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Beresford Republic—Four-part Series on the Watchdog Legacy Project 
 
Part 4—The Need for the Watchdog Legacy Project and How the Beresford School District 

Intends to Pay for It?  (July 19, 2018 edition) 

The Need for the Watchdog Legacy Project 

During the past two and one-half years, our District, school board, and members of our two 

planning committees have met, researched, toured facilities, and studied the needs for school 

and community programming.  The results of these efforts is what we call the Watchdog Legacy 

Project.  During the past five weeks, this information has been shared in the Beresford Republic.  

This same information has been shared at school board meetings, and also via our District 

website, Watchdog Legacy Project webpage, and at our May 12 Watchdog Legacy Project 

Community Presentation at the Bridges. 

The Watchdog Legacy Project meets our tradition of school and community service and the 
long-standing needs of our school district and community while emphasizing Beresford School 
District’s four Pillars of Academics/Achievement, Fine Arts, Athletics, and Servant Leadership/ 
Distinguished Service.  Our District’s Strategic Plan and Watchdog Hall of Fame are both based 
on the four pillars and the Watchdog Legacy Project is integral in our progress toward meeting 
our mission, vision, and goals. 
 
The Watchdog Legacy Project serves a three-fold purpose: 
 

1) The project will serve as a tremendous “educational resource” for our students, which 
will expand what our students are able to do academically and through their 
participation in school-sponsored co-curricular activities. 

2) The project will allow our staff the opportunity to “take our academic and our co-
curricular activity programs to another level.” 

3) The project will serve as an outstanding “community resource” as well by engaging our 
stakeholders and allowing them access to and use of our outstanding facilities for school 
and community programming. 

 
As Superintendent Brian Field stated at the May 12 Watchdog Legacy Project Community 
Presentation, “The Watchdog Legacy Project will make a difference in the lives of our children, 
our school, and our community that will leave a legacy for generations.  I have no doubt that 
the Watchdog Legacy Project will have a tremendous impact on our school and community 
programming and will enhance what we can do for our students, schools, and community.” 
 
The Watchdog Legacy Project Floor Plan will include: 
 

 47,000 in new square footage. 

 3,800 in remodeled square footage. 

 Student Commons/Lobby—3x existing space—with restrooms and secure entrance. 
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 Grace Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts—west of the Commons/Lobby. 

 Auxiliary Gym—south of the Grace Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

 Community-access Fitness Center—south of Auxiliary Gym. 

 Hallways for Easy Access. 
 

 
 
Based on information received from our architects, Architecture Incorporated, the estimated 
cost for the Watchdog Legacy Project is $14.8 million: 
 

 Grace Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts:  $10 million 

 Student Commons/Lobby, Restrooms & Secure Entrance:  $2 million 

 Auxiliary Gym:  $2 million 

 Community-access Fitness Center:  $800,000 
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How Does the District Intend to Pay for the Watchdog Legacy Project? 

The Beresford School Board would like to see funding for the Watchdog Legacy Project in the 

following amounts: 

 Community Capital Campaign:  $1.5-3 million 

 Successful Bond Election:  $11 million 

 Issuance of Capital Outlay Certificates:  $1.5-2.5 million 

 
Community Capital Campaign 

 
During late spring and throughout this summer, our Watchdog Legacy Project Committee has 
been meeting with area business leaders and individuals in our community to introduce the 
project and visit with them about our need.  As of Thursday, July 12 the Watchdog Legacy 
Project has received pledges, gifts, and/or cash donations in the amount of $497,630.   
 
Pledges can be made to support the Watchdog Legacy Project in any increments up to 10 years.  
The Watchdog Legacy Project Committee is hopeful that additional pledges, gifts, and/or cash 
donations will be received prior to the August 13 school board meeting.  If you would like to 
make a pledge, gift, and/or cash donation, please contact Beresford School District 
Superintendent Brian Field or Business Manager Jared Olson.  Their contact information can be 
found at the end of this article. 
 
The Beresford School Board would like to see a target of $1.5 million raised in pledges, gifts, 

and/or cash donations prior to adopting a bond resolution at their August 13 board meeting.  

The Board would like to schedule the District’s bond election on Tuesday, October 2 following 

Beresford’s Homecoming/Watchdog Hall of Fame weekend but that will not be officially 

decided until the community capital campaign progress update is shared with the Board on 

August 13. 

The Watchdog Legacy Project Committee will soon be rolling out their theater seat campaign.  

The Performing Arts Center will have 750 total seats with 600 on the floor and 150 in the 

balcony.  The Committee intends to sell the seats for $1000 each so that $750,000 can be 

pledged, collected, and added to the Community Capital Campaign for the Watchdog Legacy 

Project.  

Impact of Bond Redemption Levy on Resident Taxpayers 

Beresford School District’s current valuation for 2017, payable in 2018 is just under $496 

million.  This includes property categories of Ag, Owner Occupied, Other (Business), and 

Utilities in the counties of Clay, Lincoln, and Union.  The total valuation in Clay County is just 

under $104 million; Lincoln County is just under $164 million; and Union County is just over 

$228 million.   



4 
 

The following table highlights the total value of assessed property in the Beresford School 

District based on the property categories and counties. 

Beresford School District 
Valuation 2017, Payable in 2018 

 
Property Clay Lincoln Union Total 

AG $88,728,138 $116,802,999 $98,344,258 $303,875,395 

OO $12,584,309 $28,933,415 $87,794,067 $129,311,791 

OTH $2,591,381 $17,310,530 $41,595,222 $61,497,133 

UTIL $25,286 $713,096 $460,314 $1,198,696 

Totals $103,929,114 $163,760,040 $228,193,861 $495,833,015 

 

Based on Architecture Incorporated’s estimate of the total project cost, our District’s current 

valuation, and interest rate information received from our bonding agent DA Davidson, an $11 

million bond paid over 20 years amounts to a levy of $1.52 per $1000 of valuation.  The levy is 

the same for all property categories including Ag, Owner Occupied, Other (Business), and 

Utilities.   

The following table highlights the impact of an $11 million bond on taxpayers over 20 years. 

Impact of $11 Million Bond on Ag, Owner Occupied, Other (Business), and Utilities 
 

Valuation Levy/$1000 Per Year Per Month 

$100,000 $1.52 $152 $12.66 

$200,000 $1.52 $304 $25.33 

$300,000 $1.52 $456 $38.00 

$400,000 $1.52 $608 $50.66 

$500,000 $1.52 $760 $63.33 

$600,000 $1.52 $912 $76.00 

$700,000 $1.52 $1064 $88.66 

$800,000 $1.52 $1216 $101.33 

$900,000 $1.52 $1368 $114.00 

$1,000,000 $1.52 $1520 $126.66 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

The following table highlights the impact of an $11 million bond on the average assessed value 

of Ag land per acre over 20 years. 

Impact of an $11 Million Bond on the Average Assessed Value per Acre per Year 
 

Beresford 
School 
District 

Counties 

Ag Property  
Average 
Assessed 

Value / Acre 

Bond Levy 
Annual Cost          

/ Acre 

160 Acres 
(Quarter of 

Land) 

320 Acres 
(2 Quarters of 

Land) 

640 Acres 
(4 Quarters of 

Land) 

Clay $2762 $4.19824 $671.7184 $1343.4368 $2686.8736 
Lincoln $2566 $3.90032 $624.0512 $1248.1024 $2496.2048 

Union $2327 $3.53704 $565.9264 $1131.8528 $2263.7056 

Average $2551.66 $3.87853 $620.5648 $1241.1296 $2482.2592 

 

Information on the Ag Property Average Assessed Value per Acre in the Beresford School 

District was provided by the Equalization Offices in Clay, Lincoln, and Union counties.   

Our District’s total valuation has been going up each year and as a result, the levy per $1000 

should go down each year over the course of the 20-year bond. 

If you have any questions about the Watchdog Legacy Project or contents of this information, 

please stop at the south campus business office and visit with Superintendent Brian Field or 

Business Manager Jared Olson.  Also, please feel free to call either of them at 605-763-4293 or 

email them at Brian.Field@k12.sd.us or Jared.Olson@k12.sd.us.  

mailto:Brian.Field@k12.sd.us
mailto:Jared.Olson@k12.sd.us
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All of the visuals are conceptual in nature and by no means a finished product.  Several 

community planning committees, the District, and Board have been involved in the 

development of these visual images during the past two and one-half years.  As we move 

forward in this process, we will further develop and refine the various components of the 

Watchdog Legacy Project.   


