
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ATHENS
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES

“One Town - One Team - One Dream”
February 21, 2022

President Tim Krueger called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the high school library with the Pledge
of Allegiance recited.  Roll call was taken,  all  Board members were present, establishing a quorum.
Also present were Superintendent Andrea Sheridan, Elementary Principal Joy Redmann, Maple Grove
Principal, Robin Hanson, Middle School/High School Principal Juli Gauerke-Peter, Casey
Kruautkramer, Reporter and several staff and community members.

Shanon Peel  made a motion, second by Ken Ellenbecker, to approve the minutes of the January 17,
2022 Regular Board meeting  Voice vote.  Motion carried.

Public comments included Sam Puffer, thanking the Board and Administration for allowing him the
opportunity to be part of the School District for the past three years; Adam Triebold shared his
experience that allowed Cambrea Sarasin to participate in the Midwestern ACDA Regional Honor Choir
in Chicago.  Cambrea was one of three students selected to represent the State of Wisconsin.   Jessica
Bingham shared the  Science Olympiad Team and youth wrestling program accomplishments.

Principal Julie Gauerke-Peter thanked the staff and administration  for their support with the activities
happening at the Middle and High School.  Principal Redmann  acknowledged Kathy Luther and her
work and the stuff  for the monthly Jeanerousity donations made to organizations in need.

The Board received a copy of the January 20, 2022 Marathon County Children with Disabilities
Education Board to review.

President Krueger and Superintendent, Ms. Sheridan reported on the various sessions they each attended
at the WASB convention held  in Milwaukee in January.

Principal Mrs. Redmann updated the Board on elementary student testing and continued professional
development.

Principal  Mrs. Hanson shared activities including the  Spelling Bee winners, FastBridge Screening,
parent teacher conferences, open house and professional development. She also thanked Angi Servi for
her work with the implementation grant for Maple Grove.

Principal Gauerke-Peter updated the Board on activities including  the Spelling Bee, FBLA, FFA,  HS
Forensics, Pop Concert and High Mileage competition.

Superintendent Sheridan reviewed her goals to engage groups and leaders in future planning for the
School District. She acknowledged National School Counseling week, Bus Drivers Appreciation week,
Mrs. Angie Servi and Mrs. Hanson for the Maple Grove Implementation Grant process.  She also stated
that the District received $1,681.62 from the Charitable Money Market Account through Forward Bank.

Superintendent Sheridan asked the Board to approve the Human Resources request to accept the
resignation from Sam Puffer at the end of the school year, to hire Katrina Penney for the part-time night
custodial position at the Elementary and the following Spring Coaches:  Cheryl Strunk, Head Boys and
Girls Track, Craig Diedrich, Head Softball, Todd Diethelm, Head Baseball, Cade Ellenbecker, Volunteer,
Boys Track, Emily Roesler and Bill Coker, Volunteer, Softball.



Bev Braun reviewed the procedures for  the school board election when only one candidate is on the
ballot and two places are open.  The candidate on the ballot will be appointed and the person with the
most write-in votes would be offered the position, if not accepted, the Board can fill this position as they
see fit.

Superintendent Sheridan presented a powerpoint on budget development for the ESSER III funds. Input
from the community and staff were requested and considered.  The district will receive approximately
$1,200,000 as its allocation to be used through 2024.  Staffing costs, district maintenance needs, and
safety doors for the high school would be part of the grant application.

Neola policy updates included a new policy # 1421, Criminal History Record Check and Employee
Self-Reporting Requirement was reviewed by the Board for approval.

Jamey Handschke presented three bids for door replacement at the high school building from Tri-City,
Precision Glass and Door and Rib Mountain Glass.  He recommended that the Board accept the bid from
Rib Mountain Glass for $26,312 and to use ESSER III funds.

Principal Mrs. Redmann reviewed the Achievement Gap Reduction (AGR) School Board Report for the
first semester of this school year.

Tamey Zenner  made a motion, second by Shanon Peel, to approve the financial statement as presented
by Bev Braun.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0.

Tom Ellenbecker made a motion, second by Jessica Frahm, to approve bills for payment from check
number 66742 to 66952 as presented.  Roll call vote,  President Krueger abstained from check # 66839,
motion carried 7-0.

Steve Janke made a motion, second by Shanon Peel, to approve the Human Resource list as presented.
Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0.

Tom Ellenbecker  made a motion, second by Tamey Zenner, to accept the  the first reading of Neola
Policy # 1421-Criminal History Record Check and Employee Self-Reporting Requirement as presented.
Voice vote, motion carried.

Jessica Frahm made a motion, second by Tom Ellenbecker, to accept the bid from Rib Mountain Glass
to replace entrance door A and door K as presented.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0.

Shanon Peel made a motion, second by Jessica Frahm to approve the Achievement Gap Reduction
report as presented by Principal Redmann.  Voice vote, motion carried.

Superintendent Sheridan facilitated a School Board Retreat.

Shanon Peel made a motion, second by Tom Ellenbecker, to adjourn to closed session pursuant to Wis.
Stat. § 19.85(1)(c) for the purpose of considering the resignation of a professional staff member.
Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0.



Tamey Zenner  made a motion, second by Shanon Peel, to reconvene to open session to take action as to
those matters addressed in closed session.  No action was taken.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0.

Steve Janke  made a motion, second by Jessica Frahm, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned
at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Frahm, Clerk
Beverly Braun, Recording Secretary


