
February 8, 2022

The Board of Education of Community Unit School District Number Two met at 7:00 P.M.,

on Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at Riddle Elementary School.  The meeting was moved to

Riddle’s cafeteria in anticipation of the interest from the community regarding recent litigation

of a temporary restraining order of face masks for students in schools.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Michelle Skinlo.

ROLL CALL: Present:  Heidi Larson, Gary Kepley, Ashli Overton,

Susan Braun, John Hedges, and Michelle Skinlo

Erika Weaver arrived at 7:18 p.m.

RECEPTION OF

VISITORS: Board President Skinlo welcomed all those present.

Agenda: Katrina Farris, director, early childhood, discussed the Birth-3

program achieving Designated Quality Confirmed program.   It is

the highest level of achievement that a grant funded program such

as Birth-3 can achieve.  The process to earn the designation

includes Baby TALK monitoring and evaluating the program for

well over a month. They also evaluated parent education events,

evening events, home visits, reviewed files and evaluated the

connection to family to resources. One of the highest

achievements is collaborating with the community to provide

family resources.  The program offers  a lending library open to

the community. There are resources for parents and families

including backpacks they can take home.  There are computers

they can use to create or update resumes. No other program has a

lending library, said Farris.

Non-Agenda: Several audience members requested to speak about the

temporary restraining order issued by a judge in the case Austin

v. Pritzker. The temporary restraining order was on the mask

mandate for public school districts issued by Gov. J.B. Pritzker.

Todd Farris-About six months ago, I stood before the board and I

implored you not to mandate face coverings or any other

mandates for our students and teachers.  About a week and half

later, the governor intervened and took it out of your hands. It is

back in your hands by this TRO (temporary restraining order). I

implore the board again to bring it back to the local level.  Let

due process reign.  Let the rule of law reign. Allow me to make

decisions for my children that I deem to be safe.  Don’t allow

Springfield or any other larger government entity to make

decisions that need to be made on a local level.  You are past the



point where this needs to happen.  The due process needs to be

for any kind of quarantine that should be on the local level; not

Springfield.  That’s not how the United States works.  That's not

what a subsidiary is, which is the doctrine that the family is the

single cell of the government throughout the society and that

every other government entity beyond that should be geared

towards uplifting and upholding the family unit.  That’s what I

am asking you to do-bring it back home.  I also wanted to

address the fact that it was confirmed to me by an administrator

that there was a teacher that was coercing children at Williams

with candy to get them to wear masks.   I am assuming that this

child or children that were being coerced were told by their

children (family) not to wear masks.  This teacher does not need

to be in the classroom at this point and time.  As a parent, it is

disturbing and detestable to me to directly countermand the

wishes and will of parents especially in such a creepy way. It is

creepy to bribe children with candy to do anything.   I tell my

children to not take candy from anyone and now they have

teachers trying to coerce them with candy to put face coverings

on.  That’s unacceptable.  I was told by administrators it was

taken care of and I believe that, but in my opinion,  the teacher

needs to be removed from the classroom whether temporarily or

permanently. I don’t know what kind of investigation process has

to go on, but I implore the board to do that as well.

Brandon Crozier-I am not from Mattoon– my wife is. I know about

two people in this building.  All of you have the right to make

decisions for your family for your children and you do have to worry

about teachers and other kids.  I want that as well.  Like I said, I wish

everybody the health and safety and best and all that.  The main thing is

we have a choice and they have a choice now.  We take care of kids as

far as medical and anything else we feed them.  We give them

everything.  We should be able to make the choice whether they wear a

mask or not. Like the gentleman said earlier about the coercion of

candy, come on guys we’ve been told for a long time that trick doesn’t

work or shouldn’t work.  I had a discussion last night with my six-year

old about masks and why they want you to wear them.  We talked

about the choice of that.   He started crying and said he would get in

trouble if he didn’t wear a mask.  What six-year-old would know that

they would get in trouble for not wearing a mask?  We go bowling, we

don’t wear a mask.  We go to Rural King, we don’t wear a mask, we

go to church, we don’t wear a mask.   Imagine my kid scared to not

wear a mask in school.  Two places they shouldn’t be safest:  at home

and at school. We pay a lot of money to send our kids to this school

and be protected.  When we’re not there, it should be the second safest



place there is. With actions of a teacher, I am not so sure it is the

safest place.  These guys have a hard decision to make.   I don’t

know what else to say other than parents should have a choice.

My wife has lived in Mattoon her whole life and went to school here.

She loves this place.  I don’t like it.  We want the best for our kids.

It’s hard times, but give us a choice back.  That’s all I am asking for.

Angela Hampton-Hi I am Angela Hampton, I have three daughters in

the school district and I am also one of the parents named in the TRO.

I can tell you we did not want to file a restraining order against our

children’s school district.  For the last year, we have asked you to

think win win, to synergize, to be proactive, and to seek to understand

our perspective. You’ve declined at every turn.  The millions of dollars

being poured into our district are not a blessing, they are a bribe.  The

money has caused you to bully the people you serve because the

government and unions have bullied you and that’s how intimidation

works. It is passed down from people in power to people in control, to

the weakest links who are now our children.  Like the teacher’s aid

who screamed down the hallway ‘this job pays my bills and I am not

going to let you take that away from me because of a mask.’ Or

the group lectures where students are told they are responsible for

making their friends sick or the elementary school teacher who bribes

students with candy to put their masks on this week.  What kind of

twisted logic tells someone that it’s ok to blame a child for a virus or

bribe them to do something against their parents wishes.  I wonder how

many of you spoke in front of this board before you were elected or

even attended these meetings.  If you had, you would know that it is

scary and intimidating and if all you have done is sit there and say aye a

few times a month than you have no idea what the last year has been

like for those of us who have sat there and advocated for our children.

Everytime I get up here, I weigh my words carefully for days to make

sure I am only sharing truth and facts.  I have been mocked by the

president in front of a room full of people for creating a conflict. Erika

Weaver has assaulted my parenting directly to my daughter’s face.

John (Hedges)  dismissed my concerns as unimportant and

untrue on social media and the district shared his post on their

Facebook page.  It’s no wonder more parents don’t want to stand up

here and share their concerns when the people they elected to

protect their children are behaving like children themselves. It’s my

job as a mother who wants her children to grow up in a free

society that does not fear its elected officials, to stand here and hold

you accountable. Your job, according to the IASB, the job you

volunteered for, is to provide local citizen control over education at a

point as close to the parent and child as possible.  You leave this room,



you take your mask off, and enjoy dinner at restaurants and taxpayer

funded trips out of state and then make us out to be public enemy

number one.  But you would not sit here if it weren’t for us.  We are

not your enemies.  We are done making excuses for your hypocrisy.

You don’t own our children, you don’t own their bodies. We are asking

you to start doing what we elected you to do or step down and let

someone else do it.

Stacey Harminson-My name is Stacey Harminson. We have two

children currently at the high school and we were also part of the

lawsuit brought against Mattoon school district. I want to share that the

closest statistics that I can get as of 6:30 p.m. tonight is that 249 school

districts in Illinois have made masks optional.  That’s 29 percent of the

total number of school districts in Illinois.  Only 145 districts were

included in our lawsuit so these districts are seeing the writing

on the wall and they are understanding what the judge has said and

what this means to our schools.  And they know this is not allowing

kids due process and they understand it is illegal.  And the judge even

called the actions evil that the governor was bringing down.  So if they

have chosen to make these decisions without being forced to by the

temporary restraining order, why school board,  as representatives of

the Mattoon school district who was included in this lawsuit, why

would you make the choice to continue with illegal action against our

children.  It makes no sense to me.  Our children, just because they are

young, doesn’t mean they don’t get due process just like the rest of us.

And in today’s world, our children need to be taught what’s right and

wrong, and be taught what law is and what law is not, and a mandate is

not a law.  We as their parents are standing up and saying, we are the

ones in charge of them. We are the ones to make decisions for them,

not our governor, not the school board.  So I just want to ask you

first and foremost and I know I won’t get an answer to this but if the

reason for the decision that came out in the email to parents was made

because of money?  If that decision was made because of political

pressure?  Just fess it up and say it.  We can understand there is a lot of

pressure from a governor who is a very tyrannical man. What we can’t

understand is when you sit here and you just want the best interest for

our kids.  Sorry, I am their parent. I am the one who wants the best

interest for my kid.  I don’t care what you want.  You can never want

their best interest as much as I do.  And then I would just like to tag

onto Angela’s part too. I’ve been really disappointed. We’ve come to a

lot of school board meetings in the last year over this and I have been

really disappointed in my school board.  I am upset with myself for not

being involved more earlier because my kids are in high

school but it’s been very disappointing to see the anger and the



divisiveness from our school board publicly to us as parents.

It’s very disappointing to me. Harminson’s three-minute

limit expired.  She asked if she could use her husband Jeremy

Harminson’s time and President Michelle Skinlo agreed.

Harminson continued: The school board is elected. You asked to be

part of this and you asked people in your community to vote for you to

be part of this.  And we as parents show up and we say, ‘hey we

are concerned about this; hey we think this is a big deal.’ I have to

agree with Angela, I have had people try to create issues with

me at my workplace. I personally seen the mocking that was done in

front of children and heard people laugh at us when we made

comments.  It is inappropriate.  I work in a professional area too, folks.

That’s not appropriate.  We don’t do that as adults and you definitely

don’t do that as elected officials.  So all of you here that don’t normally

come to school board meetings, I would encourage you to start coming.

Don’t wait like me until your kids are older, start coming, get involved.

And it's time to take the garbage out. It needs to go. We need to get

people in here who want to do something to support our children and

to support us as parents.

Jeremy Harminson, I just want to remind you guys,  I stood in front of

you guys I don’t know how long ago and I told you that I was praying

for all of you cause this is when it was starting.  And I meant that and I

have been. I am not happy but I am praying.   And I told you and if

you remember I said,  ‘All have you come to this place and this time.’

I believe most of you are probably Christians for a reason.

God has brought you here for this reason and this time.  It breaks my

heart to say this, ‘you have failed to stand up.’   I know it’s hard.   I

almost lost my job for what I have done. I know it’s hard, I know.  My

dad taught me it’s never too late to do the right thing. I don’t hate

anyone of you at all. I pray tonight that everyone would keep their lid

on because that's how things are accomplished.  You have to stand up.

You will regret it if you don’t. It may be too late. I don’t know.

Vickie Budde-When the email came home from the school, it was

confusing to us. Today, when the kids went to school, there were kids

with masks and kids without masks.  The kids are confused.  They

don’t know what they are supposed to do anymore because of that.

When the decision is made, the decision will go out to all of us so the

kids will understand what this is all about and what they need to be

doing.

Brandi Crispin- I am not a public speaker nor I am not a doctor, lawyer

or scientist so I am not going to get into the legalities of this matter or



weigh in on the actual ineffectiveness of masks or how

detrimental they are for our kids physically or mentally. But I am

a mother and a concerned mother, that's why I am here today to

advocate for my children to be their voice.  They wanted to be here

tonight and they want to be heard.  I am speaking for them.  They ask

me constantly, ‘When is this going to stop?’  ‘When is our school going

to go back to normal?’  ‘When are we going to be able to stop wearing

masks to school?’ And I can’t answer that for them because that

decision has been taken out of my hands as a parent and it is been put

in your’s.    So I am asking you tonight, ‘When is enough enough?’

After 697 days, after a judge and his legal expertise, has deemed these

masks mandates null and void, after over 230 schools and counting in

our state and 41 entire states have done away with these masks

mandates.   If not now, when is going to be the time for this board to

put the best interests of our children first.  What more is going to take

for you to respect our freedom as parents and to restore normalcy back

to our children’s lives. If not now, then when. When is it going to be?

I am asking you to respect us and this board should give the parents

the right to make those decisions for themselves.  I want to be able to

see my kids smiling when they walk out to the car.  I did not send my

kids to school with masks on Monday.   Let me tell you I cried when

they came out and I saw they still did not have masks on and I can see

their faces and see them smiling.  That's why it’s important here.  Now

if I fail to leave this meeting showing them that our voices can make a

difference and that individuals can create change.  So please consider

them and the other 3,140 children’s lives that you are impacting tonight

and choose to let them breathe.

Consent Agenda: President Michelle Skinlo motioned that Consent Agenda Item

3.3 Board Policies be pulled from the agenda.  John Hedges

seconded.  Skinlo then updated her motion to pull Consent

Agenda 3.3 to vote on it separately and table Board Policy 6.60.

Skinlo added the board would discuss Board Policy 6.60

following approval of the consent agenda items.  Board Policy

6.60 deals with curriculum. Portions of the policy include newly

added curriculum about sex education.

Roll call vote as follows:  Overton, aye; Braun, aye; Hedges,

aye; Larson, aye; Weaver, aye. Kepley, aye; Skinlo, aye. Nays,

none.  Motion carried.

The consent agenda consisted of the following items:

-Approval of the January 11, 2022 Regular Board Meeting

Minutes and Executive Session Minutes

-Approval for payment of bills for January 2022



-Approval of the Monthly Financial Report by Fund

-Approval of the Year-To-Date Budget Report

-Approval of Monthly Enrollment 3,190

-Approval of Freedom of Information Report

The district didn’t receive any Freedom of Information requests.

Overton moved, seconded by Weaver to approve the consent
agenda as presented.

Roll call vote as follows: Kepley, aye; Overton, aye;

Braun, aye; Hedges, aye; Weaver, aye. Larson, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

BOARD ACTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 3.3 BOARD POLICIES

BUT TABLE THE SEX EDUCATION PORTIONS OF

BOARD POLICY 6.60: Board President Michelle Skinlo made a motion to approve

Consent Agenda Item 3.3 approval of Board Policies but

requested tabling the sex education portions of 6.60 until a later

date. Since the new sex education curriculum items are not

immediately taking effect, Skinlo believed it would benefit the

board to wait for additional information and clarification.

Board member Heidi Larson asked if the board would discuss the

sex education portions of Board Policy 6.60 at next month’s

meeting.

Supt. Tim Condron added the district is waiting for additional

direction from the Illinois State Board of Education regarding the

sex education policies.   Those portions will not be effective until

August 2022.

Both Board President and Board member Hedges were not

supportive of the sex education curriculum as it is currently

presented.

(Board policies are created through state and federal legislation.

New policies and existing policies are updated throughout the

school year as legislation is approved.  Public school districts

throughout Illinois follow these policies to be in compliance with

the law).

Skinlo moved, seconded by Weaver to approve Consent Agenda

Item 3.3 Board Policies but table the sexual education portions of

Board Policy 6.60.



Roll call vote as follows: Hedges, aye; Weaver, aye; Larson, aye;

Kepley, aye; Overton, aye; Braun, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON DISTRICT COVID-19

MITIGATION PLAN: Supt. Tim Condron proposed three potential options for the

board’s consideration in response to the recent judgment in

Austin V. Pritzker.  A judge issued a temporary restraining order

of Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s mask mandate for students and staff in

Illinois school districts.

Option 1:  Maintain status quo, requiring masks for all except

plaintiffs, then follow appellate ruling.

Continued compliance of temporary restraining order

from the Austin v. Pritzker litigation, which only named

plaintiffs are not required to wear face coverings

All non-named plaintiffs continue requirement for face

coverings

Only COVID positive cases are excluded from school,

unless otherwise directed by the Coles County Health

Department

The timeline is dependent upon the appellate court ruling.  The

implications of this option may include confusion regarding

surrounding districts’ interpretation of the new ruling.  Another

potential issue is the management of students and families who

interpret the ruling differently and choose not to wear masks.

Option 2  Temporarily pause maks requirement for all and then

follow the appellate court ruling

Continue compliance of temporary restraining order for

the Austin v. Pritzker litigation.  Only COVID positive

cases are excluded from school

Masks recommended, but not required, for all students

and staff.

The timeline would pause mask requirements beginning Feb. 9,

2022 until the appellate court ruling.  If the appellate court rules

to reverse the temporary restraining order, return to mask

required for all students and staff.



The potential implications of this include:

Noncompliance with Illinois State Board of Education

Noncompliance with legal counsel

Lack of protection for educational staff

Potential implications for protected classes of students

Confusion in the event of an appellate court reversal

Option 3:  Recommended but do not require masks for all, then

Discuss potential options at March board meeting

Masks recommended but nor required for all students and

staff.  Only COVID positive cases are excluded from

school unless otherwise individually directed by the Coles

County Health Department.

The timeline would begin February 9, 2022.  Masks are

recommended but not required for all students and staff.  If an

appellate court rules to reverse the temporary order, the board

will consider options at the March 8, 2022 meeting.

The potential implications include:

Noncompliance with ISBE guidelines

Noncompliance with legal counsel

Lack of protection for educational staff

Potential implications for protected classes of students

Confusion in the event of an appellate court reversal

Overton motioned, seconded by Hedges to adopt Option 3 as

presented.

Skinlo asked for questions and discussion following the motion.

Skinlo apologized to audience member and parent Angela

Hampton if she thought that she had mocked her.  Skinlo couldn’t

recall mocking her but she apologized if that is what Hampton

perceived.  Skinlo said the board has done a lot of research

before tonight’s meeting.   Her decision was not based on

bullying, threatening, harassment or messages she received from

the public after 10 p.m.  How I vote will be on my conviction but

not because somebody forced me to, said Skinlo.

Board Secretary Susan Braun told the audience we all knew from

District Attorney Brandon Wright that this would be appealed.

No matter which way the judge ruled, everybody knew, except

maybe the public, that there would be an appeal.  No matter how



we vote tonight, we could be here again.  Please understand that.

I have concerns about staff.

Board member Heidi Larson said she is 100 percent behind

Option Number 3. Larson question why doesn’t the board just

make masks recommended?   Why do we have to come back in

March?

Supt. Tim Condron said the idea behind the March option is that

it goes beyond the appellate court ruling allowing the board to

revisit if they wish to do so.

Condron asked for advisement from Attorney Brandon Wright.

Wright said,  the differences in the first two options is their

outcomes both depend on the appellate court ruling and the board

would automatically follow the appellate court ruling.  With

Option 3, the board would review its status and revisit that

decision.

Board member Heidi Larson said if we don’t know what is going

to happen in March, how will all the people know?  Will we

come back to vote again and discuss?  I know we can’t predict

the future but the lack of clarity creates a lot of confusion.  The

simpler we can keep this, the easier it is. If we are going to vote

again in March based on the appellate decision, will that be made

clear on the board agenda so the public will know we are going

to vote again?

Supt. Condron said if the board chooses to approve Option 3, it

would stay in effect and the board could call it in March if they

wish to change to what was acted upon this evening. (State mask

mandates for schools were lifted February 28, 2022).

(As a reminder) Overton motioned, seconded by Hedges to adopt

Option 3 as presented

Roll call vote as follows: Braun, no; Hedges, aye; Weaver, no

Larson, aye; Kepley, aye; Overton, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

BOARD ACTION TO AWARD BID FOR MHS WOODSHOP CONSTRUCTION

RENOVATION: Tom Sherman, business manager, recommended awarding a bid

to renovate the Mattoon High School woodshop to K. Wohltman

Construction of Effingham at the cost of $2,635,000.  Two other

bids were submitted by Christy-Foltz of Decatur for $3,028,489

and Grunloh Construction, Inc, of Effingham for $2,823,000.



The new woodshop will be relocated to the high school’s 400

wing.

The current site of the woodshop will become a sports center

complex.  The building will be enlarged and restrooms will be

added.

Kepley moved, seconded by Braun to accept the bid by K.

Wohltman Construction for renovation of the MHS woodshop

building.

Roll call vote as follows: Hedges, aye; Weaver, aye; Larson, aye;

Kepley, aye; Overton, aye; Braun, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

See Exhibit 5.1a

BOARD ACTION FOR PERMISSION TO SOLICIT BIDS FOR

MHS 400 WING CONSTRUCTION

RENOVATION: Tom Sherman, business manager, requested permission to solicit

bids for renovation of the Mattoon High School 400 wing.  The

MHS woodshop and the greenhouse need to be relocated because

of the expansion of the athletic complex.  The woodshop will be

relocated to the 400 wing and a new greenhouse will be

constructed in the courtyard of the 400 wing.

Braun moved, seconded by Weaver to solicit bids for renovation

of Mattoon High School’s 400 wing.

A voice vote of ayes carried the motion.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

See Exhibit 5.2a

BOARD ACTION FOR PERMISSION TO SOLICIT BIDS FOR PARKING LOT

BEHIND MHS: Tom Sherman, business manager, requested board permission to

solicit bids to improve the parking lot located behind the high

school.

These renovations would include repaving the parking lots

(sections of it are torn up right now due to construction) and

relocating the entrance to the football field straight south in the

middle of the sports lot to alleviate some congestion.  The move

of the entrance will provide visitors with a more aesthetic view of



the athletic facilities and the new memorial area.  Room for

community gathering and potential tailgating is also planned.

Sherman said they hope to get the project completed by the first

home football game.

Weaver moved, seconded by Overton to solicit bids for parking

lot improvements behind the high school.

A voice vote of ayes carried the motion.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

See Exhibit 5.3a

BOARD ACTION TO DECLARE SURPLUS MATERIALS FOR

SALE: Tom Sherman, business manager, recommended the board

declare surplus materials for sale.

From time to time, the board declares items surplus. The

greenhouse is one of the items that is available to the public for

purchase.  The buyer will have to dismantle and remove the

greenhouse.  For more information, Sherman encouraged

interested buyers to contact him at the board office at

217-238-8850.

Weaver moved, seconded by Braun to declare surplus materials

for sale.

A voice vote of ayes carried the motion.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

See Exhibit 5.4a



BOARD ACTION TO APPROVE

THE PERSONNEL REPORT

M.C.U.S.D. #2: Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources David

Skocy presented the following C.U.S.D. #2 personnel

report to the Board for approval:

Certified Resignations  – C.U.S.D.#2

-Jacob Fryman, resigning Mattoon Middle
School dean of students, effective, end
of the 2021-22 school year

-Tracey Perry, retiring Franklin Preschool
social worker, effective at the end of the
2026-27 school year

Certified Appointments  – C.U.S.D.#2

-Tonya Eich, Mattoon High School ag
teacher, effective for the 2022-23 school year

-Jacob Fryman, Mattoon Middle School
industrial arts teacher, effective 2022-23
school year

-Nichole Logan, Mattoon High
School science teacher, effective, 2022-23
school year

-Jacob Perry,  Mattoon High School science
teacher, effective 2022-23 school year

-Elise Schall, Mattoon High School special
education teacher, effective 2022-23 school
year

-Hannah Spain, Mattoon High School ag
teacher, effective 2022-23 school year

-Sydney Zumbahlen, Mattoon Middle School
band teacher, effective for the 2022-23 school
year

-Heidi Sanders, substitute teacher, effective
immediately



Classified Resignation  – C.U.S.D.

-Lori Collings, retiring as Franklin Preschool
paraprofessional, effective, end of the
2021-22 school year

-Jeff Jean, retiring as Riddle Elementary
School custodian, effective May 6,
2022

-Michael Todd Morton, resigning as
Williams Elementary School supervisor,
effective January 21, 2022

-Cari Persino, resigning as Mattoon Middle
School paraprofessional, effective January
14, 2022

-Lindsey Cook, resigning, Riddle Elementary
School paraprofessional, effective end of
2021-22 school year

Classified Appointments  – C.U.S.D.

-Kara Kieffer, Williams Elementary
School paraprofessional, effective
immediately

-Michael Todd Morton, substitute
supervisor,effective January 21, 2022

-Paul Weber, substitute bus driver and
substitute custodian, effective immediately

-Lisa Harland-Rowe, Riddle Elementary
School supervisor, effective immediately

-Callan Haldorsen, substitute, supervisor,
effective immediately



Overton moved, seconded by Hedges

to approve the personnel report as

presented.

Roll call vote as follows: Overton, aye, Braun, aye,

Hedges, aye; Weaver, aye; Larson, aye; Kepley, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

BOARD ACTION TO APPROVE EXPANDED AGRICULTURAL

PROGRAMMING: Christy Hild, assistant superintendent of student services,

requested board action to expand agricultural programming to the

middle school and preschool.

In 2018, Mattoon in Motion performed a strength analysis of the

region.  In the findings, healthcare, education and agriculture

comprised some of the strengths of the region.  Using that

analysis, the district wanted to create more agricultural

opportunities and offer those experiences to younger students.

Ag is more than farming, Hild said.  It’s also business,

marketing, communication and food processing.  The district

wants students to learn about all of the opportunities that ag can

provide.

From research, successful expansion of programs includes the

following criteria:

-early involvement

-a clear pathway

-application experiences

-students connecting with other students

-developing relationships with mentors

-passionate facilitators

-external community partners

The high school has an established ag program. In the fall of

2007, the ag program was expanded and the greenhouse was

constructed.  The greenhouse is near the end of its life.  The

panels need to be replaced.  With the current athletic facility

renovation, it’s a good opportunity to upgrade the greenhouse.

MHS has an active and successful FFA chapter.  There are

robust course offerings including career exploration, ag science,

ag mechanics and supervised ag experiences (independent study)

and plant and animal science courses.



Hild said the expanded program would offer a required ag

essentials course to sixth-graders and fusing ag studies into the

science courses.  Students in sixth-grade have the opportunity to

try all the coursework.

In seventh grade, an elective ag essentials course would be

added.  The essential courses are scheduled for a quarter.  They

pick their favorite courses and spend nine weeks in each of those

areas.

Eighth-graders would have the opportunity to select a

semester-long essential ag course of study blending chemistry and

life science with aquaponics.

Preschoolers would be invited to be part of these studies with

middle school mentors.  A Cloverbuds chapter is also proposed.

Hild estimated the programming would impact 1,000 students

giving one-third of the district’s population an opportunity to

grow to work in a greenhouse, to develop projects and explore

careers.

Another proposal is the development of a middle school FFA

chapter.

During Tom Sherman’s  (business manager) presentation, he

discussed demolition of the current greenhouse at MHS and

construction of a new greenhouse in the MHS courtyard.  Hild

proposed the construction of a greenhouse at the middle school.

The total square footage of the two new greenhouses would be

slightly larger than the existing greenhouse and impact more

students.  The cost estimates for the two new greenhouses are

about the same as the cost of the existing greenhouse when built

in 2007.

The district’s curriculum coordinating committee approved this

proposal and recommended proposing it to the school board for

approval.  The target start date of the expanded ag programming

would be this fall.



Weaver moved, seconded by Overton to approve expanded

agricultural programming.

Roll call vote as follows:  Larson, aye; Kepley, aye;

Overton, aye; Braun, aye; Hedges, aye; Weaver; aye,

Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

See Exhibit 7.1a

BOARD ACTION FOR PERMISSION TO SOLICIT BIDS

FOR MATTOON MIDDLE SCHOOL

GREENHOUSE: Christy Hild, assistant superintendent of student services,

requested board permission to solicit bids for the construction of

a greenhouse at Mattoon Middle School.

Weaver moved, seconded by Hedges to permit the solicitation of

bids for a greenhouse to be constructed at Mattoon Middle

School. .

A voice vote of ayes carried the motion.

Nays none.  Motion carried

See Exhibit 7.2a

BOARD PRESENTATION ON CURRICULUM

UPDATES: Christy Hild, assistant superintendent of student services,

presented information regarding updates to district curriculum.

A review of the district’s current curriculum program has been

undertaken.  The review includes what is being taught, measuring

success and expected outcomes.  Next month, these proposals

will be on the agenda for the board to approve.

Each topic represents important outcomes for student learning.

There is a scale that describes the outcome for students.  State

standards were analyzed with the coursework the district is

currently teaching and what is locally important in the

community.  The learning is organized from the very first things

learned in kindergarten all the way to the last requirements

learned in high school.

The Curriculum Coordinating Committee recommended adding a

high school a Literacy Leadership Course and a Numeracy



Leadership Course.  These elective courses would be offered in

addition to literacy and math courses.  These classes would

provide additional instruction and support for those struggling in

literacy and math.  Students will get credit for these courses.

The classes are personalized so each student will get assistance

for areas where they are challenged.  They will be graded on

adaptive skills.

The graphic arts program at the high school will also be

renovated to include an Adobe aligned credential program.

Students will take Visual Design and Foundations of Design and

Print Production.  They will earn professional certificates in

the Adobe Career Suites.  There are many choices for students.

See Exhibit 7.3a

BOARD ACTION TO APPROVE CAPSTONE

COURSES: Christy Hild, assistant superintendent of student services,

requested board approval of a proposal to consider more high

school classes and programs as capstone courses.

Capstone classes at MHS are one component of the Summa Cum

Laude designation for graduates.  Essentially, the criteria for

Summa Cum Laude is students have to take nine of 19 courses or

get straight As in all their coursework and complete nine of the

19 capstone courses.

The board will be asked to vote on re-evaluating the line up of

capstone courses.  Traditionally, capstone courses have been

advanced courses that are the last one or two students take

in a series of courses.

With the expansion and changes of curriculum, a new criteria

needs to be established.  The current list may be designed to

prohibit students from taking courses outside of the capstone list

and therefore limit their experiences and learning.

A process is proposed to open up the opportunity for high school

courses to be considered capstone if they meet rigorous criteria

-Does it require advance study either in professional field or

college trek

-Are at least half of the assessments complex (are students

engaged in rigorous work)

-Does the course contain authentic work or is domain specific

technology



-Does the course require students to participate in content and

experiences that matter beyond MHS

Faculty and students will complete a form that requests a course

be considered as a capstone course.  Those requests will be

reviewed by the Curriculum Coordinating Council and the CCC

will make a recommendation to the board.

Weaver moved, seconded by Overton

to approve the process for expansion of

capstone courses.

Roll call vote as follows:  Kepley, aye; Overton, aye; Braun, aye;

Hedges, aye; Weaver; aye; Larson, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

See Exhibit 7.4a

EXECUTIVE

SESSION: Weaver moved, seconded by Overton to adjourn to

executive session at 8:42 p.m. to:

-discuss matters pertaining to the appointment, employment,

compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific

employees

-discuss matters pertaining to the sale and purchase of property

-evidence or testimony presented in open hearing, or in closed

hearing where specifically authorized by quasi adjudicative body

pursuant to 5 IL CS 120/2 as defined in Act 24-24, provided the

body prepares and makes available for public inspection and

written decision, setting forth is determinative reasoning

Roll call vote as follows:  Overton, aye; Braun, aye;

Hedges, aye; Weaver; Larson, aye; Kepley, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

School Board President Michelle Skinlo declared the motion

passed and the board to be in executive session.

Board members Larson, Kepley, Overton, Skinlo, Braun, Hedges

and Weaver were in attendance.

Also in attendance were Supt. Tim Condron, School District

Attorney Brandon Wright,  Dave Skocy, assistant superintendent

of human resources, Christy Hild, assistant superintendent of

student services, Tom Sherman, business manager, and Dustin



Stoltzfus, district facilities director.

OPEN SESSION Board President Michelle Skinlo declared executive session

closed and open session reconvened at 10:13 p.m.

BOARD ACTION ON ACT 24-24 HEARING TO PROHIBIT AN

INDIVIDUAL’S PRESENCE ON SCHOOL PROPERTY OR AT

SCHOOL EVENTS: Following executive session, the board was requested in open

session to prohibit Josiah Lyons from school property for one

year. Lyons, a former student at Mattoon High School, brought

was responsible for a shooting in September 2017 in the school

cafeteria that injured another student.

Braun moved, seconded by Weaver to prohibit Josiah Lyons from

school property for one year.

Roll call vote as follows:  Kepley, aye; Overton, aye; Braun, aye;

Hedges, aye; Weaver; aye;  Larson, aye; Skinlo, aye.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: Weaver moved seconded by Overton to adjourn at 10:17 p.m.

A voice vote of ayes carried the motion.

Nays, none.  Motion carried.
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