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Dear Dufur School Supporters,

As you have undoubtedly seen in the news, the mask mandate ends at the end of the day on

Friday, March 11. It is now truly a choice as to whether students and staff wear masks while in

school.

Important facts around the mask guidance:

• Masking becomes optional on March 12, but students and staff are still welcome to wear

masks if they choose. They will be supported in the wearing of masks if they choose to

do so.

• The reduction of the requirement is for counties that are in the green or yellow areas of

the current system. If a county goes back into the red, masks may again become

required. Clearly, the OHA and the governor's office are not expecting rates to rise again

or they wouldn't have made this move. Dufur School will continue to work closely with

North Central Public Health in dealing with any issues that may arise.

• Students and staff will still have the option of acquiring a COVID test from the school if
they are symptomatic.

• Optional asymptomatic weekly screening through OHSU for students will continue to be

conducted at school through the end of the year.

• When a person tests positive, they are still required to complete the five-day isolation at

home. Masking will be encouraged days 6-10, but not required.

• It is more important than ever to keep sick kids at home. If your child has primary

symptoms such as cough, fever, chills, loss of taste or smell, shortness of breath, or

difficulty breathing, please keep your child home and seek testing.

• If your child has non-primary symptoms such as sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea,

headache, nasal congestion, or other mild symptoms please keep your child home and

seek testing if symptoms last more than one day.



• We have free at-home tests available for both students and community members at the

front office.

• Masks are still required in areas of the school where healthcare is provided, such as the

isolation area and treatment areas.

Once again, thank you for helping with the ever-changing guidance that we have experienced

over the past two years. Hopefully this is the transition point in COVID becoming just another

virus that we deal with in our schools!

Thank you for your continued support!

Jack Henderson, Superintendent


