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Friday, October 6, 2017   Cardboard Challenge  Chautauqua Park (rain location Jr.-Sr. High School Commons) 

Friday, October 20, 2017   End of the First Quarter 

Tuesday, October 23rd  and Thursday, October 26th early dismissal @ 2:30 PM  Parent– Teacher Conferences  4 PM to 8 PM 

NO SCHOOL, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27th 

Queen and King 
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Riverside Allergy Awareness   (Mr. Meek and Mrs. Palmer) 

There have been some discussions about the expectations of food aller-

gies at Riverside Schools.  Here is what we consider when it comes to 

peanut/tree nut allergies. 

 

1. All Riverside kitchens are peanut/tree nut free. 

2. Any snacks sent to classrooms for birthdays, celebrations, or 

other classroom parties should be peanut/tree nut free.  Any 

purchased or homemade snack should include the ingredient 

list.  A recipe is OK to send if made at home. 

3. We do allow peanut butter to be brought in a lunch.  We ask 

that students not share/trade lunch items. 

 

If there are any changes to a specific classroom regarding food aller-

gies, parents will be notified in writing. 
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The Class of 2024 received a grant to help students in need so 

if you or someone you know needs any of the following: 

 Backpack Program (Jana Hensley) 

Riverside Elementary and Intermediate School 

students have the opportunity to participate in the 

backpack program again this school year. The 

backpack program is designed to provide food for 

hungry children at times when other resources are 

not available, such as during weekends and school 

vacations.  

Food Bank for the Heartland supplies packs filled 

with nutritious food for children to take home on 

Friday afternoons. Each pack provides two break-

fast meals and two lunch or dinner meals. If you 

would like your child/children to participate, please 

call Jana Hensley at 484-2291 or email me at jhens-

ley@riverside.k12.ia.us. Thank you!  

Reminder: 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

OCTOBER 23 AND OCTOBER 26 

4 PM TO 8 PM EACH EVENING 

4th Grade Science 

Homecoming Spirit 
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Charles Pigneri Sports Complex Dedicated 

Riverside’s new sports was dedicated on Friday, September 8th.  The evening kicked off with a soup supper in the commons of the jr.-sr. high school.  Dr. and Mrs. Pigneri 

cut the ribbon to officially open the sports complex.  During half-time of the football game, Dr. Pigneri was presented a plaque commemorating the event.   The Riverside 

communities thank the Pigneri family for their  continual support of the schools in the district.  Below left:  Ribbon cutting;  below right:  Dr. Pigneri Family 
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Mark Your Calendars: 

The FFA Fruit Sales Are BACK! 

Sale Dates: 

October 2-November 6 

Est. Delivery Date: December 4 

Fruit, Meat, Cheese, Candy 

View Complete Brochures @ www.4sns.com 

FFA Homecoming Float 

RCC and PreK   

Peter Pan Pirates 
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Students Plant Trees (Mandie Reynolds) 

On Wednesday, September 20th, the Riverside Jr./Sr. High students planted trees around the campus.  It was a huge project, and the students did a great job helping 

out!  We had many community volunteers who helped to organize, manage, and carry out the project.  A big thank you to Brad Wax who organized a big part of the 

day!  Thanks also to local businesses and community members who donated the use of skid loaders, operated them, and also came to help throughout the day.  We greatly 

appreciates everyone’s effort.  The trees look great.  Pictures are featured on pages 6 and 7. 
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From The Counselor’s Office 

Riverside Students Attend College Fair (Haley Faga) 

On September 19th,  the  junior class along with some of 

the seniors attended the Atlantic College Fair. There 

were around 65 organizations represented which included  

two-year and four-year colleges, trade schools,  and differ-

ent branches of the military. Riverside juniors have been 

going to this College Fair for the past 7 years. For many 

of the juniors, this is the first chance they have had to 

meet with college representatives and get a feel for what 

they might want to do after high school graduation.  

(Photos submitted through yearbook staff) 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

October 23 and October 26 

4 PM to 8 PM 

NO SCHOOL  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27th. 
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Riverside Elementary News 

HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND  

FALL CALENDAR 

Friday, Oct.6           Football vs Martensdale-St. Mary’s                              6:15 PM 

Saturday, Oct. 7        Loess Hills Fieldfest @ Glenwood                               All Day 

Saturday, Oct. 14       State Marching Band Contest @ Glenwood           Morning 

Kindergarten Has Special Visitor (Rachel Pickle) 

Kindergartners got a visit from Chris Clover earlier this month.  He 

told us about a wonderful book program that he is starting called East 

Pottawattamie Plants & Pillars.  Kindergartners are challenged to 

read for 60 minutes a week at home.  Chris Clover also presented 

each student with a book to kick start their adventure in read-

ing!  Thank you Chris Clover and the Iowa State Extension office! 

Jana Hensley photo 
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September Top Dawgs 

Each month the staff of Riverside Jr.-Sr. High School chooses 3 students for their 

positive contributions to Riverside by being respectful and responsible leaders.  

The September Top Dawgs are Jill Blakely, Mick Clevenger, and Alex Weis. 

Jill is known as a dedicated student who works very hard. She is a positive young 

lady who willingly helps others with a big smile.  Mick is a great leader who is 

friendly, positive young man who works well with others and, he, too, always has a 

smile.  Alex is a good student who is very caring.  He is friendly and also musically 

talented.  Each student receives preferred parking all month, first in the lunch line, 

2% extra credit in a class, and a $1 a la carte ticket.  Congratulations! 

Friday, October 6, 2017   Cardboard Challenge  Chautauqua Park 

(rain location Jr.-Sr. High School Commons) 

Friday, October 20, 2017   End of the First Quarter 

Tuesday, October 23rd  and Thursday, October 26th early dismissal 

@ 2:30 PM   

Parent– Teacher Conferences  4 PM to 8 PM 

NO SCHOOL, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27th 
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Welcome Nick Bates as our new Transportation 

Director 

Nick Bates is a 1998 graduate of the Riverside Communi-

ty School.  Nick has a daughter, Jayden, which is in the 

5th grade.  Nick enjoys taking his daughter to all activi-

ties, and when he is not busy with that, he farms with his 

dad. 

Nick Bates is Vice President of the Pott. Co Fair Board 

which requires tremendous amount of time, energy and 

patience. 

Not only does Nick have our buses and vehicles to work 

on, but he also shares his time with AHSTW transporta-

tion. (Michelle Faxon) 

2017 Great Western Teacher of the Year 

Tiffany Schutt  was voted the 2017  Great Western Teacher of the year by 

her peers.  She received an award from Great Western bank as well as a nice 

array of other gifts.  As a side note, Lynelle Jeppesen (above left) is Tiffany’s 

high school classmate. 

Tiffany grew up in Oakland and graduated from Riverside in 1998.  She con-

tinued her education at Dana College in Blair, Nebraska where in 2002 she 

received her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education with an emphasis in 

English. 

This year begins Tiffany’s 16th year of teaching.  She has taught in both the 

Council Bluffs and Riverside districts.  Tiffany has taught everything from high 

school Spanish to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades.  Currently, she is a member of the 

Riverside Elementary Leadership Team. 

Tiffany lives in Avoca with her son, Lane, Riverside 4th grader, and her daugh-

ter Julienne, a Riverside 3rd grader.  She is engaged to Derrick Byers.  They 

plan to marry in September, 2018. 

In her free time, Tiffany enjoys taking her kids to practices and attending 

their school and sports events.  She enjoys spending time with her family and 

is looking forward to planning her wedding. 

Congratulations, Tiffany!! 

Riverside Grad Receives Award 

Donell Kvaal was recently inducted into the 

Central College Athletics Hall of Honor for 

her outstanding performance in softball.   

While attending Central College in Pella, 

Iowa, Donell earned the 2000 NFCA Divi-

sion III player of the year.  She was also 

named the Honda Award as the Division III 

top player. During her career at Central, 

she posted a batting average of .367 and 

ranks 7th in this category.  Donell continues 

to hold several records at Central including 

3rd in career hits and 3rd in career at-bats.  

Donell is pictured at the right with her hus-

band Jake and her children Casey and 

Courtney.  Congratulations, Donell. (photo 

by Vicki Kvaal)   

Information for this article came from the 

Central College Athletics web page. 

Homecoming Court introduced at the football game:  (left to right)  Ethan Henderson, 

Sara Conway, Andy Casson, Sydney Murphy, Bailey Vanatta, Jacey Kallsen, Collin 

Price, Devyn Moore, King Mick Clevenger, and Queen Elayna Eggers 

Let’s Go Dawgs! 
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Let’s Go To The Movies 

Oct. 6,7,8    It     Rated: R  2 hrs. 15 mins. 

Oct. 13, 14, 15   Lego Ninjago Movie  Rated: PG  1 hr.  41 mins. 

Oct. 20, 21, 22   Flatliners   Rated:  PG-13  1 hr. 48 mins. 

Oct. 27, 28, 29   The Mountain Between Us Rated:  PG-13  1 hr. 51 mins. 

  

  

  

Puppy Pep Squad Camp participants (Karla Keener) 

The intermediate band plays at 

their Homecoming pep rally. 
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GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!           GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!        GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS! 

Elementary and Intermediate News  (Jamie Meek, Pk-6 principal) 

Well, we are officially 6 weeks into school!  It is hard to believe that it has 

gone by so fast.  The end of the first quarter is right around the corner and 

Parent-Teacher Conferences are soon.  If you are having questions or con-

cerns about what is going on in your child’s classroom don’t wait until 

October 23 or October 26, conference nights, to have conversations with 

your child’s teacher. 

 

At both the elementary and intermediate schools we are in full swing of the 

state-mandated reading assessments.  As a grade level finishes their as-

sessment, the teachers meet to look at that data and help decide which 

students need a little extra help in reading until the next screening period 

in January.  Both schools have been working hard and teachers went to 

some trainings over the summer and will get some more training during 

this school year to provide more targeted reading instruction for strug-

gling readers.  Teachers have put in extra work to make sure that a strug-

gling reader gets what he or she needs to be successful.  We are also 

working hard this year to implement our new math curriculum, Investiga-

tions Math, in grades K-5th grade. 

 

The intermediate school in Carson has had a strong start with our new 

Chromebooks.  Students are using them a great deal during the day for a 

variety of reasons.  As I walk around, I am seeing some great things being 

created, researched, and read about by using this great technology.  Take 

some time and ask your child how they use their Chromebook.  Most of 

them use the computers for many things during the day. 

 

I cannot stress enough that having open and honest communication is 

vital to the success of your child in school.  Teachers, paraeducators, and 

I want both you and your child’s experience to be a positive and success-

ful one.  It is important to talk with any member of our school when an 

issue comes up.  Be open with problems that your child is having at 

school, even if your child asks you not to talk to the school.  Send emails 

or make phone calls so that everyone who is in contact with your child is 

on the same page.  We want everyone in the community including families, 

students, and staff to have the best Riverside experience that they can!  

5th graders make their own island 

during social studies class. (Tami 

Skank photos) 

5thGrade Field Trip (photos submitted by Tami Skank) 

On Friday, September 8th, the fifth grade class went to Carstens Farm for a field trip!  Students learned how kids would have lived in our area over 100 years ago.   

Activities included making butter and rope, playing games, and many other hands-on activities!   
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Homecoming at the Intermediate School 

Pep Rally at Intermediate School 

6th Grade 

The Band 

4th Grade 
Staff on College Day 

College Day 

5th Grade 

Left:  Tori Thomas wrote 

the winning essay in the 

Homecoming essay con-

test.  Congrats, Tori! 
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Mrs. Alison Henry’s Class learn about making observations . . .outside!

(photo by A. Henry) 

Above:  Both these photos show some 2nd graders playing math 

money games that accompanies the new math series. (photos by 

Julie Ravlin) 

Above:  Preschoolers at play (photo by Lindsey Henderson) 

Above and right:  Puppy Pep Squad performs at half-time 

of the homecoming football game. (photos by Jen Perkins) 
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Elementary Homecoming 

Left:  Riverside Elementary Staff shows off 

their favorite college gear during homecoming 

week (photo submitted by Lindsey Henderson) 

1st Graders are Incredible! Fee Fi Fo Fum  Here comes the Riverside 

Kindergarteners! 

Far left:  2nd graders show 

their pride for Riverside. 

 

Left:  3rd graders represent 

Bulldogs, Inc. . They are going 

to scare their way to a victory! 

 

 

Far left and left: 

Riverside Cheerleaders, Bruis-

er and Football players at the 

Elementary Pep Rally. 
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Bulldog Enterprises  Back to Work 
(Angie Thomas) 

Bulldog Enterprises is hard at it again this 

year! One task we work on is recycling. 

There is a blue recycling bin in the parking 

lot of the jr.-sr. High school.  Cardboard-

flattened, plastic-no sacks please, and paper 

are acceptable. This bin is available to the 

public and we encourage the Riverside Com-

munity to help us fill it up! If you come to 

use the bin and it happens to be full, we 

apologize. Give us a call at 712-482-6464 and 

we will arrange for it to be emptied. Thank 

you for supporting our efforts to make the 

best use of our resources 

 The Gute News (David Gute, 7-12 principal) 

It has been an extremely fast start to the school year.  We have had several guest speakers in this fall to support our new Bulldog Pride initiative.  They have been visiting 

with students about respect, anti-bullying, and the importance of making good choices.  The students and staff both have really enjoyed the shared messages. 

The Riverside Jr.-Sr. High School will continue to support our students’ development of good character with our Bulldog Pride initiative.  We had two assemblies in Sep-

tember supporting our students in making good choices both in and outside of school.  Many different topics have been covered, but ultimately it is up to the individual 

student to make the right choice.  We will have another assembly on Tuesday, October 24th.  

Parent-Teacher conferences are quickly approaching.  I would like to encourage all parents in every building to come in and visit with your student’s teachers.  I know we 

struggle to get parent participation at the high school level.  I feel it is very important to understand what is the  curriculum that children are learning and how your individ-

ual child is progressing toward what the teacher is trying to get them to learn.  There are many other great conversations that can also take place during this time.  I think 

it is extremely important to hear the school’s perspective on issues in addition to the student’s perspective.  This is an opportunity for you to get the school’s side of the 

story.  Please attend Parent Teacher Conferences if you are able on Monday, October 23rd and Thursday, October 26th from 4:00 – 8:00 P.M.  Schools will be dismissed at 

2:30 PM on these days.   Reminder that there is no school on Friday, October 27th.   

Every year we are required to do Professional Development (PD) as required by the State of Iowa Board of Educational Examiners.  This is done during our Wednesday’s 

early release time from 2:30pm to 4:30pm.  We have many different initiatives we work on during this time.  Some of those include:  the implementation of standards-

driven curriculum (Iowa Core Curriculum), Inquiry-Based Instruction, Technology training, Bulldog Pride (Anti-Bullying), A.L.I.C.E. (active shooter training), etc. These are 

important dates to the school district to improve instruction and professional practices of the school district.  We appreciate your understanding of our PD dates. 

 Fall sports are about halfway through their seasons, and we’ve seen some great wins this fall!  Our marching band is gearing up for competitions, and the vocal music de-

partment is planning a fall musical.  Our student sections at games are extremely supportive, and school pride has been outstanding.  We’re happy that so many students 

are active, involved, and positive in our district! 

 

PROM  

Fundraiser 

 

 

The Puffin Fundraiser will Be 

November 1 thru  November 16 

Look for more details next month 

THE BAND 

THE CHOIR 

Friday, October 6, 2017   Cardboard Challenge  Chautauqua Park (rain location Jr.-Sr. High School Commons) 

Friday, October 20, 2017   End of the First Quarter 

Tuesday, October 23rd  and Thursday, October 26th early dismissal @ 2:30 PM  Parent– Teacher Conferences  4 PM to 8 PM 

NO SCHOOL, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27th 
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The Riverside Vocal Department 

“Tales of Terror from NighTmare high school” 

November 3rd and 4th  

7 PM  Each Evening 

Jr.-Sr. High School Auditorium 

The 2018 Yearbook Staff will be selling advertisements 

from October 9 through October 20. 

The Riverside communities have been very supportive 

of yearbook staffs in the past.  We hope to continue this 

partnership continues.   Look for these girls who are 

pictured at the left to be visiting you soon. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

2018  Yearbook Staff 

Above:  PE Class at Riverside Elementary.   Working on some cardio and strengthening exer-

cise.  Brock Johnson is the teacher. 

Above:  Mattie Haines receives a certificate from Bruiser for being the 

winner of the coloring contest.  Her entry was the cover of the football 

program for the Homecoming game. 
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 Once Upon a Homecoming 2017  (Callie Kallsen) 

Riverside Homecoming was held the week of September 17th-23rd. We started the week with a 7-12 Powder Puff Volleyball Tournament on Sunday the 17th.   Our dress 

up days started off with Monsters University Monday with staff and students sporting college gear. Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum Tuesday found staff and students twin-

ning or dressed as Disney groups- the students really showed creativity with their outfits. Yee-Haw!! Cowgirls and Cowboys could be found in the halls of RHS on Woody’s 

Round-Up Wednesday.  On Wednesday night, the 2017 Homecoming King and Queen were crowned. Congratulations to Queen Elayna Eggers and King Mick Clevenger! 

Following coronation the football team held their annual jersey auction in the gym. Aloha- Ohana means Thursday; students were decked out in Hawaiian wear. On Thurs-

day the Cross Country team traveled to Audubon and the Lady Dawgs played at home. . Bulldog Spirit Friday was jam-packed with pep rallies, the parade, and football 

against Southeast Warren. Saturday night our Riverside High School students danced the night away at the Oakland Community Building. A special thank you to Pastor 

Mark MacWhorter of the Oakland Christian Church for donating the balloon arch for the Homecoming Dance, the convertible drivers and local businesses at the Home-

coming Parade, and Riverside Staff, Students, and Community who helped to make the 2017 Riverside Homecoming a success.  

Some powder puff Volleyball 

& 

Dress up Day outfits 
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2017 Homecoming Court  Row 1: Lyndsie Gann, Queen Elayna Eggers, King Mick Clevenger, 

Kasper Rieken  Row 2:  Sydney Murphy, Devyn Moore, Jacey Kallsen, Sara Conway, Ethan 

Henderson, Collin Price, Bailey Vanatta, Andy Casson 

Grand Marshalls 

Kathy and Donnie Hendricks 

Freshmen Float 

Wreck It Ralph   7th Grade 

8th Grade 

Andy and Sydney 

Collin and Devyn 
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Junior 

High  

Football 

In  

Action! 
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Junior Cross Country competes at Avoca. 

Above and left:  Junior High Volleyball Girls 
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More Homecoming 

Far Right:  “Up” with 

the Sophomores! 

 

Right:  Juniors ride the 

wave on their float. 

Just keep winning 

with the senior 

The Dance 
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PARTING SHOTS   We thank everyone who contributed to this issue.  A special thanks to the yearbook staff and Callie Kallsen for getting us pictures 

AND anyone else we forgot. 

Getting to know our Chromebooks 

4th Grade has lunch in the courtyard at the 

Intermediate School 

Senior Moms 
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