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A highly successful real estate inves-
tor, Herb Krumsick, class of  ’61, is 
quick to point out that his accom-

plishments would not have been possible 
without the unconditional support of  his 
family and friends as well as the strong 
Catholic foundation and life lessons he 
learned at St. Mary’s.

Krumsick delivered 
stirring reflections on his 
life during the keynote 
address at the All-School 
Reunion banquet at 
Memorial Auditorium 
on Oct. 14, 2006. At 
times he had the packed 
crowd crying in laughter 
– “I made a deal with AJ 

Wachter, and he let me copy off  him all during 
high school. Consequently, high school was a five-
year program for me.” At other points, mem-
bers of  the audience were riveted to the 
stories of  how so many SMC acquaintances 
had impacted Krumsick’s life – regarding 
Lon Farrell, John Towner, Jim Castagno, 
Ed and Edith McNally, and others: “These 
people and St. Mary’s had a great effect on me. 
They may have never realized the positive effect they 
had on my life. I think most of  us don’t realize 
the positive effect that we can have on one another’s 
lives. Never miss an opportunity to do something 
good for someone else.”

Krumsick spent the first half  of  his 
career as a real estate broker and the second 
half  as a real estate investor. Senior vice 
president of  J.P. Weigand and Sons, Inc., 

established in 1902 in Wichita, Krumsick 
is recognized as one of  the top real estate 
brokers/investors in the United States. He 
has bought, sold, or brokered more than 
$800 million of  real estate investments dur-

Remembering his roots
Reunion keynote speaker Krumsick credits faith, family, and friends for his success

Herb Krumsick

Spring is in the air, the snow and ice 
have melted, and hope abounds. 

There are many reasons to be thankful. At 
Our Lady of  Lourdes and St. Mary’s-Colgan 
Schools we have reason to be especially 
thankful. Those of  you who attended the 
reunion saw in person the new campus and 
know why we are grateful.

Crossland Construction Co. of  
Columbus, Kansas, has many, many 
projects each year in Kansas, Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Oklahoma. In 2006, our new 
Elementary School was in the top three of  
their projects. What a tremendous blessing 
we have in the generous gift of  the new 
school and Fieldhouse. We are grateful to 
the donors and their belief  in us and the 

We are a truly
blessed people

Catholic Schools Week a time  
to showcase what we're all about
One of  the more profound roles of  a 

school, though often not recognized 
as a role at all, is to create positive memo-
ries for students. These memories – cre-
ated by the environment, the relationships, 
and the activities – are what make a school 

“part of ” its graduates 
for life. I hope when our 
graduates share memories 
of  their time on 
our campus they 
share the good 
news of  being in 
a truly Catholic 
school.

During the 
last week each 
January, our 

schools create positive memories 
by celebrating Catholic Schools 
Week. This year, our preschool 

hosted an art display, scripture reflections, 
bingo for mission’s collections, and a spirit 
day. The elementary students began by 
attending family Mass and then hosted a 
skate night, prayer retreats, “liturgy and 
lunch,” a gift basket auction, religion 
knowledge game show, mission’s bingo, 
and a spirit day. 
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On the morn-
ing of  July 21, 
2006, Craig 
Crespino, a 
1979 graduate 
of  Colgan High 
School, was tragi-
cally killed when 
a portable field 
goal post he was 
moving came in 
contact with an 
electric wire. Craig 
was the head football coach at Girard High School. 
He was 45. He left behind his wife, Glenna, and two 
children, Anthony and Erica.

Craig Crespino, 1960-2006

Craig Crespino Scholarship Fund

Sponsored by the SMC Class of  1979
Purpose: To develop a permanently endowed scholarship fund 

in the honor of  our friend and brother Craig Crespino.
Details:
• The scholarship fund will be established with the 

Community Foundation of  Southeast Kansas, and all con-
tributions are tax deductible.

• The intent is to have a permanently endowed schol-
arship (a scholarship that will only pay out the income of  
the fund). The fund balance will stay intact into perpetuity 
as a way to honor Craig’s legacy on an annual basis.

• The minimum balance to establish the fund is 
$10,000.

• The scholarship is being sponsored by Craig’s grad-
uating class, St. Mary’s-Colgan Class of  1979.

• The recipients of  the annual scholarship will be a 
student from both St. Mary’s-Colgan High School and 
Girard High School that best exemplify the values that 
Craig lived on a daily basis. The details of  the criteria are 
being formalized but will include such traits as Christian 
values, leadership, integrity, passion, community service, 
and a sense of  gratitude. 

• Checks should be made payable to the Community 
Foundation of  Southeast Kansas. On the memo line 
please indicate the intent of  the donation is for the Craig 
Crespino Scholarship Fund.  

• Please mail your check to: Community Foundation 
of  Southeast Kansas, Attn: Craig Crespino Scholarship 
Fund, P.O. Box 1115, Pittsburg, KS 66762.  

Craig lived a tremendous life and has had a positive 
impact on many high school students.  However, his life 
extended to family, friends, fellow coaches, and teach-
ers and to the entire Southeast Kansas Community and 
beyond. Please help us keep Craig’s spirit alive by recog-
nizing students that show the potential to follow in Craig’s 
footsteps.

If  you have any questions, please contact Joe 
Dellasega at 620.231.8470 or joe@usawards.com, Tom 
Yoakam at 620.231.4200 or tyoakam@unbpittsburg.com, 
or Ed Martin at 620.231.1752 or martin@stmarys-colgan.
org.  

Thank you!

VanBecelaere had many talents
Maintenance supervisor helped beautify schools, church

Bob VanBecelaere, 1953 graduate of  
St. Mary’s High School, affected 

our parish in many ways during his 
70 years on earth. From kindergarten 
through high school and then in his 
profession, he was always a strong sup-
porter of  Our Lady of  
Lourdes Parish.

His God-given talent 
with wood and construc-
tion led him to a lifelong 
business of  home and 
church construction, 
remodeling, and mainte-
nance. Bilt Well, the name 
of  his company, was a 
fitting description for the 
work he did throughout 
Pittsburg and the sur-
rounding areas.

Bob’s retirement from 
general construction was 
truly a blessing for Our 
Lady of  Lourdes Parish. 
After much pleading from 

Father Tom, he became maintenance 
supervisor for all the parish facilities. 
At Bob’s funeral, Fr. Tom spoke of  
Bob’s amazing knowledge and about 
how he always figured out a way to 
make broken things work adding, “Bob 

could meet whatever 
challenge he was 
assigned.”

Bob’s knowledge 
and leadership led 
to the addition of  
classrooms in the 
basement of  the old 
grade school. He 
also worked with Fr. 
Tom and the school 
board to build the 
theatrical facility in 
the auditorium of  
St. Mary’s-Colgan 
High School and 
remodel the old 
grade school and 

Among VanBecelaere's finest cre-
ations is the wooden cross that 
resides in the Junior High School. 
(Photo courtesy of SMC Yearbook 
Staff )

I had known Craig Crespino since we 
were five years old. I grew up with 

Craig, we were classmates, played sports 
together, were state football champs, 
Babe Ruth World Series teammates, St. 
Mary’s-Colgan graduates, and every-
thing in-between.

It is extremely difficult to summa-
rize the life of  such a close friend in a 
short article like this, particularly when 
taking into account the impact Craig 
had not only on my life but also on the 
lives of  thousands of  people. 

I particularly struggle to understand 
why such a good person was taken so 
young in such a tragic manner. Writing 
this article has helped the healing. I 
recalled a sermon by Fr. McElwee 
dealing with “our purpose in life.” His 
message was that we are to live our life 
on earth to serve God and prepare for 
eternal life in heaven.

Craig lived his life on earth serv-
ing God in preparation for the day he 
would enter eternal life in heaven. He 

lived his daily life demonstrating true 
Christian values in everything he did. 
Craig led by example. 

As I recall, Craig was the leader 
when I was his catcher in little league 
baseball, he was a leader as the starting 
quarterback for SMC, he was a leader as 
the head football coach for the Girard 
Trojans, and he was a family leader as a 
husband and father. In all of  his leader-
ship roles, Craig always demonstrated 
true Christian values with a passion for 
life.

I believe that Craig had completed 
and fulfilled all the earthly duties 
assigned to him by God. One of  the 
greatest gifts he gave to all of  us was 
the example of  how to live our daily 
life. Craig’s death is a reminder to each 
of  us how precious our time on earth is 
and that we should fulfill our purpose 
in life by demonstrating true Christian 
values, serving God and preparing for 
eternal life on a daily basis.

Tom Yoakam, (’79)

He was a classmate, a friend, 
and a guiding light for us all

See Talents, page 8
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ing his more than 40 years in the business.  
A 1966 graduate of  Wichita State 

University and co-captain of  the football 
team, Krumsick graduated with a degree in 
business administration. He says the roots 
of  his success were formed as a youngster 
growing up in Pittsburg and attending what 
was then known as St. Mary’s. Following are 
excerpts from his keynote address:

Things learned at St. Mary’s
“In the classroom I got a first-class edu-

cation and a moral and ethical foundation 
second to none. I learned respect for self  
and for others,” Krumsick said. “When you 
attend 12 years of  Catholic education, that 
cumulative influence has a very powerful 
effect on each student. It forms a base that 
will be with our students their entire life.”

An accomplished athlete who went on 
to play college football, he also learned a 
great deal on the football field and in the 
gym at St. Mary’s, eliciting valuable lessons 
in teamwork, development of  a can-do atti-
tude, and “how to be a winner and how to 
realize that winning isn’t everything.”

Influence of key people
Regarding key individuals who influ-

enced Krumsick:
• “Lon Farrell had a huge effect on my 

life. I think all young men look up to their 

coaches and Lon was no exception. Coach 
Farrell was a great inspiration, coach, and 
friend, and we all miss him dearly.”

• “Ed and Edith McNally set an 
example of  acceptance and hospitality 
toward everyone they met and led a life that 
was worth emulating.”

•  “Jim Castagno was a tremendous 
family man who taught me the importance 
of  putting your family first. He also gave 
me some pretty good lessons about hard 
work.”

• “Cliff  Renn was a farmer friend 
whom I worked for hauling hay for five or 
six years. He had a very warm heart and 
more common sense than anybody I’ve 
ever known.”

• “John Towner was a first-class 
gentleman and a man of  God. I’m sure Mr. 
Towner never met a man that he thought 
was inferior to himself. He treated everyone 
with the utmost respect. His confidence in 
me gave me confidence in myself.” Only 
later in life did Krumsick learn that his 
“scholarship” to St. Benedict’s was funded 
100 percent by Mr. Towner.

Family
Krumsick and his wife, Kathy, have 

raised six children during their 35 years of  
marriage. When they started dating in 1970, 
Kathy had no strong church affiliation but 

proceeded to attend Mass with Herb for 
about 1-1/2 years. Soon thereafter they 
became engaged, and she opted to join the 
Catholic Church.

Strong Krumsick family ties were evi-
dent at the banquet as Herb’s brother Bob 
and other family members sat in atten-
dance. After Herb’s dad died when he was 
18, Bob took over. “He’s not only a great 
brother,” Herb said, “he also took the place 
of  my father and did a great job of  it.”

(Editor’s note: Bob Krumsick passed 
away on January 25, 2007.) 

A new era
With a new elementary school and 

field house and facilities second to none, 
the future of  Catholic education at SMC is 
very bright, but the light is delivered not by 
the buildings but by the people who utilize 
them, and the blessings that SMC continu-
ally receives from God, Krumsick said.

“I know that when someone asks me 
where I went to school, I proudly say St. 
Mary’s-Colgan. Even in Wichita the major-
ity of  people know about our school and its 
reputation. SMC is very well thought of  and 
respected throughout this entire region.”

As a step toward keeping that reputa-
tion intact, alumni should become a bigger 
part of  the future of  the schools and reach 
out to their classmates, he added.

After the recent loss of  my father, my mother (Dorothy 
Spangler ’41) and I spent many hours going through old 

pictures and family memorabilia. Among these treasures was her 
senior yearbook, the very first Marian. So, I was thrilled for the 
opportunity to work on the SMC senior photos and the reunion 
video. 

In June a group of  alumni gathered at the high school to 
remove photographs from the multiplex display donated from 
the Class of  1961. These photos were sun-faded, in disrepair, and 
some were even missing. One class was photocopied, and the last 
10 years of  classes weren’t even in the display! Whenever we all got 
together, we had such fun sharing good memories. One evening, 
Tom Compton (’71) even brought his video from the 1990 reunion 
to entertain us! 

Later in the summer I brought all 67 yearbooks home and 
began the job of  organizing the classes and gathering photos, 
including info on the class officers, graduation speakers, and any 
class memorials of  fellow classmates. All of  the photos were 
scanned by Miller’s Professional Imaging and then put into a poster 
format, with an inserted photo of  the appropriate school building 
for that class. 

All class info was successfully secured with the exception of  
the Class of  1953 (need class officers and grad speakers) and the 
Class of  1966 (salutatorian?). If  anyone can help with this info, 

please e-mail me so we can complete the senior history nscott6@
cox.net. 

There were 2,193 seniors in all, though some did not gradu-
ate with their class. The smallest class was the Class of  1954 with 
20 students, while the largest class was the Class of  1997 with 48 
students. 

I invite you to visit SMC and browse the Senior Photo Display. 
I am very proud of  this new archive and tribute to our history. 
I am grateful to all who helped make this possible, particularly 
Miller’s. We knew our alumni attending the reunion would enjoy 
the photos, and what a pleasant surprise when our current students 
also enjoyed looking up grandparents, family, and friends!

Thanks to the yearbook info, the SMC archives, and generous 
personal records and interviews, the “Generations” video was com-
pleted in October. The video is in three parts: the first, the history 
of  the buildings on the SMC campus; the second, an emotional 
journey from the Class of  1940 to today; and the third, “Pass It 
On”, the SMC legacy. 

I hope you all enjoy the video as much as I have enjoyed work-
ing with fellow alumni in giving this to you. I feel blessed to have 
attended SMC and, as Ethel Brown (’41) says in the video, I, too, 
am grateful for what SMC has given me…the lessons I learned as a 
child continue to influence my life today. 

Nancy Hoff Scott, ’67

Photos, video deliver flood of great memories

Krumsick Continued from page 1
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Fr. Tom Continued from page 1
mission of  our parish and schools. 

I believe it is so important to teach our 
children that these blessings don’t just hap-
pen. We receive them because we are faith-
ful to the will and plan of  our Heavenly 
Father. I believe from the bottom of  my 
heart that if  we take care of  the poor -- 
those poor spiritually, intellectually, physi-
cally, emotionally, and financially -- the Lord 
will take care of  us and we will be able to 
continue our mission. 

From Thanksgiving until Christmas 
we prayed a Hail Mary at the end of  every 
school Mass for the benefactors of  our 
schools and parish, especially those who 
have made donations to Our Lady of  
Lourdes Memorial Fund. We prayed the 
Hail Mary because we are so blessed to 
have Mary as our patroness interceding for 
us before her Son. 

Reunion
The all-school reunion and homecom-

ing were more than we expected. There 
was electricity in the air with excited people 
catching up with one another and taking in 
all of  the activities. The reunion committee, 
under the guidance of  Patty Horgan and 
Jeff  Wilbert, did a fantastic job of  planning 
a fun-filled weekend. 

As I reflected on the weekend I couldn’t 
help but think that there was an intangible 
that brought us all together from so many 
generations. Maybe it is the faith element, 
maybe just the experiences of  the teen-

age school years and growing up, teachers, 
administrators, staff, and all the activities 
that brought students together during their 
school days. What is amazing is that all of  
those things continue today with just a little 
different twist and with more and better 
facilities. 

What remains the same is our reason 
for the schools – faith-filled education and 
formation of  our youth. As alumni you are 
important to us. By sharing your stories 
from the past, you keep us grounded and 
remind us of  the many sacrifices made 
in past years and the traditions that were 
developed over those years. Even though 
the new buildings and facilities are won-
derful, you were just as successful in aca-

demics, drama, and athletics. Our present 
student body is grateful for what you have 
passed on to them especially the faith, tradi-
tion, and unity.

The Eucharist on Saturday afternoon 
followed by the marvelous video, the din-
ner, and Herb Krumsick’s speech made 
for a truly joyous celebration. There were 
poignant and reverent moments, tears, and 
laughter. It was an evening wrapping up 66 
years of  history in a beautiful celebration 
of  joy. I wish everyone would have had the 
chance to hear Herb’s heartfelt reflections. 
Even though he did an excellent job, he, as 
I, find it difficult to put into words what 
it means and what we have received over 
the years. The only thing we can do is pass 
it on to our families and others and be a 
grateful person.

Mary, Queen of  Peace, intercede for us.  

Tom Murry (’70) is a very proud graduate of  SMC. He recalled 
during his return to campus at the all-school reunion that he was in 
the first class to attend all four years under the name Colgan High 
School.

Tom’s class proudly produced the first undefeated football team 
under Coach Frank Crespino in 1969. Under the direction of  Sr. 
Mary Patrick and Sr. Lynda, they performed Brigadoon and Camelot.

After graduation, Tom continued his education at Pittsburg 
State University and graduated with his bachelor’s degree in 1974 
and master’s in 1975. Tom has lived in El Dorado for 25 years and 
has been in the insurance business since 1977.

He is currently the President of  ICI, Insurance Center, Inc. 
Tom is very active in civic and church organization in El Dorado. 
Tom says that his friends get tired of  him talking about Colgan. 
“Our school had a profound impact on my life and I am forever 
grateful.”

*  *  *
Jim Scalet is a proud SMC alumnus who recently returned for 

the all-school reunion. He fondly remembers being on the first St. 

Mary’s football team in 1946. He also played basketball and ran 
track. 

Jim continued his education at Kansas State Teachers College 
(currently PSU), graduating in December of  1952. He began his 
career as an adjuster for Western Adjustment and Inspection, 
which later merged with General Adjustment Co. Jim rose to the 
position of  Regional Manager for Oklahoma in Tulsa. He retired 
from G.A. in 1985 to form his own adjustment company where he 
continues to work.

Jim and his wife Ellen have four children, Jan Scott, M.D. of  
Tulsa; Chris Scalet who is Senior V.P. of  Merck Pharmaceuticals in 
New Jersey; Anne who teaches in Tulsa; and Meg who is a gas pur-
chaser for William Co. in Tulsa. They have 12 grandchildren.

Jim relates that the class of  1948 has always been very close, 
having around 20 class reunions since their graduation 58 years 
ago. Jim has been on the school boards of  St. Pius X Catholic 
Elementary and Bishop Kelley High School in Tulsa. He says he 
always tells the other board members of  the great accomplishments 
of  SMC. “We are very proud of  St. Mary’s-Colgan. It’s an excep-
tional school!”
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Reunion attendees proud that traditions continue

I believe it is 
so important to 
teach our chil-
dren that these 
blessings don’t 
just happen. 

We receive them 
because we are faithful to the 

will and plan of  our Heavenly 
Father.  

Fr. Tom Stroot
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Jim Radell (’57) started his company in 
Pittsburg in 1968. He and his son, Steve 

(’92), employ 14 to 20 people depend-
ing on the work load. Their major work 
is underground utilities for phone, cable, 
electric, and sewer. Their work is done in 
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma. Jim and 
his wife Mollie have four children: Jimmy 
(’81), George (’83), Mitzi (’85) and Steve 
(’92). 

Jim and Steve have graciously offered 
their help and equipment for any and 
every project we have had at the schools 
or parish. Many times, Jim took the lead 
in major projects. Recently, their company 
demolished all of  the old houses at the 

new school site (an entire block). 
They removed or rerouted sewer, 

cable, phone, and electric utilities for 
the recent new construction. Parking lot 
repairs and snow removal is an ongoing 
project for them. Jim is also a faithful 
usher at the 7 a.m. Sunday Mass. When 
we ask Jim if  he can do something for us, 
his comment is: “Isn’t that what we are 
here for?” 

Their generosity includes the cost and 
time of  their employees, use of  equip-
ment, and often the materials to complete 
the job. We are grateful to Jim and Steve 
for their generous gift of  stewardship to 
our parish and schools.

In the junior high and high school the activ-
ities included students crocheting blankets for 
Birthright, creating Catholic-themed banners, 
making a pilgrimage to the Shrine of  St. Rose 
Philippine Duchesne, visiting the Mine Creek 
Battle Site, and hosting a religion bowl.

Additionally during the month, 25 of  our 
high school students joined others from this 
region and Bishop Jackels in the March For 
Life in Washington, D.C. 

A graduate of  our schools from the 1960s 
recently asked me to share some of  the good 
news of  our high school. Here are three snap-
shots just from this morning:

1) During second hour, I walked into Mrs. 
O’Malley’s room (new Literature teacher for 
11th and 12th grades) to find her dressed from 
boots to wig and hat as the character of  June 
Carter Cash. She was giving a biography pre-
sentation to her class as an example of  how she 
expects them to prepare and deliver their own 
biography presentations.

2) Mrs. Carlson (Art and Design teacher) 
asked this morning if  she could arrange to 
have her students work collaboratively with 
residents in nursing homes to design and 
construct “narrative” ceramic pieces. This is 
a very exciting idea, one that bridges not only 
generations but also curriculum subjects as the 
intergenerational teams will base their ceram-
ics work from traditional literature. The work 
will involve extra efforts by students, parents, 
support staff  at the nursing facility, and our 
teacher, but everyone is willing. 

3) A mother of  one of  our graduates came 
by during lunch to make a donation to our 
library and also to thank Mr. Smith for teach-
ing her son math -- her son recently scored 
780 points, out of  800, on the graduate school 
entrance exam. 

All of  our teachers work so hard to make 
this school thrive, and they succeed. Recently, 
Mr. Compton and I met about our students’ 
ACT scores and grinned widely to discover five 
students from the class scored a 30 or above on 
the college entrance test, the national average 
is 20.6. 

Additionally, five of  our students will 
be recognized at the KU honors banquet in 
February. There are so many successes I see 
from my vantage point as school administrator, 
it is one of  the perks of  my job. 

Please keep our students in your prayers, 
especially our seniors as they are finalizing their 
post-high school plans and preparing to be 
alumni of  our school. 
By God’s Graces, John C. Kraus, President of 

Schools/Director of Administration

Radell Construction always delivers

The Catechesis of  the Good Shepherd 
Program is a central part of  the reli-

gious education program for grades pre-
school through third grade at St. Mary’s 
Elementary. This program takes place in 
a prepared environment called an Atrium. 
The Atrium is also available to the 
PSR program and all grades pre-school 
through 12 for meditation, prayer, and 
bible study. It is referred to as a sacred 
space and all are called to prayerfully 
experience time spent in the Atrium. 

The Atrium is the specially pre-
pared space where 
we gather for 
experiencing the 
basic truths of  
our faith through 
the Catechesis 
of  the Good 
Shepherd program. 
Presentations are 
given to allow the 
children opportuni-
ties to fall in love with 
Jesus and to begin an 
understanding of  the many elements of  
the Mass and of  our Catholic faith. 

The children are greeted at the door 
with a handshake and called by name as 
they enter. For example: “Welcome to 
Atrium, Johnny, Jesus loves you!” They 
then proceed to the prayer gathering area 
in front of  a gorgeous stained glass win-
dow of  a young Blessed Mother Mary. 
Children then are invited to a quiet prayer 
time where they bring their body to a 
quiet stillness and listen with the ears of  

their minds and the ears of  their hearts 
for God to speak to them.

An essential part of  the time we spend 
in Atrium is called; “The Work of  the 
Child.” This is a time where the children 
have hands-on opportunities to present to 
each other elements presented to them, 
a time to use materials that complement 
what we have experienced such as tracing, 
gluing, drawing, quiet prayer time, and 
using any elements they feel called to use. 

The teacher in the Atrium is the Holy 
Spirit. We as educators are the facilitators 

and we experience 
the presentations with 
the children. We use 
many songs to help us 
remember what we are 
experiencing. 

All of  the teach-
ers in the pre-school 
through third grades 
are trained in this 
spiritual program. 

Also, we have Frances 
Casey, Sharon Compton, 

Jovanna Brackett-Oetinger, and Vicki 
Wilbert who are trained as well. All have 
given and continue to give of  their time 
and hearts as they create materials, study, 
practice, and give of  their personal time 
to keep religious education at the core of  
all we do. Thank you to the anonymous 
donors for the beautiful facility where we 
can have an Atrium at the center! 

May the Good Shepherd protect, 
guide, and keep us all!

Donna (Orender) Landrith, ’82

Atrium brings faith to life Kraus Continued from page 1

(Photo courtesy of SMC Yearbook Staff )
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Joan (Massmann) Baron (’49) and 
her husband Stanley recently moved 
from Louisiana to Florida due to hurri-
cane Katrina.  They have three children, 
Hyland, Elizabeth Adams, and Julie 
Sheffield. They miss Louisiana but now 
enjoy living near their daughter Liz and 
three granddaughters.

*  *  *

Julie (Stresser) Pyle (’76) lives 
in Frontenac.  She and her husband 
Richard are the owners of  Pairott Head 
Liquor Store in Pittsburg.

*  *  *

Damian Ahrens (’82) and his wife 
Priscilla have announced the birth of  
their fifth child, Amy Marie.  Damian 
is the administrator for the Tri-City 
Christian School. For the sixth year in 
a row the school finished in the top 
three in the American Association 
of  Christian Schools Spring National 
Competition.

*  *  *

Jared and Rebecca (Fox) 
Turnbull (’99), Pittsburg, announced 
the birth of  a son, Nolan Miles, 
December 1, 2006.  Nolan was wel-
comed home by his brother Jackson.  
Rebecca is a teacher in Pittsburg.

News/Information/Updates: Your classmates would like to hear from you, and this 
newsletter is a great way to stay in touch. Please complete this form or e-mail the follow-
ing information to Chris Flood (6664 NE Liberty Road, Weir, KS 66781, ctflood@ckt.net).

Name: _______________________________           Year Graduated: _________

City/State: ______________________/______

Occupation: __________________          Name of Spouse: __________________

Children: __________________________________________________________

Other Information: ___________________________________________________

E-mail Address (May we publish your address?): _________________________________

McCullough (old) Gymnasium.
Bob’s cooperation with the faculty was 

very important to him. Janie Burrow, elemen-
tary librarian, remembers, “Bob was always 
available for the needs of  the faculty. His 
pleasantness and good sense of  humor added 
to his fixing things. Once Bob started on a 
project, he was determined to get it done.” 
Others said that he never seemed annoyed by 
anyone’s request. 

Lunchtime in the cafeteria was one of  
Bob’s favorite times; he was always happy to 
answer to the respectful “grandpa Bob” used 
by the students.

Bob was also a master craftsman. Sister 
Charlotte mentioned two of  his works of  art. 
One was a beautiful swinging angel, which 
was put outside the chapel window at the 

convent. It now swings in the garden area 
of  the Mother House in Wichita. She also 
described the outstanding copper roses that 
Bob designed and formed for the sisters. Bob 
also carved the wooden cross that holds the 
body of  Christ, which hangs in the main hall 
of  the Junior High School.

We have all enjoyed the flashing-eyed 
panther that lurks above the McCullough 
Gymnasium. Bob was the artist. As Sister 
Charlotte says, “He was a craftsman from day 
one…a gentleman from beginning to end.”

Bob VanBecelaere passed away in August, 
2006. We publish this in memory of  a great 
man who gave of  his time, talent, and trea-
sure to our parish and our schools.

Barbara (Monsour) Bateman, ’56
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