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District Mission Statement: 

INSPIRE – UNIFY – ACHIEVE 

 

Please know that we have tried to make any information in this publication as accurate as possible. 

Information changes daily, if not, hourly.  Please don’t hesitate to check out the school’s social media 

presence on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and the school’s website. 

Schools are closed through April 30.   
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DID YOU KNOW: 

The Macedonia United Methodist Church houses a 

clothing pantry as well as a food pantry. Gently used 

clothing is available for adults and children. As the 

weather turns colder, there may be a need in the Riverside 

community for warmer clothing. If you or someone 

you know could benefit from some of the items, please 

call the church at 712-486-2266 and leave a message or 

contact Pastor Mike Stevens at 402-669-3536. 
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If you know of anyone who is in need of any of the following 
items, PLEASE contact the personnel listed below. 

Riverside Class of 2024 

 

Riverside Allergy Awareness   (Mr. Meek) 

There have been some discussions about the expectations of food 

allergies at Riverside Schools.  Here is what we consider when it 

comes to peanut/tree nut allergies. 

 

1. All Riverside kitchens are peanut/tree nut free. 

2. Any snacks sent to classrooms for birthdays, celebrations, 

or other classroom parties should be peanut/tree nut free.  

Any purchased or homemade snack should include the in-

gredient list.  A recipe is OK to send if made at home. 

3. We do allow peanut butter to be brought in a lunch.  We 

ask that students not share/trade lunch items. 

 

If there are any changes to a specific classroom regarding food aller-

gies, parents will be notified in writing. 

BREAKFAST AT SCHOOL 

Parents, did you know that Riverside Community School serves 
breakfast daily?  Every day of the school week, except for weather-
related late starts, can find our cooks in the kitchen busily prepar-
ing breakfast for the students.  Breakfasts include:  a cheese ome-
let with a hash brown potato, pancakes, French toast sticks, yo-
gurt, a sausage/egg sandwich, breakfast pizza, and sausage gravy/
biscuit.  Cereal and long johns are available daily.  Every breakfast 
includes choice of chocolate, white, or strawberry milk and juice. 

 The best part about breakfast is the cost--$1.50--which includes 
the breakfast entrée, milk and juice. If you qualify for reduced 
prices, breakfast is only $.30.  Kids receiving free lunch also quali-
fy for free breakfast. 

A good breakfast gives students the energy to start the day off 
right.  They learn better, behave better, and perform better than 
kids who don’t eat breakfast.  At the elementary school, we aver-
age 60+ students eating breakfast every day.  Breakfast is an im-
portant start to everyone’s day. Give breakfast at school some food 
for thought.  (Submitted by Lori Nisely) 
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At press time, the Riverside Prom is postponed until June 27, 2020, and the 

plans remain unchanged. 

Grand March - 5:30 pm (doors open at 5:15.) - RHS Auditorium.  Admission 

$1.00/person 

Professional Photos immediately after.  Auditorium will be closed to the pub-

lic during this time.  Guests are welcome to stay in commons for family pho-

tos. 

Dinner & Dance 7:00 - 10:15 Carson Community Center 

After Prom:  Amazing Pizza Machine in Omaha 

Updated 4-2-2020 

Riverside Community School District will remain closed through Thursday April 30, 2020 out of 

concern for COVID-19.  

All activities will be cancelled or postponed during the time of the closure. Return date set as Fri-

day May 1, 2020. 
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More “Marshmallow Houses” below: 
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Second graders learned about events on earth occur-

ring quickly and slowly.  One event studied was earth-

quakes.  One day we simulated earthquakes in the class-

room by shaking a desk, recording the strength of the 

"earthquake", and then discussing the data that was collect-

ed from the shaking.  Then, students had to create a one-

story and a two-story house out of toothpicks and marsh-

mallows that would withstand an "earthquake".   Our thanks 

to Barb Hart for the pictures featured on these two pages. 
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Riverside Schools have been closed since March 17, 2020 due to the Corona Virus or CoVid19.  Teachers have used technology to stay connected with 

their students.   We have included some photos of  these activities. 

Students in Mrs. Kallsen’s classes do a GoNoodle every day during class. She sends 

out a GoNoodle to Google Classroom every day for the students to do while they 

are home.  Emma and Livia Gordon doing the GoNoodle while at home.. 
During my time away from my students, I have kept in contact with them through 

Google Classroom, Remind messages to their parents and through email.  I have 

shared card games that incorporate math, Solve Me puzzles, Logic Puzzles, Khan-

academy, as well as their link to their online textbook so they can continue to do prac-

tice problems over the lessons we have already learned. 

Mrs. Henry’s first graders have been connecting on Zoom. We love to chat and 

share some things from our homes!  

Left: Basically my kitchen table has been my work station during this time.  It has 

also served as a place for puzzles and playing cards :).  I have been in contact with 

my students via email and google classroom.  I am posting learning activities for 

them at the beginning of every week.  I am missing my students!!!  I would rather 

be in school!!!  
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Even with the hectic day and the stress of the unknown, 7th 
graders are still doing a great job practicing mural creations 
that communicate Bulldog Power.  

Back to the Capital city! Mr Oliver will again be leading an educational tour to Washington DC. Also, this year he will be taking students and community members to Phil-

adelphia, PA. Some highlights of the trip will be the White House, war memorials, Arlington Cemetery, JFK Performing Arts Center, the Liberty Bell and many more. If 

you are interested, please contact Mr Oliver for more details and pricing.  The tentative dates are March 1-5, 2021. The best way to contact him is via his school email-

 aoliver@riverside.k12.ia.us.   

Korean War Memorial 

Far left:  Arlington 
Cemetery 

Left:  FDR Memorial 
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Mr. Johnson shared some photos of the gymnastics unit for the 

Riverside Elementary Schools.  Be sure to look for other photos in 

this issue. 
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Good day to you Bulldog Nation.   (Nicholas Kroon, 6-12 Principal) 

It is kind of surreal to write this update to you now as we have not had students since March 

16. First of all, I want to say thank you to all of you for attempting to help your students. Hav-

ing been confined to our home with 3 school-aged children, I know first-hand how difficult it 

is to keep children focused on their studies. So thank you and continued blessings on your 

educational endeavors! :) 

Right now, our teachers have been instructed to provide review materials only as we are not 

certified as an eLearning school. eLearning is not an approved source of instruction in Iowa, 

and this method is saved for only a few institutions.  I do believe these things could be chang-

ing, especially if we are required to shut down schools for longer. We will keep you updated 

on these happenings, and on guidance we receive from the Department of Education and 

Governor Reynolds.  Also important to note, that Governor Reynolds has essentially forgiven 

all missed days from March 17-April 10, 2020. We are not expected to make that time up. 

So, tell your students to stay sharp using the review and online resources that their teachers 

have given them. Also, this is a great time for your student to make up any assignments that 

they have not completed. Some students could definitely raise their grade during this time 

with previously incomplete work.  

We meet right now as an admin team once per week, and we have weekly staff meetings via 

zoom. Our teachers also meet separately once per week via zoom in the RCT (Riverside 

Collaborative Teams) team. Their RCT discussions are centered on their Power Standards 

and how to implement them via remote/eLearning if we need to go that route. Our teachers 

are also providing up-to-date resource materials for review. I have been very proud of the 

efforts that our teachers have made to provide material and continue to stay in contact with 

your sons/daughters. They are a great bunch of people and very dedicated and passionate 

about your kids mental health, physical health, and education.  

n a time such as this, I am very thankful for our hard working parents who work in 

healthcare, transportation, industry, agriculture, business, banking, and sanitation. We sur-

vive in this time because of you. If any of you parents work in these areas, thank you so much. 

I appreciate your sacrifice to perform your duties in the face of many obstacles. If you are 

home based right now because of this virus, I am thankful you are healthy and able to assist 

your student with their education. If there is anything we can do for you as a school, please 

reach out. 

I am also very thankful in these times for technology that allows us to educate our students, 

attend church on Sunday, converse with friends, etc. It has been a unique time, but in some 

parts has been a nice respite from normal everyday life. Stay safe everybody, and hopefully 

see you and your kids soon! 

#weRriverside  

Riverside Football held its 2nd Annual 8th Grade Signing Day in March.  

Below are photos from this event. 

Mason 
McCready 

Coach 
Frain 

Ryan 
Conover 

Coach 
Frain 
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We are proud to announce that Oakland Elementary raised $3,683.99 and Carson Elementary raised $3,075.88 for the Ameri-

can Heart Association! Thanks for helping to make a difference! Every gift will support such life-saving efforts such as research, education 

and reaching populations at risk.  

If you want to learn more about the American Heart Association and how you can save lives and be involved visit heart.org. 

Thank you, Mr. Johnson 
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This information was found at the site listed  below: 

https://iowadot.gov/schoolbus/School%20Bus%20Safety%
20Brochure.pdf?ver=2016-03-03-083309-953 

 
Pre-K through 6th grade teachers and students have been using this semester to focus on Individual-

ized Daily Reading (IDR) and conferring.  Students are taught how to choose a "just right book" any-

where they go (library, book store, or their own personal bookshelf)!  After students have made their 

selection of books, they spend time each school day reading the books they have chosen for them-

selves.  During this IDR time, teachers are also actively engaged in two-way conversations with their 

students.  Teachers are visiting with students about their books and checking for understanding.  Per-

haps most importantly, teachers are building a love of reading and personal connections in a one-on-

one setting with each student.  These powerful conversations have made even the most reluctant 

reader excited to share his/ her book with both adults and peers.   

With the closure of school, IDR has become challenging for teachers to do consistently with their 

students.  Luckily, conferring with your child is easy!  Please use these questions as a 'jumping off 

point' to start a conversation about books with your student. 

Fiction: 

1. What was your favorite part of the book (or the part you just read)?  Why? 

2. What challenges did the character face?  Have you faced a similar challenge? 

3. How did the character's feelings change throughout the story? 

4. Does this book remind you of another book you have read? 

5. Why did you choose this book?  

6. Would you recommend this book to a friend?  Who?  Why or why not? 

Nonfiction: 

1. What facts surprised you the most? 

2. Did you have any preconceived ideas that changed after reading this book? 

3. Would you like to read more books about this topic? 

4. Is this book similar to another book you have read?  How?  Which one did you like better?  Why? 

5. What more would you like to know about this topic? 

6.  Where could you look to find more information on this topic?  Does the author use references you 

could look at?  
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Mrs. Griffen asked the 4th graders to send in a picture of themselves to share with the class to promote social togetherness while we are apart . 

Far Left: 

Emma Kroon 

 

Center: 

Graden Keiser 

 

Left: 

Isabelle Cody 

Far Left: 

Nolan Becker 

 

Center: 

Daizy Allen 

 

Left: 

Lexi Myers 

In Kindergarten, students are given the opportunity to write in many different genres. For the past few weeks, students have been writing nonfiction pieces. Students gen-

erated a list of questions they wanted to ask Nurse Nikki and then conducted an interview with her. Students were able to take the information they had learned from her 

and write a nonfiction piece. Thank you Nurse Nikki for sharing your expertise with us! (Pictures and article thanks to Jill Weathers) 
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Riverside Enterprises members ran the concession stand for the Student Appreciation week activi-

ties.  Pictured (l to r) Scotty McGlade, Tyray Sutton, Joe Agosto, Josh Agosto 

Recently, fourteen Riverside students competed in Districts Individual Speech competition at Thom-

as Jefferson High School in Council Bluffs. Five of those students were selected to go on to state! 

Dustin Hering for Prose, Jacob Erickson for Radio News, Hannah Lund for Solo Musical Theatre, 

Stormy Noble for After Dinner, and Kim Smith for After Dinner.  Unfortunately, the state competi-

tion was cancelled due to concerns about the Corona Virus.  The speech coach is Ronda Long-

Birdsall.  We thank the coach for this information and the picture above. 

Meal Distribution Dates: 

Monday, April 13 

Monday, April 20 

Monday, April 27 

The National Honor Society students read to some of the 
elementary students during Read Across America week.  

We thank Mrs. Schwartzkopf for the photos. 
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Riverside Blood Drive  

Thank you to everyone who came and donated blood on March 3rd. We were very excited 

that we were able to collect 44 units of blood. This was the same amount that we collected 

in the fall with 18 first-time donors. 44 of the 52 people that attempted to donate were 

successful. That means that we were able to save 132 lives! Once again, thank you for all of 

you who donated. Every year two seniors receive a scholarship from the Red Cross and the 

amount of the scholarship depends on how many pints we collect. This year Delaney Mur-

phy and Abi Petersen will both receive $750! They would not have been able to reach this 

goal if we did not have the support from the  time to donate. We will be having another 

blood drive August 6th. Please watch the newsletter for the location since it is not set yet.  

Our thanks to the yearbook and Mrs. Schwartzkopf for the photos. 

Mrs. Graves 

Mick Schroder 

Dustin Hering 

Above:  Ben Schroder, Kenna Ford, Delaney Murphy, Abi Petersen, Abigail Brink, and 

Samantha Beireis 
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The Riverside Dance Team held is annual Dance Team Show on March 7.  We thank the yearbook staff for the pictures. 

At Press Time 

 

Riverside Graduation  

Is Still 

Scheduled for 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 

@ 

2pm 

MSHS Gymnasium 

Stay tuned to 

Riverside  social media for the 

 latest updates  

School website, Twitter,  

Riverside Facebook page 
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Kindergarten students have been learning about forces and motion during science. Students were given the task of using a wrecking ball to knock down a wall of cups with-

out knocking the cups into the houses behind them. Students had to work together to determine if they needed to use more or less force to achieve this task. They enjoyed 

working collaboratively with their classmates and performing a hands on science experiment!  We thank Ms. Weathers for the pictures. 
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The Riverside Chapter of the FFA held its second annual awards banquet on March 13, 2020 at Riverside Middle School-High School.  The evening featured a silent auction 

and a meal provided by The Pancake Man.  The awards were presented in the auditorium.  We have included photos from this event. 

Makenna Sick, Rhett Bentley:  FF 

McKenna Sick, Rhett Bentley  Chapter FFA Degrees 

Dustin Hering, Abi Petersen:  FFA Choir 

Katie Messerschmidt:  FFA Band 

Chapter Leadership Award: 

Joel Henningsen 

DeKalb Agricultural Accomplishment Award: 

Caiden Goodman 

Top Junior Member: 

Conner Stevens 

Greenhand FFA Degree 

Aiden Bell, Nathan Messerschmidt, Austyn Fisher, Tyler Reed 
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Ms. Ravlin's Second Grade Class has been busy working on their distance learning. We have been meeting as a class twice a week via zoom to keep in touch with each oth-

er and to get in some extra face to face learning. Other ways students are learning while away from school are learning packets that were sent home and the use of many 

educational websites that they had been introduced to during the school year. Students are even being resourceful and learning in new ways on their own. For example, 

one student is collecting data on how many honks he can get from cars passing by so he can turn that data into a graph. Most students have made a remarkable transition 

from the school classroom into the home classroom. We hope to see them all back in school soon! 

Audry Goffney 
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On Sunday, April 5, Riverside staff members paraded through the communities of Carson, Macedonia, and Oakland to “connect” with their students 
who they have not seen since March 16.  We thank those staff who shared these photos which includes Joni Houser, Tiffany Byers, Tammie Shellberg, 
Joni Gordon, Annie Vorthmann, Brittany Brockman, Karla Keener, Stephanie Brandes, Hillary Shugart. If I have forgotten anyone, please accept my 
apology. 
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