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The Charles Street School community was thrilled to bring back an “in per-

son” Read Across America (RAA) Week this year starting on Monday, 

March 7, 2022. This annual event which is endorsed by the National Edu-

cation Association (NEA) focuses on creating and celebrating a nation of 

diverse readers by exposing children to books that have characters of all 

races, genders, and backgrounds. The goal is for students to discover their 

own voices and learn from the voices of others. The year’s slogan at 

Charles Street School was “Look at the world through someone else’s 

eyes”. 
 

Each morning before the day’s fun began, students recited the Reader’s 

Oath together as a school. This memorable week was filled with Guest 

Readers, poster contests, a school wide Reading Challenge, various per-

formances, featured books and authors, themed dress days, an afterschool 

community event, and even our principal on the roof of the school! 

To start off the week, it was an honor to 

have Palmyra Borough Mayor Gina Tait 

and Superintendent Dr. Brian McBride 

join students and staff on Monday at our 

“Proclamation Ceremony”.  Principal Lee 

began the kick-off assembly with a read-

ing of “Change Sings” by inaugural poet 

Amanda Gorman. Following this, we 

were treated to an inspiring singing     

performance by our 3
rd

 graders who had 

spent weeks with Miss Bove learning and 

rehearsing the new Read Across America 

theme song. Mayor Tait read aloud the 

Read Across America Proclamation and signed on behalf of Palmyra     

Borough. Superintendent Brian McBride 

and Principal Octavia Lee signed as well 

to officially signal the start of RAA 2022. 

Ms. Tyler announced the much-anticipated 

winner of the Poster Contest; congratula-

tions to Mrs. Heller’s 3
rd

 grade class!    

Before the day’s end, it was announced 

that the students had met their school 

wide Reading Challenge goal. This meant 

that now Mrs. Lee had to accept the    

Principal Challenge later in the week. 
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On Tuesday, CSS staff and students were treated to 

a live performance by the Palmyra Players. PMS and 

PHS theater club members were bussed to Charles 

Street School where they performed scenes from 

their upcoming play “Seussical the Musical”. Our 

younger students watched in awe as the middle and 

high school students sang and danced. It was also 

very special for the teachers to see many of their 

previous students “all grown up”! 

Guest readers were welcomed into the building throughout the week starting on 

Wednesday. We were so thankful to be able to continue this tradition this year.  

Students look forward to their special Guest Reader just as much as our Guest 

Readers look forward to reading their chosen book aloud. Senator Troy Singleton, 

Dr. Brian McBride, PHS Principal Lisa Sabo, BOE Member Kate Allen-Yoakum and 

Mr. Chris Tracey were just a few of the many Guest Readers who took time out of 

their busy days to read to the students of CSS. 

By Thursday, students were busy preparing for 

Mrs. Lee’s Principal Challenge. This year, our 

principal would be sleeping on the roof of CSS 

with only the items packed for her by her       

students! Slowly, Mrs. Lee’s office filled with 

“essentials” for her overnight adventure such as 

a tent, blankets, a lantern, assorted snacks, a 

giant teddy bear, and many books. As students 

left for the day, they giggled with excitement as 

they waved to Mrs. Lee who was up on the roof. 

She reminded them to come back later for hot 

chocolate and bedtime stories at 5:30pm. The 

mild weather helped bring out an impressive 

crowd to this adorable evening community 

event. CSS families enjoyed hot chocolate,    

stories read by Mrs. Lee from the roof, and great 

company amongst each other. We waved good-

bye and said “Sweet Dreams” as Mrs. Lee tucked herself into her tent for the night. 

We woke Friday morning to bright 

blue skies and were so excited to 

hear about Mrs. Lee’s overnight ad-

venture! Parents/Guardians were 

invited to “Wake up with Mrs. Lee” 

from 8:15 – 8:45am with coffee and 

assorted breakfast pastries. At 9:00, 

staff and students gathered outside to 

cheer on Mrs. Lee during her final 

moments on the roof. Bundled up in 

many layers, Mrs. Lee lead students 

as they recited the CSS Pledge. As 

were all cheered and clapped, paper confetti rained down to the surprise and de-

light of the students. After Mrs. Lee warmed up, she quickly transitioned into the 

train conductor for the final RAA event of the week; the annual Reading Train. Fam-

ilies had worked together to make a “Train Car” craft featuring favorite books and 

authors. Now, the train cars were linked together throughout the halls of Charles 

Street and ready for students to take a “ride” to see them. As students “boarded”, 

Mrs. Lee collected their ticket which certified that a great week was had by all! 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make 
Read Across America 2022 so memorable. 
A huge thank you to the Palmyra PTA and 
the Palmyra Education Association PRIDE 
for supporting and sponsoring many of the 
wonderful events this past week.  
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LIFETOUCH SPRING PICTURES 

Monday, March 14 

CLICK ON THE PHOTOS BELOW TO  

FOLLOW THE LINK TO ORDER 

 

 

 

 

 

https://als.lifetouch.com/account-login-service/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.lifetouch.com%2Flogin%3Fdestination%3D%252F%253Futm_source%253DExactTarget%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_medium%3Demail%25E2%2580%258B%26utm_campaign%3DPPD_S22_Pr14_US%26utm_ca
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Charles Street School               

     Kindergarten Registration 
 

Kindergarten Registration for the 2022-2023 
School Year is taking place now.  Follow these 
steps for the registration process for your 
2022-2023 Kindergarten student – 

 Go to the Palmyra School District registra-
tion site at:  

https://palmyranj.sites.thrillshare.com/o/css/page/kindergarten-registration 
 
 

- Fill out the available forms online, being sure 
to select the 2022-2023 school year op-
tion.   

- After completing the forms, Ms. Kim Allen, 
Palmyra School District Registrar, will   
contact you to finalize your paperwork. 

- Charles Street School personnel will contact 
you to schedule a kindergarten readiness 
screening test for your student. 

 

https://palmyranj.sites.thrillshare.com/o/css/page/kindergarten-registration


5 

     

 

FROM THE NURSE... 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT CSS 

  March 3      12:45 Dismissal     

              Project Night -                                              

              More  information coming to   

              you soon! 

     

  March 7—11    READ ACROSS AMERICA    

               WEEK AT  Charles Street  

  March 14      PTA Sponsored -                           

               SPRING PICTURE DAY 
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PTA  


