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Sisters fill large role in tradition

There is no question the sisters who
served St. Mary�s and Colgan
schools through the years left an

indelible mark on the students whose
lives they touched.  It shows through vari-
ous letters and phone calls from former
students, through the monetary
donations that pour in on their feast
day, and simply through the memo-
ries that we have of these women
who have devoted their lives to
God and their time to us.  

But the sisters did more than
just teach a classroom subject.
They took interest in their students�
lives beyond school. 

One special tradition that has
been a constant practice throughout
the years at Colgan, perhaps the tra-
dition that most of us think of first
when we think of tradition at
Colgan, is singing �Goodnight
Irene� to the nuns after a victorious
football game. 

Most of us remember gathering
around the front door of the con-
vent, seniors first, and so on, arms
locked, swaying as we sang one
verse and the refrain of the popular

song of the 1930s, �Goodnight Irene.�  
Although this has been standard rou-

tine after a victorious football game since
the early 1940s, few of us know why,
how, or when this tradition got started.
Various versions of the story exist, includ-
ing one from Betty (Clements) Dellasega
(�41) who remembers herself and a couple
of other girls parking on Ninth Street after

basketball games and quietly singing
�Goodnight Irene� to Sister Linus who
would raise her window just enough to
hear them sing.  

Another alumnus, Mary Colleen
(Ahrens) Jones (�51), remembers the story
a little differently, according to an article
by Lisa (Dellasega) Russell (�82), com-

'Goodnight Irene� created
special bond with students

Sisters gathering around books in a classroom was a common
sight through the years at St Mary�s-Colgan.

Remember
the Sisters

Dozens of
Sisters of St.
Joseph have
helped shape
our parish and
schools. We are
forever grateful.
See pages 4-5.

Defined roughly, tradition to me would
mean the practices established in the past

that are continued in the present linking past,
present and future groups of people with
shared rituals and common routines. 

Tradition involves respecting those who
have gone ahead of us by continuing to
observe the standards and patterns that they set
into motion. The concept of tradition is central
to the atmosphere of Colgan High School. 

Obvious traditions stick out in my mind

such as football Masses, singing to the Sisters
of St. Joseph following a victory, and the pres-
tigious �Senior Hall,� the stomping ground for
many seniors who have gone on to better and
more comfortable surroundings.

I suggest also that the concept of seniority
− seniors sitting in front at Mass, jumping to
the front of any line, and the privilege of serv-
ing as captains and leaders both athletically
and academically − is also a tradition and

Time-honored practices alive today

See Today, page 7 !

See Tradition, page 3 !



2

St. Mary�s-Colgan Alumni
Editors and Writers

Chris (Wilbert) Flood
Audrey (VanBecelaere) Dickey
Tom Farmer

Special Contributors
Fr. Tom Stroot
Pat Forbes
Francis Smith
Wayne Cichon
Barbara Bateman
Christie Gill
John Mitchelson
Christi Garrison

Graphics
Todd McGeorge

Printing
Tim Collar
© 2001 St. Mary�s-Colgan, 212 E. Ninth St., 

Pittsburg, KS 66762

Greetings! This past week I had
the pleasure of spending time
with the Class of �51. They were

celebrating a milestone in their lives �
50 years ago they graduated from St.
Mary�s High School.

I loved the stories and the �brag-
ging.� I loved to hear of their fond mem-
ories and even the painful ones. They
came from California and Florida and
from all parts in between.

When they took a tour of our cam-
pus, they were very impressed with the
progress that has been made. I couldn�t
help but think how important these peo-
ple were in establishing and handing on
the tradition, faith, and unity we so very
much enjoy today at St. Mary�s Colgan
Schools.

I only feel sad when I wonder
whether our present student body can
appreciate the history and tradition they
have been given and the sacrifices that
have been made and are continuing to be
made for our schools. I trust they will,
when out of school a few years, look
back and understand and appreciate what
was given and entrusted to them.  

I remember 1951 as the year of the
flood. I was also going into the third
grade that next year. In May of 1951, Fr.
Emil Kapaun, Army Chaplain and priest
of our diocese from Pilsen, KS, died in a
North Korean Prisoner of War Camp.

Originally,
the all-boys
Catholic High
School on the
east side of
Wichita was
named in his
honor � Kapaun
High School.
Later in 1972,
when the all-girls
school (Mt. Carmel High School) on the
east side and Kapuan merged, they were
renamed Kapaun-Mt. Carmel High
School.

The parish in Pilsen had a beautiful
Mass and ceremony this past month to
unveil and dedicate a statute of Fr.
Kapuan helping a wounded soldier. The
Military Ordinariate (Bishop of the
Armed Forces) from New York was in
attendance as well as some of Fr.
Kapuan�s fellow prisoners, Korean War
veterans, present Army Chaplains, Army
officers, family, and people from his
hometown and across the diocese.

The Military Ordinariate is promot-
ing Fr. Kapaun�s cause for canonization.
Pray for that cause. He was a remarkable
man, well liked and respected by
Catholic soldiers and soldiers of all

faiths and even nonbelievers. He was
truly a witness of Christ.  

I share this with you because the
priests and sisters have been significant
in bringing to the present the Catholic
School system we have in the diocese of
Wichita. In our parish and school we
cannot underestimate the tremendous
influence of the Sisters of St. Joseph,
whom we are recognizing in this issue.

They have over the years served in
all four of the Catholic high schools in
the Wichita Diocese � Bishop Carroll
(Wichita), Kapaun-Mt. Carmel
(Wichita), Trinity (Hutchinson), and St.
Mary�s Colgan.

In the early days, we at St. Mary�s
had sisters for a majority of our faculty.
With the conclusion of this past school
year we lost our last full-time sister, Sr.
Patrice who is retiring. This marks the
end of an era but a gift of service that
won�t be forgotten.

Obviously, many of the sisters have
left their mark on our schools and stu-
dents.  We are grateful for their service
and dedication. They too have con-
tributed to the FAITH, TRADITION,
and UNITY we enjoy today. May the
Lord bless those who have served in our
schools, and may the Lord grant eternal
peace to those who have completed their
earthly journey.

Fr. Tom Stroot

Fr. Tom Stroot

Every class has done its part at SMC

Tom Murry (�70) was recently
elected President of the Kansas
Association of Insurance Agents. Tom
and his wife Kim have two children and
reside in El Dorado. Tom sends his
thanks to Pat Forbes, Frank Crespino,
and Colgan and says, �I put my life on
the right track in 1968.�

* * *
Randy (�83) and Wendi (Wilbert)

(�85) Piccini have announced the birth
of their fourth child, Aubri Lorene
Piccini, September 11, 2000.  They
recently moved back to Pittsburg where
Randy is the controller at Pitt Plastics.

* * *
Tony Dellasega (�86) has been

named an assistant vice president at
Community National Bank in Pittsburg.
Dellasega graduated from PSU in 1990

with a BBA in accounting and earned an
MBA from the University of Missouri-
Kansas City in 1991. Prior to joining
CNB, Tony worked for eight years at
PSU�s Business and Technology
Institute. Tony and his wife, Susan, have
three children, A.J., Erin, and Jacob,
and reside in Pittsburg.

* * *
DJ DeRuy (�95) graduated from

Missouri Southern State College in
December of 1999 with a BS in
Business Management and is employed
with AG Edwards in Kansas City, KS.

* * *
Your class would like to hear about

you. Submit your information via e-mail
at dsmith@stmarys-colgan.org or regu-
lar mail, St. Mary�s-Colgan, 212 E. Ninth
St., Pittsburg, KS 66762.
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The Sisters of St. Joseph have been a
vital ingredient in the history and suc-

cesses of St. Mary's Colgan schools.  Their
example, admonitions, and countless voices
of encouragement have guided a multitude
of students to a greater appreciation of their
faith and themselves.

Several sisters come to mind as an
example of the power and quality of the
order itself.  Sister Quinten Ryan was a sci-
ence teacher without equal, while still guid-
ing youth on the correct social paths. Sister
Cecilia Bush guided a generation of stu-
dents to a loftier level intellectually and
spiritually than they believed possible.
Sister Mary Patrick was friend, mentor,
teacher, and spiritual advisor to all she
encountered.

Sister Patrice Joyce leaves teaching this

year and those left behind are loathe to see
the gentleness, compassion, and academic
excellence she generated exit our halls.

These few sisters are but a sampling of
those who toiled lovingly in the elementary
and high school until the present day. The
loss of their presence is a challenge to the
lay teachers who will have to exhibit char-
acteristics similar to those of our sisters. St.
Joseph sisters have guided the fortunes of
Catholic education in the Diocese of
Wichita, and particularly Pittsburg, for gen-
erations and have handed down a rich edu-
cational tradition for all teachers and par-
ents to follow.

We pray our schools will continue to
model the virtues nurtured here by the
Sisters of St. Joseph.

Pat Forbes

Lay teachers must take the lead

We have just completed the
second full year in our new

junior high facilities. Thanks to all
of our benefactors, the junior high
is a wonderful addition to our
parish schools. Anyone who has
not had a chance to visit our new
addition, please do so. We are so
blessed to have such wonderful
schools. 

Our staff this year includes
Debbie Butler, Bev Pommier, Sue
Sayler, Nate Clevenger, Mike
Watt, Tama Dutton, Kathy
Oplotnik, and myself.

This year�s students continue
to excel in both academics and
activities.

As of this year, we have rec-
ognized 16 students as recipients
of the Monsignor Leon McNeil
award, which is given to eighth
graders who have achieved a score
of at least the 96th percentile on
the Iowa Test of Basic Skills. This
year�s winners were Chelsea Cole,
Katie McClaskey, Jenni Noyes,
and Matthew Wishall.

Our seventh grade boys were
champions in boys basketball in
the CCC League and post season
tournament, while the eighth grade
took third place in the league and
the eighth grade girls basketball
team finished second in league.

Our football team finished
second in the league, and our
eighth grade volleyball team fin-
ished second.

This is the third year of
including the seventh and eighth
grade in the high school building,
which now houses Grades 7-12 as
opposed to just 9-12 in the past.  

We look forward to another
great school year.

Wayne Cichon

One must look back in time at St. Mary's
and realize the amazing commitment

that the Sisters of St. Joseph gave to the stu-
dents on a daily basis. Their determination
and passion for teaching ran through their
veins. They lived, breathed, and loved their
gift of teaching.

When we were younger, we didn't real-
ize how much the sisters were giving us and
how they would touch our lives. As adults
we now realize the larger gifts given to us:
faith in God and a commitment to others.

They not only were able to give the gift
of education, but also the gift of hope to the
students. As sisters, they should feel proud
of their profession and the impact that they
had on the lives of their students.  

You were needed then, sisters, and you
are needed now. Thank you for striving to
make us the best no matter what hurdles
you may have had to face at the time. May
God continue his many blessings upon you.

Francis Smith

Sisters deliver gifts of education, hope

Junior high
students excel

in their new
surroundings

pleted in 1985 for a college class.  
Sister Eva, who taught English and reli-

gion, was well liked by the students. She
was very interested in how they did in their
sporting events, but because the sisters were
not allowed to go out after a certain time at
night, they were not able to attend the ball-
games. Therefore, a few boys (Frank
Crespino being one of them) found a way to
communicate the outcome of the ballgame
to her and the rest of the sisters.  

They came up with a song that they all
knew and could sing, and they ran over to
the convent lawn and sang the words to

�Goodnight Irene.�  
Whatever the version, the fact remains

that this has been one long and outstanding
tradition, and it is another reminder that our
sisters reach beyond the classroom to make
themselves a part of our community. Their
influence in and out of school has, without
question, touched us in many ways.  

Audrey (VanBecelaere) Dickey, (�82)

(Continued from page 1)
Tradition

Whatever the version, the fact
remains that this has been one long and

outstanding tradition . . .



A Devoted Sister
She�s soft-spoken yet firm. She�s intelligent. She�s

helpful. She�s compassionate and gentle.
Who is she? She could be any one of many

Sisters of St. Joseph who�ve graced St. Mary�s and
Colgan schools through the years, but in this case, she
is Sr. Patrice Joyce, better known to many alumni sim-
ply as �Sr. Patrice.�

You might already know quite a
bit about Sr. Patrice, or so you think
you do. Did you know that this amaz-
ing woman has spent 52 years as a
teacher or principal at 10 different
schools in California and Kansas, shar-
ing her knowledge and faith with stu-
dents at all levels from first grade
through college?

Did you know that she grew up in nearby St. Paul
and had to overcome many personal tragedies that
might have derailed others with less fortitude, focus,
and faith?

Yes, there�s more to Sr. Patrice than what you saw
in the classroom, yet that�s where she enjoyed her
greatest impact, instilling faith and values that con-
tinue to shine through her former students, whether
they realize it or not.

�My students may forget French,� she says, �but
my goal is to draw them close to the heart of Jesus
and His blessed Mother, of course. I pray they will
always remember that Jesus is their dearest friend, and
that He�ll always be there for them.�

Childhood
During World War I John Joyce was a mere 21

years old when his eardrums were burst during a
bombing on a volunteer mission in France. He

returned home a changed person, although determined
not to let his deafness get the best of him. He married
and had five children, the youngest of which was the
only girl, Patrice.

Two months after Patrice was born in St. Paul,
her mother died. �That had a deep influence on my
life,� Sr. Patrice said understatedly. 

She endured still more tragedy. Her father remar-
ried and was blessed with another daughter and son,
but before Patrice turned 5 both her stepmother and
infant brother died. In the face of so many hardships,
to whom could she turn for help? There was her fam-
ily: a loving father, four older brothers, a little sister,
and two devoted aunts. And there were the sisters and
priests of St. Paul. Faith more than anything was Sr.
Patrice�s guiding force, and she followed her calling.

�When I was growing up, we had the Passionist
priests and the Sisters of St. Joseph,� she said. �This
was our life. We went to Mass almost every morning.
We just did it every day.�

As for her father, �He painted so beautifully, pic-
tures, signs, houses, churches, anything. He loved to
paint. And every night Dad knelt down in front of the
cross, prayed, and then kissed the feet of Jesus on the
crucifix. He taught us many wonderful things.�

Sr. Patrice wasn�t alone in her devoutness. About
200 St. Paul girls went into the sisterhood during a 30-
40 year period, primarily because of the priests and
nuns in St. Paul. In fact, her brother John Francis −
Jack − became a Passionist priest and still corresponds
with her on a regular basis, sending his interpretations
of prayers and inspiring works, as well as artistic,
hand-made cards for all occasions. �I really learned
compassion, kindness, and gentleness, and a love of
beauty from him at the rest of my family,� she said. 

�Faith was the foundation of our lives,� she con-

For more than 50 years Sr. Patrice
has shared her faith and knowledge

See Patrice, page 8 !
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"I would not be where I am in the music field today if it were not
for Sister Victorine. She was here when I was in the first grade,
taught me in high school, and also taught me two years of organ
in high school for credit. My music has been a big part of my life,
and Sister Victorine has always encouraged me and been very
close to me. We e-mail to and from Japan all the time and remain
very close."

� Sharon Barone ('56)
* * *

Sisters of St. Joseph 
at St. Mary�s-Colgan 

High School
Sister de Chantal Berry 1935-37, 1960-63
Sister Flora Mayer 1935-36
Sister Florence Blaes 1936-37
Sister Evarista O�Holloran 1936-37,1956-57
Sister Ida (Clarence) Martin 1936-37
Sister Luke Vohs 1937-42, 1952-58
Sister Linus Gleason 1937-49, 1958-60
Sister Augustine Clarahan 1937-38
Sister Grace Schonlau 1937-46
Sister Paula LaForge 1937-43, 1949-58, 1968-78
Sister Eileen Quinlan 1937-45
Sister Scholastica Maloney 1938-39
Sister Ferdinand Torline 1939-47, 1959-60
Sister Victorine Buser 1939-46
Sister Martin Curran 1940-47, 1955-56, 1965-67
Sister Luciana Kretchmar 1941-42, 50-52, 58-59, 63-66
Sister Quintin Ryan 1941-48
Sister Florence Blaes 1942-43
Sister Irene Vogel 1942-43
Sister Elizabeth Cook 1943-44
Sister Mary (Berchmans) Doyle 1943-49
Sister Flavia Blaes 1944-48, 1962-68
Sister Euphrasia Wintermote 1945-49
Sister Rose (Athanasius) Schaller1947-50, 1955-56, 1959-61
Sister Eva Rexford 1947-49
Sister Clarissa Marks 1947-51
Sister Vincentia Greenawalt 1948-49, 1952-53, 1956-58

Sister Ignatius Hayden 1949-50
Sister Edwina Williams 1949-50
Sister Clare Louise Chandler 1949-50, 1957-58, 1961-63
Sister Rosalie Gurry 1950-55
Sister Simeon Pivonka 1950-52
Sister Lucille Jarmer 1950-52, 1971-92
Sister James Welch 1953-55
Sister Victorine Buser 1953-55, 1972-75
Sister Walburga Gieres 1957-62, 1963-64
Sister Justina McCarthy 1957-59
Sister Leocritia Blaes 1958-59, 1960-63
Sister Edward McQuade 1958-59, 1963-65
Sister Helen Barrett 1958-59
Sister Veronica Considine 1959-61, 1963-67
Sister Kathryn McQuade 1959-60, 1965-67
Sister Catherine (Assumpta) Dekker 1959-60, 1961-62
Sister Sara Vogel 1960-68
Sister Eustasia Myers 1961-67
Sister Evangelist Burke 1963-65
Sister Mary Patrick O�Connor 1967-72
Sister Cyrilla Jones 1967-71
Sister Prudentia Nelson 1969-93
Sister Helen Joseph Knoeber 1971-78, 1982-85
Sister Laura Heschmeyer 1972-73
Sister Seleste Overby 1972-73
Sister Suzanne Dextras 1973-80
Sister Harriet Moore 1976-78
Sister Patrice Joyce 1979-2001
Sister Teresa Waner 1984-86
Sister Denise Sevart 1992-95

(Note: A special thank you to Sister Denise Sevart who helped
compile this list. Although many other Sisters of St. Joseph have
served at Our Lady of Lourdes, this list represents only those
who taught at the high school.)

* * *
"When my brother, Lon, was teaching at Colgan, one of the sis-
ters � I can't remember her name � made me a ceramic angel
and put my name on it. It had its hands crossed behind its back
and was holding a slingshot. She had never met me, but she made
this and had it given to me. I still have it. It made a big impact on
me."

� Dan Farrell (not an alumnus of SMC 
but in his words, "wish I had been")

5

Learn more about the Sisters of St. Joseph at www.stmarys-colgan.org
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Can you remember when the high
school, the gymnasium, and the
auditorium were all on the third

floor of the grade school? Well, they
were.

The auditorium
and gymnasium were
one area, with folding
chairs for the staged
events and baskets

suspended from the ceiling for basketball
games. 

The whole third floor had hardwood
flooring that continually squeaked. Each
of the four classes averaged around 25
students. 

We had a parish bus that traveled to
the small towns around Pittsburg. It
picked up students before school and
delivered them home after school. There
was a small library and a room with type-
writers, which happens to be where this
writer learned how to type.

The halls were lined with lockers
that, while forerunners, weren�t too much
different from the ones in St. Mary�s-
Colgan. A stationary bell sounded for the
change of classes. Usually the principal
was in charge of �the clang.� Can you
imagine having to watch the clock in
addition to handling all the other respon-
sibilities of a principal?

Two or three grade school classes
would have recess at the same time. The

playground was a chatted
area between the church and
the school and consisted of
about six swings and a
squeaky, but wonderful,
merry-go-round.

Each class had one or
two balls to use, there were
several jump ropes, and
Jacks was a popular game
played mostly by girls. In
the winter we ran around the
school or playground, which
was supposed to �keep us
warm� until the bell rang. Evidently,
many of us didn�t run fast enough to gen-
erate heat. 

All the teachers were Sisters of Saint
Joseph. There were no secretaries and one
male who coached football and basket-
ball. There were no competitive sports for
the girls. There were no air conditioners,
TVs, or computers.

On the other hand, at one time we
had a full marching and performing band,
four cheerleaders (one from each class
was elected by the student body), a home-
coming queen, a basketball queen, and a
May queen and their courts.

The sisters� had two convents. One
was across the street on the corner just
east of the high school, and the other was
midway east on that same block (still a
large stone house). The priests� house was

located where the high school is today.
Everyone from elementary to high

school attended the same daily Mass,
which was in Latin, both words and
music. The celebrant and servers faced
the north wall with their backs to the con-
gregation.

During the 1950s, we seemed to
always sing a Requiem High Mass for the
dead. There was always a fake-looking
shape of a casket, called a catapult, at the
front and center of the church. It was
placed in front of the communion rail,
which began where the first step into the
sanctuary is located. There were neither
lectors nor Eucharistic ministers.

Before this writer graduated in 1956,
the new (now old) gymnasium, the sis-
ters� house, and the priests� house were
built.

Barbara (Monsour) Bateman (�56)

Latin Mass, the clanging bell, and the parish bus

The �40s
and �50s

High school chemistry class in 1946

It was September of 1962 when, as a
freshman, I first walked the hallways of

St. Mary�s High School. Along with the
trepidation I was feeling was the excite-
ment of being in a new environment.

Construction on
the present-day high
school had been com-

pleted in 1961 and we were to be the first
graduating class attending all four years
in the new building. The old high school
had occupied the third floor of the grade
school.

As graduating eight graders, we
loved the idea that we would be able to

demonstrate our new-
found maturity by
crossing the street and
entering a new build-
ing. The dark hall-
ways, scuffed floors,
outdated lights, and old-fashioned desks
were replaced with tiled floors, new
desks, and modern classrooms with walls
of windows.

We felt incredibly lucky!
Of course we experienced the univer-

sal fears of freshmen: Would we be able
to find our classes (a rather laughable sce-
nario when you realize that a school built

on a square leaves very little room for
getting lost), would we be able to operate
the locks on our lockers, would we be
able to make the grades, and so forth.

But these fears were quickly laid to
rest and we settled in to high school life
by studying and cramming for exams,
taking part in extracurricular activities,
and walking the halls before classes and

State-of-the-art high school:
�We felt incredibly lucky!�

The St. Mary�s marching band

The �60s

See �60s, page 7 !
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'60s

Having recently attended the State
Baseball/Softball Playoffs in
Emporia, it was with great pride

that I sat down to compose my rendition
of life at St. Mary�s-Colgan in the �70s.

Let me first congratulate Coach Mike
Watt (�78) and the
baseball team for
their tremendous feat

of winning the state baseball tournament.
The senior class of 2001 has accom-
plished the same thing that the senior
class of 1976 (my class) accomplished −
winning a state championship in both
football and baseball.

Though I wasn�t an athlete, I took
great pride in those accomplishments, and
sporting events were certainly a major
part of life at Colgan during my high
school days.  I�m not sure if any other
senior class has won two state champi-
onships, and if I am overlooking a class, I
apologize − but accolades really are due
this year�s seniors, as the Colgan girls
took third in the State Softball
Tournament in our school�s first trip to
state in softball. That is a promise of great
things to come.

Athletics weren�t the only successes
during our high school years. Musical
productions directed by Sister Mary
Patrick in the early �70s were followed by
tremendous forensic and dramatic suc-
cesses in my era.

In my freshman year, Maggie
(McNeil) Ryan made her directorial debut

with South Pacific. (Mrs. Ryan�s first year
of teaching was with my class in eighth
grade. She taught us on the third floor of
the grade school, which was removed at
the end of that year.) Bob Tindel followed
the South Pacific production with Hello
Dolly, Mame, and Funny Girl.

Colgan musicals were a big event in
the spring of each year and it seemed like
the entire student body participated in one
way or another. Suzanne Blancho (�76)
had a beautiful voice, and she was always
the lead in the musicals, as well as in the
yearly drama productions that became a
fall tradition. 

All the way back to my grade school
days I can recall excellent teachers who
were dedicated to their jobs and taught for
many years both before I was in grade
school and after I was gone: Mrs.
Delaney, Mrs. Aubert, Mrs. Wilbert, Mrs.
Simoncic, Mrs. Schlee, and Sister
Jeanette. And in the high school: Mr.
Forbes, Mr. Crespino, Sister Victorine,
Sister Lucille, Sister Helen Joseph, Sister
Paula, and Sister Prudentia. That dedica-
tion and commitment
continues today. 

It is interesting to
look at the teachers in
the high school today
and to think that they
were young teachers
when I was in school. I
mentioned Mrs. Ryan
above. Mr. Martin

came when I was a sophomore and I had
him for biology, chemistry, and physics.
Charlotte (Orender) Russell (�76) and I
were grand champions at the CNC
Science Fair under Mr. Martin�s tutelage.
Thank you, Mr. Martin!  Mr. Compton
came when I was in junior high, taught us
history, and ultimately ended up teaching
in the high school.  Chuck Smith student-
taught with Sister Paula when I was a jun-
ior, before moving to Topeka and ulti-
mately returning to teach and coach at
Colgan.

It is great teachers like these that
made, and continue to make, St. Mary�s
and Colgan the excellent schools that they
are. We are blessed to have had the oppor-
tunity to attend such fine institutions.

We are fortunate that our parents, and
those before them, were committed to
providing a first-rate Catholic education. I
am proud that my children attend St.
Mary�s Grade School. At St. Mary�s-
Colgan, the tradition continues�

John Mitchelson (�76)

during lunch hours.
If that became tiresome, there was danc-

ing to records down in the auditorium, cajol-
ing Sister Sara to let us sample leftovers
from our state-of-the-art home economics
lab, deciding if we should ride the pep club
bus knowing that there were no assurances
that we would arrive on time for the game or
back home again due to the numerous break-
downs, and daydreaming about our futures
as we stared out those wonderful windows.

We were the last class to graduate from
St. Mary�s High School, and yes, we were
incredibly lucky!

Christie (Dellasega) Gill (�66)

(Continued from page 6)

The �70s

Baseball success harkens memories from 70s

behavior passed down from those who
have gone ahead of us.

Not to be forgotten is the singing of
one song in particular (no titles to be
mentioned) by the girls heading home
on the Pep Club bus. My classmates
were taught the words by our elders,
who were previously taught by their eld-
ers, and so on to the point in history
when this tradition began.

These new ideas took hold and have
continued to be passed down to the
many students who have come and gone
at Colgan High School. Students observ-

ing these traditions gain a sense of his-
tory and a commonalty shared with their
predecessors who sang the same songs,
sat in the same hallways, and experi-
enced the same pride in seeing the bold
blue and white school colors.

As a recent graduate, I recognize
that participating in these many tradi-
tions forged by those who have gradu-
ated before me has enriched my years as
a student, athlete, and person by instill-
ing a respect for the past and a desire to
continue and preserve these traditions in
the future.

Christi Garrison, (�01)

(Continued from page 1)

Today
2001 SMC Baseball Team - Class 2-1A State Champions!
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We would like to hear your stories. The
�Panther Past� section of the winter 2002
St. Mary�s-Colgan Alumni newsletter will
contain alumni memories about coaches.

Please send your memories by e-mail to
dsmith@stmarys-colgan.org or snail mail to
Attn: Alumni Newsletter, St. Mary�s-
Colgan, 212 E. Ninth St., Pittsburg, KS
66762.

Your name will be included unless you
request otherwise.

Tell us your stories

Fall-Winter 2001

October 5 Football
Homecoming

November 1 All Saints Day
November 21 Noon Dismissal for

Thanksgiving Break
December 2 First Sunday of

Advent
December 8 Feast of The

Immaculate
Conception

December 21 Noon Dismissal for
Christmas Break

January 3 School Resumes

tinued. It was such a sturdy foundation
that she built her life around it. �Since
grade school I wanted to be a sister, and
I never did change my mind. In the fifth
or sixth grade I began talking with the
sisters, and they confided in me.�

Her brother Bill gave an autobiogra-
phy of St. Therese of Lisieux to her
when she was in the seventh or eighth
grade, and she made a novena to her,
praying that she would receive a sign
about what God wanted of her. St.
Therese�s symbol was roses. Shortly
after the novena, one of the sisters called
her in and gave her a card covered with
roses. It was yet another sign.
Teaching

There was no turning back.
Devotion to God was her destiny, and
teaching turned out to be her gift. She
started teaching at age 18 and spent
nearly seven years teaching at Catholic
grade schools in Odin, KS, and
Wellington, KS.

From there she was called to
California where she served as the first
principal and helped found St. Felicitas
School in San Leandro. After nine years
in California, she returned to Kansas in
1965 and taught primarily upper elemen-
tary classes until going to St. Mary of

the Plains College in Dodge City, where
she headed up the French Department
for eight years. She was a well-educated
educator, earning bachelor�s and mas-
ter�s degrees and later attending classes
at Notre Dame University.

In 1979 she moved to Pittsburg,
where she has taught French and English
at Colgan for 22 years.

�Here, I�ve seen students grow up
and then their families have come
along,� she said. �That�s very, very spe-
cial. I wouldn�t change what I did. No
regrets. Life couldn�t have been better
elsewhere.�

Although her years of teaching full-
time have drawn to a close, she expects
to remain in Pittsburg for a while and
spend her time teaching a few French III
students, singing in the choir, and visit-
ing the sick and elderly.

�Checking papers and grading, I
won�t miss that,� Sr. Patrice said. �The
rest of it I�ll miss, teaching, singing, the
bright young faces. It�s exciting to see
people learn and get to the point where
they just start sailing on their own.
That�s wonderful when that happens,
and I can only give thanks and praise to
God for letting me teach in His name.
To Him be the honor and glory for all.�

Tom Farmer

Patrice
(Continued from page 4)
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