedicated 

scheduling and organizing of Christie 
Gill (’66) and Janis Ward, 260 volun-

teers spend time each week in adora-
tion.  “We have the best people in the 

world,” Christie says.  “Considering 
the number of hours we have people 
in the chapel, there are very few times 
where people don’t show up.  It has 
been truly a blessing.”  For the past two 
years, parents of St. Mary’s Colgan 
seniors have held a 24-hour adoration 
just prior to the start of the school year.  
What a great way to dedicate the year 
to God and unite in prayer for our chil-
dren.  To view a video of the chapel, go 
to www.smcschools.org .  

Please pray for the continued suc-
cess of the Christ the King Chapel.†

By Nancy Scott Hoff

By Chris Wilbert Flood

Golf - State Champs

Stuart Mitchelson, Kelley Thompson, 
Austin Barone, Anthony Ison, 
Thomas VanBecelaere, Coach Ed 
Martin, Kolter Krumsick.
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Niki (Schiefelbein) Jordan (2000) continued her education at Pittsburg State University where she was actively involved in many organizations.  
She graduated Magna Cum Laude in 2004 with a BS in Education.  While at Pitt State, Niki met her husband Patrick.  Niki taught at Meadowlark 
Elementary in Pittsburg for 2 years before she and Patrick moved to Wichita.  She is currently in her 5th year teaching at St. Peter Catholic School 
in Wichita.  She is teaching 3rd grade.  Niki has furthered her education by completing a Masters degree in Teaching with an English Speakers of 
Other Languages endorsement.  

“Becoming a teacher was always a goal of mine, because of all the wonderful examples I had at St. Mary’s,” Niki said.  “I always felt like they 
had high expectations of me and I value that today.  If you study, work hard, and put forth the effort expected,  you will do well.  I try to be a good role 
model and infuse these same expectations in my students.  There were many important teachings that occurred throughout my years at St. Mary’s 
Colgan, but I’ve come to value these basic virtues the most in my life.”  

Following graduation in 1990, Stacy (Martin) Hutchins pursued a career in the field of Physical Therapy.  She received a BS in Biology from 
Pittsburg State University in 1994.  Stacy continued with her education and training from Colby Community College to become a Certified Physical 
Therapist Assistant.  She has been employed at Via Christi Hospital, in Pittsburg (formerly Mt. Carmel) for 14 years.  Her job entails working with 
patients of all ages seeking treatment for pain, orthopedic, neurological or sports related injuries.  Stacy said, “Physical Therapy impacts people’s lives 
in a positive way, making my job extremely rewarding.”  

Stacy married her high school sweet heart, Brian Hutchins and they have been married for 15 years.  Their two boys attend St. Mary’s, Cooper, 
in 7th grade, and Bryce in 5th grade.  This year both boys have teachers who were also Stacy’s teachers, Ms. Tener and Mrs. Butler.  Stacy has 
enjoyed volunteering as a Home and School Officer and currently helps with the Young Apostles, the Junior High religious youth program at Our Lady 
of Lourdes, St. Mary’s School.  

Stacy said, “I am proud to have attended St. Mary’s K-12 and I am very happy to be sending my children to SMC.  Along with my parents, St. 
Mary’s Colgan instilled in me my love for God.  This community is blessed to have such a school with dedicated teachers, staff and volunteers that 
go above and beyond investing time and talent to keep this wonderful school, steeped in tradition, alive and thriving.”

Donna (Normand) Maus thought she wanted to be a wildlife biologist, but now teaches future biologists instead.  After graduating from Colgan in 
1980, Donna went on to Pittsburg State University with a major in biology.  She received her Bachelors and continued for a Masters.   Her experience 
as a teaching assistant changed her career plans and she became a teacher.  Donna taught in Walker, Missouri, Columbus, Georgia, and Uniontown, 
Kansas, for a few years each, before teaching at Ft. Scott Community College.  She taught at FSCC for 11 years and was the chairperson of the 
Math/Science department.  In 2004, Donna made a big change.  She left FSCC to become a biology teacher at St. Mary’s Colgan.  Donna said, “I 
felt a strong desire to share my Catholic faith with the students while sharing my passion for Biology.  I also saw the need for a background of the 
Church’s teachings to be reinforced as certain biological principles were being taught such as: biological evolution, reproductive technologies like IVF 
and PGD, contraception and NFP, genetic engineering and stem cell research.     I like being able to praise God for the beauty and intricacies of the 
natural world with my students – it’s the best being able to share our faith here.”

Donna married Henry Maus in 1985.  Henry is a graduate of Frontenac high school and Pittsburg State University and works at Ward-Kraft as a 
manager in the Forms division. Henry and Donna have four children.  Kendrick is a 2005 SMC graduate and a PSU graduate.  He is a nurse at Via 
Christi Hospital (Mount Carmel), in Pittsburg.  Emily is a 2006 SMC graduate and will graduate in May, 2011 from PSU with a degree in Secondary 
Education, planning to be an English Teacher.  Daniel is a 2008 SMC graduate and is working at Ward-Kraft in Ft. Scott as a printing press operator 
while attending college part time.  Hannah is in 7th grade at SMC.

“When I think of what Colgan gave me, the main thing I think of is the Mass.  The times I got to go to Church to visit.” Donna recalled.  “I think of 
the priests and nuns, the sacrificial giving of all of the parishioners that kept the school going and of the sacrifices that were made by my parents to 
give all 5 of us girls a Catholic education.”

NIKI SCHIEFELBEIN JORDAN

STACY MARTIN HUTCHINS

DONNA NORMAND MAUS
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After Babbie (Payne) Mathews graduated from Colgan in 1970, she continued her education at Kansas State College of Pittsburg (Pittsburg State 
University). She received a BS in Office Administration in 1974, but more importantly she met her husband, Dave Mathews.

Babbie and Dave moved to Kansas City for a short time after college.  While in Kansas City, Babbie was a medical transcriber for an orthopedic 
surgeon.  In 1975, they moved to Casper, Wyoming where she found a job again as a transcriber for an orthopedic surgeon.  However, wanting to use 
her four years of training in legal shorthand, Babbie abandoned the medical field and found employment with a law firm.  Although, she truly loved the 
law firm, the firm moved to Jackson Hole, WY in 1978.  Babbie and Dave also moved, but to Fort Collins, Colorado where they stayed for 10 years.  
There they had their two children, Cameron, 29 and Erin, 26, who just recently married.

In 1998, they moved to Denver.  Babbie was employed as a legal assistant for an immigration attorney for several years, before her retirement.  
Babbie says, “Both of our kids live here in Colorado, not too far from where we live, so I’d say life is pretty darned perfect right now (at least for us!)”

“I think back on my Colgan High days a lot, seems more often lately,” Babbie says.  “Looking back now, I realize that Colgan wasn’t just a high 
school.  It was really just a continuation of my education with all my friends from grade school. Such a family, Colgan was.  I’m grateful the school was 
small.  No one was ever a stranger; No one.  And having nuns for teachers?  Well, that’s something I still talk about with my kids.”  

Mary (Keegan) Askins (1960) attended Kansas State Teachers College (Pittsburg State University) following graduation.  She and Jim Askins were 
married in June of 1963 and she graduated with a BS in Education in January of 1965.  Over the next several years, Jim and Mary were blessed with 
three daughters, Kathy Wilbert (1982), Julie Cedeno (1985) and Amy Kannarr (1989).  During those years, Mary enjoyed being a Girl Scout leader, 
Home and School President, as well as serving on the School Advisory Council for St. Mary’s Colgan.  

Mary became a para-professional at Eugene Field School in 1983.  She worked in the Learning Disabilities Resource Room for four years. In the 
fall of 1987, Mary began teaching primary grades at St. Mary’s.  “This would be the beginning of a rewarding teaching career for me for the next twenty 
years.”  Mary said.  “Working with our children at St. Mary’s as they learned to read, explore science and complete math problems soon helped me to 
realize the unique role a teacher plays in a child’s development.  The most important part would be to guide them as they learned their prayers and 
grew in their faith, as they prepared to receive their First Holy Communion.”  

Jim and Mary’s daughters are carrying on her teaching tradition, as all 3 daughters are currently teaching at St. Mary’s Grade school.  Kathy, 
married to Craig Wilbert, and Julie, married to Pat Cedeno, are the 4th grade teachers.  Amy, married to Shane Kannarr, teaches 6th grade.  

“What a gift and blessing we have in our parish family,” Mary said.  “Our youth are benefitting from years of hard work, sacrifice and commitment 
as they receive a Catholic education.” 

Mary retired in 2007, but still enjoys substitute teaching.  She also volunteers as a pink lady at the hospital and is a Sacraments teacher for our 
PSR (Parish School of Religion).  Jim and Mary have ten grandchildren.  The oldest two are SMC graduates, and the remaining attend SMC.  Jim 
and Mary are frequent fans of their grandkids’ activities and games. 

“I look back with gratitude and appreciation for the opportunities God has given to me.  Those who have gone before us as well as our generation 
of Catholics make this possible with their ministries of stewardship.”

Kathryn (Bettega) Arthur found a job working for the Pittsburg Headlight Newspaper right after graduation in 1950. But, after about a year and a 
half, decided to go to college.  For the next year she attended Kansas State Teacher’s College of Pittsburg.  In 1954, she went back to the work force 
when she found a job at The First State Bank of Pittsburg.  Kathryn worked at the bank for 40 years, retiring at the age of 62.   Kathryn married young, 
and sadly, her husband died after they had been married for a year.  She did, however, marry again to John E. Arthur, and they have been married 
for 42 years.  Kathryn has two step children, Cindy of Hot Springs Village, Arkansas and John C. of Wichita, Kansas.  

Although she considers Pittsburg to be her home, she and John have lived in Capaldo, KS and currently live in rural Girard.  Kathryn fondly 
remembers being taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph.  “They were excellent teachers.  I was fortunate to have a Catholic Education.”  Kathryn said. 

BABBIE PAYNE MATHEWS

MARY KEEGAN ASKINS

KATHRYN BETTEGA ARTHUR
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Alumni Updates
Kevin Carr (1971) currently lives 

in Topeka, with his wife Linda.  They 
have two children, Jesse and Katie.   
After high school Kevin turned down 
scholarships in three sports to play 
minor league baseball in the Yankees 
organization, playing in Tennessee, 
Florida and upstate New York.  Kevin 
returned to college and graduated 
from Pittsburg State University with 
a Business Administration degree, and 
also has a Masters degree from KU.  
He currently is CEO of the Kansas 
Technology Enterprise Corporation 
(KTEC).  

Scott Ellis (1981) attended col-
lege at Pittsburg State University and 
medical school at Kirksville College 
of Osteopathic Medicine.  He com-
pleted  his residency in family practice 
at Deaconess Hospital in St. Louis.  
Scott practiced medicine for 3 years in 
Parsons before moving to Springfield, 
MO, where he currently resides.  He 
works for 
St. John’s 
H e a l t h 
S y s t e m .  
Scott has 
one son, 
A n t h o n y 
who attends 
K i c k a p o o 
H i g h 
School.  Scott is engaged to Carmen 
Turner, who has 2 sons, Aidan and 
Isaac.

Kris King (1991) is employed with 
Southwest Airlines.  Kris and his wife 
Kara were married in 2008.  They have 
one son, Tyler.  Kris and Kara live in 
Chandler, Arizona. 

Edward “Cappy” McNally II (1994) 
lives in Overland Park, Kansas with 
his wife Amy.  They have two chil-

dren, Madeline and Lauren.  Cappy 
graduated from Benedictine College, 
Atchison, KS and Washburn School 
of Law, Topeka, KS.   He works for 
CNA, which is an insurance company 
based out of Chicago.  Cappy serves 
as the National Employment Practices 
Liability Practice Leader.  In his spare 
time, Cappy coordinates hunting and 
fishing activities for a charity that 
grants wishes to critically ill children.

Matthew McNally (1996) is a test 
engineer for Thales ATM.  Thales is an 
international company that makes air 
traffic management and security tech-
nology.  Matthew lives in Edgerton, 
Kansas.  He enjoys creating custom 
equestrian leather work pieces includ-
ing authentic period pieces.  He also 
keeps busy riding horses.

Stuart McNally (1997) is a pro-
fessor at Creighton Dental School in 
Omaha, NE.  Stuart earned a bachelor’s 

d e g r e e 
in biol-
ogy from 
Creighton 
in 2001, 
b e f o r e 
completing 
his DDS, 
also at 
Creighton, 

in 2005.  He and his wife Clancy, have 
two children, Connor, 2 years old and 
baby Eleanor.  Clancy is a pediatri-
cian and also a Creighton graduate.  
Stuart serves on several boards and 
has directed activities to provide dental 
care to the less fortunate in Omaha and 
the state of Nebraska.  

Brian Wilbert (1999) and Tara 
McClay were married October 
16, 2010 at the Newman Center in 
Springfield, MO.  Brian received a BA 

in Auto Mechanics from Pittsburg State 
University in 2001.  He is a mechanic 
at Pittsburg Ford.  Tara works in the 
library at the Pittsburg Community 
Middle School.

Megan McNally (1999) is complet-
ing a Fellowship in Surgical Oncology 
at the Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital 
and Richard J. Solve Research Institute.  
Megan received her BLA-MD in the 
six year program at University of 
Missouri-Kansas City.  She then com-
pleted her general surgery residency 
from 2005-2010 at UMKC.  Along 
with her oncology fellowship, she is 
working on a Master’s in Medical 
Science.

Nick Smith (2001) lives in Los 
Angeles, CA where he is attending 
Western State University College of 
Law.  After high school, Nick attended 
Pittsburg State University, where he 
also played football.  Following gradua-
tion, Nick joined the Marine Corps.  He 
spent time in Quantico, Virginia, and 
Oahu, Hawaii, before being deployed 
to Iraq in 2007.  His battalion returned 
to Hawaii in 2008, but was redeployed 
to Iraq in 2009 and Nick was promoted 
to Executive Officer of Kilo Company. 
On Oct 1, 2009, Nick was promoted 
to the rank of Captain and was back 
in Hawaii.  Four month later, he was 
honorably discharged.  Nick was able 
to travel after his discharge and went 
to China, Australia, Italy, France and 
Vietnam.  Nick said his time in the 
military was a rewarding four years of 
service that allowed him to meet some 
of America’s best young men.†  

If you would like to contribute to the 
Alumni Updates sections, please email 

information to 
Flood@SMCSchools.org  

or mail to 
Chris Flood 

6664 NE Liberty Rd.
Weir, KS • 66781
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be one of his teachers, because he 
thought he would have an easy year.  
Later he complained that it was the 
toughest year he had at St. Mary’s!”  
The Nuns were in the Church. Vickie 
Waltrip (’67) remembered, “I went  
to 6:00am Mass with my Dad before 
school and the Sisters would be sit-
ting in the front two or three rows of 
pews on the right side.  I can still see 
them and feel their presence.  It was a 
very reverent sight to see them sitting 
there quietly with the low lights and lit 
candles.”  The Nuns were in the com-
munity.  Ethel (Sullivan) Brown (’41) 
recalled, “Sister de Chantal rode a 
bicycle with her veils flying out around 
her.  She would take us to Lincoln Park 
in the fall before the Church bazaar, to 
gather fall leaves.”    The Nuns were 
in our families.  Dorothy (Spangler) 
Hoff (’41) had several cousins who 
taught at St. Mary’s, including Sister 
Flavia, Sister Felicia, Sister Theodora 
and Sister Theresa Marie.  The sisters 
were our teachers, our family and our 
friends.  

In the late 1940’s, the tradition 
of singing to the Nuns began.  Jim 
Russian (’42) recalled that in the early 
days, the Sisters were unable to attend 
night time activities, including football 
games.  “They would have no idea 

if we had won a game or not, so we 
started going to the convent if we had 
won a game and singing ‘Good Night 
Irene.’  It was a popular song at the 

time.”  Jim added that some nights the 
Nuns were already in bed and would 
not come outside, so on “those nights 
they would flip their light switch.”  
As the years passed, the singing to 
the Nuns grew into a larger event that 
continues today.  After the singing of 
“Good Night Irene”, the Church bells 
ring out as the football team, cheer-
leaders, pep club, student body and 
parents hustle into the Church.   With 
the football team kneeling at the altar, a 
senior captain asks all to join in prayer 
with these words: “Let’s pray three 
Our Fathers, three Hail Mary’s and a 
Glory Be.  For a hard fought victory, 
no serious injuries and a chance to 
play Colgan Football.”  The Church is 

then filled with singing as players and 
student body sing “We Love You God, 
Oh Yes, We do, We Love you God 
and We’ll be true.”  This is followed 
by verses to the coaches, boys, girls, 
priests and seniors.   Then, one of the 
girls starts the final song, and all join in 
with, “Colgan High, oh Colgan High, 
Let us show you how we feel, you have 
given us your spirit, we love you so.”  
One of the priests then gives a final 
blessing, followed by a hearty “Thank 
you Father,” by all.    

In September, 2008, after a foot-
ball victory the last three Nuns, Sister 
Patrice, Sister Charlotte and Sister 
Paula Marie, were serenaded on the 
convent steps.  But the tradition does 
not end there.    “One of the football 
players asked if they could call the 
Nuns in Wichita and sing to them. “  John 
Kraus, President of Schools reported.  
“They just don’t want to give up that 
connection.  I think there will always 
be that connection.”   The team and 
student body still gather on the con-
vent steps and sing.  Whether there is a 
phone call involved, or the presence of 
the local Hispanic Nuns, the kids sing 
and then go to the Church and pray.   
And so, the tradition has changed, but 
it has remained the same. † 

Sisters continued from page 1

Challenges continued from page 1

graduation, know and live a steward-
ship way of life, know that God calls 
them each-individually-to share their 
gifts and talents with the world for His 
glory.  

Our alums help insure our success 
through prayers, through giving time 
and talent to our school, and through 
financial support.   Several graduates 
now work on our campus as teach-
ers and coaches and volunteers and 
dozens give financially to the school 
each year.  Thank you to 85 donors 
who helped create our new school 
endowment and pushed giving past  

$120,000.  Thank you to 44 donors 
who gave to our statue fund honoring 
the Sisters of St. Joseph (read more 
about this in the Newsletter).  Thank 
you most especially for those who 
remember our students and schools in 
daily prayer—your prayers are joined 
with the prayers and work of our 
parishioners who sacrifice much so 
that our schools thrive.    

I invite all our alums to read a letter 
recently posted on our school website, 
www.SMCSchools.com. The letter, 
written by our pastor, Fr. Tom Stroot, 
illustrates changes being made on our 

campus in the near future in order to 
meet our goals for the next generation 
of SMC students.  The letter, mostly 
financial in topic, addresses our top tier 
programs, outstanding facilities, fund-
ing model, and dedicated teachers and 
parishioners.  The letter also outlines 
financial challenges and changes being 
made to meet these challenges.  God 
certainly does bless our schools and 
on behalf of our students and faculty, 
thank you for all you do to bless our 
schools and have a Happy 2011.† 
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New Business Class Offered At SMC

Thank You Donors
Through the generosity of anonymous donors, the 

priests at Our Lady of Lourdes have been blessed with 
a new Rectory.  In November the priests moved into the 
new Rectory which was built on the same site as the 
former Rectory.  The limestone, one story structure,  is 
a beautiful compliment to the Church.†  

St. Mary’s Colgan High School 
is offering a Principles of Marketing 
class where enrolled students operate 
two separate businesses. The busi-
nesses are: Colgan Inc. and SEK 
Productions, Inc. Student’s in this 
class learn every aspect of the busi-
ness world.

The businesses profit will 
go towards funding the school’s 
Technology Department.

The products include:
•	 Blue Coffee Mugs $4
•	 20 oz. Root Beer Mugs $8
•	 16 oz. Glasses $6
•	 Wrist Bands (Blue Or White) $3
•	 Wooden Pens with Cases $5
•	 License Plates $10 
•	 Blue Lanyards “Colgan Panthers” 

with Panther Head Logo $6

Please consider including Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
and St. Mary’s Colgan Schools in your will or estate 
planning.  For more information, please contact John 
Kraus, President of Schools at 620-231-2135 or
Kraus@SMCSchools.org

Watch for more information coming soon about the 
St. Mary’s Colgan All School Reunion. June 10-12, 2011

*All products except wristbands and lanyards can be customized for an additional cost.
*Most Products Are Etched With The Technology Department’s Laser Etching Machine.

If you are interested in purchasing any of the products, please contact the SMC High School office at 620-231-4690.
Displays of all products are set up in both the high school and elementary offices. Thank you.

3 Logos to Choose From


