
Winter 2002 Vol. 2, No. 1

Fr. Tom 2

Stone Panther 3

Principals 7

Calendar 8

Coaches give their all
Martin, Smith, Cichon and Watt have racked up 87 years of teaching and coaching
experience at SMC, enjoying success on the field, on the court and in the classroom

The numbers tell only
part of the story.
Three boys coaches

with a combined 58 years
of coaching experience at
SMC. A combined 728-249
record. And 10 state cham-
pionships, eight of which
have come in the past six
years when they posted a
combined 312-52 record
(.857 winning percentage).

While impressive by
themselves and likely
unmatched by any other school
in the state, these numbers only
begin to tell what football
coach Chuck Smith, boys bas-
ketball coach Wayne Cichon,
and baseball coach Mike Watt
have accomplished at St.
Mary's-Colgan during their
long tenures.

The wins and champi-
onships are merely by-products
of a system in which nurturing
of faith, teamwork, dedication,
a commitment to excellence,
hard work, and respect are
stressed by the coaches. The
coaches are role
models who
live what they
preach. Their
players strive to
do the same.
The end results
are predictable.

�You don't get into coach-
ing to win state champi-
onships,� Smith says. �When I
started teaching, there was
never a goal to win a state
championship. You go in and
do the best you can, give the
kids the best experience they
can have and feel some gratifi-
cation knowing that you were a
part of their lives, hopefully a
positive part.�

Positive indeed.
Why did you come to SMC?

Cichon: �It was an oppor-
tunity to become a head coach.
I have remained here because I

want my children to have the
opportunity to attend a
Catholic school, which enables
them to be successful in every
aspect: spiritual, academic, and
extracurricular.�

Watt: �I feel like I've never
left SMC. Thirteen years as a
student and 17 years as a
teacher-coach. That is three
quarters of my life. The
Church, staff, students, fellow
coaches, the athletic traditions,
everything that surrounds the
mystique of SMC is very spe-
cial to me.�

Smith: �There was a lot of
influence from my wife, a
Colgan grad. Frank Crespino
resigned and Ray Ryan asked
me if I was interested in the
job. I came home one night
and Beth had a (short) list for
staying and a (long) list for

In 29 years of teaching
and coaching at St.
Mary�s-Colgan, Ed

Martin has harvested mounds
of great memories. But he is
quick to point out that none
of them would exist without
his players and colleagues.

Many worthy and suc-
cessful
coaches have
headed up
girls teams at
SMC through
the years, but
none has laid
more bricks
on the foundation than
Martin. He coached volley-
ball for 26 years before
resigning that position after
the 2000 season, making him
one of the longest − if not

SMC players and fans celebrate the first of two straight state
championships after defeating Claflin in the 2000 Class 2-1A title
game in Hays. The Panthers have won 26 straight contests.

Wins and titles are
by-products of
faith and hard work

Chuck Smith Wayne Cichon Mike Watt See Boys Coaches, page 4

Martin helps build
strong foundation 
for girls athletics

Ed Martin

See Martin, page 5
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This issue of the alumni newsletter is
dedicated to the men and women
who have served our school and

youth as coaches over the past couple
decades. Many of you have benefited
from these men and women who have not
only been a part of the educational
process but also the athletic traditions of
our schools. When I speak to our students
in the context of athletics, I speak to them
and address them as student-athletes. Our
coaches are similarly referred to as a
teacher-coaches. 

We have been blessed
over the years with great
teacher-coaches. Many of
you know better than I
the wealth of talent that
we have had leading our
young men and women
on the court and on the
field.

I am more familiar
with those who have been
a part of the schools since
1977 and they and their
teams and individuals
have certainly fared well.
Consistency is  important

when we speak of coaches.
For example, Chuck Smith has been

our football coach for the past 22 years.
Before him Frank Crespino coached for
19 years. We have had 57 seasons of foot-
ball with a total of five coaches, and
Frank and Chuck coached 41 of those sea-
sons.

Arkie Hoffman, Adolph Spigarelli,
and Lon Farrell were the other coaches.
Our school football record is 434 wins,
115 losses and 9 ties for a 77.7 winning
percentage. This year the varsity, junior

varsity, eighth grade
and seventh grade foot-
ball teams were all
undefeated.

Wayne Cichon, our
present basketball
coach, has been very
successful and has
brought basketball to the
forefront, no longer a stepchild to foot-
ball. He is in his 19th season and has two
state championships to his credit.

Mike Watt will begin his 17th season
as baseball coach this spring. His teams
have an incredible record with state cham-
pions in four of the last five years.

Ed Martin has been coaching various
sports, primarily volleyball, for the past
27 years. The girls athletic teams continue
to be respectable and competitive repre-
senting our school in state competitions.

And we can�t forget those years when
the total coaching staff consisted only of
Frank Crespino and Pat Forbes. One was
the coach and the other was the assistant.
Last year Frank was inducted into the
KSHSAA Hall of Fame. In recent years
we have also been blessed with very good
junior high coaches. The success of our
athletic programs is in part due to
Tradition, the generous spirit and dedica-
tion of our coaches, their wisdom, talent
and length of service. 

I end with a favorite saying of mine:
�You win some, you lose some, and some
should be rained out.� What counts is the
game of life and attaining the Eternal
Crown. Sports helps us in so many ways
to learn to work with others, to be perse-
vering in spite of difficulties, to be
responsible, accountable, and disciplined.
We win on the court, on the field, and in
life because we have goals and are dedi-
cated, committed and disciplined.

Fr. Tom Stroot

Teacher-coaches prepare students

Blessings and greetings this New
Year! With the September 11th attack
on America and everything that has
happened in the last few months, most
of us have taken note of the things we
hold most dear, especially the people
we sometimes take for granted.

We lost a great deal besides lives,
property and financial stability. One of
those gifts taken away from us is a
sense of security. We surely don�t feel
as safe as we did. If any of you experi-
enced the loss of a loved one, a fellow
worker, or a friend in the tragedy, know
that our prayers have been with you and

the many others who have suffered
losses. 

We cannot take for granted the gift
of freedom that our men and women in
the Armed Forces so vigorously protect
for us. This freedom provides us many
opportunities and choices. Among those
is the freedom to practice our Faith and,
closer to home, the freedom to provide
Catholic formation and education in a
parish school system. Again we thank
you, the alumni, for being a part of the
history and tradition of our parish and
schools.

We cannot take our blessings for granted

Pat Forbes

Frank Crespino

SMC has a rich history of musical the-
ater, with memories to last a lifetime!

Remember The Glass Menagerie,
Camelot, or My Fair Lady? Or how about
The Miracle Worker or Guys �N Dolls?
You may have been an actor, on the stage
crew, or a member of the audience, but
still the memories linger.

The SMC theater/auditorium desper-
ately needs your help! The stage is in
need of repair. The dimmer and lighting controls need upgraded. The lighting

needs a computer-driven console, and so
on. The Fine Arts Committee needs your
donations to help facilitate these improve-
ments. We are writing grant applications,
requesting the support of the parish, and
requesting your help.

Please send your dollars to the Theater
Fund, c/o SMC, 212 E. 9th St., Pittsburg,
KS 66762. Help us continue to make
these memories happen.

Nancy (Hoff) Scott, �67

Theater/auditorium desperately needs your help

Students perform in a 1985 production
of Camelot.
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The world is a safer place because of
St. Mary�s alumnus Andrew
Johnson, a senior analyst with

Science Applications International Corp.
(SAIC), in McLean, Virginia.

In his current assignment, Johnson is
responsible for helping to execute a $400-
million-a-year program to eliminate
strategic nuclear weapons in the Ukraine,
Belarus, and Kazakhstan. The U.S. gov-
ernment has contracted with SAIC to
accomplish nuclear disarmament in direct
relation to the passage of the 1991 Soviet
Nuclear Threat Reduction Act.

Johnson oversees local contractors in
each country for the safe transportation
and destruction of the nuclear materials.
He got into the business of destroying
nuclear weapons after a successful career
in the Army.

He was commissioned as a second
lieutenant in 1963 and was assigned to the

U.S. Army nuclear weapons detachment
in Germany. Johnson served in many
high-level positions relating to nuclear
weapons including: chief of the nuclear
weapons test branch for the Atomic
Energy Commission�s Division of
Military Applications, staff analyst in the
Strategic Operations Division of the
Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
and special assistant for nuclear weapons
security and survivability to the Office of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense.

In 1988, Johnson was named deputy
commander of the U.S. Army Nuclear and
Chemical Agency. In 1989, Johnson
retired as a Colonel from the Army and
joined the private business world. 

Johnson and his wife, Annette, have
three grown children: Tracy, Philip and
Wendy. Many SMC graduates will also
remember Andy�s mother, Lillian, who
was our school secretary for many years.
She now lives in Great Bend, KS and is
almost 95 years old.

Chris (Wilbert) Flood, �85

Johnson plays role in nuclear disarmament
1958 graduate has storied
past in government positions

SMC Alumni
in the Military

Mark Mayerske (1990)
Naval Pilot
Vance Air Force Base
Enid, Oklahoma

Kirk Duncan (1997)
Ft. Lewis Army Base
Tacoma, Washington

Jeremy Wishall (1999)
501st Army Airborne
Ft. Richardson
Anchorage, Alaska

Derek Hooper (2000)
Schofield Barracks Military
Reserve
Schofield, Hawaii

Because of the hard work of many SMC
Alumni, the east side of the Activity

Center has been newly landscaped and is
the proud home to our Stone Panther. The
idea for the landscaping and panther
emerged from the committee working on
the All-School Reunion back in 2000.

With great volunteers, the landscaping
was completed prior to the reunion. After
the reunion, many contacts were made
regarding a stone panther, but the prices
were way out of our league. Finally, a con-
tact was made with Bayer Stone in, ironi-
cally, St. Mary�s, Kansas! We should have
known this would pan out with, after all, a
panther for St. Mary�s-Colgan from St.
Mary�s, KS.

We were eventually put in contact with
the artist/sculptor, John P. Kennedy, in
Delphi Falls, NY. He agreed to make our
Panther. (Note: Go to
cazenovia.com\kennedy to view John
Kennedy�s work.)

To raise the necessary funding, a �sock
hop� and silent auction were held in

February 2001. Finally, after much brain-
storming, e-mailing, and site preparation,
the Stone Panther arrived and was perma-
nently set in its new home.

The final cost for the landscaping and
Panther was $2,500. All who enter the
Activity Center are now greeted by the
Panther that is not only a symbol of our
school, but a reminder of what can be
accomplished when all work together.

Karen (Wilbert) McCormick �83

Panther history?
What is the history of the panther as the

school mascot? Send your recollections to
Chris Flood (ctflood@ckt.net), drop a letter
to her at 6664 NE Liberty Rd, Weir, KS
66781, or call 620-396-8909.

Stone Panther
adds to beauty 
of Activity Center

Would you like to help with the
alumni newsletter? If you are inter-
ested, there are many opportunities to
help including writing, editing, gather-
ing information, updating alumni
addresses, and mailing. For more
information, contact Chris Flood
(ctflood@ckt.net or 620-396-8909),
6664 NE Liberty Rd, Weir, KS 66781.

Your help is needed
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leaving, so that was that.�
How have your teams been able to
enjoy such success in recent years?

Cichon: �We have been blessed with
very talented players over the years.�

Watt: �Players and coaches draw their
motivation from the great tradition of
SMC athletics and believe that they are
part of something bigger than themselves.
Players and coaches are passionate about
their sports, which keeps them striving
toward their ultimate goal of a state
championship.�

Smith: �Sometimes the kids here at
Colgan have won in spite of me. The kids
play hard. They're good, disciplined kids,
and they do everything we ask. I really
appreciate the quality of the disciplined
student-athlete that we have around here.�
Describe the working relationship
among coaches at SMC.

Cichon: �The coaching staff is very
cordial and cooperative.�

Watt: �We trust and support each
other, laugh with and at each other, and
basically have a great time working
together. There is a tremendous amount of
respect. I don't think our relationships
could be any better. The best compliment
I can give them is that I look forward to
them coaching my two boys, Willie and
Jesse.�

Smith: �There's something about it
that they're still here because I know they
could have made more money had they
gone somewhere else. Coach Cichon's
been a tremendous help to me. Coach
Watt is as good a coach as there is in the
area. Then you've got a guy like Mr.
Forbes who's been here over 35 years.
The people you can't overlook though are
the Maggie Ryans who've been here 30

years and Ed Martin who's been here for
30 years, and Tom Compton who gradu-
ated from here and has been here for 22
years. We wouldn't make it without them.
A lot of people put their whole hearts into
what they do.�
How have Pat Forbes, Fr. Tom, and
other administrators helped you?

Cichon: �They have always been sup-
portive of and continue to support our
basketball program.�

Watt: �The SMC administration, Fr.
Tom, Pat Forbes, and Frank Crespino
have always been very supportive. Their
years of experience as administrators and
coaches have been an invaluable resource
for me as a coach.�

Smith: �Fr. Tom does a lot of work to
give us the best of everything we could
possibly have. It's a tremendous hardship
to keep this school open. He just works
constantly. You've got to give Pat credit
for knowing how to hire people. He puts
his trust in them, and they do their best
with the kids. He oversees everything, but
he still gives you the freedom to run your
program the way you see fit.�
What is your greatest memory as a
coach at SMC?

Cichon: �It would be very difficult to
pick a greatest memory
as a coach, but one of
the many would have
to be winning the first
state championship in
basketball. SMC had
success in football and
baseball at the state
level, but to bring bas-
ketball to the level of
the other two was very
gratifying.�

Watt: �This is

almost impossible to answer. I
have had so many great mem-
ories: individual players, indi-
vidual plays, and so many
great games. Each state cham-
pionship team was very spe-
cial and unique in its own
way. My greatest memory is
standing on Soden Grove field
in Emporia and watching my
players celebrate with family
and friends. There is just a

huge sense of accomplishment.
It is an indescribable and satis-

fying experience that coaches and players
will share for a lifetime.�

Smith: �It's been special winning the
two state championships with my boys at
quarterback, but that first state title was
important too. I followed such a great
man in Frank Crespino that when I won a
title it took a little bit of pressure off of
me.�
How are SMC student-athletes differ-
ent from those at other schools?

Cichon: �They are very dedicated to
achieving success, but I believe that it
goes much deeper in that the parental sup-
port is a driving factor in achieving suc-
cess spiritually, academically, and athleti-
cally.�

Watt: �The kids have prayed, played,
and learned together for many years. They
are aware of each other's strengths and
weaknesses and have developed a strong
sense of trust. They know that their par-
ents and coaches have all the faith in the
world that they will succeed. The SMC
student-athlete has a strong sense of
belonging and ownership in their teams.
Confidence, hard work, dedication, and
recognizing that their coaches, family, and
parish care as much as they do are what
make the SMC athlete special.�

Smith: �There's a lot of unity here
amongst the players, and I think a lot of
unity amongst the families. This is a small
town. You always have VanBecelaeres
and you always have Dellasegas and you
always have Wachters and Schiefelbeins.
Those names that continually appear
make a difference. The parents love the
school. The kids love the school. The
community's been good to the school. It's
just a real positive thing.�

Tom Farmer

Boys coaches
Continued from page 1

The 1996 Panthers captured the state title at Bramlage
Coliseum in Manhattan.

Coach Watt�s first state championship team
downed Chase County 8-3 in the 1993 title game.
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the longest − tenured coach in a single
sport in school history. He also coached
girls basketball for 10 years.

A science teacher who continues
to serve as boys golf coach, Martin does-
n�t chalk up his longevity to anything he�s
done, however. He points to others −
players, coaches, and administrators.

�From Frank Crespino I learned the
importance of dedication to the task of
coaching. I didn�t coach with Frank over a
long period of time, but his dedication
was unparalleled.�

�From Wayne Cichon I learned much
about managing kids. Wayne has an art of
managing kids so well while seemingly
doing so little to accomplish that end.�

From especially Chuck Smith, but
also from Wayne, I have learned that high
school coaching is not just about wins and
losses, but it is first and foremost about
endeavoring to develop quality young
people who are a class act. I have also
learned much from Chuck about sensitiv-
ity and awareness of what is going on in
people�s lives and of encouragement. I am
so impressed with what Chuck and Wayne
have done in the development of our
young men. I do not feel I have been par-
ticularly successful at that, but it was not
from lack of effort.�

�From Tom Compton I have learned
volumes about work ethic. I am not sure I
have ever known anyone that is as dedi-

cated to his students and
loves his students as
much as Tom. It is hard
to find an hour of the day
or night when Tom
Compton is not �in the
building.� And knowing
Tom as I do, that can be

translated into love of those he serves.�
�From Mike Watt I have also learned

about dedication to the task. One of the
keys to Mike�s success is that he simply
out practices everyone else.�

The most important thing Fr. Tom
Stroot and Principal Pat Forbes have
done for him and the other coaches,

Martin says, is �trusting us and
staying out of the way and letting
us do our job. . . . Part of Pat�s
administrative philosophy is to hire
good people and let them do their
job.�

�There also have been many
assistant coaches who have con-
tributed very significantly to the
success of our volleyball program.
Each contributed in their own
unique and special way. These
include �Tisy� McLeod, Tracy
Andes, Julie Hizey, Erin Jones,
Patricia Boman and certainly Ann
Brown, who accomplished some-
thing in her first year as head vol-

leyball coach (2001) that we were
never able to accomplish while I was

coaching. That is accomplishing some-
thing at the state tournament once we got
there. Ann, as a first-year head coach, led
the Lady Panthers to third place at the
state tournament.�

While Martin is quick to credit others,
the success of his teams speaks for itself.
Between 1993 and 2000, his volleyball
teams advanced to the state tournament
seven times. And his boys golf teams fin-
ished second at state in 1993 and won the
title in 1996. He�s proud to point out that
the only girl pictured in a state champi-
onship mural in the Activity Center lobby

Tom Compton

Chuck Smith
Sport: Football
Years: 22 (1980-present)
Record: 182-46, .798 winning
percentage
Highlights:
State champi-
onships in 1984,
2000, 2001; run-
ner-up in 1991,
1999; semifinals
in 1983, 1985,
1996; 2001 Kansas All-Class
Coach of the Year.
Teaches: Algebra, drafting,
geometry; physical education.
Miscellaneous: Head baseball
coach five years, head high
school track coach 10 years
(boys state championship in
1993); head girls basketball
coach two years; junior high
track coach; athletic director.

Wayne Cichon
Sport: Boys basketball
Years: 19 (1984-present)
Record: 265-144, .648
winning per-
centage
(Note: does
not include
current sea-
son)
Highlights:
State cham-
pionships in 1996, 2000;
third in state in 1997, 1999;
fourth in state in 1988.
Teaches: Algebra, calcu-
lus.
Miscellaneous: Assistant
football coach 19 years;
Junior High School
Principal.

Mike Watt
Sport: Baseball
Years: 17 (1986-present)
Record: 281-79, .781 winning
percentage
Highlights: State
championships in
1993, 1997, 1998,
1999, 2001; run-
ner-up in 1992;
third in state in
1995; fourth in
state in 1994, 2000; 1999 Kansas
All-Class Coach of the Year; 2000
Midwest Coach of the year by the
National Federation of High
School Coaches Association.
Teaches: Physical education.
Miscellaneous: Junior high foot-
ball coach 17 years; assistant
basketball coach six years; junior
high track coach six years.

Ed Martin
Sport: Volleyball
Years: 26 (1975-2000)
Record: More that 400
victories
Highlights:
State tour-
nament six
times.
Teaches:
Science.

Miscellaneous: Head girls
basketball coach 10 years;
currently boys golf coach
(state champs in 1996 and
runner-up in 1993); volley-
ball athletic director.

Martin

Martin�s 2000 volleyball team posted a 30-6
overall record.

Continued from page 1

See Volleyball, page 6
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Farrell brought out the best in us
Lon Farrell was (football) coach during my years. He took

a program that was floundering a bit and made us into a pow-
erhouse. He was a tough taskmaster, but he had the ability to
reach us and get us to focus. We always left it all on the field.
Every effort was 110%.  My recollection of the reason we
sang �Goodnight Irene� was that it was a �prohibited� song
and a win gave us a little freedom to be naughty.

Andy Johnson, �58

Smith�s small gesture had big impact
I picked this story because it is one of a million examples

of what makes Coach Smith special. This is typical Chuck
Smith. It was 1991. I was a sophomore, and in a JV game late
in the year I injured my kidney really bad. I was in the hospi-
tal for about a week, and when I got out I turned in my equip-
ment for the year.

That year, we ended up going to the state championship
game against Atwood. I can remember I was disappointed that
I wouldn�t get to suit up for the game. I definitely wouldn�t
have played, but I wanted to get to go through the warm-ups
before the game and after halftime.

I asked Coach Smith that week if there was a way I could
get my equipment back out so that I could suit up. He knew I
was disappointed, but he had already packed everything away
and would not be able to get it back out. Then the day of the
game came. He was so busy in the locker room; there were
reporters interviewing him, he was thinking about the game,
and in the middle of all that, he managed to think of me.

It was a cold day and during the game it even snowed. He
asked me to go out to the field and check the playing surface.
I remember going out there and pounding the ground with my

fist, and running back in to tell him how hard the ground was.
That may not seem like a big deal, but it�s the fact that he had
the presence of mind to give me something �important� to do.
That�s the way he is. He always thinks of his players first.
I�ve heard many kids call him their second father.

John Duncan, �94

Crespino leaves lasting legacy
I believe that through the years no one has touched as

many players, students, parents, and fans as Coach Crespino.
Coach Crespino is still referred to as �Coach� by his ex-play-
ers. This is the highest from of respect that we can show for
someone who taught us something about football and about
life.

Coach had a work ethic that was before his time. In addi-
tion to teaching and administrative responsibilities, he also
invested greatly in athletics. He was, and still is, a very men-
tally tough individual who had high expectations for himself
and for his players.

His teams were conditioned, disciplined, and prepared. He
expected to win, and he expected us to put in the time and
effort to compete. The results speak for themselves with two
state championships and a 33-game winning streak. However,
Coach�s career is about more than wins and losses.

To this day former players, myself included, work to earn
his respect. We know the sacrifices that he made for us and
for St. Mary�s-Colgan schools, and in some small way we all
know that we must pass a piece of this on to our children and
our communities.

Coach made financial sacrifices through the years to stay
at small Catholic school. However, if wealth can be measured
in love and respect, Coach would be one of the richest men in
all of Kansas.

Joe Dellasega, �79

Coaches conjure up fond memories for alumni

is Gretchen Harth, a member of the 1996
golf team.

Martin has numerous fond memories
of players. He recalls that he had many
sets of three sisters come through the
ranks and two sets of four sisters, the
Pattersons (Jessica, Jerri, Janea, and
Justina) and the Forbes (Lisa, Julie,
Kathy, and Steffanie).

He credits two of his former volley-
ball players for turning around the pro-
gram nearly a decade ago.

�The most important coaching deci-
sion I ever made was allowing Libby
Barber and Lori Bogner to put in an
offense they had learned at a volleyball
camp,� Martin said. �I learned so much
about the game of volleyball from that
offense, and that began our run of suc-

cess. We had been
modestly successful
before that time, but
this sent our program
to a new level.�

Martin treasures the
privilege of teaching in
a Catholic school and
says faith plays a sig-
nificant role in athlet-
ics success.

�I doubt that the
individual athletes at
SMC are any different
than at any other
school,� he says. �The
thing that makes SMC
athletes different is the unity brought
about by like precious faith and the her-
itage and tradition of SMC.�

All of which Martin has helped estab-
lish and solidify.

Tom Farmer

Volleyball
Continued from page 5

The 2001 softball team made school history with the
program�s first trip to the state tournament. The
Panthers went on to capture third place.
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The current issue of the alumni
newsletter is focusing on the coaches
who have impacted the lives of the

majority of St. Mary�s-Colgan graduates
over the past 15-20 years.

I allude to the �majority� because these
people are teachers in classroom situations
in addition to handling athletic responsibili-
ties. Over the years, the reflections of grad-
uates have been about the qualities the
coaches possessed that elicited emulation.

A strong religious faith, dedication to
family, and an emphasis placed on achiev-
ing specific goals characterize these leaders.
St. Mary�s-Colgan has enjoyed and profited
from the enthusiasm and discipline of men
like Adolph Spigarelli, Lon Farrell, and
Frank Crespino, as well as the current crop
of leaders we are honoring in this issue.

Ultimately, athletics exists for the bene-
fit of our students and the community fam-
ily that follows them. It is for this reason
that St. Mary�s-Colgan schools try to offer
as many athletic outlets as is economically
and personnel-wise possible.

We have also been the beneficiaries of
cooperative agreements with PHS, which
enlarges the scope of athletic competition.
Through all of these activities, our students
have been led by our coaches to strive for

the goals set before them, utilizing the
methods presented to achieve those ends.

It is an example of the axiom, �digging
your well before you�re thirsty.� As our
young people have learned from their lead-
ers, the race is decided by those who keep
on running, not necessarily by the swiftest
runner. Our coaches cannot control the
winds, but they can adjust the sails, and
these adjustments lead our young people to
achieve significant objectives.

Yet, there are other lessons dispensed by
our coaches such as, there is nothing more
dangerous or debilitating than luxuriating
over yesterday�s successes. To paraphrase
Lou Holtz, �No victory is final.� There is
always the next day, practice, game or sea-
son.

Each group must be motivated to pick
up the baton and continue to pursue another
productive adventure. This urging takes
place within the scope of an ongoing educa-
tional program that too requires attention
every day to ensure classroom success.

We have been blessed to have coaches
lead our young people to recognize that no
defeats are final, and St. Mary�s-Colgan is
always on task today for whatever chal-
lenges might arise.

Pat Forbes, Principal

Athletics are for family, community

In keeping with the topic of this
newsletter, it is apparent that we

have had the pleasure of some
very fine leadership at the junior
high level in athletics.

In our junior high volleyball
program, we have Denise McLeod
(�83) who has been our coach for
the entire tenure of the junior high
volleyball program. Denise has
done a wonderful job. She has had
a few different assistants, but
Coach McLeod has been
extremely important in establish-
ing this program. This year�s
assistant coach was Trish
Bowman.

Our junior high football pro-
gram is coached by Mike Watt
(�78). Mike has done a tremen-
dous job with our student-athletes
over the years. Coach Watt was
assisted this past season by Eric
Yoakam (�99).

Moving on to basketball, our
girls program has not had the lux-
ury of consistency in its coaching
staff, but we are hoping to main-
tain some consistency with the hir-
ing of Shannon Murphy as coach.
Shannon was assisted this season
by Cathy Oplotnik.

Tom Compton (�70) and assis-
tant John Duncan have done an
outstanding job with our junior
high boys basketball program.
Coach Compton and Coach
Duncan have continued to develop
players for several years and pro-
vide continual leadership.

And Chuck Smith has coached
our junior high track program. He
has done a great job of including a
large number of participants each
year in the spring. 

We have been fortunate to
have such fine coaches to guide
our young participants.

Wayne Cichon, Principal

Christmas and New Year�s have come
and gone. I hope you enjoyed them

both as religious occasions. With the hap-
penings of 9-11-01, what we once took for
granted has become more precious to us
including family, religion and freedom.

The other day I took a walk around
campus. It was like a walk back in time.
The many trophies and pictures told of
many games and stories of the past. In the
classrooms, the teachers and students were
busy teaching and learning. Catholic educa-
tion was continuing as it has for years.

In a Catholic school, we are able to pray
daily for someone or something or to share
in thanksgiving for blessings received.
Please pray for our second grade students
who will be making their First Confession

and First Communion this semester.
There are two big projects in the works.

One is the enhancement of the St. Mary�s
Colgan Fine Arts Center. Another is a 16� x
16� Play Shade for the new playground to
protect people from harmful ultraviolet rays
(estimated cost $2,400). If you like to help
with either project, please contact me at the
school 1-620-231-6941.

Thanks to some anonymous donors, new
uniforms and equipment were purchased for
the girls� volleyball team and warm-up
jackets  for the girls� basketball team.
Thank you for the continued support.

The very existence of our Catholic
school is still dependent upon our alumni in
financial, spiritual, and traditional support.

Francis Smith, Principal

Your support helps us reach new heights

Junior high
coaches 

set the pace
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The Class of 1942 is
tentatively planning a
60th Class Reunion dur-
ing the 4th of July holi-
day, 2002.  If you are
interested, please contact
Jack Chiapetti, 100 S.
Wright, Frontenac, KS
66763.

Class of �42
plans 60th
reunion

� Contribute to Our Lady of Lourdes
Memorial Fund, which subsidizes
the school.

� Contribute to the Dr. Ken Grimaldi
Memorial, which supports the science
department.

� Contribute to the Howard Wilbert
Memorial, which supports the busi-
ness and technology department. 

� Contribute to the St. Mary�s-Colgan
Fine Arts Fund, which supports
music, drama, debate, forensics, etc. 

� Contribute to the St. Mary�s Colgan

Booster Club, which supports St.
Mary�s-Colgan athletics. 

* * *
When contributing your gift, make

checks payable to the appropriate fund.
Some companies provide matching gifts,
so please note which fund you are sup-
porting. We will also supply a receipt
for your tax-deductible gift.

If you have any questions or need
more information, please call SMC at
620-231-4690.

How can you financially support SMC?

Prayer to St. Michael
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in

battle; be our defense against the wickedness and
snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the heav-
enly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell
Satan and the other evil spirits who prowl about
the world for the ruin of souls. Amen.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Have Mercy on
Us (three times)

The focus of this issue is the four long-
tenured coaches currently teaching and coach-
ing at SMC and the contributions they�ve made
to our Church and school community.

In the Summer 2002 issue, we plan to share
stories and fond memories that alumni have of
fine arts, including debate, forensics, drama,
choir, and any other such activities.

Please share your memories. Send your rec-
ollections to Chris Flood (ctflood@ckt.net),
drop a letter to her at 6664 NE Liberty Rd,
Weir, KS 66781, or call 620-396-8909.  

Send us your memories
of fine arts, debate, etc.

Correction
An incorrect e-mail address was printed in the

Summer 2001 issue of the Alumni newsletter. Send
newsletter-related information to ctflood@ckt.net.


