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Dedication for the high school 
Commons addition/office 
renovation took place in mid 

November. This addition has been part of  
the dream for the high school for many 
years, and excitement is building among 
students and faculty to realize the benefits 
this expansion brings. 

The Commons area is a student space 
for gathering, meeting, and dining and will 
be available for student use before, dur-
ing, and after school. Though the space is 
not meant to mirror a college-style student 
center (no ping-pong table, no cappuccino 
bars), the space has comfortable seating 
where students can work on projects, con-
nect to the school LAN, or just hang out. 

The office renovation includes a work 
room for faculty, fireproof  records storage 
area, larger office space, and the addition 
of  an office for the assistant principal and 
athletic director. 

The construction project 
included not only the expansion of  the 
commons area and offices, but also the 
addition of  new electrical and data lines, 
new lockers, a more efficient drop-type 
ceiling, concrete stairs on the east side, 
handicap-accessible bathrooms, a kitchen, 
a conference room, security cameras, and 
even student-use televisions. ■

Students and 
staff benefit 

from addition

The new addition and office renovation 
gives a whole new look to the main 
entrance into the high school. Students 
now gather in an open and inviting 
Commons area brightly lit through a 
skylight. The new office area meets the 
needs of teachers, administrators, staff, 
and students.

The recent changes at St. Mary’s Colgan 
incorporate much more than just facilities. 

One recent change is the model of  administra-
tion; our schools now have two principals – Mike 
Martin for preschool-6th and Tom Gorman 
for 7th-12th – and a President of  School, John 
Kraus, who also serves as the parish Director of  
Administration. 

This president-principal model is becom-

ing the standard in Catholic 
schools throughout the U.S. In 
this model, the principal’s role 
focuses on hiring and super-
vising teachers; increasing the 
number of  classroom observa-
tions; directing results-based 
staff  development; planning 

Role of the President of Schools/Director 
of Administration comes into focus

John Kraus
See Role, page 3
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Q: Briefly recap your education and previous experience.
A: I received my BA and MA from Benedictine College. I 
have completed the coursework for my Ed.D in Educational 
Administration, and I am currently working (in my spare time) 
on my doctoral dissertation. I served as the associate princi-
pal of  Bishop Carroll High School in Wichita, principal of  St. 
Peter’s Catholic School in Kansas City, and principal of  St. Mary’s 
Elementary in Fort Scott. I began my career as a high school social 
studies teacher at Maur Hill in Atchison. 

* * *
Q: What intrigued you most about SMC before you applied for the principal’s 
position?
A: I grew up in Fort Scott, so I 
have always been aware of  the 
reputation of  St. Mary’s Colgan. 
I had hoped that some day I 
would have the opportunity to 
come to Pittsburg and work at 
St. Mary’s. One of  the reasons I 
accepted the position at Bishop 
Carroll was to reconnect with 
Catholic secondary education in 
case the opportunity to work at 
Colgan would arise. I felt blessed 
when the opportunity presented 
itself, and I feel very blessed to 
be here. 

* * *
Q: Why did you want the SMC 
principal’s position?
A: I thought this would be a 
great place to raise my family and 
would allow them to benefit from a strong Catholic community. 
I also thought that SMC would provide me with the opportunity 
to grow as a professional and to serve the students and the par-
ish. Finally, I felt that my background and educational training in 
Catholic schools would allow me to have the opportunity to impact 
the students in a positive manner. My goal is to see that all stu-
dents leave St. Mary’s Colgan living and loving their faith and are 
educationally prepared for their future. 

* * *
Q: What characteristics/values do you look for and admire most in people?
A: I admire individuals who are passionate. I like people who 
are not satisfied with the status quo, but always look for ways to 
improve and to grow. I also admire individuals who can appreciate 
the simple things in life. One of  my heroes is Pope John Paul II. 
Pope John Paul looked to our youth to change the Church. He cel-
ebrated their strengths, and he challenged them to be better than 
they believed they could. I would like to do that with our students. 

* * *
Q: What characteristics/values do you attempt to exude and why?
A: That is really tough; I really try to find ways of  serving others 
in my position. I think of  myself  as a teacher and I hope that I 
come across as an educator who is student-focused. 

* * *
Q: What do you expect from SMC students?

A: I expect students to be grateful of  their opportunity and to 
demonstrate that gratitude through their effort. I expect students 
to make mistakes but work to overcome them. I expect students to 
seek to grow in their faith and character and leave with the desire 
to go out and change our community and the world through their 
service. 

* * *
Q: What do you expect from SMC faculty and staff ?
A: I am looking for individuals who are willing to roll up their 
sleeves and work together. At the beginning of  the year we focused 
on the missionary nature of  the work in Catholic schools. I expect 

our faculty to keep that mis-
sion first and foremost in their 
minds and to demonstrate that 
commitment to mission when 
they instruct our students. 

* * *
Q: How can alumni best support 
their alma mater?
A: I think our alumni have 
many opportunities to support 
our school. As members of  our 
parish, the first step is being 
a good steward. I would also 
encourage any alum who has 
felt blessed by their educational 
experience that they received as 
members of  St. Mary’s Colgan 
to contact our schools’ presi-
dent, John Kraus, for details in 
how they can help carry on this 
important mission of  Catholic 

education to the next generation of  children. Tradition plays an 
important role in our parish, and the tradition of  intergenerational 
support has kept this community strong and will lead us to a bright 
future. 

* * *
Q: What are your top three goals as SMC principal and why?
A: I want to celebrate the strengths of  all of  our students. I want 
to help support an atmosphere were students recognize their gifts 
and the gifts of  their peers. I want to enhance our educational pro-
gram ensuring that we meet the needs of  students at all points on 
the spectrum. 

* * *
Q: Why have you chosen to serve as an administrator in Catholic schools 
instead of  public schools?
A: In the Great Commission, Jesus calls on his followers to “Go 
therefore and make disciples of  all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of  the age. Amen.” 
(Matthew 28:18-20) We are all called to spread the good news of  
Christ. For me, I have the opportunity to do that as an educator in 
Catholic schools. I recognize that I will receive more from working 
in a community like St. Mary’s Colgan and Our Lady of  Lourdes 
parish than I could ever hope to pay back. ■

Q&A with new principal Tom Gorman
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Role Continued from page 1
faculty meetings; coordinating programs 
of  assessment, remediation, and enrich-
ment; supervising all extracurricular 
activities; and managing student behav-
ior and academic progress. 

The president’s role ensures per-
sonnel requirements and contracts are 
managed, the campus plant (safety, 
construction, technology, cleanliness) is 
maintained, the mission and Catholicity 
of  the schools are promulgated in all 
activities, the relationships the school 
and parish have with other schools and 
the community are positive, all publica-
tions and materials are consistent with 
the school mission, the long-term development potential is real-
ized, the budgeting process and financial reporting are accurate, the 
long-range plan is properly implemented, the stewardship and min-
istries of  the parish are vibrant, and the pastoral priorities are met. 

“This model is working for our schools and parish,” said Mr. 
Kraus. “It allows our principals to do more of  what they love to do 
in the schools. It allows our pastor and priests to do more of  what 
they love for those they shepherd, and it allows better efficiency to 
accomplish our long-range goals.” ■

Areas of responsibility
Principals President/Director of Administration
• Academic and Student Affairs • Long Range Planning
• Enrichment and Remediation • Fiscal Management
• Admissions • Alumni Affairs
• School Ministry • Recruitment
• Hiring/Supervision of Faculty • Catholic Identity
• Curriculum Advancement • Public Representation
 • Development
 • Facilities and Maintenance
 • Oversight of Principals, with Pastor

Please support our young men who 
are involved in the war in Iraq. 

Sending these young men a letter or card 
would be a great way to say thank you for 
their service. 

• Nick Smith (2001) oversees about 50 
men, many of  whom do not receive much 
mail. You can send a card in care of  Nick 
Smith and make a note for him to forward 
it to one of  his men: 1. Lt. Nick Smith, 3/3 
Kilo Co. 44085, FPO AP 96607-4070.

• Nick Bullard (2006) was deployed 
to Kuwait in early November. He will be 
headed to Iraq in about a month. Please 
send any cards of  letters to his home 
address and they will be forwarded as soon 
as possible. Nick Bullard, 511 E. 21st St., 
Pittsburg, KS 66762.

• If  you know of  other SMC alumni 
who are in the military and would like us to 
publish their addresses, please send them to 
ctflood@ckt.net.

Benelli continues battle  
against Choroideremia

Jeff  Benelli (1984) has completed 
another marathon in his fight to raise 
awareness and money for the cure of  
Choroideremia, the disease that is robbing 
him of  his eyesight. This marathon, in 
The Outer Banks of  North Carolina, was 
held on November 11. Jeff  ran the race in 
3:19:28, which actually qualifies him for the 
Boston Marathon. 

“I’m not seriously considering running 

in Boston, but it’s not completely out of  
the question. If  I thought I could raise a 
lot of  money for Choroideremia or some 
national attention, I’d do it,” Jeff  said. 

Jeff ’s message to classmates and friends 
is, “Pick your cause and be passionate 
about fixing it.” Jeff  thinks everyone should 
decide what causes are important in their 
lives and work to make them better. 

If  you would like to help Jeff  in this 
fight, contact him at jbenelli@everestkc.net 
or send contributions to: Choroideremia 
Research Foundation, Inc., 23 East 
Brundreth Street, Springfield, MA 01109.

Remember the Memorial Fund
The Memorial Fund was established 

in 1973 to provide additional revenue for 
the parish, specifically to offset the grow-
ing expense of  the schools. As the Fund 
subsidizes the difference between the oper-
ating expenses and operating income, its 
long-term success will always depend upon 
annual contributions to increase its princi-
pal. Thanks to the commitment of  donors 
to the Memorial Fund, especially the 394 
who pledged to the Century of  Hope cam-
paign, the balance in the Fund now exceeds 
$5 million.

To support St. Mary’s Colgan Schools, 
please consider contributing to the 
Memorial Fund by donating directly to the 

fund in your end-of-year giving or remem-
bering the Fund in your will or estate plan-
ning. 

Every year in November, parishioners 
and school families are asked to commit to 
a financial tithe of  8-10%, remembering 
SMC in this same percentage during your 
estate planning will ensure a legacy of  faith 
and education for future generations. Please 
consider, as well, contacting Fr. Stroot, 
frstroot@ourladypittsburg.com, or Mr. 
Kraus, kraus@smcschool.org, if  you have 
named SMC, Our Lady of  Lourdes, or the 
Memorial Fund in your will in any amount 
whatsoever, as we would like to extend an 
invitation to you for our legacy club dinner 
this spring. 

Alumni gatherings begin with 
informal reunion in Wichita

“Calling all alumni in the Wichita area.”
In late November, invitations were 

sent to alumni living within 30 miles of  
Wichita to attend an informal reunion. 
This is a time for you to hear about what 
is happening at St. Mary’s Colgan and to 
connect with other graduates of  SMC. The 
gathering was expected to include messages 
from one of  our priests, our President of  
Schools’ “State of  the Schools” address, 
comments from students, and of  course 
refreshments. The event in Wichita is the 
first of  many alumni gatherings being 
planned in various cities. ■

Support your fellow alums in the military
Alumni news in brief



Schirk making a difference with her students

Lynn (Schirk) Gumucio (1997) lives in Springfield, MO, with 
her musician husband Eddie and their 6-year-old daugh-

ter Chloe. Lynn received her BS in Psychology with a minor in 
Communications from Missouri State University. She also received 
an MS in Agency Counseling and she is finishing an MS in School 
Counseling.

Lynn currently works at Hillcrest High School in Springfield. 
She is a counselor for the freshman class, which has more than 300 
students. Additionally, she is the Upward Bound coordinator for 
the school. 

“Upward Bound is a federally funded program through 
Missouri State University that provides services to high school stu-
dents who are either potentially first generation college students, 
academically at-risk, or socio-economically at-risk,” Lynn said. 

In addition, Lynn is the sponsor for the school’s Conflict 
Mediator team, which is a team of  students who train and respond 
to and mediate conflicts among other high school students. She is a 
committee member for Safe and Civil schools.

“This committee meets regularly to address concerns within 
the school regarding student and staff  safety and overall school 
climate,” Lynn said. In addition to the many hats she wears as a 
counselor, Lynn’s primary role is to provide responsive counseling 
services for students experiencing difficulties and crisis. ■

 

Olympics keep life interesting for Farrell

A fter graduating from Colgan in 1987, Matt Farrell went on to 
receive a Bachelor’s degree in Broadcast Journalism from The 

University of  Arkansas in 1992. Matt is currently the Managing 
Director of  Business Development with USA Swimming in 
Colorado Springs.

He is responsible for overseeing the Olympic marketing, events, 
promotions, public relations, magazine, art department, and video 
production. Matt has been involved in the Olympic and entertain-
ment marketing business for about 14 years. 

“I have had the opportunity to work at six Olympic Games,” 
Matt said. “I will be fortunate enough to work in Beijing next sum-
mer at the 2008 Olympic Games, also for the USA swimming.”

Matt and his wife Michelle have been married for almost 12 
years. They have two daughters, Abigail, 8, and Zoe, 4. Michelle is 
very involved in the Colorado Springs community and has started a 
nonprofit organization called Swing High Project, which works to 
build playgrounds that are accessible to children with physical dis-
abilities. ■

Dellasega remains connected to SMC

Janice (Wilbert) Dellasega graduated from Colgan High 
School in 1977. She continued her education at Pittsburg State 

University, graduating with a BS in Education in 1980. Janice taught 
fifth and second grades in Joplin before teaching fourth grade at St. 
Mary’s in 1981-1983. In June of  1982, she married Joe Dellasega 
(1979) and they moved to Kansas City. She taught fourth grade at 
Guardian Angel in Kansas City, MO, and Joe worked for Arthur 
Anderson Accounting.

After the birth of  their first son, Nick, the Dellasegas moved 
back to Pittsburg. Janice spent the next 16 years at home with their 
four children, Nick, Daniel, Abby, and Annie. She began to substi-
tute teach when Annie was in second grade.

In 2007, Janice graduated from PSU with a Masters in 
Education Technology with an emphasis in Library Media. Joe 
is part owner of  US Awards and is a consultant for Millers 
Professional Imaging in Pittsburg, working with the online digital 
photography department called MPix.

Nick graduated from SMC in 2003. He was the starting safety 
for the PSU football team and is graduating in December of  ’07 
with a double major in Accounting and Finance. Nick has accepted 
a position in Kansas City with KPMG Accounting Firm.

Daniel graduated from SMC in 2005. He is a sophomore at 
Kansas State University and a catcher for the Wildcats baseball 
team. Daniel is double majoring in Accounting and Finance. Abby 
graduated from SMC in 2007. She is a freshman at PSU majoring 
in Elementary Education with a minor in Technology Literature. 
Annie is a sophomore at SMC.

Joe and Janice continue to be very active members of  Our 
Lady of  Lourdes parish and St. Mary’s Colgan schools. Joe is the 
leader of  the Pastoral Council. Janice continues to substitute teach 
at SMC and has recently accepted a position as Religious Youth 
Ministry Coordinator for SMC. ■

Waltrips work to keep up with five children

Vickie (Herbeck) Waltrip (1967) married Ken Waltrip in 
1970. Vickie spent the next 19 years as a stay-at-home mom 

and helped guide their five children as each graduated from St. 
Mary’s-Colgan. 

Their oldest son, Jason, graduated SMC in 1989. He is a 
plumber in Kansas City, where he lives with his wife Michelle and 
two daughters. Oldest daughter Stephanie (1991) graduated from 
Pittsburg State University with an education degree. She is mar-
ried to PJ Forbes (1986). They live in Wichita with their four chil-
dren. Stephanie is the Wichita Senior Sales Director for Mary Kay 

Looking Back ...
... 10 years
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If  you graduated from SMC in 1948, '58, '68, '78, '88, or '98 and would like to be 
featured in the "Looking Back" section, or if  you want to suggest a classmate to be featured, 

contact Chris Flood at ctflood@ckt.net or 6664 NE Liberty Road, Weir, KS 66781.

Cosmetics, and PJ is a manager in the Philadelphia Phillies minor 
league system. 

Next oldest is Brad (1994) who also graduated from PSU and 
is currently in EMT training and plans to become a firefighter. 
He has one daughter and lives in Kansas City. Emily (1998) is 
the Waltrip’s fourth child and she is married to Justin Hamilton 
(1999). Emily received her nursing degree from PSU, and is cur-
rently a stay-at-home mom with their two children and another 
baby on the way.

Emily and Justin live in Wichita where Justin works for Spirit 
(formerly Boeing). The youngest Waltrip is Katie (2000). She grad-
uated from PSU with a degree in Family and Consumer Science. 
She and husband Justin Sweezey have a three-month-old daughter 
and live in Pittsburg.

Vickie has worked for the Pittsburg USD 250 Board of  
Education for 14 years. For the past seven years, she has been the 
administrative assistant to the assistant superintendent. Ken is an 
insurance adjuster in Pittsburg. ■

Careers and family lead Jelers across the country

“I attended kindergarten through 12th grade at St. Mary’s and 
treasure the memories with my classmates,” said Donna 

(Holland) Jeler (1957). 
Donna and Frank Jeler were married July 20, 1957. They lived 

in Wichita, KS, where they were employed at Boeing Aircraft. Their 
daughter Cindy was born in December of  1958. They moved to 
Alamogordo, NM, in 1959, and daughter Cheri was born in April 
of  1960. 

Another work transfer saw their growing family move to Yuma, 
AZ, where their son Tony was born in June of  1961. “That was 
another Southwest environment we enjoyed experiencing,” Donna 
said. 

Yet another work transfer took them to Greencastle, PA, in 
1962. It was in 1963 that the family moved back to Pittsburg 
where Frank attended KSTC (now PSU) and graduated with his 
Bachelor’s degree. Also in 1963 daughter Jennifer was born. 

“During our stay in Pittsburg, our children got lots of  loving 
care from my parents,” Donna said. The Jeler family moved to 
northern California in 1966 where Frank worked for Lockheed 
Missiles and Space Company as an engineer.

In 1967, Donna started her career at Home Interiors and Gifts 
as a decorating consultant and manager, retiring in 1992. “During 
those years I enjoyed going to Pittsburg for family visits and school 
reunions,” Donna said. 

Since retiring, Donna has enjoyed tap classes and membership 
in a senior band, as well as joining in volunteer fundraisers and 
musical programs. Donna has taken over the senior band that she 
has been a member of  for 15 years. She became a certified director 

and leads the band in its Wednesday afternoon jam sessions. They 
play a variety of  instruments, performing jazz, western, and swing. 

Frank and Donna celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
in July with a dinner party given by their children. All five of  their 
children are married and they have five grandchildren. “Life has 
been good here in Santa Clara, California, for 40 years. We feel 
blessed with the wonderful love of  our family and friends,” Donna 
said. ■

Esch an award-winning Sonic owner

Pete Esch (1947) resides in Fayetteville, AR. Esch graduated 
from PSU in 1951 with a degree in Business Administration. 

He spent 20 years in the insurance business working for Prudential 
and Equitable of  Iowa. He became a franchisee with Sonic in 1970, 
and after building five restaurants, left the insurance business to 
devote full time to Sonic. 

Esch now owns 62 Sonic restaurants in six states. After 37 
years, he has remained an active part of  the restaurant operation. 
After Pete’s wife Louise passed away, he remarried. He and Shirley 
have been married five years. 

Esch has four daughters and three sons-in-law, all active in 
the Sonic operations. Three of  his daughters live near them in 
the northwest Arkansas area and one lives in Tennessee. Pete and 
Shirley have nine grandchildren. 

Esch has received two top awards from Sonic, the Multi-Unit 
Operator of  the Year award and the Troy Smith Award for his ded-
ication and hard work. In 2003, Pete Esch received the Pittsburg 
State University Alumni Meritorious Achievement Award. ■

... 50 years

... 60 years
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(Editor’s note: The following story originally appeared in the 
November 2, 2007 issue of  the Colgan Chronicles newspaper.)

By Randy Piccini, SMC Junior

For as long as most of  us can remember, regular trips to Hays, 
Manhattan, and Emporia have been the norm. 

While most people travel over Thanksgiving break to celebrate 
turkey day, it is routine for us to not leave town until the day after 
the holiday to hopefully celebrate another state football champion-
ship.

It is also customary to spend the snow days built into our 
schedule at the state basketball tournament rather than actually 
outside playing in the snow. 

Giving 
credit 
where 
credit is 
due, the 
boys at 
Colgan are 
incredibly 
talented 
and work 
hard to 
rightfully 
deserve 
everything they earn.

Recently, however, new faces have been showing up at state 
tournaments – Colgan girls’ teams. Just within the past year, six 
girls’ sports teams have qualified for state competition. 

This season and last, senior Monica Soper has attended the 
state golf  tournament.  Last year’s basketball and softball teams 
and individuals from the track team all competed at state, as did 
the volleyball and cross country teams this year.

Not only have the teams enabled themselves to go, some have 
even made school history. This year’s cross country team was not 
only the first to qualify as a team, but they were also the first to 
win a Class 2A regional championship. 

This isn’t to say that Colgan has never had a girl’s team go to 
state, but lately it is becoming more often than not. Going to state 
for a girl is becoming routine, right along with the boys. 

2007 Class 2-1A State Runner-Up
Back Row:  Willie Watt, Michael Mitchelson, Michael 
Hayes, Jeremy Humble, Mat Curran, Jeremiah 
Fleming,Robbie Castagno, Josh Garrison.

Front Row :  Tino King, Jake Edwards, Adam McCormick, 
Joe Wachter, Evan Van Becelaere, Kenny Wachter

2007 Class 2-1A State Champions

Back row - Assistant coach Kyle Wolf, Stu Jeck, Zac 
Dickey, Wes 
Keller, Jesse Watt, Willie Watt, Evan VanBecelaere, Drew 
Beasley, 
Kenny Wachter, Michael Hayes, Head Coach Mike Watt, 
DJ Russian, Bat 
boy CJ Russell, Assistant Coach Luke Wachter.

Front Row:
Brett Norris, Nick Whetzell, Adam McCormick, Michael 
Mitchelson, Jake 
Edwards, Tyler Jeck, Aaron Sonow, Joe Wachter, Dylan 
Mjelde, Adam 
Barnes.

Girls got game, too!
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Today most grade school children 
are dropped off  at school by 
their parents or a yellow school 

bus. Back in the days that Pauline 
(Spangler) Chapman attended 
St. Mary’s, she walked from 
their house on west Park 
street to Broadway, 
where she got on the 
streetcar. It ran on 
rails down the middle 
of  Broadway and 
took her to Ninth 
Street, where she 
walked the last cou-
ple of  blocks to St. 
Mary’s Grade School. 
“If  we were really 
late, we might take a 
taxi for quarter,” Pauline 
laughed. 

Pauline was a member of  

the class of  1932 – the first graduates of  
the 8th grade at St. Mary’s Grade School. 
There was not a Catholic high school, so 
Pauline attended 9th grade at Lakeside and 
10th-12th grades at Pittsburg High. 

Pauline’s sister, Dorothy (Spangler) 
Hoff, was a member of  the second gradu-

ating class of  St. Mary’s High School 
in 1941. It was quite a big deci-

sion for their parents, Theresa 
and Gus, to send their 

kids across town to the 
Catholic school. They 
lived within walking 
distance of  the pub-
lic grade school, but 
instead traveled across 
town to St. Mary’s. 

The Spanglers 
came from a large 
family. Their mother 
was the oldest of  13 

children, and their father 
was the youngest of  13. 

Cousins were everywhere 
in the area, including sev-

eral of  the nuns who taught 

at St. Mary’s, Sister Theresa Marie, Sister 
Theodora, and Sister Flavia.

After high school, Pauline worked at the 
Pittsburg Welfare office as a stenographer. 
“The social workers would dictate their 
reports to me,” Pauline recalled. In 1944, 
Pauline married a sailor, Charles Chapman. 
They had six children, Jerry, Jim, Steve, 
Mike, David, and Cheryl Jean. Cheryl Jean 
passed away in 1976, David lives in Wichita, 
and the rest live in Pittsburg. Pauline has 
12 grandchildren. Pauline spent 25 years 
working at the Pittsburg Census Bureau. 
Her husband was a carpenter at PSU. After 
retirement, Pauline spent many years tak-
ing care of  Charlie in his ill health. Charlie 
passed away in 2001. Pauline now resides in 
the Golden Living Center in Pittsburg.

Opportune car trouble
After Dorothy graduated from St. 

Mary’s in 1941, she worked at Cresses 
and Grants in Pittsburg. She then joined 
the war effort by riveting airplane parts in 
the basement of  the Pittsburg Memorial 
Auditorium. 

Lisa (Dellasega) Russell (1982) 
received a BA with teaching certification 
in History, from Pittsburg State University 
in 1986. She and Randy Russell were mar-
ried in Wichita in 1991. Lisa taught Social 
Sciences at Immaculata High School in 
Leavenworth and School of  the Magdalen 
in Wichita. She took time off  from teaching 
to stay home with twins Maranda and CJ, 
now 7th graders, Sydney, in 4th grade, and 
Scott in kindergarten. All four kids attend 
SMC. Lisa works part-time at St. Mary’s 
Elementary as the computer teacher. Randy 
is the Network Administrator for Our Lady 
of  Lourdes parish and SMC Schools.

* * *
Jason Blackford (2002) is a dialer 

administrator and resides in McKinney, TX.
* * *

Barry Dean (1985) is a songwriter for 
BMG Music Publishing in Nashville, TN. 
He is managed by OWM/19, which is the 
company that produces American Idol. 
Barry has been writing with and for Carrie 
Underwood for her upcoming album. Barry 
and his wife Jennifer have announced the 
birth of  Gabriel George Dean on May 2, 

2007. He was welcomed home by Alex who 
is a sophomore and Katherine who is in 
first grade. 

* * *
Don Orender (1985) received a BBA 

majoring in Management and Accounting 
from Pittsburg State University. He and 
his wife Jackie were married in 1995. 
Don worked for WATCO for nearly 
10 years, leaving the position of  Chief  
Financial Officer in 2000 to become a 
stay-at-home dad. Don and Jackie have 
three children: Luke, 7, Malia 5, and 
Grace, 3. All three kids attend SMC 
Grade School and Preschool. Don oper-
ates Orender Consulting from his home 
and provides financial management and 
consulting services to companies in the 
Pittsburg area. He completed his MBA 
from PSU in 2006 with a 4.0 GPA and was 
inducted into The International Society in 
Economics (Omicron Delta Epsilon) and 
the honor society Phi Kappa Phi. Jackie 
graduated from Oklahoma State College 
of  Osteopathic Medicine in 1999. After 
completing her internship and residency 
in Joplin, she started her medical practice 

in Pittsburg. Don and Jackie enjoy being 
involved in community activities including 
the YMCA where Jackie is a member of  the 
board and Don serves as a volunteer coach.

* * *
Mitzi (Radell) Saunders (1985) gradu-

ated with her BSN from the University of  
Kansas, MSN from Oakland University 
in Rochester, MI, and her PhD in nursing 
from Wayne State University in 2006. She 
teaches at the University of  Detroit Mercy, 
which is the largest Catholic University in 
Michigan. She was recently tenured and 
promoted to associate professor. Mitzi and 
her husband Jeff  have two sons, Andrew, 
10, and Adam, 8.

* * *
Andrea (Pommier) Cronin (1992) and 

her husband Bryan announced the birth of  
their daughter Regan Elizabeth on January 11, 
2007. She was welcomed home by her older 
siblings, Katy, 6, and Gannon, 2. Andrea cur-
rently teaches secondary children with special 
needs in Gardner, KS. Andrea and Bryan 
are both Pittsburg State University gradu-
ates. Bryan is a sales representative for Astra 
Zeneca pharmaceuticals. ■

Sisters and lifelong parishioners blessed with fruitful lives
Chapman and Hoff worked 
together for 20 years at  
St. Mary’s Goodwill Center

See Sisters, page 8
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Sisters Continued from page 7

The SMC Student Council would like to 
help alumni show their Panther Pride! 

Order the St. Mary’s-Colgan Alumni decal 
for only $10, and we’ll mail it to you. The 
decal can be placed on the window of  your 
car, so order one for every vehicle and help 
support the Panthers!

Please send orders to: St. Mary’s-Colgan 
High School, c/o SMC Student Council, 212 

E. 9th Street, 
Pittsburg, 
KS 66762. 
Be sure to 
include your 
name and 
full address. 
Call Student 
Council 

Sponsor Lisa Farmer at 620-231-4690 if  you 
have any questions. Make checks payable to 
St. Mary’s-Colgan. ■

GIFT
Fate intervened on Easter morning in 

the mid-1940s, when Pauline and Dorothy 
were on their way to Sunday Mass. They 
had car trouble about two clocks from the 
church. A soldier from Camp Crowder came 
out of  a restaurant and offered to help. 
They left him the keys and walked to Mass. 

“We prayed the car would still be there 
when we got back,” Dorothy laughed. The 
car was running, and the soldier, Raymond 
Hoff, was still there. They invited him to 
dinner. Dorothy and Ray Hoff  were married 
in 1946. 

Because neither of  their husbands were 
Catholic, Dorothy and Pauline were both 
married at the rectory and not allowed to 
be married in the Church. Ray and Dorothy 
had seven children, Nancy, Theresa, Ray, 
Mary Lynne, Wayne, Ed, and Fritz. Nancy, 
Ray and Ed still live in Pittsburg. Mary 
Lynne is in Webb City, MO, Fritz is in 
Nixa, MO, and Wayne lives in Washington. 
Dorothy has 11 grandchildren and six great-
grandsons. When her children were young, 
Dorothy was a stay-at-home mom and Ray 
was a fireman. After almost 60 years of  
marriage, Ray passed away in January of  
2006. Dorothy lives in Pittsburg. 

The two sisters spent 20 years working 
together at the St Mary’s Goodwill Center. 
Pauline and Dorothy both proudly recall 
that they have always been Catholic. Not 
only that, they have been members of  our 
Lady of  Lourdes parish their entire lives. ■
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Show your pride, order an SMC alumni decal

Our Lady of Lourdes 
parishioners came together 
for a spiritual evening of 
Catholic reflection and 
education in September 
with a Generations In Faith 
Together (GIFT) program. 
Prayer, dinner, education 
on Marian doctrine, and a 
celebration of the birthday 
of Mary the Mother of 
Jesus and the Patroness
of Our Lady of Lourdes 
highlighted the evening. 
Similar GIFT events may 
be held in the future.


