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Our Schools
Facilities change but mission remains the same

Following are two accounts from alumni telling their recollections of the St. Mary�s-Colgan school
buildings and campus during �the early years.� Several other perspectives are included on page

6. Realizing that not all memories are the same, we hope you enjoy reading and remembering.

The following is an account from Grace (Meiers)
VanBecelaere, as told in 1997 to her granddaughter, Audrey
(VanBecelaere) Dickey, and Father Bob McElwee.Grace passed
away four months after this interview.

�We moved to Pittsburg on July 4, 1911. I was eight years
old,� began 93-year-old Grace (Meiers) VanBecelaere as she
reminisced of her early school days at St. Mary�s.

�My dad was shocked to find out there was no Catholic
school in Pittsburg. He couldn�t think of sending us to a public
school, so he decided to send us to Sacred Heart School in
Frontenac.�

Grace explained that she and her
siblings would walk from their home
on east Ninth Street to either 20th
and Michigan or to Broadway where
they would catch a streetcar that
would take them into Frontenac.
Soon, however, the streetcars went on
strike, and their journey to school

Betty (Clements) Dellasega (SMH �41) was lucky enough
to grow up on Ninth Street, just east of the school. 

�They say no one ever leaves the Church when they grow
up on the shadow of the steeple,� Betty laughed. 

She readily recounted her memories of the school during
the 1930s and early 1940s. �The present grade school had the
cornerstone set in 1922. I was born in 1923, so I don�t remem-
ber it being built. But I can give you the story on the grade
school, as far back as I can remember.� 

After entering St. Mary�s through the main steps of the cen-
ter entrance, the grade school classes were to the west. The

classes were combined, two grades
per room.

In the southwest corner were the
first and second grades taught by
Sister Theresa Marie. Across the
hall to the north were the third and
fourth grades taught by Sister
Justin. Back on the south side were
the fifth and sixth grades taught by
Sister Martha. The seventh and
eighth grades were across the hall.
In the center of the building was a
library of sorts.

�Where the fountains were, you
remember there was a high one and
a low one, and then you went down
the steps. To your right there was a
library between the two bath-
rooms,� Betty said. �We were never
allowed to just go in there and use
it. I think it might have been a
teachers� library.�

�In the fall of �36 they added
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floor, which is where the high school was located.

Fr. Tom 2

Schools 3

Reunion 4-5

Panther Past 6-7

Calendar 8

See Grace, page 7 !

See Betty, page 7 !



2

St.Mary�s-Colgan
Alumni

We hope you enjoy the first
issue of what we plan to make a
semi-annual newsletter for SMC
alumni. Tell us what you think; send
an e-mail to:
laidler@stmarys-colgan.org
Editors and Writers

Chris (Wilbert) Flood
Audrey (VanBecelaere) Dickey
Marla Laidler
Tom Farmer

Special Contributors
Fr. Tom Stroot
Pat Forbes
Francis Smith
Fred Schiefelbein
Joel VanBecelaere
Jeff Wilbert
Jim Buche

Graphics
Todd McGeorge

Layout & Design
Tom Farmer

Printing
Tim Collar

Special Thanks
Pittcraft Printing, Inc.
Pitsco, Inc.

© 2001 St. Mary�s-Colgan, 212 E. Ninth St., 
Pittsburg, KS 66762

Class of �50
celebrates
milestone
Members of the Class of
1950 celebrated their 50th
anniversary in conjunction
with the 60th reunion last
summer. Class members
pictured include, front row,
from left, Francis Grant,
John Benage, Jim Ryan,
Bob Kazmierski, and Bob
Wilbert; second row, from
left, Betty (Lero) Stahl,
Norma (Holland) Ridgeway, Mary Ann (Horgan) Stover, Kathryn (Bettega) Arthur, Regina
(Hutsey) Krumsick, Pat (Schweitzer) Hoffman, and Helena (Wettstein) Rhuems. Not pictured:
Barbara (Miller) Sievert and Elizabeth Sterbenz.

In spite of living in an age of instant
communication, we have to admit that

we have been a bit negligent in getting
the St. Mary�s-Colgan news to you.
Know that we are committed to keeping
you informed on a regular basis in the
future. 

Several alumni who live in Pittsburg
and the surrounding area have volun-
teered to make this newsletter a regular
publication. They can use your help.
Please send to the high school informa-
tion about yourself or any news item that
would help to make this newsletter a
true alumni publication. 

Joe Arruda, the father of two St.
Mary�s-Colgan students, has taken on
the monumental task of developing a
Web site for the parish, high school, and
elementary school. Joe has spent endless
hours developing the site, which con-
tains a lot of history and pertinent infor-
mation.

It is taking
some time since
we are research-
ing some of the
history to make
sure that it is as
accurate as pos-
sible before we
put it on the
Web. We appre-
ciate any help you
can give that will help ensure the accu-
racy of the information. I am hopeful
that the site will be �live� by the time
you receive this mailing. 

In reviewing some of the history, I
couldn�t help but think of how fortunate
we are today because of �yesterday� and
the many years before. We have a great
history � a people who developed and

handed down a FAITH, SPIRIT, and
TRADITION that sustain us today.

It reminds me of how important it is
for us as administration, staff, teachers,
students, and parents to pass on these
great gifts that have been given to us.
Thank you for being a part of the tradi-
tion and spirit of St. Mary�s-Colgan and
for sharing the gift of faith. 

It was a great joy to see so many
folks come back for the reunion last
summer. I am recognizing and remem-
bering more and more people as time
goes on. 

I have a history here as well. My
first introduction to St. Mary�s-Colgan
was in June 1977 when I was assigned
as associate pastor to Our Lady of
Lourdes under Fr. Edward Steinberger. I
was here for four years until June 1981
when I became chaplain at St. Pius X

Fr. Tom Stroot

Faith, spirit, and tradition sustain us today

� Contribute to Our Lady of Lourdes
Memorial Fund, which subsidizes the
school.

� Contribute to the Dr. Ken Grimaldi
Memorial, which supports the science
department.

� Contribute to the Howard Wilbert
Memorial, which supports the business
and technology department. 

� Contribute to the St. Mary�s-Colgan
Fine Arts Fund, which supports music,
drama, debate, forensics, etc. 

� Contribute to the St. Mary�s Colgan
Booster Club, which supports St.
Mary�s-Colgan athletics. 

* * *
When contributing your gift, make

checks payable to the appropriate fund.
Some companies provide matching gifts,
so please note which fund you are support-
ing. We will also supply you with a receipt
for your tax-deductible gift. If you have
any questions or need more information,
please call SMC 316-231-4690.

How do I financially support St. Mary�s-Colgan?

See Pastor, page 8 !
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To the satisfaction of our alumni and
current students:

St. Mary�s-Colgan schools continue to
enjoy the prayers and energies provided
by the faithful of Our Lady of Lourdes
parish. The schools have a variety of new
educational programs including a
Pathways lab and a Spanish department.
These additions have stimulated addi-
tional technological and linguistic chal-
lenges. 

The new junior high has created a sep-
arate identity for the seventh and eighth
grade students that is wholesome and gen-
erative.

As a member of the Wichita Diocesan
school system, our schools enjoy not only
the scrutiny of the parish family, but also

the Diocesan fam-
ily, as we all work
toward the forma-
tion of believers
who recognize
truth. 

Students and
teachers pursue
religious and aca-
demic excellence
while countervail-
ing them with a series of KSHSAA spon-
sored activities.

As we move beyond the 60 years that
our high school has existed, we are chal-
lenged to continue to cherish the quality
product produced by our parish sacrifices.
The ongoing dedication of families, fac-

ulty, and students has created a strong tra-
dition and history on which to build our
future.

Alumni can revel in the memories of
past and vicariously participate in the glo-
ries to come. These are good days to be a
part of St. Mary�s-Colgan past and future.

Pat Forbes, principal

The 2001 St. Mary�s-Colgan confirmation class recently con-
ducted a food drive for the needy.

We pursue religious
and academic excellence

In the spring of 1999, junior high students
moved into the new addition that is

attached to the high school. The schools
have been restructured with Mr. Forbes as
principal of the high school and junior high.

Mr. Cichon is the assistant principal for
the 7th and 8th grades and Mr. Smith is the
assistant principal for the 9th-12th grades.
Bev Pommier is the part-time counselor and
teacher for the junior high, and Tom
Compton is the counselor at the high
school.

The junior high students have been
working to create their own identity by hav-
ing Panther Pride Days in academics and
athletics. As requested by Bishop Gerber,
the religion classes have been integrating
great works of art and sacred art into their
weekly lessons.

The eighth grade is using money earned
from concession stands as well as personal
donations to fund a Christmas service proj-
ect. They have also collected more than
$100 for the Holy Children Association to
benefit the children in Sri Lanka. In con-
junction with the high school, the junior
high students took part in the Shoe Box

Campaign by bringing an unwrapped shoe
box containing small gifts for children in
war-torn countries. 

The Math Club will begin the Math
Counts contest in February. A football pre-
dictions show in math class provided the
junior high students a fun way to study the
mean, median, and mode. 

In science, the seventh grade has been
building a biosphere for travel on Mars.
Science teacher Christy McNally provided
materials obtained by her sons Stuart (�97)
and Matthew (�96), who worked for NASA
and on the Mars simulator last summer.

The eighth grade has been studying the
election process and held its own presiden-
tial debate. Students concluded the unit with
a mock presidential election with the
kindergarten-eighth grade students voting.
George W. Bush was the winner, and it was
even announced by the end of the day!

As Catholics, and more impor-
tantly as Catholic educators, we

are to be witnesses to the Gospel.
Being a Catholic schoolteacher is
not easy today because we must
hold many positions that are counter
to what much of society professes.

We as Catholic educators have
the power to change the world, and
we do it one student at a time. We
change the world by creating in our
students people of Christian charac-
ter. We challenge them to be truthful
no matter what the circumstances.
We challenge them and rightfully
correct them when they fall short of
their goals, and we help them con-
tinue on their journey.

At St. Mary�s we have a special
ministry that is a gift from God. It is
a calling to recognize Jesus in each
and every student, teacher, parent,
and person we encounter. This spe-
cial ministry is called St. Mary�s
Pride. Live it! Don�t forget it!

Francis Smith, principal

St. Mary�s
pride: live it

The junior high students have been
working to create their own identity

by having Panther Pride Days in
academics and athletics. 

Junior high begins creating its own identity
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60th Alumni Reunion
Our 60th all-school reunion was

an enjoyable weekend bringing
home alumni from California to
Florida and 18 states in-between.
After 18 months of planning, the
weekend flew by much too quickly.
Thank you to all who played a part
in the preparation, because without
everyone�s help we would not have
been successful.

Our activities included a Friday
evening �Blast from the Past� musi-
cal program, scavenger hunt, and a
Now and Then video. Saturday�s
activities included a golf tourna-
ment, alumni Mass, casino night,
and banquet.  

For me, the alumni Mass was the
highlight of the weekend. Bishop
Eugene Gerber was our main cele-
brant. I received a letter from
Bishop Gerber following the
reunion and I want to share with
you his thoughts. 

The Bishop said, �The atten-
dance (at the Jubilee Mass) is a
strong witness to the gift of this
parish�s mission. I was astounded by
the number of people who came
from out of state when I asked them
to raise their hands. Enormous loy-
alty!�

Bishop Gerber really hit the nail
on the head when he mentioned

�enormous loyalty.� St.
Mary�s-Colgan schools
and our parish are
blessed with tremendous
loyalty. For those of us
who have remained in
Pittsburg, we can cer-
tainly see the continued
loyalty begun many,
many years ago.

Our loyalty was
proudly wearing blue
and white throughout
our reunion weekend.
Thanks to all who sent
letters of appreciation for a fun
weekend. Our parish and schools
say thank you for spending the
weekend with your fellow alumni.

Jeff Wilbert, Class of �71

An elegant banquet brought together alumni at Memorial Auditorium Saturday evening.

Bishop witnesses
enormous loyalty

Reminiscing with classmates was the highlight of the 
weekend.

Clockwise: Fr.
McElwee

addresses the
crowd. AJ

Wachter cap-
tures a mem-

ory. JoAnn
(Fern)

Crespino and
Mel (Wachter)
Whitlow share

a laugh. 

�The attendance (at
the Jubilee Mass) is a
strong witness to the gift
of this parish�s mission.
I was astounded by the
number of people who
came from out of state
when I asked them to
raise their hands.�

� Bishop Eugene Gerber
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As an alternative to the banquet,
�Casino Night� was offered to all

alumni in attendance. This event took
place on Saturday, July 1, from 7-10
p.m. in the St. Mary�s Activity Center.
Each guest was charged $15, which
included $200 of gambling money and
dinner. An extra $200 worth of gambling
money could be purchased for $5.

Marty Stahl, owner of Marty�s Deli,
provided the buffet that included an
assortment of meats and cheeses, vegeta-
bles and fruit trays, potato salad, and
baked beans. Gary Wilkinson, owner of
Casino Affairs, handled the casino
arrangements and provided the
machines, money
(chips), tables, and
dealers. Alumni were
able to choose from
among 15 slot
machines, two video
poker machines, two
craps tables, eight
black jack tables, and
one roulette table for
their enjoyment.  

At the end of the
evening, the top three
money winners were
allowed one minute
in the money machine,
which contained 200 one dollar bills,

and one fifty dollar bill of real money.
The top three winners were Mike Main,

Wayne Gilmore, and Gary Dulek.
Joel VanBecelaere, Class of �93

Everyone a winner
at Casino Night

Alumni take their chances with the slot machines.

Blackjack tables provide lively entertainment at Casino Night.

Thanks to the graciousness of God,
the city of Pittsburg, and Kathy

Ferraro (manager of golf course), the
golf tournament was able to start at 8
a.m. instead of the planned 7 a.m. The
carts had to stay on the path, so we all
got a little exercise.

The format was a three-man scram-
ble. There were three flights, and three
teams were winners in each flight. The
prizes for each flight were first, $90;
second, $60; and third, $30. I�m told
that almost all the winners contributed
their winnings back to the alumni asso-
ciation. Aren�t golfers nice?

Thanks to all golfers and to their
spouses for letting them play. The win-
ners are listed at left.

Jim Buche, Class of �52

St. Mary�s-Colgan Golf Tournament
Championship A B

Flight Flight Flight

1st (56) 1st (63) 1st (69)
Mitch Bicknell Jim Buche Robert Vacca
Shayne Bicknell David Ukena Rob Murphy
Curt Wright Dean Brazier Don Orender

2nd (59) 2nd (64) 2nd (69)
John Keller Dennis Kavanagh Bob Beasley
Mike Watt Tom Murry Jeff Beasley
Bill Keller Dave Niegsch Brian Beasley

3rd (60) 3rd (65) 3rd (71)
A.J. Wachter Kiersten Firquain Susan Rogers
Chuck Crandon Boris Firquain Dennis Rogers
Tom Crandon John Weist Larry Whiteside
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Frances Lorene (Schreeb) Buche,
born September 6, 1903, is the

oldest living alumnus of  St. Mary�s
School. 

Lorene�s family moved back to
Pittsburg in 1916, after living in
Kansas City for two years. St. Mary�s
had just opened its doors that year,
and she entered the sixth grade.

Although Lorene had been bap-
tized Catholic as an infant, her par-
ents did not convert until later in life.
Her father, however, supported the
church and the school, and he wanted
his daughter to attend St. Mary�s
because �they taught me nice
things,� she said.

In a recent conversation with her
son, St.Mary�s-Colgan alumnus Jim
Buche, Lorene recalled pleasant
memories of her days at St. Mary�s.  

�We liked our teachers. It was
special to be chosen to clean the
blackboard and erasers for Sister
(Germaine),� she said.  

She also remembered getting to
play tag at recess and being called
back into the school by a large bell
that the teacher would ring. Although
uniforms were not mandatory then,

Lorene recalls
the girls wearing
middy blouses,
skirts, and long,
black stockings
�because white
ones got dirty
too quick.�

Lorene
recalls as some

of her closest friends and classmates
Grace (Meiers) VanBecelaere, Sarah
(Keith) Jones, Emma Mooney, and
Margaret Whybarg.

Because St. Mary�s did not have a
high school yet at that time, most of
the students went on to attend
Pittsburg High School, then located
between Eighth and Ninth Streets on
the west side of Broadway. However,
Lorene�s father wanted her to con-
tinue a Catholic education, so he sent
her to the Ursuline Academy, an all-
girls Catholic High School in Paola.

Lorene�s two sons and several
grandchildren attended St. Mary�s-
Colgan schools, and currently several
of her great-grandchildren attend.

Audrey (VanBecelaere) Dickey, 
Class of �82

Oldest living alum remembers

Lorene (Schreeb)
Buche

When asked to write my recollections of
St. Mary�s School in the middle 1920s I

hesitated, but suddenly I realized it was easier
than trying to recall what I had for lunch yes-
terday.

I began the first grade in 1924 and at that
time the nuns� convent was an unsightly two-
story house located on the alley just northwest
of the school. Just east of the convent was a
square brick building, probably 30 feet by 30
feet, which had served as a boiler room.
Adjacent on the east side was an abandoned
steel boiler shell from which the tubes had
been removed.

How do I remember that so clearly? Once
while serving 6 a.m. Mass, I suddenly required
a restroom. I ran to the grade school to find it
locked. The boiler shell was the last resort. 

The east-west alley used to be continuous
from Locust to Elm. The rear of the church
actually protruded into the alley. North of the
church was a vacant lot, and that was the
�shinny� area at recess and during the noon
hours. With all shapes and sizes of �shinny�
sticks we used to beat small Pet Milk or
Carnation Milk cans into lethal projectiles.

The nuns brought this �sport� to a halt
when a well-struck can caught Clifford Kelly
above the eye and resulted in a nasty, bloody
cut.

The priests� home was a two-story house
located across Ninth Street just slightly west of
the school, and in it resided the ominous figure
of Monsignor McCullough.

I recall one morning Sister DeChantol
invited me to meet the Monsignor and her at
the west door of the school. Someone, obvi-
ously not a friend of mine, had scratched my
initials on the wooden door. They asked me if I
had a pocketknife and if I had carved the ini-
tials. I readily showed them my knife and
denied the carving. I must have satisfied them
because the matter was dropped. I think Sister
DeChantol realized I would have done a much
neater job.
Fred Schiefelbein, Class of �32 (eighth grade)

20s & 30s: We were
average, ornery kids

More Panther Past: Look for
more memories from the 40s,
50s, and 60s in our Summer
2001 issue.

Sock Hop set for February
The St Mary�s Home and School

Association and other parish ministries
are planning a �Sock Hop� for
February 10, 2001. This will be a fun-
filled event for adult parishioners of
all ages. Plans are still being made for
a night of dancing, contests, and great
fun. The proceeds of this event will go
toward the purchase of a stone, life-
size panther to enhance the newly
landscaped area on the east side of the
activity center. All alumni are wel-

come. If interested in helping or
attending, please call Karen
McCormick at (316) 231-6751.

Library special collection
The SMC library would like to cre-

ate a special collection containing pub-
lished works of our alumni. If you
have some published materials to
include, please send the title to the
school, or if you have a copy you
would be willing to donate, mail it to
the school. Thank you.

� We have graduated more than 1,800 students. 
� At last count, 663 graduates have a Pittsburg address. 
� Our graduates can be found in 44 states and 2 foreign countries.
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Grace

the ninth grade,� Betty recounted. These
students became the first class of St.
Mary�s High School. �The previous
eighth grade had gone through a gradua-
tion exercise then moved up to the ninth
grade.� The ninth grade remained on the
same floor as the grade school, but was
housed in one of the southeast rooms. 

The next year, when Betty was a
freshman, a room on the north side was
opened. �It had never been opened before
and they had a little lab and a little home
economics room. It was very basic. I
think we made peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches,� Betty laughed. 

As a new grade was added each year
to create the high school, more space was
needed, and work on the addition of the
third floor began. Although eventually
deemed too heavy for the building and
removed, the third floor was first occu-
pied in 1939 and was the first St. Mary�s
High School. The four rooms on the third
floor duplicated the west end of the sec-
ond floor. 

�The seniors were in the first room on
the west side and next to them was the

library. Those
were the two
rooms on the
south side. The
two on the north
side were the
juniors and the
typing room.�

At the east
end was the
auditorium with
a few rows of
inclined theater
seats and a basketball court with a stage
at the end. In the initial years, the fresh-
man and sophomore classes remained at
the north end of the second floor. 

Betty recalled that the priests lived in
the old O�Connell family home, in front
of where the high school is now. The high
school students were taught by a very
well educated group of nuns. 

�Sister Luciana was really young,�
Betty said. �She was an accomplished
musician, but she looked so young. She
was so young that the kids took advantage
of her. But, she was beautiful. She looked
like The Little Flower with finely chiseled

features.� 
Sister Ferdinand prepared the students

so well that when entering college many
of them felt as if it was a refresher of high
school. 

�They didn�t call it �acing out� then,
but we went to college so well prepared
that for three or four of us, the first
semester of chemistry was like what we
had been taught at St. Mary�s,� Betty
proudly recalled. 

Sister Linus served as principal as
well as taught English, Literature, and
Latin. Sister Paula was also an excellent
teacher. 

The convent, which was Dr. Potwin�s
former home, was located at the southeast
corner of the school. Betty and some
other girls went there after victorious bas-
ketball games. Sister Linus would just
barely raise her window in the darkened
convent and wait. 

�The girls would park on Ninth Street
after basketball games and we would sing
quiet, low, �Goodnight Irene.� Now that
was the first. What classes did that after
us we never knew.�

Chris (Wilbert) Flood, �85

Betty (Clements)
Dellasega

Betty
(Continued from page 1)

everyday became a long, cold one.
�Winters were terrible. We�d walk on

the railroad track because the ties were
higher than the snow,� she recalled, �and
then, we�d walk all the way back home
when school was out.�

Grace and her brothers and sisters did
this for two years until their mother asked
their father to consider sending them to
Eugene Field so they would not have so
far to go in the snow and cold. He con-
sented, but just for one year.

�It was at that time that my dad and a
bunch of good men, to this day I don�t
know who they were, went to Dr.
Pompeney (the pastor) and asked him to
start a Catholic school,� she continued.

�There was a long building that was a
part of the church, and they built two
additions onto it (to make four rooms
total) and spread it out along the alley.
They built a boiler room out of bricks and
ran hot water through pipes that ran
through the rooms to keep us warm.�

The building,
divided into four
classrooms with
two grades per
room, was
opened in
September, 1915.
Four nuns staffed
the school, and
later, another nun
was hired to
teach choir.

Grace described the layout of the
church grounds as it was in those days
with the rectory sitting where the flagpole
now stands, the convent between the rec-
tory and the church �about where the
sidewalk is that leads to the west door,�
and the school building running along the
south side of the alley.

Although the physical structures and
surroundings have taken on many modifi-
cations in the last 75 years, the school day
remains pretty much the same.

�Catechism was first. We had the old

Baltimore Catechism. We also had read-
ing, English, arithmetic, spelling, and on
Friday we had a spelling match,� she
remembered. �Some days we would paint
with water colors.�

Grace remembered well all the
changes that have taken place since those
early days. Her home of 50 years sits just
one half block east of the school. Her own
five children attended St. Mary�s schools,
12 of her 24 grandchildren attended, and
currently, 18 of her 61 great-grandchil-
dren attend.

Grace also graciously remembered the
nuns and priests who served the parish
through her 85 years as a parishioner,
especially after her husband died of can-
cer, and she was left to raise her five
small children by herself.

�I loved the nuns. I knew I had help. .
. . I thank God every morning I had those
nuns and priests to help me after my hus-
band died,� she said.

Audrey (VanBecelaere) Dickey,
Class of �82

Grace (Meiers)
VanBecelaere

(Continued from page 1)
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Alumni Newsletter
St. Mary's-Colgan
212 E. Ninth St.
Pittsburg, KS  66762

Visit us on the Web: www.stmarys-colgan.org

We would like to hear your stories. The
�Panther Past� section of the summer 2001 St.
Mary�s-Colgan Alumni newsletter will contain
alumni memories about traditions

Please send your memories by e-mail to lai-
dler@stmarys-colgan.org or snail mail to Attn:
Alumni Newsletter, St. Mary�s-Colgan, 212 E.
Ninth St., Pittsburg, KS  66762.

Your name will be included unless you request
otherwise.

Share your memories

Winter-Spring 2001

January 26 SMC Basketball Homecoming

Jan. 28-Feb. 3 Catholic Schools Week

March 19-23 SMC Spring Break

April 1 First Communion

May 4 May Crowning

May 6 Confirmation

May 13 Senior Baccalaureate Mass

May 16 High School Graduation

May 23 Eighth-Grade Graduation

Newman Center at PSU, where I
served until June 1984, and finally in
February 1989, I was assigned pastor
of Our Lady of Lourdes. 

So I have spent 19 of 31 years of
ordination in Pittsburg. I have seen
and experienced the FAITH, SPIRIT,
and TRADITION firsthand. 

I�m sure many of you who came
back for the reunion were surprised
by the new look of the campus: more
buildings, refurbished facilities, etc.,
but most importantly the fact that we
have 159 high school students, 85
junior high students (grades 7-8), and
307 elementary students (K-6). 

And we are blessed with a great
group of teachers, staff, and parents
who are committed to their chil-
dren�s education and spiritual forma-

tion. All of this does not happen
without a spirit of dedication and a
willingness to sacrifice. We truly are
blessed with the generosity of so
many people in our parish and from
many others who believe in our
Catholic school system. We are
grateful and thankful for your part in
all of this. 

The 60-year celebration has come
and gone. We have reason to cele-
brate and to be hopeful for the
future. As the saying goes: �I am not
afraid of tomorrow because I have
seen yesterday and I love today.�
Mary, Queen of heaven and earth,
intercede for us. And may the Lord
bless you and your loved ones abun-
dantly in this New Year. 

Fr. Thomas J. Stroot, 
Pastor & Administrator 

Pastor
(Continued from page 2)

Look for the next issue in Summer 2001.
* * *

Congratulations to the St. Mary�s-Colgan
2000 Class 2-1A Football State Champions!
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