
 

Dear KSD Community, 

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) has released new guidelines for schools across the state to follow as 
we move into a new phase of managing the COVID pandemic. The new guidance is similar to national CDC guidance, and 
comes at a time when we are seeing declines in COVID-19 cases across our region, state, and nation. As we learn to live 
in a world with the virus, we are excited to resume regular activities safely. 

Here is a summary of what the changes mean for us:  

• The new guidance goes into effect Monday, March 14, 2022, for all schools and buses. We must continue to 
follow current guidance until then. 

• Kelso School District will not be requiring students or staff to wear masks or maintain a physical distance in 
class or on school buses. However, anyone who still wants to wear a mask may do so.  

o Students going to the school health room who are exhibiting symptoms will need to wear a mask. 
• People who have COVID symptoms must continue to stay home and away from others, regardless of 

vaccination status.  
o Washington State Department of Health (DOH) will be creating an updated flowchart document showing 

steps people should take if they have symptoms or are exposed to COVID.  
• People who test positive for COVID-19 are required to isolate, regardless of vaccination status, for 5 days AND 

notify your school of the positive case.  They may return on day 6 if symptoms have significantly improved. 

DAY 0 DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5 DAY 6 
Test 

Positive 
Date 

Isolate Isolate Isolate Isolate Isolate May return if symptoms have resolved 
or improved significantly and no fever 

in last 24 hours. Test or mask not 
required to return. 

 
• Individual contact tracing and notification of individual close contacts will no longer be required. Kelso School 

District will update the district COVID dashboard with recorded positive cases and/or outbreaks in an expedited 
manner. 

 
The health and safety of our staff and students remains a top priority. Our school district will continue with the following 
layered prevention measures:  

• Stay home when ill 
• Test when symptomatic (KSD offers COVID testing at each school site during school hours) 
• Cleaning and disinfecting  
• Handwashing and good hygiene 

We will share more information with you as we receive it and as we update our school district practices to align with the 
new guidance. 

Sincerely, 
 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/821-165-K12SchoolsChildCare.pdf


Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
Kelso School District 
Marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org 
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