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Mark your calendars for the weekend of  October 13-15, 2006, for 
the next St. Mary’s-Colgan All-School Reunion. Plans are being 

made and committees are working hard to make this reunion something 
to remember. You don’t want to miss the opportunity to witness some of  

My memories of  grow-
ing up at St. Mary’s 
begin when I entered 

Kindergarten at age four with Sister 
Theresa Marie as my teacher. With 
each year that followed, our classes 
were taught by the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph. We attended Mass every day, 
and it was celebrated in Latin.

The 40 hours processions, 
cinnamon rolls and hot choco-
late served after Mass on the first 

Friday of  each month, and our First 
Communion pictures taken outside 
on the school steps are special mem-
ories for me. 

I recall taking piano lessons after 
school and becoming a majorette 
when Sister Athanasius offered 
music and baton lessons. I wonder 
how many times we slid down the 
concrete banister out in front after 
school to the dismay of  our parents.

A grand old building
Graduate and longtime teacher shares memories of the 
grade school, her excitement about the new building

Parishioners 
respond 
to campaign
Holiness accessible to everyone

The beautiful church that is the foundation of  
our Catholic faith was built in 1904. For more 
than a century, families have attended Mass 

and celebrated their most significant life events in this 
special place. The past century was filled with faith 
and sacrifice. 

Our parish family has embraced this legacy by 
recommitting itself  to a new century of  hope. This 
hope can best be summed up by our mission state-
ment: “We are a parish intent on building the hope 
that holiness is accessible to everyone.”

The Century of  Hope Campaign was launched 
in 2004. It is more than a capital campaign, although 
funding is an integral part of  the process. We have 
adopted a spiritual plan to guide our ministries and 
our schools. We have developed a long-range school 
plan with the assistance of  the Meitler Group to pro-
vide a roadmap for the long-term excellence of  our 
schools. 

We will soon complete the construction of  an 
Elementary School and a competitive gymnasium 
(both provided from the generosity of  anonymous 
donors, at no cost to the parish). And lastly, we have 
created a financial vision for the long-term financial 

All-school reunion
Plan to attend three days of activities, Oct. 13-15, 
centered on new facilities and homecoming

See Askins, page 8
See Campaign, page 7

See Reunion, page 7

Mary (Keegan) Askins, ’60, has great memories of her years as a student 
and teacher in the old grade school, but she looks forward to moving into 
the new St. Mary's Grade School (background) this summer.
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Several days ago I was thinking about 
time. Time is rather peculiar. In real-
ity it is a constant, without change, 

but as human beings we perceive it differ-
ently. When we are wait-
ing or anticipating a spe-
cific event, time seems 
to go so slowly. When 
we are facing a deadline, 
it moves too quickly.

We are experienc-
ing all of  the above and 
more this spring. We 
are excitedly awaiting the 
completion of  the new school and gymna-
sium. Teachers and students excitedly plan 
the “move” at the end of  this school year. 
Others get a bit nostalgic as they think of  
the end of  an era when the old makes way 
for the new. 

Attend all-school reunion
But memories cannot be taken away 

from us, remaining in our mind and heart 
as we continue to retell the stories. I have 
heard more stories about the old grade 
school/high school in the last year than I 
have in the previous 15 years. I hope many 
of  you will be able to attend the All-School 
Reunion October 13-15, 2006. You will see 
firsthand the beautiful buildings and cam-
pus, renew acquaintances and friendships, 
and tell all of  those old stories again and 

again. 

Kraus hired to lead schools,
will be principal in 06-07

Time and hard work have brought us 
to another stage of  growth and develop-
ment. In March we hired Mr. John C. 
Kraus as President of  Schools/Director 
of  Administration. This is a newly created 
position. 

John has served 12 years in Catholic 
schools in Tulsa. Presently, he is the prin-
cipal of  Marquette Catholic Elementary 
School. Prior to that he was the principal 
at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic School in 
Tulsa. And before becoming a principal, 
John taught Moral and Social Theology at 
Bishop Kelly High School in Tulsa for five 
years. 

John studied theology in the semi-
nary for three years prior to moving to 
Tulsa. He and his wife, Cynthia, have 
three children who will be attending SMC 
schools. John will be working directly under 
me. His responsibilities will include coor-
dinating and overseeing the operation of  
our parish schools, coordinating diocesan 
efforts with both the schools and the par-
ish, overseeing the operation and mainte-
nance of  our parish and school facilities, 
overseeing all communication and public 
relation efforts, overseeing the budget 
process, and implementing a development 
program to secure long-term funding for 
the parish and schools. 

An immediate need we had was to 
fill the position of  principal of  the junior 
high/high school for next year. After con-
sultation with John, we mutually agreed 
that at this time he would best serve as 
acting administrator of  the junior high/
high school for the 2006-07 school year. 
This would provide him the opportunity 
to do two things: 1) to begin the process 
of  establishing a leadership administrative 
team from among the faculty and 2) to 
evaluate our future leadership needs in the 
schools. 

This move also allows us to go back 
to the original plan, which was to hire 
a President of  Schools/Director of  
Administration for the parish and schools 
and then hire a principal for the junior 
high/high school. We are blessed to find 
a man of  John’s caliber to serve our com-
munity. 

I know in my heart that the Lord is 
blessing our mission and ministry. I have 
always said that if  we take care of  the 
“poor” – those spiritually, emotionally, 
intellectually, physically, and financially poor 
– the Lord will bless our efforts. That is 
why we don’t have tuition and operate only 
on a stewardship tithe and the generosity 
of  benefactors. 

Every child of  our parish is eligible to 
attend our school no matter what their par-
ents’ financial status may be. We are blessed 
and we continue to ask our Blessed Mother 
to intercede for us. Thank you for your 
prayers as well.

– Fr. Tom Stroot

Fr. Stroot

It's time, time to attend reunion
New administrator will 
oversee the junior high/
high school in 2006-07

The true power of PowerSchool information management
SMC students still ask their teachers the age-old questions such 

as, “What did I make on my test?” or “What grade am I making 
in Religion?” but teachers now have new answers.

Since the PowerSchool information management program 
was implemented at the beginning of  the 2004-2005 school 
year, my answer to those questions has been a simple, “Check 
PowerSchool.”  

Not only can students and parents check grades anytime online 
(including grades for each and every individual assignment), but 
they can also track such things as absences and tardies, and even 
whether or not the student ate lunch in the school cafeteria that 
day! A daily bulletin is also accessible through PowerSchool with 
information such as early dismissal times and other school-related 
reminders. 

But PowerSchool is not just making things easier for parents 
and students. With PowerSchool teachers keep track of  attendance, 

send lunch counts, and access an incredible amount of  information 
about any student in their classes. This benefits teachers greatly. I 
especially like being able to check to see if  a student who is absent 
in my class was absent all day. And if  a student in my first hour 
leaves their handbook in my classroom, I can check PowerSchool 
to see where that student is for second hour so I can return it to 
them quickly without notifying the office.

PowerSchool makes daily tasks easier for teachers, and, as a par-
ent, I find it to be extremely beneficial.  

When my daughter and I left for school today, I knew she had 
several tests scheduled. I wished her luck and informed her I’d be 
checking PowerSchool tomorrow to read her scores. 

From the look she gave me I surmised sometimes students 
wish we weren’t so technologically enabled, but as a teacher and a 
parent, I’m thrilled!

– Lisa (Normand) Farmer, ’82
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Still living the dream

When PJ Forbes stepped onto the field in Kansas City as 
a member of  the Baltimore Orioles one summer night 
in 1998, a lifelong dream was realized. The former SMC 

standout (’86) had made it to The Show. His years of  effort and 
determination – and his undying love of  the game – had paid off.

His playing days in the Majors were few, but they helped launch 
yet another dream. He is aiming to become a Major League man-
ager. In his third year as a minor league skipper, Forbes runs the 
show for the Philadelphia Phillies’ Double A affiliate, the Reading 
(Pa.) Phillies.

“The opportunities that I had at SMC, the coaches and 
teachers that taught me, and my parents 
and family that believe in me have 
all enabled me to live a baseball 
life,” Forbes said. “I know that if  
I work hard enough and keep the 
faith, I will be a Major League 
manager.”

Forbes, who with his wife 
Stephanie (Waltrip, ’91) 
is raising three girls and 
expecting another child, 
took time from his busy family 
and spring training schedule to share 
stories and reflections he’s amassed 
since graduating from SMC 20 years 
ago.

* * *
Little League – “A group of  us 

were able to play twice in the Babe 
Ruth World Series. In 1981, Gary Kratz, 
Jeff  Sullivan, Tom Dunn, Pat Wachter, 
Tony Dellasega, and I (Class of  1986) went to 
Jamestown, New York, to play in the 13-year-
old World Series. We are the only team to have 
ever won a game there.  In 1982, Tony, Gary, Jeff, Tim Gill, Rob 
Murphy, Sam Habjan, and Putzer Dayton (Class of  1985) played in 
the Babe Ruth World Series in Manchester, New Hampshire. You 
just don’t forget events like that.  I really feel that this type of  suc-
cess set the tone for our two classes and the success we had in our 
high school careers.”

* * *
Years at SMC – “I hate to lose, and I always felt like we were 

playing for everyone who had played before us at SMC.  I was 
water boy and bat boy, depending on the sport.  I watched first-
hand the traditions of  the school from a very young age. The time 
I spent at SMC was unique, and I feel very lucky to have been a 
part of  it.  The best part of  my athletic career at SMC was being 
able to share it with my Dad. He taught me how to play and how 
to overcome any obstacles (in my case it was usually my size).  He 
taught me that the mental part of  the game is as important as the 
physical part.”

* * *
Lessons Learned – “After you leave SMC, you realize – too 

late – that you should have respected the time you had there.  It 
goes by way too fast. During high school, I played in four state 
baseball tournaments, two state basketball tournaments, and we 
made it to the semifinals three years in football, winning in 1984.  
So there were examples of  not finishing the job. That was very 
hard for us and was what drove us for the next season. . . . I wasn’t 
much into academics until my senior year when I had Marcel 
Normand for two classes and Maggie Ryan for a class.  You wanted 
to do well in Marcel’s class, or you felt you were letting him down. 
Maggie was a no-nonsense, down-to-earth teacher who, after I 

graduated, became as good a friend 
as she was a teacher. Their classes 
taught me organization and that 
what you make important becomes 
important to the people you are 
teaching.”

* * *
First Trip to Major Leagues – 

“Thirty-one glorious days.  Being in 
the same locker room as Cal Ripken, 

fulfilling my lifelong dream of  
playing in the Majors, getting 

my first Major League hit 
in Kansas City in front of  
100 family and friends, and 

remembering how hard it was to 
get there and how much harder 

it was to stay there! . . . As part of  my 
initiation into the Major Leagues, 

I had to wear a skirt and blouse 
through the Toronto airport.  

When you are living your dream, 
it’s weird how it is more funny than embarrassing.  
My experience was mild compared to some of  the 
stuff  I got to witness.”

* * *
Being a Double A Manager: “The position is comparable to 

being a teacher.  My job is to prepare the players for the next level. 
In every organization there are what we call prospects.  These guys 
are our main focus when it comes to development. If  these guys 
are better players when they leave us, we have done our job in the 
eyes of  the organization.  The manager makes up a daily schedule 
which includes early work (extra hitting and fielding), fills out a 
lineup, throws batting practice, hits ground balls to the infielders, 
coaches third base, and makes all game decisions.  I usually get to 
the yard by 11 a.m. and get home around 11 p.m. After games, I 
type a report on the computer and phone in a game report to the 
Phillies’ front office in Philadelphia.”

* * *
Ultimate Goal: “I want to be a Major League manager. There 

are 750 jobs playing Major League baseball and just 30 jobs manag-
ing. I’m not sure I picked the easiest job to earn, but I sure love the 
challenge of  getting one of  those positions.”

– Tom Farmer

Double A Skipper PJ Forbes hopes to one day manage a Major League team
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New turf!

St. Mary’s-Colgan and Pittsburg High 
School share a storied history of  
football success, which should be 

enhanced by the new Field Turf  artificial 
surface at Hutchinson Field. The new field 
will be in place for SMC varsity, junior var-
sity and junior high football games this fall.

Several donors in the community, oper-
ating through the Community Foundation 
of  Southeast Kansas, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, are funding the project. A task force, 
aptly named the St. Mary’s Colgan- USD 
250 Athletic Facilities Task Force Fund, 
worked behind the scenes to iron out the 
logistics. Members of  the group include 
Jim Askins, Steve Sloan, Gary Lundy, Gary 
Price, and Jim Villamaria.

Perhaps an even more welcome 
improvement related to this historic project 
is the construction of  an SMC practice 
football field and running track that will 
be added north of  the new gymnasium so 
that SMC athletes can practice on campus 
instead of  being bussed to Jaycee Ballpark 
for football practice and Pittsburg State 

University for track and 
field practice.

Watco Companies 
has generously agreed to 
enter into a long-term 
lease with the Diocese of  
Wichita for the property 
between 11th street and 
Larry Garman drive. A 
section of  11th Street 
will be closed, connecting the new practice 
facilities to the SMC campus.

“We are very grateful to the Webb fam-
ily and Watco for agreeing to allow for 
use of  the property,” said Jim Villamaria, 
Chairman of  the Task Force. “This has 
been a great project to be a part of  because 
so many people are working together in the 
best interests of  the students of  both SMC 
and USD 250.”

A great advantage of  the state-of-the-
art Field Turf  surface is its durability and 
low maintenance. A game could be played 
on the field every night, and it would be no 
worse for the wear. 

“After researching several options, our 
group was convinced that Field Turf  is the 
best artificial surface available on the mar-
ket today,” Villamaria said. “Pittsburg State 
University has had Field Turf  for several 
years and uses it for their primary practice 
field.”

The addition of  the new practice foot-
ball field also provides a benefit to the 
Pittsburg Community as Jaycee Ballpark 
will no longer have to serve as a dual-
purpose facility.  As a result, additional 
improvements may be made to the outfield 
surface that will enhance that historic ball 
yard.

– Tom Farmer

Artificial surface at Hutchinson Field will benefit SMC 
and PHS; several donors in the community also fund 
new practice field and running track for SMC

Removal of railroad tracks south of Hutchinson Field precedes instal-
lation of a practice football field and running track for SMC athletes. A 
new Field Turf surface is being installed inside the stadium.

Gymnasium taking shape
The new gymnasium 

is scheduled to be 
completed by the end 

of summer. At right 
is a view of the front 

entrance. Below, con-
struction crews work 
on the practice foot-

ball field just north of 
the new gymnasium. 

At far right is the floor 
plan for the  gym.
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For many years the St. Mary’s Altar Society had been saving 
its money. The members dreamed and planned for a new 
building to house the Good Will Store. In June of  2004 

their dreams became reality with the completion of  a new building 
on the northwest corner of  10th and Locust streets, just catty-cor-
ner to the rectory. 

The group was looking out for the schools and parish in their 
planning as the new building provides space for not only the Good 
Will Store, but also St. Mary’s Religious Gifts Store, a weight-lift-
ing facility, and a mechanical work 
shop.

Good Will Store
About 40 Our Lady of  

Lourdes volunteers spend more 
than 12 hours a week at the Good 
Will Store, sorting and stacking, 
then selling mountains of  clothes 
and household items that commu-
nity members generously donate. 
The new building provides them 
with about five times more space 
than their old building. 

Frances Merrell, 
along with Rita 
and Harry Ain are 
the store manag-
ers. Frances reports 
that, “The goal of  
the Good Will is to 
provide clothing and 
household items at 
a reasonable cost to 
members of  the com-
munity.” 

Although the 
goal is service to the 
community, the store 
provides a very nice 
profit for the Altar Society. As a matter of  fact, it was in large part 
money from the Good Will that funded the new building. Now the 
money is used to pay utilities for the building, as well as provide 
parishioners with funeral dinners, altar and Church supplies, includ-
ing recently a new Church sound system. The Altar Society also 
regularly supports various SMC events and provides money for the 
general funds for the schools.

St. Mary’s Religious Gifts Store
The St. Mary’s Religious Gifts Store has evolved. In the ’80s, if  

you needed to order a religious article, you were directed to Ethel 
Brown’s (’41) house. There she would display items on her dining 
room table and pack them back in boxes when you were done. 
After 14 years, the job was passed along to Pat Faucett (’58). Pat 
had recently returned to the Church and feels that she found her 

place in working with the religious items. 
The religious goods were moved to a closet in the St. Mary’s 

Activity Center when it opened in 2000. Slowly storage and display 
shelves were purchased and donated, and the inventory expanded 
to include rosaries, small statues, and reading material. Pat would 
be open one day a week and was slowly developing a business.

As plans for the new Altar Society building unfolded and 
a Religious Gifts Store was included, Pat received some much 
appreciated help. Parishioners Denise Hayes and Elizabeth Smith 
stepped up to help manage the store. 

Denise and Elizabeth both have children at SMC and had con-
sidered opening their own religious store. When they learned that 

the Altar Society was providing space for a 
store, they took the opportunity to become 
involved. According to Denise, the goal of  
the store is to provide educational resources 
and items of  spiritual growth and evangeli-
zation. 

The new store has about 10 times more 
space than the closet. A large selection of  
books, religious pictures, and statues lines 
the walls as well as gifts appropriate for sac-
raments and other religious occasions. 

From hum-
ble beginnings 
to a beautiful 
store, the St. 
Mary’s Religious 
Gift Store 
merits a stop. 
Regular hours 
are Thursday, 
9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.; Friday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.; and 
Saturday, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Weight-Lifting Facility
Although not glamorous, the new weight room is a big 

improvement for our junior high and high school athletes. The 
mirror-lined walls with weight stations are a vast improvement over 
the previous weight room in the basement of  the old gym. The 
weight room is used year-round by both male and female athletes 
in the junior and senior high school. 

Mechanical Work Shop
The last piece of  the puzzle of  this eclectic building is a 

mechanical work shop. This area provides much-needed space to 
service the school busses. It also provides storage for the various 
tools and equipment necessary for the upkeep of  our ever-growing 
campus.

– Chris (Wilbert) Flood, ’85 

Good Will – and then some
St Mary's Altar Society's generosity and many 
volunteers make building a great success

Among the facilities housed in the building on the north-
west corner of 10th and Locust are a Good Will Store, left, 
weight room, top, and Religious Gifts Store, above.
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Book captures SMC history, 1936-2004
What began as a small, family 

research project for Bill Dunn 
turned into an eight-year, 766-

page effort that chronicles SMC’s storied 
history.

Dunn, whose wife Karen (Benelli, ’60) 
is an SMC alumnus, saw his four children 
(Tom-’86, Todd-’89, Margaret-’93, and 
Tyler-’96) graduate from SMC. In an effort 
to preserve memories, Dunn began pulling 
together a record of  his children’s many 
accomplishments, activities, and honors. 
Along the way, he noted information for 
other relatives and friends, and the research 
project quickly grew.

“I expanded my note taking,” Dunn 
noted in the introduction to St. Mary’s-
Colgan High School – Its People, Activities, and 
Honors, 1936-2004. “From there it was a 

natural next step to compile a history of  
St. Mary’s-Colgan people, the activities in 
which they participated, and the honors 
they received.”

Dunn pored over a variety of  resources 
during his lengthy research process includ-
ing yearbooks, newspapers, play programs, 
sports programs, school records, a booklet 
of  parish history, and countless issues of  
The Morning Sun (and its preceding publica-
tions).

This unique, hardback repository of  
SMC history is available for $45. To order, 
contact Dunn at 505 West Jefferson, 
Pittsburg, Kansas 66762, 620-231-0448, or 
bjdunn4@yahoo.com. If  the book is to be 
mailed, a $10 shipping (Priority Mail) and 
handling fee is required.

Francis Lyons (’49) and his wife Joan were forced to evacuate 
their home in Orange, Texas, in September when Hurricane Rita 
struck. They spent a weekend in Pittsburg with Therese Yoakam 
(’44) and attended the SMC homecoming football game followed 
by a surprise 50th anniversary party. The Lyons were able to return 
to their home after a few weeks and were fortunate that their prop-
erty sustained only minimal damage.

* * *
Paul Mullinix (’84) recently received his MBA from Wake 

Forest University. He is Director of  ER Services at Rowan 
Regional Medical Center in Salisbury, N.C. Paul and his wife, 
Margo, have two daughters, Haley and McKenna.

* * *
Anna (Wilbert) Kuhns (’40) is retired and lives in Lewisville, 

Texas, with her husband, James.
* * *
Tim and Chris (Wilbert) Flood (’85) had a daughter, Lauren 

Christine, on March 20, 2006. Lauren was welcomed by brothers 
Aaron, 13, Nathan, 9, and Ryan, 6, and sister Katelyn, 11. 

Justin Hamilton (’99) and his wife Emily (Waltrip) 
Hamilton (’98), Wichita, announced the birth of  a son, Dylan 
Kenneth, February 8, 2006, at Via Christi Regional Medical Center-
St. Joseph in Wichita. Dylan was welcomed home by his brother, 
Bryson Michael.

* * *
Michael Harth (’87) and his wife, Amy, Paola, announced 

the birth of  a daughter, Regan Elizabeth, December 20, 2005, at 
Menorah Medical Center, Overland Park. She is their first child.

* * *
Keith and Kristina (Prewett) Ware (’99), Pittsburg, 

announced the birth of  a son, Konnor Ryan, January 27, 2006, at 
Mt. Carmel Regional Medical Center. Konnor was welcomed home 
by sisters Kaleigh Rose and Katelyn Riley.

* * *
Robert Vacca (’85) and his wife Missy have announced the 

birth of  a son, Landon Patrick Thomas, December 18, 2005, at 
Freeman Hospital, Joplin, Missouri. Landon was welcomed home 
by brother Nicholas Robert and sister Mattson Claire.
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viability of  both Our Lady of  Lourdes par-
ish and our schools.

Parish responds to need
The good news is that the parish is 

responding to the Century of  Hope. Our 
ministries are thriving, facilities are nearing 
completion, components of  the educational 
plan have been implemented, and we have 
raised $3.1 million for the Memorial Fund. 
The goal is $5 million.

Our parish is recognized as one of  the 
leading stewardship parishes in the Diocese 
of  Wichita. The Wichita Diocese in turn is 
recognized as the No. 1 stewardship diocese 
in the country. We will continue to educate 
parishioners on the spiritual dimension of  
giving, and based on the past we believe we 
will be successful in increasing our weekly 
giving by 7-10% over the next three years. 
However, this is not enough funding to 
support both parish operations and the cost 
of  a K-12 school system. 

Fortunately, Father Steinberger and 
John Towner had the vision to start a 
foundation we call the Memorial Fund. 

The Memorial Fund’s objective is to assist 
the parish with its very ambitious mission 
of  providing Catholic education. Since its 
inception, this Fund has provided more 
than $7 million to the parish. Unfortunately, 
the fund’s balance has decreased over the 
past several years despite earning a return 
that is commensurate with the prevailing 
market rate. 

Grow the Memorial Fund
The downturn in the stock market since 

2000, fewer large gifts to the Memorial 
Fund, and an increased reliance on the 
fund due to increased costs of  education 
have all contributed to the Fund’s decline. 
Our dream is to restore the Fund to a true 
endowment whereby only a percentage of  
the income is used. The $5 million cam-
paign will go a long way toward achieving 
this goal.

The parish will implement a financial 
vision that includes increasing weekly giving 
and increasing the Memorial Fund by: 

• Launching a $5 million campaign
• Encouraging planned giving through 

gifts, bequests, trusts, and life insurance 
policies

• Soliciting funds on an annual basis 
from grants, foundations, and SMC alumni

In the coming months, you will receive 
information on the Century of  Hope. 
Please keep our efforts in your prayers 
and consider supporting your alma mater 
by making a gift to this campaign and/or 
to future appeals. With your gifts, you will 
truly “Pass It On.”

– Joe Dellasega, ’79

the most fantastic changes to our campus.
As alumni you are a part of  the past of  SMC, so come cele-

brate and embrace the future. Although the buildings have changed 
and the campus has expanded, it is the people with faith and tradi-
tion that are the essence of  SMC.

Friday
The weekend events will begin with registration on Friday from 

4 until 6:30 p.m. Tours of  the school, including our new elemen-
tary school and gymnasium, will be available. Revive old football 
memories with the walk to Hutchinson Field as we gather together 
as a school to attend the SMC football homecoming game at 7 p.m. 
Following the game will be a social gathering for all alumni and 
guests at Dalton’s Event Facility, located 1 mile west of  Crestwood 
Country Club.

Saturday
You may want to take some time Saturday to explore the SMC 

campus. The schools will be open all day for individual and guided 
tours. Other events on Saturday include a golf  tournament at Four 
Oaks starting at 8 a.m. The tournament will conclude around 1 
p.m. with a hamburger feed. 

For those who prefer an indoor activity, there will be two work-
shops presented by parishioners at the St. Mary’s Activity Center. 
Buddy Gorentz, from Pittsburg Interiors, will present a room deco-
rating demonstration, and Melissa Cedeno, from Steffen Michael’s 
Floral, will give a flower demonstration. Presentations will be from 
10 a.m.-noon, followed by lunch.

Saturday evening’s events, held at Memorial Auditorium, will 

begin with a special Mass at 4:30. This will be followed by a video 
presentation. Activities will move downstairs for a social hour from 
6-7 p.m., followed by a banquet and program from 7-9 p.m. The 
evening will conclude with entertainment provided by SMC Alumni 
from 9 p.m.-midnight. 

Sunday
The reunion will conclude on Sunday with coffee, juice, and 

donuts at the St. Mary’s Activity Center as well as tours of  the 
campus. During the reunion, bricks from the original grade school 
building will be given away. A metal plaque of  the school that can 
be placed on the brick will also be available for approximately $5.

More details and registration information will be mailed out in 
the near future. 

We hope that you take this opportunity to join together with 
all SMC alumni as a school and a family to celebrate the past and 
embrace the future of  St. Mary’s-Colgan.

– Chris (Wilbert) Flood, ’85

Recap, pictures in next issue
A full recap of the reunion including plenty of pictures 

will be included in the next issue of the alumni newslet-
ter. If you have any great shots or stories from the event 
that you’d like to share, send them to Chris (Wilbert) 
Flood at 6664 NE Liberty Road, Weir, KS 66781, or 
ctflood@ckt.net.

Reunion Continued from page 1

Campaign Continued from page 1

Please keep our efforts 
in your prayers and con-

sider supporting your 
alma mater by making a 

gift to this campaign and/
or to future appeals. With 
your gifts, you will truly 

“Pass It On.”
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Askins Continued from page 1

She served us well 
The building was unique and served us well with the cafeteria 

in the basement, the grade school classrooms on the main floor, 
and the high school and gymnasium located on the third floor. 
Activities such as school plays, dances, and assemblies 
provided memories of  our high school 
days. 

We published a school newspaper 
called the Marionette, held Sodality meetings 
in the gym, and sang “Goodnight Irene” to 
the Sisters at the convent to let them know 
our teams had won the big games. I recall 
having very mixed emotions watching the 
third floor of  our school come down. Our 
class of  1960 was the last to graduate from 
the third floor.

Many graduates who remain in Pittsburg 
have children and grandchildren who have 
attended and graduated from SMC. Our 
three daughters, Kathy Wilbert (’82), Julie 
Cedeno (’85), and Amy Kannarr (’89), are 
SMC alumni, and we currently have grand-
children attending SMC schools. 

I joined the teaching staff  in the fall 
of  1987. We have a dedicated staff  and 
administration as well as numerous vol-
unteers who fill so many needs year after 
year. The parish members practice stew-
ardship of  their time, talents, and treasure to provide 
tuition-free K-12 schools and the Parish School of  Religion. 

New facilities, Memorial Fund
The most recent gifts of  a new elementary school and gymna-

sium are provided through generous anonymous gifts. The donors 

are providing facilities that ensure Catholic education in our parish 
for many years to come.

At this time, our parish is conducting a major campaign to 
raise money for the Memorial Fund that was established in 1973. 

This fund provides additional money along with 
weekly giving for the financial operations of  our 
schools and parish. 

My husband, Jim, and I are excited to be 
supporters of  this campaign called the Century 
of  Hope for the Next Generation. As we lis-
tened to presentations and testimonials given 
and memories shared, we realized that we 
are all on a spiritual journey together with 
our Catholic faith at the heart of  our mis-
sion. This faith that in many cases has been 
handed down through generations is the 

foundation for all we do. 

Making way for the new
Jim has been privileged to be one 

of  the members of  the building com-
mittee for the construction of  the new 
school and gym. When the new school 
is completed, we will move out of  the 
old school and into the new. During 
the next phase of  construction, the old 
school will be coming down. This will 
lead up to the closing of  Ninth Street 
and the construction of  a parking lot on 
the grounds of  our present elementary 

school. This phase of  work will be completed by the end of  July. 
The gymnasium will be finished this summer. We are so thankful 
for the vision of  our current leaders and those who have gone 
before us.

– Mary (Keegan) Askins, ’60


