
April 2010 Vol. 9, No. 1

Father Tom 2
Watt honored 2
State champions 2
Alums answer the call 3 
Looking Back 4-5 
Religious youth groups 7
Normand authors book 8
Alumni news 8

Serving others

Unsure exactly why, Mark Dellasega felt a strong calling 
to serve in the wake of  the Haiti earthquake on January 
12, 2010. Other doctors he’s known had volunteered for 

medical missions, but because he’s a gastroenterologist, he didn’t 
believe he could be of  much service in such trauma situations.

“This time, it was different. You get a call to go. I don’t know 
where that comes from,” said Dellasega, a 1968 Colgan graduate 
who has lived and worked in Greenville, North Carolina, since 
1982. “I felt I should be there – an overwhelming sense I needed 
to be there.”

A combination of  events led Dellasega to answer the call. 
First, his parish, St. Peter Church, was intimately familiar with 
the work of  Father Rick Frechette, who doubles as a medical 
doctor and built a 120-bed hospital and an orphanage in Haiti. 
Parishioners have financially supported Fr. Frechette’s work for 
years. Secondly, a urologist from the parish decided to volun-
teer his services and asked Mark and a few others to join him. 
Mark didn’t hesitate. In all, nine doctors and two nurses from 
Greenville departed on January 29 and spent a week delivering 
services at Fr. Frechette’s hospital.

“It turned out to be a great place to deliver care. It was 
actually very functional,” Dellasega said of  the hospital, where 
two operating rooms were in use nonstop, mostly for repairing 
and fixing bones. He did some internal medicine consulting on 

Dellasega experiences life-changing events  
delivering medical care following earthquake

Stewardship is the mar-
row in the bones of  

St. Mary’s Colgan Schools. 
Without the tithing and gen-
erous support of  parishio-
ners, school families, alumni, 
and friends, our schools 
simply would cease to be. 
Stewardship is the lesson of  
the stories many alums tell of  how, though 
they grew up in a low-income family whose 
financial straits were dire, they could still 
attend SMC. 

They could attend because the school 

bills were paid by the hundreds of  fami-
lies that gave what they could – not great 
amounts more often than not, but sacrificing 
so that our schools could be Catholic, uni-
versal, open to all parishioners. Our charge 
today is for current students to appreciate 
these ongoing sacrifices so that they will pass 
on this most important tradition. 

Stewardship cannot be taught only in 
Religion class. It must be a pervading topic 
and lifestyle, into every classroom, subject, 
and event. It must affect how we grow as a 
school, what subjects we teach, how we  

John Kraus

Our students are ‘getting it’

A man whom Mark 
Dellasega treated, above, 
was resigned to the fact he  
would have to go home to 
die from the cancer that 
had spread throughout 
his body. Treatment for 
cancer and other diseases 
was rare in Haiti even 
before the earthquake. At 
left, Dellasega discusses 
options with a patient.

See "Serving" page 6

See "Students" page 8
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When Jesus said: “Come follow me,“ he was inviting us to 
become His disciples. The key word is “inviting.” It is an 

invitation to be a person who is marked by charity and humility. 
We hear these words so many times that we may think they are 

simply pious words that a priest must use.  In reality, they are at the 
heart and core of  a disciple. A person who lives a life of  charity 
will be a good steward using the gifts of  time, talent, and treasure 
for the good of  his/her family, the Church, and society. 

And a life of  charity (stewardship) brings about an attitude of  
gratitude and a spirit of  humility. Humility is not a bowing down 
but a posture of  gratitude because the person understands and 
knows that all is gift from God.  

We believe that many of  our students, par-
ents, faculty, and staff  have taken this to heart as 
they recognize how blessed we are with the faith, 
facilities, and people we have in our community. 
Our children are taught a stewardship way of  life 
and are expected to demonstrate that way of  life 
through their many deeds of  service to school, 
church, and community. ■Fr. Tom Stroot

We are called to charity and humility

"When a coach wins an award, it's a direct reflection of  his players.  
The kids deserve the accolades more than I do."

Watt named Midwest Coach of the Year

For a high school coach to average a state championship every 
other year, he must be blessed with a lot of  talented players, but he 
also must be a great coach.

Mike Watt has enjoyed that unique blend during his 25 years 
at the helm of  the St. Mary’s Colgan baseball program, and he 
was recently recognized as the National Federation Coaches 
Association Section 5 (Midwest) Baseball Coach of  the Year. The 
Midwest region is composed of  Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, 

Nebraska, North Dakota, and South 
Dakota.

In search of  his 12th state title 
this spring, Watt was honored by the 
Kansas State High School Activities 
Association for the award, and SMC 
Principal Tom Gorman recognized Watt 
for his tireless efforts as a coach and physical education 

teacher during halftime of  a boys 
basketball game in February.

In an interview with The 
Morning Sun in March, Watt credited his 
assistant coaches (currently Kyle Wolf  and 
Luke Wachter) and players for their contribu-
tions to the program.

“When a coach wins an award, it’s a direct 
reflection of  his players,” Watt said. “The 
kids deserve the accolades more than I do. 
It’s their hard work and their dedication that 
makes us go.”

Through 24 seasons, Watt has compiled 
a 453-100 record including the past six Class 
2-1A state championships. A 1978 SMC 
graduate, Watt was a four-year baseball letter-
man at the University of  Kansas and has his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from PSU. 
Congratulations, Coach Watt!

2009 2-1A State Baseball Champions -  Front Row: Jack Villamaria, Aaron Snow, Tyler Jeck, Stu 
Jeck, Nick Whetzell, D.J. Russian, Dylan Mjelde and Chris Smith. Back row: Student manager - 
Cruise Main, Head Coach- MIke Watt, Sam Gilbert, Larry Seward, Aaron Flood, Joe Saia, Nate 
Arnold, Jesse Watt, Tyler Dawson, Jesse Newcomb, Blaise Main, Danny Villamaria, Ryan Russian, 
Drew Gill, Assistant Coach- Kyle Wolf and Assistant Coach Luke Wachter.

The 2009 boys golf  team captured the Class 2A state title in record fashion, finishing 10 
strokes ahead of  runner-up Wakeeney-Trego Community at Salina Municipal Golf  Course 
last May. All six members of  the SMC squad medaled by finishing in the top 20, includ-
ing Senior Charlie Sloan, whose 79 earned him fifth place overall. Other state medalists 
included Kelly Thompson, Will Hudson, Anthony Ison, Thomas VanBecelaere, and Chas 
Smith. It was the school’s second state championship under Head Coach Ed Martin. 

Highlights from the year included the first 18-hole under-par round in school history 
when Sloan recorded a two-under 70 at Peoria Ridge in Miami, Oklahoma. The team shot a 
school-record 312 to capture the CNC League title.

Mike Watt 2010 (above) and 
1993 (below)

2009 Class 2A state champions, from left, 
Anthony Ison, Coach Ed Martin, Chas Smith, 
Adam Barnes, Charlie Sloan, Kelly Thompson, 
Will Hudson, Asst. Coach Dan McNally, Thomas 
VanBecelaere, and Asst. Coach Chuck Smith.

Golfers turn in record performances en route to state title



1937 Helen (Radell) Neary (deceased) 
41 Ethel (Sullivan) Brown 
41 Robert Gerant 
41 Thomas O'Connell 
44 Hazel (Monsour) Peak 
44 Donna (Holland) Jeler 
46 Mary (McNally) Aubert 
48 Jim Scalet 
49 Gene Fields (deceased) 
50 Kathryn (Bettega) Arthur 
51 Lois (Oberley) Flinn 
51 Cecelia (Radell) Hunt 
51 Jeanne (Krumsick) Miller 
52 Robert Brown 
52 Jim Buche 
52 Theodore Condos 
52 James Dunlap 
52 Mary (Stahl) Olson 
53 Virginia (Warmbrodt) Freeman 
53 Shirley (Thomas) Hickman 
53 Patricia (Smith) Rochon 
53 Arthur Scavezze 
53 Patty (Frakes) Wilder 
56 Sister Ann (Margaret Ann) Meyer 
57 Donna (Holland) Jeler 
57 Carol Sue (Brown) Kruise 
58 Andrew Johnson 
59 Susan (Simoncic) Blick 
59 Rosemary (Colborn) Dock 
59 Carole (Buset) Fears 
59 JoMarie (Burgar) Golob 
59 Mike Quinn 
59 Bill Scavezze 
59 Eileen (McNally) Swearingen 
60 Sandra (Mobley) Nixon 
61 Barbara (Dixon) Reda  
61 Norberta (Wachter) Schoene 
61 Mary Anne Vietti 
62 Frank & Bobbye (Herman) Cukati 
62 Jim & Rose (Castagno) 
63 Dan Buche 
65 Mike Torchia  
66 Dianne (Reilly) Creel 
66 Bill George 

66 Theresa (Brown) Hubbard 
67 Karen (Bourne) Hammell 
68 Mark & '70 Margie (Wilbert) Dellasega 
68 Susan (Coury) Rogers 
69 Cathleen (Collar) Gladfelter 
69 Marilyn (Montemurro) Nelson 
69 Bob O'Block 
70  Gary Brewer 
70 Bob Keller 
70 Thomas Murry 
72 Carla (Slattery) Moore 
73 Ken Dayton 
73 Theresa (Keller) Swink 
74 Michele (Knoeber) Dausman 
74 Lee Ann (Payne) Yartz 
75 Steve George 
75 Pam (Webber) Harden 
79 Joe & ‘77 Janice (Wilbert) Dellasega 
82 Greg Wente 
84 Bridget Campion 
84 Todd McGeorge 
84 Chuck Schrickel 
84 Julie (Forbes) Story 
87 Matt Farrell 
87 Eddie Lomshek 
88 John Patterson 
89 Krista (Dean) Murry 
89 Scott VanBecelaere 
90 George Yaghmour 
92 Mike Keegan 
93 Jason Marietta 
93 Paul Martin 
93 Joel & Ami (Rose) VanBecelaere 
94 Tyler Nelson 
98 Johnna (Pesavento) Schremmer 
00 Niki (Schiefelbein) Jordan 
01 Christi (Garrison) Adams 
01 Janele Huelat 
01 Kelley Smith 
06 Ashley Minton 
07 Rita Howayek 
 Nate Clevenger, former teacher 
 Marcel Normand, former teacher 

Thank you to our alumni representing every decade 
for your generous support of  last year’s Alumni Appeal. 
Through the appeal, donations were made toward technology, 
facilities, and curriculum, and an automatic defibrillator was 
purchased. Additionally, gifts were made to benefit the youth 
group fund, the Memorial Fund, and the newly formed 

School Endowment. We are pleased to state the Endowment 
Challenge continues through this May, with donations being 
matched 50%. Thank you to the following alums who 
responded to our first Alumni Appeal. The 2010 appeal 
letters will be mailed in late April. For questions regarding 
the appeal, e-mail John Kraus, kraus@smcschools.org.

Your response to Alumni Appeal is appreciated
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Adam Duncan continued both his academics and ath-
letic prowess into college. He received a baseball scholarship to 
Rockhurst University in Kansas City and played ball for four years 
before graduating with a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing. 

Adam lives in Pompano Beach in the Southeast region of  
Florida. He works for Tubelite. Adam explained, “We distribute 
different products for the sign, screen printing, and grand format 
digital printing industries.” Adam is a territory sales manager in 
charge of  the tri-county area of  Dade, Broward, and West Palm 
Beach. Adam also recently passed the Series 3 exam and received 
his license to sell and trade commodities. He sells and trades for the 
investment firm MB Wealth.

While in high school, Adam enjoyed playing sports because of  
the time spent with friends. “We won a lot, so that made it easier 
to enjoy,” he said. But the most important attributes Adam took 
away from SMC had to do with life skills and management. “I think 
that learning to balance the heavy workload of  the classroom that 
St. Mary’s Colgan is known for along with being involved in sports 
helped me the most in what I am currently doing. It taught me 
great organizational and multi-task skills that I use every day in the 
fast-paced working environment. Also, having the greatest teachers 
and coaches to help along the way didn’t hurt either!” ■

Matt Mayerske started his college career thinking he would 
become an accountant but, instead, 12 years later graduated as a 
veterinarian. For two and a half  years Matt was an Accounting 
major at Pittsburg State University, but after taking a job with 
a local veterinarian realized that a career with animals was what 
he wanted. Matt graduated from PSU in 1995 with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Biology with a pre-vet emphasis and minors in Chemistry, 
Physical Science, and Accounting. 

After several years of  applying, Matt was accepted to the 
College of  Veterinary Medicine at Kansas State University in 1997. 
At that time, his brother Mark (1987), who is a Naval Aviator and 
currently a Commander and Commanding Officer of  a Squadron 
at Tinker Air Force Base, convinced his younger brother to become 
a military veterinarian. So, Matt joined the Army Reserves. In 2002, 
when Matt graduated as a Doctor of  Veterinary Medicine from 
K-State, he had the Army Veterinary Corps waiting for him.

Matt completed the Officer Basic Course in San Antonio, 
in October 2002. “I attended with fellow officers comprised 
of  Physicians, Nurses, Dentists, PhDs, dieticians, PAs, and 
Veterinarians making up the Army Medical Department,” Matt said. 
Matt was active duty from October 2002 to July 2005, and his chief  
patients were government-owned military working dogs, mounted 
patrol (equine), and privately owned pets that belonged to active 

duty members and retirees.
Matt returned to civilian life as a relief  veterinarian at Oxford 

Animal Hospital in Overland Park, in July 2005. For the past 
four-and-a-half  years he has been with the Prairie Village Animal 
Hospital (PVAH) and lives in Olathe. After eight years of  practice, 
though, he is not just content with being an associate veterinarian. 
He said he would like to one day open his own practice.  

Matt’s favorite extracurricular activities in high school were 
football with Coach Smith, and track. “It taught healthy competi-
tion and pushed one’s self  along with the great sense of  team-
work.” Matt also said that the preparation from teacher Marcel 
Normand was very important in his life. “I would like to bring 
attention to Mr. Marcel Normand for preparing me for what I do 
daily and for what I’ve become. He taught us so much when we 
were in class and truly is a great man.” ■

Jo Wachter received her Bachelor’s Degree in Biology 
Education from Pittsburg State University and is starting on her 
Master’s this summer. After Jo’s graduation from Pitt State she took 
a job at JC Harmon High School in Kansas City, Kansas. This is 
her 26th year at JC Harmon. Currently, Jo is teaching Anatomy and 
Physiology to juniors and seniors as well as freshman Biology. Jo 
says, “After coaching the volleyball, basketball, and track teams for 
years, I have trimmed it down to the girl’s track and jump coach.” 
Some of  Jo’s first coaching experience came in the Colgan gym as 
she recalled coaching girls basketball while in college and assisting 
Ed Martin in volleyball. Jo is also the scheduler for their SLC (Small 
Learning Community) and takes care of  textbooks for her building.

Jo enjoyed many extracurricular activities and sports in high 
school because of  the camaraderie and competition they provided. 
Colgan High School helped prepare Jo for a teaching career. “I love 
teaching, but it’s all the other stuff  involved in the job (forms to fill 
out, ISS lists, metal detector duty, tardy duty, team plan, etc.) that 
you have to force yourself  to do. The regular high expectations, 
doing things right the first time, and meeting your deadline that a 
Catholic school embeds in you helps with that part of  the job. The 
second part that I took away from my education that has helped me 
as a teacher is that everyone has a story and we need to have the 
patience to listen to them.”

Tom Compton continued his education at Kansas State 
College of  Pittsburg (Pitt State). Tom received a Bachelor’s degree 
in History Education in 1973. Tom’s teaching career began in 
Neosho, Missouri, where he taught high school history from 
1975-1977. A temporary leave from teaching saw Tom working at 
Moore’s Furniture in Frontenac from 1977-1983. But education was 

Looking Back ...
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not far from his mind as he returned to PSU to earn his Master’s in 
History in 1977. 

In 1983, Tom returned to the halls of  St. Mary’s and became 
the eighth grade homeroom teacher and taught a variety of  junior 
high classes. As happens many times, coaching duties were added 
to his teaching load. For 19 years Tom ran the junior high basket-
ball program and coached both boys and girls for the first six years. 
Tom recalled, “My last seventh grade team was the group of  boys 
that will graduate this year.” 

In the fall of  1990, Tom 
began teaching at Colgan High 
School. He also returned to 
PSU and received a Master’s in 
Secondary School Counseling 
in 1991. Currently, Tom teaches 
Cultural Geography, World 
History, and Psychology. His 
counseling duties include 
personal, academic, college, 

and career counseling. In addition, Tom is the building level 
PowerSchool administrator for both the grade school and high 
school. 

In May of  1972, Tom married Sharon Hines. Tom and Sharon 
have two daughters, both graduates of  SMC: Tonya Harris (1991) 
and Cara Brooks (1992). They also have four grandchildren.

Tom says, “The ability to grow in faith in a way that would not 
have been possible elsewhere has aided me in my roles of  husband, 
father, grandfather, and teacher. I was fortunate to have people like 
Alice Simoncic, Sr. Rosemary, Sr. Mary Patrick, Pat Forbes, Frank 
Crespino, and Fr. Joe Gorentz as role models and mentors. I owe a 
tremendous debt of  gratitude to the Sisters of  St. Joseph.” ■

Bob Fleming continued his education at Kansas State College 
of  Pittsburg (Pitt State), graduating in 1964 with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration.  The following six months 
were spent in active duty serving in the United States Air Force 
Reserves.  The fall of  1965 found Bob in Topeka enrolled in the 
Washburn University Law School.  Bob graduated law school and 
was awarded a Juris Doctorate in 1968.   

Bob began his law career in Pittsburg with fellow alum JB 
Towner (1949) and in 1980 merged with another firm to create the 
firm Wilbert and Towner, which included alum AJ Wachter (1961).  
After 28 years, Bob left the firm in 1996 when he was appointed 
as a judge of  the District Court of  the Eleventh Judicial District, 
Division 3.  Judge Fleming continues to serve as a District Court 
Judge and sits in Parsons in Labette County.

In 1972, Bob married Peggy Fry.  They have four children, all 
graduates of  SMC: Kyle (1991), Mike (1993), Maggie (1996), and 
Joe (1997).  They also have seven grandchildren.  Peggy teaches 

fifth grade at St Mary’s Elementary.  Bob and Peggy reside about 
six miles south of  Pittsburg.  

Bob recalled that while he played football, basketball, and 
baseball, he enjoyed football the most.  Bob stated that, “Success 
in athletics is probably more the result of  preparation than natural 
ability.”  St. Mary’s helped prepare Bob in many ways.  “As I recall, 
we had a significant amount of  homework, which requires self-
discipline and self-motivation.  My current position requires me to 
listen to evidence, decide facts, research the law, and apply the law 
to the facts and make informed decisions.  I think the hard work 
and self-motivation I experienced in high school has benefited me 
in everything I have done since then.” ■

Bob Wilbert’s college experience was not the traditional four 
years post high school. Rockhurst College offered Bob a football 
scholarship. Unfortunately, Rockhurst dropped the football pro-
gram, but honored the scholarship for his freshman year. The fol-
lowing year, 1951-1952, Bob returned to Pittsburg to attend Kansas 
State Teachers College of  Pittsburg (Pitt State). Bob chose to 
pursue a career in engineering, which led him to the University of  
Kansas. However, the draft stepped in and Bob spent 1953-1955 in 
the United States Army. 

Shortly after his discharge, in August of  1955, Bob married 
Billie Johnson. The newlyweds returned to Lawrence for Bob to 
complete his degree. Bob received his Bachelor of  Science in Civil 
Engineering from KU with the class of  1957.

Also in 1957, Bob began a career with the Missouri Highway 
Department that spanned 38 years. The growing Wilbert family 
spent 1957-1968 in Joplin, then one year in Kansas City, followed 
by two and a half  years in Jefferson City. Finally, they were trans-
ferred back to Joplin and made their home in Webb City. Bob 
became the Head District Materials Engineer. He held this position 
until his retirement in August of  1995.

Bob and Billie have been blessed with four children and nine 
grandchildren. Two of  their daughters, Patti and Linda, live in 
Arizona with their families, while son Alan and youngest daughter 
Kathy live in the Carl Junction and Joplin areas.

Bob’s loyalty to the nation’s highways continued after retire-
ment as he and Billie have traveled to the 48 contiguous states, all 
by car. Retirement has also meant a renewal with St. Mary’s Colgan 
sports. In 2001, Bob and Billie became devoted fans of  the Colgan 
High and Junior High athletics as they follow their great nieces and 
nephews. They are regular fans at most football, basketball, base-
ball, and softball games and enjoy them all.

Bob recalled that during his days at St. Mary’s, he was very 
influenced by the Sisters of  St. Joseph. He enjoyed playing football 
and basketball, but it was the spiritual formation that most pre-
pared him for parenthood and how to deal with people. ■

... 50 years

... 60 years

If  you graduated from SMC in 1951, '61, '71, '81, '91, or 2001 and 
would like to be featured in the "Looking Back" section, or if  you want to 
suggest a classmate to be featured, contact Chris Flood at ctflood@ckt.net 

or 6664 NE Liberty Road, Weir, KS 66781.
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patients when he manned the emergency 
room for a couple shifts, but mostly he 
handled post-operative care, both in the 
hospital and outside of  it in a medical tent 
city for overflow patients.

After beginning each day with Mass at 
7 a.m., the volunteers got their assignments 
and worked well into the night delivering 
care and treatment. Maintaining strength 
and focus was not a problem. “It’s a high-
energy setting and a lot of  high-energy 
people there, so it’s easy to tap into that,” 
Dellasega said. “There was a lot of  excite-
ment. It’s medicine delivered at the most 
basic level. It’s kind of  exhilarating in some 
respects.”

He added that the Haitian people moti-
vated the medical staff. “They are so loving 
and grateful and thoughtful to anybody. 
They are an incredible group of  people. 
They are very easy to bond with, even with 
the language barrier.”

Living in one of  the poorest countries 
in the world, Haitians have always been in 
survival mode, and their strength and resil-
iency didn’t escape Dellasega. “They came 
out of  surgery, and you might give them a 
Tylenol or an ibuprofen for pain. Someone 
might have an amputation and get Tylenol 
every six hours and be fine and not com-
plain.”

Perhaps the saddest part of  the devasta-
tion that left about 300,000 dead was the 
loss of  more than 100 priests, 100 seminar-
ians, and the archbishop in a country where 
approximately 85 percent of  the population 

is Catholic.
“It was a huge blow to the Church, and 

they’re still kind of  reeling,” Dellasega said. 
“The Catholic Church didn’t have its nor-
mal front-and-center role in helping with 
the recovery.”

Attempting to fill the gap is a tireless 
bunch of  faith-filled leaders such as Fr. 
Frechette. “He’s as close to a saint as any-
one I’ve known,” Dellasega said. “He’s so 
dedicated. He’s taking care of  patients one 
minute; he’s saying Mass the next. He’s out 
loading water on trucks. He’s out burying 
the unclaimed dead, which is what he’s 
done every Thursday for years. He goes 
down to the morgue and loads bodies into 
body bags and coffins and gives them a 
Catholic burial.”

After his week of  service, Dellasega 
boarded a plane and enjoyed his first glass 
of  cold water since leaving the United 
States. “What this experience gave me is an 
appreciation for the small things we forget 
about in this country. These people make 
do with so little. They eat a meal once a day, 
maybe once every other day. And we have 
such wealth. We need to be responsible 
with what we have, and we need to share.”

Now that he’s back home, the urge 
to serve is even greater. “I will probably 
go back. If  I get the opportunity, I’ll go 
back and probably take my wife,” Marjorie 
(Wilbert, Class of  ’69).

In the meantime, Haitians continue to 
die, mainly from diseases that are spread-
ing in the wake of  the devastation. The 

initial influx of  volunteers was waning 
when Dellasega’s group left. “You say, ‘who 
is going to take care of  all these patients 
now?’ You hope people continue to come 
to help.” ■

– Tom Farmer

How can you help?
Anyone desiring to help and serve 

the Haitian people may do so in vari-
ous ways, Dellasega says. “First, people 
need to pray. They need our prayers 
more than anything else. If  you have a 
little cash to spare, that wouldn’t hurt. 
And then the third thing, if  you feel 
moved to go, no matter what your abil-
ities are, they can be used there.”

Dellasega recommends send-
ing donations directly to his parish’s 
“Fr. Rick Fund” because there are no 
administrative expenses and the dona-
tions are tax deductible. Send donations 
to: St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 2700 
E. 4th St., Greenville, NC 27858, Attn:  
Fr. Rick’s Fund ■

Serving Continued from page 1

Fr. Rick, left, and Mark Dellasega

Graves for mass burial with makeshift coffins were a com-
mon sight in the weeks following the earthquake. At right, 
Dellasega attends Mass with Haitians and other relief workers.
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The last couple of  years, the high school and junior high of  Our Lady of  Lourdes parish and St. Mary’s Colgan have had 
many opportunities to further their faith and religious knowledge. Every Wednesday from 8:00-9:00pm, the high school youth can 
be found on the SMC campus engaged in Religious activities. Each Wednesday of  the month has a different format and focus to 
further engage and educate the youth. On Thursday evenings, the boys of  Knights of  Our Lady pray the rosary and the girls of  
GRACE pray the divine mercy chaplet. Many other opportunities are being provided throughout the year to further the spiritual 

growth of  the youth. A Religious retreat for each grade has been added to the high school curriculum. Each January a group travels 
to Washington, DC for the March for Life; last year was the inauguration of  a Spring Break Mission Trip to West Virginia and 
each summer students have the opportunity to attend the summer youth conference, Steubenville South in Alexandria, Louisiana. 

The spiritual growth of  the youth has been a tremendous asset to the parish.

Youth Unified in Faith
Religious youth groups serve others and savor experiences

Above, SMC youth join with high school youth across the coun-
try at the Steubenville South youth conference in Alexandria, 
Louisiana.

Below, SMC students 
and sponsors this spring 

joined with a group from 
Bishop Miege in Kansas 

City for the second straight 
year on a Mission trip to 

West Virginia, where they 
worked on homes and 

developed relationships 
and lasting memories.

SMC Elementary teachers, 
below, took the grand prize 
with their performance
of Thriller during the SMC 
Best Dance Crew. This event 
was held in early January 
with performances by the 
elementary and high school
teachers, as well as high 
school and junior high stu-
dents. The amount of prepa-
ration was obvious as the 
crowd that filled the
Fieldhouse was entertained.  
This fundraiser for the 
Religious Youth pro-
grams raised 
$3,500.  

Steve Stockard (1988) and Lori Fleming, 
members of the Team Jesus Band, sing with 
the youth in the Upper Room.

High School youth 
prepare to listen 

to a presentation 
during Team 

Jesus.

High School 
students sing 
with the junior 
high Young 
Apostles.
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Marcel Normand, former instructor at St. 
Mary’s-Colgan High School, recently published a 
biography about a priest who changed his life.  The 
book, Father John Reinkemeyer: God’s Humble 
Servant, tells the story of  this uncommon priest who 
loved farming, but God had other plans.

Normand met Fr. John in 1964 when he 
pastored St. Joseph’s at Arma. The meeting was 
arranged by Normand’s lifelong friend, Joe Gorentz 
of  Arma, later to become a priest. He and his family 
took instructions, converted to the church, and mod-
eled their lives in its truths.

Fr. John left Arma in 1966 but continued to send 
weekly bulletins to Normand over a 40-year period, 

along with personal notes in the margins. These 
became the foundation for Normand’s biography.

Fr. John, now 88, is associate pastor with Fr. Sam 
Pinkerton at Garden Plain, Kansas, where he says 
Mass daily. “He’s a frugal old German,” Normand 
said, “who recycled before anyone heard the word, 
collected truck loads of  food and clothing for 
Mexican poor, and literally built St. Joseph’s Church 
at Arma with his parishioners. I’ve never known any-
one like him!”

The book is available for $12, plus .88 cents tax 
and $4 shipping. Send orders to Marcel Normand 
at P.O. Box 617, Arma, KS 66712, or contact him at 
620-347-8563 or mhnormand@ckt.net.

Normand authors biography about priest who changed his life

Class of 1985 reunion
The Class of  1985 will have its 25th class reunion 

July 2-3, 2010. More information will be coming soon. 
For details, contact Chris Flood at ctflood@cktnet.

Update your contact information
We are updating our SMC alumni database and 

would like to include e-mail addresses. Please send 
your e-mail address to Flood@smcschools.org. Put 
your name and graduation year on the subject line. If  
you would like to update your address or phone num-
ber, please do so. If  you receive your son or daughter's 
newsletter and they no longer live with you, forward us 
their corrected address and e-mail address.

The next all-school reunion
Mark your calendars: The next all-school reunion is 

set for June 10-12, 2011. We hope to see you there!

Alumni news in briefStudents Continued from page 1

compensate employees, even how we 
discipline. A snapshot of  stewardship I 
keep — moving to Pittsburg in the blazing 
hot summer of  2006 and working over the 
course of  five weekends with more than 
100 fathers and sons laying the grass sod 
across this beautiful campus. Generous gifts 
and thousands of  hours of  volunteer labor 
made our new campus, built our schools for 
more than 70 years, and will be our future. 

As you read the stories in this edition 
of  the Alumni newsletter, I hope you are 
proud of  our students and their steward-
ship; believe with me that our students are 
“getting it.” ■

– John Kraus, President of  
Schools/Director of Administration
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