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Answering the call Dutton delivers 
on abilities 
as a National 
Merit Scholar
Determination, desire, disci-

pline, a will to succeed, and 
God-given talent – all the mak-
ings of  a great athlete, or a great 
student.

While headlines and glory 
accompany success on the field 
and on the court, they don’t usu-
ally follow a high score on the 
PSAT, ACT, and SAT. And that’s 
OK with Riley Dutton, ’04.

He didn’t desire notoriety 
as he built an academic resume 
second-to-none. His efforts have 
paid off  in the form of  National 
Merit Scholar (NMS) status, 
which has landed him a full-ride 
scholarship at the University of  
Kansas where he is majoring in 
political science and international 
studies with an eye toward even-
tually earning a law degree.

Riley might not have been a 
heralded high school athlete, but 
he was at the top of  his game 
in nearly everything to which he 
dedicated himself  in high school, 
and the list is long.

To achieve NMS status, 
Riley had to be among the top 
performers nationally on the 

For most people, retirement 
means travel and relax-

ation. For two 1964 graduates 
of  St. Mary’s-Colgan it meant 
travel, but definitely not relax-
ation. Dave and Catherine 
(Meehan) Heffernan retired in 
April of  2003 and joined the 
Peace Corps. After a couple of  
intense months preparing their 
house, their families, and them-
selves to be gone for two 
years, they headed to Outer 
Mongolia.

Language and cultural differences were the 
first hurdles to overcome. Their training began 
in Sukbaatar, just a few miles from the Russian 
border. The new Peace Corps volunteers spent 
the first 10 weeks living with and learning from 
their host family. The host family lives in a world 
of  contrasts. They had indoor plumbing, but no 
hot water. Catherine suggests, just for fun, wash-
ing your hair under a faucet with 40º water to 
get the full effect! 

They prepared food in a wood-burning cook 
stove, and laundry was done by hand in wash 
tubs and hung outside to dry. Yet, the host fam-
ily had electricity, a computer, and TV. Cattle 
grazing and wandering about was a common 

sight as they searched for the sparse grass to 
eat. These first days were filled with language 
classes and working constantly to overcome the 
language barrier. 

In August of  2003 Dave and Catherine 
received their site placements for their next 
two years of  Peace Corps service. They were 
selected to go to the capital city of  Ulaanbaatar. 
Dave works with the Ministry of  Nature and 
Environment in a consulting position for 
Mongolian National Parks and Special Protected 
Areas. Catherine is teaching at the Gurvan 
Erdene Teachers Institute and mentoring 
Mongolian English teachers. This private college 

Retirement brings 
a new life in  
the Peace Corps
for Heffernans

Dear Friends: 
I wish to convey to you today 

my intention to retire at the end 
of  June 2005. The coming school 
term will be a time of  change 
and a time for high energy. Two 

new leaders will be better able to 
address the frenzy that will occur. 
We begin a new QPA cycle, insti-
tute the recommendations of  the 
Meitler Study, and anticipate new 

Forbes announces retirement
His years of service have enriched the lives of many

Catherine (Meehan) Heffernan rides a camel as she learns about the culture 
and way of life in Outer Mongolia, where she is a Peace Corps volunteer.

See Dutton, page 8See Peace, page 4

See Retirement, page 6
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Even though Easter was early this year, 
it is always a special time. Spring 

arrives with flowers blooming, trees bring-
ing forth their leaves, and grass soon ready 
to be cut. The animal kingdom comes to 
life. 

But more impor-
tantly we as Catholics 
celebrate the beautiful 
liturgies of  Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday. We 
are an Easter people 
because we celebrate 
the Paschal Mystery – 
Christ’s suffering, death, 
and resurrection. 

There is that constant process in our 
lives – dying and rising – experiencing the 
Good Fridays and the Easter Sundays of  
our lives. There is always the Easter Sunday 
after the Good Friday even though when 
we are in the midst of  our struggles, pain, 
and suffering, we can’t seem to see the 
light. 

I thought of  what we have experienced 
here at Our Lady of  Lourdes Church and 
St. Mary’s-Colgan schools. Over the years 
we have had our Good Fridays as we 
struggled financially to maintain a quality 
school with great teachers, and we have 
also experienced the Easter Sundays with 
the totally dedicated and committed teach-
ers, sisters, priests, and administration who 
have blessed our halls.

We have experienced the struggles of  

students as they deal with growing up and 
at the same time have been very blessed 
with these and all the students who have 
walked our halls. We can say the same for 
parents and alumni. They have all experi-
enced their own Good Fridays and Easter 
Sundays.
Long-range plan;
new construction

Just recently I read the following in a 
pamphlet: “Palm Sunday could have been 
called the day of  decision for Jesus. The 
road that Jesus took had no U-turn signs. 
Once the direction had been set, that was 
that. From then on it was straight ahead. 
When the issue had to be resolved, Jesus 
did not shirk from making a decision.”  
– Charles A. Copenhaver. 

When I read that, I thought of  the early 
days when the parish decided to include a 
high school in their educational mission. 
That was a time of  decision that set the 
course for us today. Over the years there 
have been numerous significant times when 
keeping the course and direction was a 
struggle, and it would have been easier to 
take another road. 

But somehow the Lord always provided 
us with people with a vision and the means 
to carry on. I have seen it in my past 16 
years here. And once again we are expe-
riencing an Easter Sunday and have been 
blessed. 

Our SMC long range plan, which we 
completed in February, has set the course 
for improving our schools: promote the 

Catholic identity of  our school, address the 
issue of  teacher salaries, provide a solid, 
well-rounded curriculum that includes the 
fine arts, help parents with educational and 
formational workshops and programs that 
will help them as the primary educators of  
their children. 

Another blessing is the gift of  a new 
elementary school and a gymnasium. The 
donors have blessed us with this most gen-
erous gift. We are forever grateful to them 
because without this gift it would have 
been impossible to build a new elementary 
school, which we certainly need, and con-
tinue meeting operating expenses.  

In accepting the gift we have also 
accepted the challenge to provide the 
finances to operate the schools in the 
future. To assist in doing that, we will have 
a capital fund drive next fall to increase 
our own weekly Sunday offering and seek 
donations for the Memorial Fund that 
assists in the education of  our children.

This whole project is a day of  decision 
for us just as Palm Sunday was a day of  
decision for Jesus. We have set the course. 
Jesus did not shrink from the struggles 
involved in the decision and neither have 
we or will we shrink from them. 

When you receive this newsletter, the 
construction will have already been started 
by Crossland Construction of  Columbus, 
Kansas. Pray for the success of  the con-
struction, the SMC long range plan, and 
the capital fund drive.

Mary, Queen of  Peace, intercede for us 
before your Son, Jesus.

– Fr. Tom Stroot

Fr. Stroot

Our Good Fridays and Easter Sundays
We experience both in 
many ways during our lives

In 1858, a poor girl of  Lourdes, France went 
with her sister and another girl to fetch sticks. 

Bernadette Soubirous, age 14, saw a lovely Lady 
at the Grotto of  Massabielle. Upon seeing the 
Lady, who had a rosary draped over her right arm, 
Bernadette began praying the Rosary. Bernadette 
saw the lady 17 more times. 

Word spread about this, and more people 
accompanied Bernadette to the Grotto, but only 
Bernadette could see the Lady. At one of  the sight-
ings Bernadette, following instructions of  the Lady, 
scratched at the muddy earth and began to drink 
and wash from an unknown stream, which was later 
discovered to have miraculous healing powers.

The village Curé had asked Bernadette to inquire 
of  the Lady who she was. On March 25, the feast 

of  the Annunciation, also known as Lady Day, the 
Lady told Bernadette her name. She said, “I am the 
Immaculate Conception.”

Today, many SMC students pass a grotto as 
they enter the high school that is similar in style to 
the one at Lourdes. We have been told that it was 
designed and built by Henry McNeil in the early 
1960s but have been unable to find any other his-
torical information about the grotto. 

Any alumni with information on when the 
grotto was built, what inspired it, or who pro-
vided the statue of  Our Lady is asked to contact 
me at 615 W. Leighton, Frontenac, KS 66763 or 
kspiers@cox.net. Thank you in advance for helping 
us to preserve this piece of  SMC history. 

– Kari (Emerson) Spiers, ’86

What’s the history behind SMC’s grotto?

The grotto to Our Lady outside 
the high school is believed to 
have been build in the 1960s.
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SMC scores well on standardized tests
School officials sometimes cannot be 

confident they’re comparing “apples 
to apples” when evaluating students’ 

performance on standardized tests. Too 
many variables come into play, says St. 
Mary’s-Colgan Guidance Counselor Tom 
Compton.

“We really do not keep testing records 
with the idea of  comparing ourselves to 
others,” Compton said. “The main purpose 
of  disaggregating testing data is for school 
accountability reports such as QPA (Quality 
Performance Accreditation) and NCLB 
(No Child Left Behind). Accountability 
data focuses on improving education, so we 
compare us to us (year to year) to see if  we 
are getting better at doing our job.”

Whichever way one prefers to view stu-
dents’ performance on standardized tests, 
the results put SMC in a positive light as 
students regularly perform above national 
and state averages.

The most prominent – and nationally 
common – standardized tests delivered to 
SMC students are the ACT, PLAN, and 
Explore tests.

ACT
While the ACT college entrance exam 

is an optional test, nearly all SMC students 
(96 percent over the past five years) opt 
to take it. During the past five years, SMC 
students as a group have performed better 
than Kansas and national averages every 
time. Overall, SMC students have scored 
an average of  22.7 on the ACT (scale of  1-
36), compared to the state average of  21.6 
and the national average of  20.9 during the 
same five-year period.

The Class of  2000 and the Class of  
2003 averaged greater than a 24, far sur-
passing state and national averages those 
years. Despite the great results, Compton 
is quick to point out that with SMC’s small 
class size, averages can be misleading.

“Because we have such small classes, 
one or two students’ scores can artificially 
skew our results either way,” Compton said. 
“One or two good scores could mask some 
weaknesses, and one or two bad scores can 
pull down an otherwise successful group.”

PLAN
The PLAN is a mandatory test for all 

SMC sophomores, and it covers the same 
four subject areas tested in the ACT: math, 
science, English, and reading.

In four of  the past six years, more than 

half  of  the SMC class 
scored in the top 25 
percent nationally.

“We would expect 
the scores on the 
PLAN to be higher 
than the scores on 
the ACT because the 
norming group has a 
broader academic and 
socioeconomic base 
than does the ACT,” 
Compton said.

Explore
Given to all eighth graders, the 

Explore test is considered another pre-
ACT exercise at determining students’ 
knowledge in various subject areas.

During the past six years, anywhere 
from 37 percent to 64 percent of  SMC 
students scored in the top 25 percent 
nationwide.

“Again, we expect the results of  the 
Explore to be a little better – enough 
to be statistically significant – than 
the PLAN or the ACT because of  the 
dropout effect (more children in school 
in eighth grade than in later years),” 
Compton said.

Overall
Perhaps the greatest testament to 

SMC’s academic excellence is the qual-
ity of  graduates who go on to enjoy success 
in their chosen fields and endeavors.

“Look at how many successful moth-
ers and fathers have graduated from our 
schools,” Compton said. “Look at the num-
bers of  people who have been successful in 
such a wide variety of  careers in virtually all 

fields. Look at the community leadership in 
Pittsburg.”

The school’s graduation rate is 98 per-
cent, and between 80 and 90 percent of  
each graduating class goes on to at least 
start college.

– Tom Farmer

25.0
24.0
23.0
22.0
21.0
20.0
19.0
18.0

Average ACT Results 
(5-Year Total)

 ENGLISH MATH READING SCI. REAS. COMPOSITE
        SMC Class Avg. 22.2 22.4 23.1 23.9 22.7
        Kansas Avg. 21.0 21.3 22.1 21.6 21.6
        National Avg. 20.4 20.7 21.3 20.9 20.9

Nat. % 1-25 26-50 51-75 76-100 
1999 3% 11% 43% 43% 
2000 0% 3% 20% 78% 
2001 9% 16% 26% 49% 
2002 6% 11% 19% 64% 
2003 3% 13% 32% 53% 
2004 2% 5% 34% 59% 

PLAN Test (10th Grade) 
SMC Student Performance

Explore Test (8th Grade) 
SMC Student Performance

Nat. % 1-25 26-50 51-75 76-100 
1999 2% 24% 37% 37% 
2000 0% 3% 36% 62% 
2001 2% 7% 50% 41% 
2002 2% 18% 31% 49% 
2003 0% 16% 26% 58% 
2004 0% 2% 34% 64% 

Breaking
Ground
Father Tom Stroot presides 
over ground-breaking cer-
emonies on the site of the 
new St. Mary's Elementary 
School. Ground was bro-
ken on March 30, 2005. 
Anonymous donors are 
funding the majority of the 
project that also includes a 
new gymnasium.
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Peace Continued from page 1

was opened about 10 years ago, shortly after the fall of  the USSR. 
Dave and Catherine have four children and eight grandchil-

dren, all living in the United States, whom they miss very much. 
However, they say that the two years are flying by, and they will 
return to their home in Conifer, Colorado, in August of  2005. 
You can read more about the fascinating stories of  their experi-
ences as Peace Corps volunteers by visiting their Web site, www.
heffernanclan.com. It chronicles their adventures in Mongolia and 
is full of  insights and pictures. 

Heffernans meet Papal-Nuncio
After receiving their Peace Corps placement to Ulaanbaatar in 

August of  2003, Catherine and Dave Heffernan attended Mass at 
the new Sts. Peter and Paul Cathedral. 

The first Bishop for Mongolia had recently been installed 
there. He was a Monsignor from the Philippines who 
had done missionary work in Mongolia for several years. 
Mongolia is about 94% Buddhist, but there is optimism 
about Christianity. The new Cathedral is big and one of  the 
nicest buildings in town. Catherine writes that their attitude 
is “build it and they will come.” There are only about 180 
Catholics in the country. 

In November of  2004, the Heffernans were treated 
to meeting the Papal-Nuncio, Archbishop Tscherrig from 
Switzerland. He is the new Vatican Ambassador for both 
Korea and Mongolia and lives in Seoul. In the Archbishop’s 
honor, there was an all-parish celebration at the Cathedral. 
The Mass is celebrated in both Mongolian and English, with 
music is Mongolian. Catherine reports that there is quite a 
mixture of  cultures at Mass. 

– Chris (Wilbert) Flood, ’85

Dave Heffernan, 
above, works with 
the Ministry of Nature 
and Environment in 
a consulting posi-
tion for Mongolian 
National Parks and 
Special Protected 
Areas. At left, the 
Heffernans are pic-
tured with the Papal-
Nuncio, Archbishop 
Tscherrig of 
Switzerland, second 
from right.

St. Mary’s-Colgan schools have been 
blessed to have many businesses pro-

vide support and contributions over the 
years. Each of  these contributions has been 
important to the 
lives of  our stu-
dents.

One such busi-
ness is Cronister 
Ace Hardware of  
Pittsburg. Brian and Donna Cronister are 
good examples of  business owners who give 
their time, talent, and treasure to St. Mary’s-
Colgan. Through Ace Hardware, they pro-
vide SMC with cost-plus discounts to give 
a great price on various supplies. They also 
donate items to be given away at Project 
Graduation. Brian has even purchased a 
paint spinning art machine for use at the 
annual grade school carnival. Ace Hardware 
is a sponsor for radio broadcasts of  sporting 
events and a Booster Club Century Member. 

The Cronisters have given of  their time 

and talent as well by teaching an art class at 
SMC on how to make stained glass.

Brian and Donna purchased Ace 
Hardware in Pittsburg in November 1985. 
They added the Girard store about eight 
years ago. Ace Hardware offers a myriad of  
products. They carry paint and hardware as 
well as various home décor items. “We have 
a good mix of  items,” Brian says.

They can special order a great deal of  
products with a short turnaround on deliv-
ery. “We have two trucks a week, so items 
get here quickly.”

Brian and Donna’s support of  SMC 
started when their children, Matthew (’93), 
Keith (’99), and Brianna (’04), were in 
school and continues today as they watch 
their grandsons wear the blue and white of  
SMC. Brian says they just want to do their 
part to help with the school. “We need SMC 
for the home values and the basic values of  
the school.”

– Chris (Wilbert) Flood, ’85

Help revitalize association
The SMC Alumni Association is 

in need of  new blood! Would you be 
willing to help revitalize this organiza-
tion? If  interested, please contact Jeff  
Wilbert at 620-231-0752 or e-mail him at 
hwilbert@cox.net.

All-school reunion in 2006
Have you been wondering about 

the next all-school reunion? Plans are 
being made for a reunion on Labor 
Day Weekend 2006. You won’t want to 
miss this as there are many exciting new 
changes underway at SMC. 

Tell us your story
In the next issue of  the newsletter, we 

hope to include a few stories from alumni 
who believe that attending SMC impacted 
the rest of  their lives.

Tell us your story, and we might 
include a paragraph or an entire article in 
the Summer-Fall 2005 issue. Send your 
story/comment to Chris Flood, 6664 
NE Liberty Road, Weir, KS 66781, or 
ctflood@ckt.net.

Cronisters ace the art of giving
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Life-changing experience – and then some!

I imagine joining the Peace Corps had 
been running through my mind since 
my freshman year of  college – possibly 

even before then. In the fall of  2001, I had 
just returned home from working at a sum-
mer camp for the elderly disabled in upstate 
New York, and I was scheduled to return a 
few days after Sept. 11, 2001 for additional 
work. 

From New York, a friend and I planned 
to head to Europe, where we would visit 
friends for six weeks before returning 
to the States. After 9/11, work was can-
celled and my friend and I decided to stay 
Stateside.

After a year of  working different jobs 
in Pittsburg, by September 2002, I was 
headed for Togo, West Africa, with the 
Peace Corps. My romanticized depiction of  
the Peace Corps involved walking into the 
village, immediately being received, educat-
ing, and bettering the lives of  those less 
fortunate than I just by my instant pres-
ence; after all, I was there to “help.” I have 
never been so thankful to find myself  so 
wrong.

I was stationed in the village of  Akaba 
in the Plateau Region of  the country, popu-
lation of  about 1,000-1,200 (rough esti-
mate), 90 minutes via bike from the next 
Peace Corps volunteer/phone/electricity. 
I was working as a community health and 
AIDS prevention (CHAP) volunteer. 

My house was made up of  two rooms, 
one of  which I cooked in and one I used 
as a bedroom. I took bucket showers and 
had a private latrine. One village girl would 
walk to and from the local pump to bring 
me water – a 33-minute round trip – and in 
return I paid for her schooling. 

I tried carrying buckets of  water on my 
head, but usually ended up with no water 
by the time I made it back to my house. 
However, the villagers and I usually got a 
good laugh out it. I hand washed my own 
clothes. 

It ended up getting too hot at night to 
sleep inside, so I slept the majority of  my 
nights on the concrete slab outside of  my 
front door – in many ways it was like camp-
ing out, when the ants weren’t crawling on 
you and you weren’t being attacked by bats. 
Luckily, the cat next door befriended me 

and took care of  any bat problem I had.
The primary language in Togo is 

French; however, I believe you can find 
more than 90-plus different local languages 
throughout the country. In my village 
you could find four primary languages, 
but seven languages in all – eight if  the 
nomadic group the Fulani were passing 
through. The local language I was attempt-
ing to learn was Kabye.

I worked alongside the village nurse and 
village mid-wife in the four-room clinic, 
which happened to be infested with ants, 
as my house was. The nurse and mid-wife 
are phenomenal people. With what western 
cultures would consider nearly nothing, 
they operated a health clinic.

We had maybe four or five beds in the 
clinic. We dealt primarily with malaria but 
also did a great deal of  work with vac-
cinations, baby weigh-ins, prenatal care, 
and gave forums to the local schools on 
AIDS prevention. The kids didn’t have 
school books but learned from writing in a 
notebook three times whatever was on the 
board. 

What the Peace Corps does not tell 
you is that most of  your projects will fall 
through, and you will see circumstances 
outside the grasp of  your imagination, 
which will impact you far beyond what you 
can read or gain from a book. In my case, 
I walked away with far more than I could 
have ever given or will be able to give. 

My Peace Corps experience, full of  ups 
and downs which easily reached each end 

of  the barometer, has always been dif-
ficult for me to put into words – spe-
cifically my time with the Togolese 
– but in a poor attempt, it was the 
most humbling, epic, and brilliant span 
of  “growth” I have ever experienced 
in my simple 27 years. Ironically, since 
the moment I stepped off  the plane in 
Lome, Togo, I have felt very “awake” 
in my life. The Togolese gave me far 
more than I could have ever given 
them; they helped me open my eyes 
to see and understand outside my own 
comfort zone.

While my time in Togo and with 
the Peace Corps was cut short and I 
returned home in April of  2003, I do 
not regret any of  it.

I have since returned to Africa 
(Tanzania) and am currently getting my 
Master’s Degree in African Studies at the 
University of  Edinburgh in Scotland. 
The university has one of  the paramount 
Centres for African Studies within the 
United Kingdom..  

Assuming all goes well, I will head back 
to Africa. As far as where and what I will 
be doing, my hope is I will be sent to the 
Democratic Republic of  Congo and work 
with the consequences on gender issues 
and social development in villages suffering 
from the Congolese civil war. But, we will 
have to wait and see where I end up.

– Maggie Fleming, ’96

Despite hardships, hurdles, 
Fleming hopes to return one 
day to Peace Corps in Africa

Maggie Fleming has seen picturesque 
beauty and natural wonders (above), but 
she and her fellow Peace Corps volunteers 
(right, Fleming on left)  have also seen the 
harsh realities of life in underdeveloped 
countries.
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Elizabeth Kelly (’48) proudly boasts that all of  her education 
came at Catholic schools. She attended Sacred Heart Grade 

School in Frontenac, and then came to St. Mary’s-Colgan.
In all of  those years, Elizabeth did not own a horse. She was 

nevertheless passionate about the animals from an early age. She 
told her parents that it was OK for our Lord to be born in a stable, 
but he should have been carried by a horse, not a mule. As a child 
she had a toy wooden horse with springs that became so worn her 
parents had to “bury it” to keep Elizabeth from playing with it.

 Finally, in 1961, when she had her first job at the Jones Store 
in downtown Pittsburg, Elizabeth was able to purchase her first 
horse, Old Bill. By 1965 she was competing in arena shows with 
Shereba, who is the mother of  a gray gelding she still has in her 
pasture. Soon after, she began competitive trail rides; two-day 
events that covered 50 miles. “That’s a thinking man’s race,” she 
says. “You are allotted a certain time to come in to the finish and 
you can’t come in too fast or too slow. You have to walk and trot 
and canter the horse over different terrain.”

But in 1999 Elizabeth was in the right place at the right time 
and purchased her purebred Arabian, Electra. “It was the best 
money I’ve spent in my life,” she says. Elizabeth shows Electra at 
least once a month from March through October. In the last four 
years, she has won trophies, ribbons, and belt buckles as adult high 
point rider, adult high point western rider, and adult high point seat 
rider – each requiring different postures and riding techniques. 

Elizabeth says that riding and taking care of  her horses help 
keep her in shape. She feeds the horses herself  and cleans out the 

stalls. Researching the his-
tory of  the Arabian horse 
has also exercised her 
mind. By studying Arabian 
horse history, Elizabeth 
has gained a better under-
standing of  the Arabic 
culture.

This has shed light on 
many Biblical traditions, 
including the washing of  
the feet. She explained 
that the washing of  the 
feet was a customary 
practice because of  the 
deep Arabic desert sand. 
Upon entering someone’s 
house, feet were nearly 
always washed. When Jesus 
washed the feet of  His 
disciples, it was a very high 

honor that He bestowed upon them. 
Elizabeth’s love of  horses has given her great joy, helped keep 

her in shape, and even given her a better understanding of  the 
Bible. What more could one want from a hobby? She has come a 
long way since the days of  her wooden horse.

– Chris (Wilbert) Flood, ’85

Kelly's passion for horses has deep roots

Elizabeth Kelly finds great joy in work-
ing with horses. (Photo courtesy of Ray 
Brecheisen, The Morning Sun)

structure. New leadership will enjoy the 
energizing vitality that characterizes our 
parish and school vision. All these efforts 
lead me to believe the ensuing challenge 
will be better served in fresher hands.

I thank my wife and family, who 
endured 40 years of  professional absences. 
Their collective support has sustained me 
through arduous times.

Mr. Bob Voboril, Superintendent, my 
leader, my friend – professionalism is syn-
onymous with your presence. Thank you 
for your patience with this curmudgeon.

To the instructors and staff, you have 
made this enterprise viable. Your efforts 
keep our schools in the academic fore-
front across the Diocese. Your profes-
sional demeanor is an inspiration to all our 
patrons.

Our Pastors have been willing to take 
educational chances, and our schools are 
the better for it. The Sisters of  St. Joseph 
nurtured me in my early educational jour-
ney, and I had the pleasure of  working 
with them during my professional career. 
Sr. Cecelia Bush and Sr. Mary Patrick 
O’Conner provided for me the inspiration 

to proceed on this path that is Catholic 
Education.

One of  my favorite poems states:
“A few can touch the magic string
and hungry fame is pleased to claim them.
Alas for those who never sing,
and die with all their music in them.”
My request to my colleagues: do not die 

professionally with 
work undone, and 
lead your students 
likewise. Be assured 
I still have songs to 
sing; I’m just not 
sure of  the stage!

To you parents, 
my sincere thanks for 
your long-term sup-
port, and be assured 
that I will continue 
to love and envision 
great things for our 
school system.

God bless you all.
– Principal Pat 

Forbes

The St. Mary's-Colgan boys basketball team capped a perfect, 26-0, 
campaign with a 52-42 victory over Alma-Waubaunsee in the Class 
2A state championship game on March 12 at Bramlage Coliseum in 
Manhattan. It was SMC's fourth state title in basketball in the past 10 
years. (Photo courtesy of Joe Dellasega, '79)

2005 Class 2A State Basketball Champions
(First undefeated team in school history)

Forbes Continued from page 1 Reception to celebrate 
Forbes' service at SMC

In honor of  Pat Forbes’ years of  
dedicated service to St. Mary's-Colgan 
schools, a celebration will be held in his 
honor. 

The reception will begin at 2 p.m. on 
May 15 in the SMC Activity Center, and it 
will be open to the public.
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Mickey “Meatball” Manfre (1953) 
and his wife, Gaby, live in Aurora, 
Colorado. Mickey retired from Continental 
Airlines and now takes advantage of  the 
flying benefit to visit his children and 
grandchildren. One son and daughter-in-
law live in the wine country of  northern 
California. The other son and his family of  
three young girls live in the Denver area. 
“Meatball” is a self-proclaimed spoiler of  
his granddaughters!

* * *
Mary (Habjan) Cashero (1962) is 

a registered nurse working at the Labette 
County Medical Center. She and her hus-
band, James, live in Pittsburg. As for their 
children: Teresa and Mike are in Parsons, 
Mark and Dennis are in Pittsburg, J.D. is in 
Anchorage, Alaska, and Tim is in Joplin.

* * *
Barbara (Miller) Pettinger (1973) 

has recently moved to Diamond, Missouri 
from Parsons along with her husband, 
Edward, and daughter, Jessica, 14. Her 
husband is employed at Anchor Stone of  
Joplin, Missouri. Her daughter is a fresh-
man at Diamond High School, is an honor 
student, and recently received a part in the 
Nutcracker ballet. Her son, Matthew, 22, 
remains in Parsons and works for Ron’s 
IGA as frozen foods department manager. 
Barbara has home schooled for several 
years and is now staying at home and get-
ting the house in order after their move.

* * *
Ted Yaghmour (1987) is an anesthesi-

ologist at Northwestern Memorial Hospital 
in Chicago. He specializes in regional anes-
thesia (acute pain) and obstetrics (epidurals 
for labor and delivery). He and his wife, 
Lisa, have two children, Anthony, 5, and 
Andrew, 1.

* * *
Ben VanBecelaere (1991) was 

deployed to Iraq as part of  the 
Headquarters Company with the Dakota 
Battalion of  the Army. Ben’s wife, Caralee, 
is in Ft. Riley, Kansas with their two sons, 
Joshua, 5, and Seth, 2. Ben’s mailing address 
is: CPT Benjamin R. VanBecelaere, HHC 1-
13 AR, Camp Taji, APO, AE 09378.

 

* * *
Kevin Cumiskey (1993) resides in 

Stillwater, Oklahoma and is an instructor 
and student at Oklahoma State University. 
He is currently pursuing a PhD in 
Marketing.

Birth Announcement
Kyle (1991) and Lori Fleming of  

Pittsburg have announced the arrival of  
their baby boy, Aidan James Fleming. Aidan 
was born April 24, 2004 in Kyzylorda, 
Kazakhstan and adopted on January 20, 
2005. Kyle and Lori traveled to Kazakhstan 
to bring home their baby. Grandparents are 
Mark and Brinda Bolton, Ft. Scott, Kansas, 
and Bob (1960) and Peggy Fleming, Weir, 
Kansas.

Alumni Update: Your classmates would like to hear from you, and this newsletter is 
a great means of staying in touch. Please complete this form or e-mail the following 
information to Chris Flood (6664 NE Liberty Road, Weir, KS 66781, ctflood@ckt.net).

Name: _______________________________           Year Graduated: _________

City/State: ______________________/______

Occupation: __________________          Name of Spouse: __________________

Children: __________________________________________________________

Other Information: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

On September 25, 2004, Tom Saia (’66) was inducted into the 
National Junior College Athletic Association Football Hall 

of  Fame. Tom is currently the Athletic Director at Cowley County 
Community College in Arkansas City, Kansas. 

Tom knew ever since he was a sophomore in high school that 
coaching is what he wanted to do. However, he never dreamed of  
achieving such a prestigious honor. 

In a recent interview Tom said, “My high school football coach, 
Frank Crespino, motivated me to realize that this is what I wanted 
to do with my life.”

Tom coached 12 years at the junior college level. Eight of  
his teams were ranked in the top 15. He was named the Jayhawk 
Conference Coach of  the Year in 1986 and 1994. Tom was nomi-
nated by former players and coaches for the NJCAA Hall of  Fame.

“Being nominated was pretty emotional for me,” Tom said. 
“That was enough for me right there. I have been surrounded by 

great people that got me to the point where I am today. It doesn’t 
get any better than this. To be selected by your peers is pretty spe-
cial.”

Tom coached 16 players who went on to play professional ball. 
Ten of  his former players are now coaching at the junior college or 
university level. This includes his son Bryce, who is an assistant/
defensive coach at Southern Illinois University.

Tom started his coaching career at Erie High School where he 
led the Red Devils to the state playoffs. He coached at Louisburg 
and Coffeyville Field Kindley High School before moving to the 
junior college ranks. 

He has coached at Coffeyville, Butler County, Hutchinson, and 
Independence Community College. Altogether, Tom has spent 
21 years coaching football. The teams that he has served as head 
coach or assistant coach have had a combined record of  126 wins, 
77 losses, and one tie.

Tom and his wife, Sue, dean of  student life at Cowley, have 
three other children, Boomer, Tommy, and Courtney.

– Chris (Wilbert) Flood, ’85

Saia inducted into NJCAA football hall of fame
He recognizes Crespino for motivating
him to become a top juco head coach
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Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test taken 
during his junior year. That was the first 
step. Then he had to complete a rigorous 
application that included a personal essay 
and several recommendations. He also had 
to achieve a very high score on the SAT.

His influences
“I give so much credit to the school 

and Mr. Compton, my guidance counselor, 
because if  they wouldn’t have offered the 
PSAT to students, I never would have even 
known about the scholarship,” Riley said.

Tom Compton says his role in student 
success is actually limited. Riley is the sec-
ond Panther to achieve NMS status during 
Compton’s 22-year tenure at SMC. Sarah 
Scott was a National Merit Finalist in 1998.

“I inform students and parents of  the 
National Merit process and make all of  
the arrangements for the students to take 
the PSAT. If  they have questions about 
resources for preparing for the various test-
ing programs, I can point them in the right 
direction,” Compton said. “I really believe 
that the classroom teachers play a more 
significant role. They are the ones who 
prepare the students in the critical areas of  
reading, writing, math, science, and social 
science.”

Riley concurred. “Colgan has excellent 
teachers and staff  and the great resources 
which prepared me for the entire process,” 
he said. “I cannot simply point to one 
event or person which helped me during 

the process. It was truly my entire high 
school career at SMC which enabled me to 
become a National Merit Scholar.”

Actually, there’s one faculty member 
who influenced 
him more than the 
others. His mother, 
Tama Dutton, 
teaches religion at 
SMC. She knew 
when Riley was 
reading at the age 
of  three that he 
had a special gift, 
and she believes the 
environment at SMC 
was conducive to Riley cultivating his gift.

“Probably, in my opinion, the biggest 
edge is the small class size,” Tama said of  
SMC. “The teacher is able to provide more 
individual attention. Also, the discipline in 
the classrooms is a huge advantage to the 
students.”

Tama and her husband, Randy, have 
always supported Riley in whatever he’s 
wanted to pursue. 

“My parents have always encouraged 
me to try hard in school and do my best in 
life,” Riley said. “They were always there in 
the background, giving me confidence and 
telling me that I could do anything I set my 
mind to.”

Currently wrapping up his first year at 
KU, Dutton knows he is experiencing a 

rare opportunity. If  he maintains at least 
a 3.25 GPA in the Honors Program and 
completes at least 30 course hours each 
year, he’ll maintain his National Merit 
Scholarship, which covers all costs associ-
ated with college (tuition, room, board, 
books, and more).

At KU, he resides at Grace Pearson 
Scholarship Hall, home to 50 like-minded 
young men. Two of  his three roommates 
are close friends, Nolan T. Jones, ’03, and 
Kevin Robertson, ’04.

Preparation
Riley didn’t spend every waking hour 

cracking books during high school. Some 
weeks he didn’t have to study outside of  
school; other weeks he’d work 10-15 hours 
on his academic pursuits. During debate 
season he worked even longer hours per-
fecting his messages and presentation. 
He also was assistant manager at the mall 
movie theater.

He has some advice for students striv-
ing to reach their academic potential: Do 
your best at all subjects, but especially 
English and math, which are primary com-
ponents of  most standardized tests. And 
one other thing:

“Listen to your parents and teachers,” 
he said. “They may seem like they just want 
to ruin your good time, but they really do 
have your best interests at heart.”

– Tom Farmer

Dutton Continued from page 1

Riley Dutton


