
The study session of the Board of Education, White Salmon Valley School District, Klickitat and Skamania Counties, White 
Salmon, WA was called to order at 6:03 p.m. Thursday, February 24, 2022, in the Columbia High School Library, located at 1455 
NW Bruin Country Rd., White Salmon WA 98672, and via a ZOOM public meeting per Senate Concurrent Resolution 8402 (2021), 
extending the Governor’s emergency proclamations, including 20-28 “until the termination of the state emergency pursuant to RCW 
43.06.210 or until rescinded by gubernatorial or legislative action, whichever occurs first." Present: Board Chair Alan Reitz, Board 
Vice-chair Laurie Stanton, Tracy Rushing, Pat Dempsey, Peter Harkema, Superintendent Dr. Sean McGeeney, and guests. 
  
Literacy Update: Dr. McGeeney introduced Schools Cubed consultants, Pati Montgomery, and Alan Dillon. The district has 
contracted with Schools Cubed on literacy professional development for the 2021-2022 school year.  
 
Pati presented and shared slides with the board describing their area of work and the science of reading, which provides the 
foundation of the literacy work being completed throughout the district. The presentation reviewed the science of reading and 
provided an overview of the professional development that they have presented to the district. 
 
Alan Dillon spoke to the board about the work he and Pati have been doing with the schools. This included literacy evaluation, 
the identified strengths, as well as next steps that should be looked at. Recommendations for the next steps include comprehensive 
assessment and literacy intervention, as well as consistency between school buildings. Alan shared about the training that has 
been provided to support the recommendations and next steps. 
 
Pati and Alan answered questions from the board.  
 
Following the Schools Cubed presentation, building principals Todd McCauley, Brian Fraser, Brian Morris, and Craig McKee 

presented their reflection and learning, as well as the most recent literacy data for their buildings. In addition, the principals 

provided a brief overview of what their buildings are currently doing regarding literacy, and next steps moving forward. 

 
The board and principals held discussion around the presented data and needs moving forward. 
 

At 7:05 p.m. Board Chair Alan Reitz adjourned the meeting with a motion by Tracy Rushing. Seconded by Laurie Stanton. 
Carried. 
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