
FROM	THE	
PRINCIPAL	
			As	November	approaches,	with	it	
comes	colder	weather.		While	our	
students	tend	to	believe	that	they	are	
immune	to	the	cold,	it	affects	them	
nonetheless.		In	order	to	keep	our	
students	healthy,	please	encourage	
them	to	we	are	appropriate	layers	as	
they	go	to	and	from	school	these	
winter	months.			

					I	know	that	it	is	“cool,”	but	a	hooded	
sweatshirt	does	not	compensate	for	a	
winter	jacket.		In	order	for	our	students	
to	be	successful,	they	need	to	be	
present,	not	home	sick	with	the	cold	or	
flu.			

					Thank	you	for	your	help	and	
support.		We	wish	everyone	a	warm	
and	healthy	winter	season.

				Independence	Junior	High	School	
is	celebraGng	Veterans	Day	this	year	
on	Friday,	November	10.		We	will	
host	our	annual	breakfast	for	
veterans	at	9:00a	followed	by	an	all	
school	assembly	at	approximately	
9:30a.		We	encourage	any	of	our	
students’	family	members	who	are	
acGve	service,	or	veterans	to	aRend.																

					If	you	have	an	arGfact,	picture,	
uniform	etc...	that	you	would	like	to	
share	for	our	Veteran's	Day	
Assembly	please	bring	them	to	Mrs.	
Meskimen	by	Thursday,	Nov.	
9.	Please	include	the	following	with	
your	arGfact:	name	of	family	
member,	service	branch,	conflict	
served	(if	possible),	and	name	of	
student.	Thank	you!

Veterans Day Celebration

FALL BREAK:  IJHS students will be 
off from school the week of Nov. 
20-24 for parent teacher conferences 
and Thanksgiving break.  The IJHS 
family wishes all of our community a 
great Thanksgiving holiday!

GIRLS BASKETBALL RECOGNITION:  
Please join us for the final home game 
for our girls basketball team on 
November 13.  Between the 7th and 
8th grade games we will be 
recognizing our 8th grade athletes 
and their families.

END OF TRIMESTER 1:  November 
10th marks the end of the first 
trimester.  Report cards will be 
accessible online through TeacherEase 
by Friday, November 17.
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Classroom Transformations in 6th Grade
					For	any	of	our	students	who	
wandered	down	by	the	south	entrance	
earlier	in	October,	they	noGced	that	
our	hallway	was	transformed	into	a	
crime	scene.		It	was	nothing	to	be	

alarmed	by	-	just	creaGvity	at	work!	

					The	sixth	grade	English	team,	
Jessica	Gabriel,	KrisGn	Szydelko,	and	
Maria	CurGn,	came	up	with	an	exciGng	
new	approach	to	introducing	
inferencing	to	their	students.		
Piggybacking	off	of	the	mini-lesson	the	
day	before,	our	sixth	graders	were	
forced	to	apply	their	observaGon	and	
reasoning	skills	through	examining	a	
crime	scene.		Aber	seeing	a	class	
myself,	I	posted	this	on	our	Pineapple	
Chart	in	the	faculty	lounge,	which	is	a	

method	of	sharing	strategies	and	
acGviGes	between	teachers	and	
encouraging	collaboraGon.	If	you	did	
not	take	the	chance,	what	I	saw	was	
remarkable!			

					I	remember	my	own	experiences	in	
English	class,	learning	comprehension	
skills	and	I	assure	you	I	was	not	
remotely	close	to	as	excited	about	it	as	
the	students	I	had	a	chance	to	
observe.			

				Jessica,	KrisGn,	and	Maria	deserve	a	
big	congratulaGons!		The	idea	that	
they	came	up	with,	which	I	refer	to	as	
classroom	transformaGons	(while	not	
necessarily	in	the	classroom)	is	an	
excellent	strategy	for	generaGng	
excitement	amongst	students	towards	

their	learning.		Hearing	students	use	
appropriate	vocabulary	as	they	
pointed	out	various	pieces	of	evidence	
and	make	inferences	as	to	what	
happened	and	how	it	took	place,	

made	for	an	
outstanding	
lesson.		The	
congratulaGons	
is	also	deserving	
for	going	above	
and	beyond.		
Performing	such	
a	feat	is	no	small	
task;	the	
planning,	
gathering	
materials,	
construcGon	of	
the	area	-	this	
stuff	takes	Gme	
and	a	great	deal	
of	effort.			

					The	juice	is	
worth	the	
squeeze.		In	the	
end,	the	students	

understand	that	collecGng	evidence,	
making	inferences,	and	drawing	
conclusions	is	not	“just	a	thing	they	do	
in	English	class,”	but	a	skill	that	applies	
to	everyday	interacGons	-	hopefully	
not	always	a	crime	scene.			



   

Speech Team Delivers Division I Ratings
					The	Independence	Speech	Team	
parGcipated	in	their	first	IESA	state	
final	this	past	weekend	in	Homer	Glen,	
IL.		Speech,	
otherwise	
known	as	
DeclamaGon,	is	
in	it’s	second	
year	and	is	
sponsored	by	
Ms.	Pam	
Peters.		Aber	a	
great	inaugural	
year	last	year,	
we	joined	the	
IESA,	Illinois	
Elementary	School	AssociaGon,	to	
compete	with	other	regional	schools.		

Last	year,	we	competed	against	our	
conference	schools	only.			

					Ms.	Peters	has	worked	extremely	
hard	with	her	squad	for	the	past	two	
months,	and	that	hard	work	and	

dedicaGon	paid	off	tenfold	as	they	
captured	21	Division	I	raGngs	and	1	
Division	II	raGngs!		This	is	a	

phenomenal	
performance	for	any	
squad,	let	alone	that	
is	in	such	infancy	as	
our	team.		Within	
our	squad	we	also	
received	three	
Judges’	Choice	
awards	for	best	
overall	
performances.			

					CongratulaGons	to	
the	whole	team!	

Science Builds a Future City
					If	you	want	the	answer	to	what	the	
future	might	look	like,	look	no	further	
than	our	8th	grade	classrooms!		
Students	in	Ms.	Boulukos’	
science	classrooms	are	
bringing	creaGvity	to	life	as	
they	imagine,	research,	and	
build	their	own	future	city.			

					Students	are	uGlizing	Sim	
City,	a	computer	program	to	
help	them	simulate	what	it	
takes	to	design	and	run	an	
effecGve	city.			

					The	unit	itself	is	incorporated	into	
the	Earth	and	Human	AcGvity	unit,	but	
students	are	also	compeGng	for	the	
best	design.		The	group	that	designs	
the	best	run	city	through	their	own	

research	and	applicaGon	have	an	
opportunity	to	move	beyond	IJHS	and	
compete	within	a	larger	organizaGon	

for	which	this	compeGGon	is	being	
held.			

						The	future	city	project	has	also	
brought	the	world	of	science	and	
English	together	as	Mrs.	Meskimen	

and	Ms.	Peters	have	teamed	to	help	
students	research	and	construct	a	
research	paper	on	a	topic	related	to	

their	city	design.			

						One	of	the	criteria	
that	students	must	
incorporate	into	their	
city	design	is	an	eco-
friendly	environment,	
which	allows	our	
students	the	
opportunity	to	think	
about	the	world	they	

live	in	and	how	they	can	make	it	a	
beRer	place	for	generaGons	to	come.


