
All aboard the Freedom 
Train at Longcoy.

Parents shared their 
hopes and dreams for their 

children at Holden. 

Elementary teachers 
collaborate. 

After school chess 
club at Roosevelt.

Spirit Week at Stanton. Celebrating 101 days of 
school at Davey.

Walls jump rope team 
performed at a varsity game.

Construction Technology 
students learn roofing.
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     Phase II construction projects, part of the $25 million “No New Tax” bond 
issue passed in 2020, are progressing throughout the district.
     The gym addition at the high school, slated for completion by Fall 2022, 
is moving along on schedule. The new brick wall on the east side of the 
gymnasium is taking shape and the gymnasium flooring has been poured.  
The walls of the new field house at Roosevelt Stadium are up and the 
foundation is complete. 

     In the Richard Roberts Auditorium at the high school, a 
stage extension project is finished. The extension enhances 
sound projection during musical performances and provides 
more acting and presentation space for theatrical productions 
and assemblies. Old acoustic baffling material was removed 
from a back wall of the auditorium to enhance acoustic quality. 
New seating with two lighted aisles, new carpeting and 
painting are coming soon.

New gym addition underway

Richard Roberts Auditorium
stage extension
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Join the Superintendent 
for Coffee and Conversation 
      Don’t miss the remaining Coffee and 
Conversation events of the school year. In a small 
group setting, Superintendent George Joseph 
shares information about future school events, 
listens to ideas and answers questions from the 
community.  Morning and evening options are 
available and last about one hour.

	 Tuesday, 3/22 at 8:30 a.m. • Little City Grill

	 Wednesday, 4/27 at 6 p.m. • Kent Free Library, Woodward Room

	 Tuesday, 5/24 at 8:30 a.m. • Little City Grill

Hall of Fame Induction Rescheduled 
     The postponed Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and Dinner to honor the 2019 and 
2020 Classes has been rescheduled to take place on Saturday, October 15, 2022, at the 
Kent State University Hotel and Conference Center. 
     Nominations for future classes are currently being accepted at kentschools.net on the 
community page.

Kent City Schools is hiring
      Looking for an easy commute to a rewarding job? 
Kent City Schools has multiple job opportunities, 
including:

• Substitute educational aides
• Substitute teachers
• Bus drivers

      To  learn more, visit kentschools.net/employment  
           for a detailed list of openings.   	
 	

Recently, I 
received a letter 
from Iona, a 

fifth-grade student at Davey 
Elementary. Throughout my career, 
I’ve always enjoyed hearing from 
students.
      She asked me if I like my job as 
superintendent. That’s easy – yes!  I 
enjoy being superintendent because 
my priority is to serve students with 
the best quality education and to 
maintain a safe and secure school 
environment for all students. I’m 
surrounded by a team that shares 
these goals and a community that 
supports our work. 
      This thoughtful child also asked 
if being a superintendent is stressful. 
Yes, it has been stressful making 
important decisions about masking 
and vaccination clinics due to the 
pandemic. The good news is the 
improvement we see in this area as 
COVID-19 cases decline in the Kent 
community. 
      In this issue, I hope you’ll see 
all the ways that we work toward 
achieving our goals and how the 
entire community benefits from 
being a part of a healthy and strong 
school district.

George Joseph
Superintendent of Schools

Spring 2022

Principal appointed to ODE Board
     Davey Elementary School Principal Abbey Bolton was recently appointed to 
the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Educator Standards Board. The Educator 
Standards Board collaboratively promotes educator quality, professionalism, and 
public accountability on behalf of the students and citizens of Ohio. There is only 
one elementary principal representative on the Board.
     Bolton, as immediate past president, also serves on the Ohio Association of 
Elementary School Administrators (OAESA) Board of Directors.

Board of Education welcomes 
two new members

As part of the annual January organizational meeting, 
the Kent City Schools Board of Education elected Rebekah 
Wright Kulis as president and Pamela Ferguson as vice-
president. Brian Boykin and new board members Tiera 
Moore and Colin P. Boyle were sworn in for four-year terms.
     Boyle, a Roosevelt grad, is the Executive Vice President 
and CFO at Hometown Bank. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Finance and Economics from Seton Hall University. 
     Moore, a graduate of Kent State University, holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English and Political Science. She 
is currently pursuing a Master of Science in Geography at 
Kent State University. At KSU, she served as Student Body 
President, representing nearly 24,000 students. 
      In December,  Dr. Marlene Dorsey and Mr. Ryan 
Ferrara retired from the school board. They served on the 
board for 12 years and 16 years, respectively.  Bryan Boykin 
presented Dr. Dorsey and Mr. Ferrara with proclamations in 
honor of their service to the District.

Senior Rolls 300 Game 
On January 25, just one day after 
Roosevelt senior Matthew Richards
signed a letter of intent to continue 
his academic career at the University 
of Northwestern Ohio and bowl for 
the Racers, he rolled twelve strikes in 
a row to score a perfect game at Kent 
Lanes when the Rough Riders competed 
against Copley High School.

Funding from state and federal programs 
aids purchase of buses and technology
      The Ohio Department of Education recently awarded Kent City Schools $135,000 as a 
recipient of a Fiscal Year 2022 School Bus Purchase Award. House Bill 110 provided 
$50 million in FY2022 for school districts to replace older buses. Any bus purchased with 
these funds must replace a bus that is currently used for regular route service. A summer 
2022 purchase of three replacement school buses was already approved at the November 
2021 school board meeting, so this award will reduce the local cost of the purchase.  
      Kent City Schools received approval for the purchase of 430 Chromebooks in Round 
2 of the Federal Emergency Connectivity Fund program and will be reimbursed $200 for 
each Chromebook.  In the classroom, teachers use Chromebooks as a tool to help 
students get and stay organized and find and learn the information they need to know.

Haney inducted into 
Baseball Hall of Fame
     Roosevelt Art Teacher and Varsity 
Baseball Coach Mike Haney Jr. was 
inducted into the Greater Akron 
Baseball Hall of Fame last fall. 
Roosevelt was the venue for many 
of Haney’s early successes in baseball. 
After graduation, he lettered two 
years at Kent State University, played 
in the Kent VFW Hot Stove leagues 
and the NEO Class AAA and A league, 
where he was a three-time all-star. He 
returned to Roosevelt as a coach in 
2003, after coaching at other schools 
in the area. 
     Induction weekend began with an 
introduction of the 2021 honorees 
before a Rubber Ducks game at 
Canal Park and concluded with a 
celebratory dinner banquet at St. 
George Antiochian Hall in Copley.

Ryan Ferrara and 
Brian Boykin

Dr. Marlene Dorsey 
and Brian Boykin

Superintendent George Joseph, 
Dr. Marlene Dorsey and Ryan Ferarra

Throughout the school year, multiple vaccination 
clinics have been held at Stanton Middle School to 
offer staff and students an opportunity to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine or booster on-site. At the most 
recent clinic, held on January 21 for students 12-18 
years old, all 103 available slots were filled. 

Kent City Health Department Director Joan Seidel 
addressed the Board of Education in February and 
provided an update on COVID-19 and Omicron and 
Delta variants in Kent and surrounding communities. 
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