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THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018   LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2018   BLOOD DRIVE @ JR.-SR. HIGH SCHOOL 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2018  END OF THE 3RD QUARTER 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2018  DANCE TEAM SHOW @ 7 PM @ JR.-SR. HIGH SCHOOL GYM 

MONDAY, MARCH 12 AND THURSDAY, MARCH 15  PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  4-8 PM EACH DAY 

THE WEEK OF MARCH 19, 2018    IOWA ASSSESSMENT TESTING  

MARCH 29, MARCH 30, APRIL 2   NO SCHOOL 

Johannsen photo 

L.Henderson photo Weathers photo 

#HeartofHazel 
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Riverside Allergy Awareness   (Mr. Meek and Mrs. Palmer) 

There have been some discussions about the expectations of food aller-

gies at Riverside Schools.  Here is what we consider when it comes to 

peanut/tree nut allergies. 

 

1. All Riverside kitchens are peanut/tree nut free. 

2. Any snacks sent to classrooms for birthdays, celebrations, or 

other classroom parties should be peanut/tree nut free.  Any 

purchased or homemade snack should include the ingredient 

list.  A recipe is OK to send if made at home. 

3. We do allow peanut butter to be brought in a lunch.  We ask 

that students not share/trade lunch items. 

 

If there are any changes to a specific classroom regarding food aller-

gies, parents will be notified in writing. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The Macedonia United Methodist Church 

houses a clothing pantry as well as a food pan-

try. Gently-used clothing is available for adults 

and  children.  As the weather turns colder, 

there may be a need in the Riverside communi-

ty for warmer clothing.  If you or someone you 

know could benefit from some of the items, 

please call the church at 712-486-2266 and 

leave a message or you may contact Pastor 

Mike Stevens at 402-669-3536. 
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The Class of 2024 received a grant to help students in need so 

if you or someone you know needs any of the following: 

Parents of 6th and 11th Grade Students 

Get ready for 2018-19.  Students entering the 7th and 12th grades are 

required to have immunizations to start school.  There is no grace peri-

od for these boosters; they must be completed before the 1st day of at-

tendance for the ’18-’19 school year. 

1. Students entering 7th grade and above must have a 1 

time dose of tetanus/diphtheria/acellular pertussis-

containing vaccine (Tdap), if born after September 15, 

2000; regardless of the interval since the last tetanus/

diphtheria-containing vaccine. 

2. Students entering 7th grade and above must have 1 

dose of meningococcal if born after September 15, 

2004;  and 2 doses of meningococcal vaccines for the 

applicant in 12th grade, if born after September 15, 

1999;  or 1 dose if received when the applicant is 16 

years of age or older. 

 

Interpretation:  Incoming 7th graders need a Tdap and a meningitis shot.  

Incoming 12th graders need a meningitis shot, if they had the meningitis 

vaccine before 16 years of age they need a booster! 

 

We request these be completed and to Mrs. Palmer by May 22, 2018 for 

records to be updated and no interruption to a student’s education.  If 

you have any questions contact Vicki Palmer RN at one of the schools or 

by email vpalmer@riverside.k12.ia.us 
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2nd Quarter Honor Roll * 

  Gold Honor Roll    Silver Honor Roll    Honor Roll  

      7th Grade        7th Grade         7th Grade 

  Veronica Andrusyshyn   Cassidy Feigenbutz     Austyn Fisher 

  Lian Antunez    Stormy Noble     Braydon Hill 

  Madison Baldwin    Ayden Salais     Keaton Perkins 

  Pierce Johnson    Teegan Schechinger    Tyler Reed 

  Lili McCready       8th Grade     Brant Spies 

  Kiara Meek    Isabelle Bluml     Justin Wilson 

  Mackenzie Olmstead-Mitchell  Jace Rose      Macy Woods 

  Cole Simmons          8th Grade 

  Kimberly Smith          Michael Casson 

  8th Grade          Josh Fajen 

  Cale Bentley          Frannee Maher 

  Kelly Clevenger          Nathan Seifert 

  Makenna Rose          Clayton Spies 

  McCartney Sanny 

  McKenna Sick  

 

*A computer error caused omissions from the original Junior High Honor Rolls.  We apologize for the error and have reprinted the corrected versions.  

February Top Dawgs (Holly Garcia) 

Top Dawgs for the month of February are Bailey Holub, Ripley Meek, and Han-

nah Millett.  These students are chosen by the faculty and staff. 

“Bailey is one of the hardest working students,” one staff member states.  Bailey 

easily engages in class discussion.  She is resilient and always has a positive out-

look and she is kind to all. 

Ripley is also known for his kindness as well as being courteous and polite.  Rip-

ley has the ability to always make people smile.  He, too, easily participates in 

class discussions. 

Hannah is willing to work with others and is a cooperative member of her clas-

ses.  She is kind and considerate to all.   Hannah always works to do her best. 

 Congratulations, kids! 

Top Dawgs receive preferred parking all month, first in the lunch line all month, 

2% extra credit in a class, and a $1.00 a la carte ticket. 

Photo: Elayna Eggers 

Hannah Millett 

Ripley Meek 

Bailey Holub 

Basketball cheerleaders Lydia Wede and Briteny Gordon at 

Coaches v. Cancer game.  (photo by Karla Keener) 
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Junior High 1st Semester Honor Roll 

  Gold Honor Roll    Silver Honor Roll   Honor Roll 

     7th Grade       7th Grade       7th Grade 

  Veronica Andrusyshyn   Cassidy Feigenbutz   Bowe Branan 

  Lian Antunez    Braydon Hill    Tayleigh DeGroat 

  Madison Baldwin    Pierce Johnson    Jack Eggers 

  Lili McCready    Stormy Noble    Jacob Ladd 

  Kiara Meek       8th Grade    Paige Long 

  Mackenzie Olmstead-Mitchell  Isabelle Bluml    Nathaniel Messerschmidt 

  Teegan Schechinger   Kelly Clevenger    Keaton Perkins 

  Kimberly Smith    MaKenna Rose    Tyler Reed 

     8th Grade         Ayden Salais 

  Cale Bentley         Brant Spies 

  Hannah Lund         Justin Wilson 

  McCartney Sanny           8th Grade 

  McKenna Sick         Michael Casson 

            Joshua Fajen 

            Frannee Maher     

               Jace Rose 

            Nathan Seifert 

            Clayton Spies 

Riverside FFA Chapter Members Visit Des Moines (Tyler Johannsen) 

Five members of the Riverside FFA and their sponsor attended the annual legislative and FFA day in Des Moines.  We have included the press release that shares some of 

the activities during that day. Mr. Johannsen supplied the photos. 

Above  Row 1:  Katie Messerschmidt, Caiden Goodman, Skylar Wil-

son.  Row 2:  Joel Henningsen, Taten Williams 

Far left: one of the speakers 

Left:  Katie Messerschmidt, Skylar Wilson, Joel Henningsen, Taten 

Williams, Caiden Goodman (left to right) 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
Jr.-Sr. High School Students 

Deadline is March 30, 2018 

Please Note:  Local Scholarships will open on March 1, 2018 

 March 6  Riverside Pops Concert @ Jr.-Sr. High School @ 7 PM 

DANCE TEAM SHOW MARCH 10, 2018 

Parent-Teacher Conferences are March 12 and March 15    

 NO SCHOOL MARCH 16 

Iowa Assessments will be given district-wide during the week of 

March 19, 2018 
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 THE ART DEPARTMENT NEEDS OUR HELP! 

IN ANTICIPATION OF AN ELEMENTARY ART LESSON FOR 

THE 4TH QUARTER 

THE ART DEPARTMENT WOULD LIKE  

EMPTY, CLEAN BABY FOOD, JELLY, OR PICKLE JARS 

IF AT ALL POSSIBLE PLEASE REMOVE THE LABELS 

CONTACT KIM PIRO, ART TEACHER AT HIGH SCHOOL 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE! 

Art Students creating with wire 
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Riverside Elementary News 

4th Grade News (Michelle Griffen) 

4th grade competed against 37 other classes in the week-long Green Hills AEA District SumDog Math Contest on February 2nd. There were a total of 816 students in the 

competition. Each student was challenged to correctly answer 1,000 math questions. The Riverside 4th grade came in 4th place overall.  The 4th grade was also the top 

daily winner on Thursday, February 8th. Three students placed in the top ten.  Bentley Rone placed 5th.  Aaron Smith-Haven placed 7th.  Danika Feigenbutz placed 9th.   

Above:  Top Ten Finishers—Bentley Rone, Aaron Smith-

Haven, Danika Feigenbutz (left to right) 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL POWER PUPS 

 Power Pups (left to right):  Laney Rice, Emma Gordon, Wyatt Bell, Ryan Conover, Bella Gute, and Keaton 

Rieken.  Congrats, kids! 

Above:  Mrs. Skank on the 100th day of school . . . 

Thank you for all your photos, Mrs. S.! 
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Above:  Student who completed Mr. Stewart’s exercise challenge for the 100th Day of School show off their certificates. (photo by Tami Skank) 

Far left and left: 

4th Graders rocking their red for 

#heart for Hazel and learning about 

tuning forks. 

(photos by Tami Skank) 

6th Grade Engineering Studies Continue (Susan Berndt) 

Last month, we featured pictures of the 6th grade’s recreation of 

the bridges of the Inca Empire.  They continued their studies to 

create additional items from the Incas. 

Students were given the task to design/engineer a colcas (storage 

units), a tampus (hotels by the roadside), or water canals using the 

3D programing website Tinkercad. After designing one of the Inca 

engineering feat of their choice on Tinkercad, students were able to 

print their item using a 3D printer from GHAEA. 

 Students greatly enjoyed the learning from the unit as well as the 

hands-on application!  

3rd Quarter Ends March 9, 2018 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 4-8 PM on 

March 12 and March 15 

NO SCHOOL  MARCH 16 
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Practicing Interviewing Skills 
(Larissa Potter) 

Four members of Mrs. Potter's 

5th grade writing class inter-

viewed their Superintendent Dr. 

Mitchell and Principal Mr. Meek. 

As a whole, the 5th grade class 

decided on ten questions for the 

interviewers to ask the two ad-

ministrators. They decided it 

would be best to ask fun ques-

tions that no one else knew about 

the two. Four students were se-

lected at random to interview 

the administrators. All four stu-

dents did an excellent job inter-

viewing Dr. Mitchell and Mr. 

Meek. Both administrators com-

mented on how polite and profes-

sional the students were during 

the interview. The questions and 

answers will also be displayed in 

the 2017-2018 yearbook for the 

Riverside Intermediate School in 

a section titled, "Meet Our Ad-

ministrators."  (photos submitted 

by Tami Skank) 

Questions Asked of Dr. Mitchell Questions Asked of Mr. Meek  

 

DON’T 

FORGET 

THE BLOOD DRIVE 

MARCH 8, 2018 

8 AM to 2 PM 

@  

JR.-SR. HIGH SCHOOL 
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ON SALE NOW: 

Riverside  

Elementary & Intermediate Yearbooks  

Order Online 

@  YBPAY.LIFETOUCH.COM 

Enter Code:  13204218 

Or 

You may purchase them at your school 

Cost:  $20 

Riverside SCHOOLS PARTICIPATED IN NATIONAL MATH PROGRAM 

 

The Grenville M. Dodge Chapter of the Iowa Engineering Society announces the 36th 

Annual Regional MATHCOUNTS program was held Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at the 

Boys & Girls Club in Council Bluffs.  Approximately 120 students from fifteen schools 

participated in the program. 

Riverside Intermediate students participating in the event were: 

Anthony Bernard    Charles Klemmensen Kyler Rieken 

Andy Chatterton     Jay Klemmensen  Abe Schechinger 

Riverside Junior High students participating were: 

Madison Baldwin Landon Joneson Nolan Moore    Cole Simmons    

Cale Bentley          Kiara Meek Ayden Salais     Clayton Spies 

The students were coached by Bonnie Kramer and Joni Houser. 

Members of the Grenville M. Dodge Chapter of the National Society of Professional 

Engineers provide leadership of the local MATHCOUNTS program with assistance 

from Iowa Western Community College and Area Education Agencies. 

National MATHCOUNTS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization, funding for MATH-

COUNTS comes primarily from its National Sponsors; Raytheon Company, Northrop 

Grumman Foundation, National Society of Professional Engineers, CNA Foundation, 

ConocoPhillips, General Motors Foundation, Lockheed Martin, 3M Foundation and 

Texas Instruments Incorporated.  MATHCOUNTS was founded by the National Socie-

ty of Professional Engineers, CNA Foundation and the National Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics. 

 

3rd Quarter Ends March 9, 2018 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 4-8 PM on 

March 12 and March 15 

Winter Sports Banquet  March 13 @ Jr.-Sr. High School 5:30 to 6:30 PM 

NO SCHOOL  MARCH 16 
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And They’re Off (Rachel Gunderson) 

Kindergarten is off to the races!  Our job was to design and conduct an experiment to see what we needed to change to make our object go the furthest distance. It was our 

kinder's responsibility to plan an investigation and decide which variables to change.  Between the squeals, laughter and engagement, Mrs. Gunderson's kindergartners took 

ownership of their learning.  It was very exciting to reflect back and share our learning about motion and forces.  Thank you to the supportive Riverside teachers for letting 

us borrow their tools to make this possible!  See our pictures below. 

Preschoolers Visit The Grandparents (Lindsey Henderson) 

On Tuesday, February 13th, Mrs. Henderson's Preschool class took a short bus ride to the 

Oakland Senior Center to visit with their "grandmas and grandpas".  This was the third time 

the class spent the morning with these seniors, the first two times happening at Halloween 

and Thanksgiving.  Each time they get together, games are played, crafts are made, fun is had, 

and memories created.   

Mrs. Henderson began the day by reading the book, Love Monster, to the group.  Then each 

preschooler teamed up with a grandma or grandpa to make a special Love Monster togeth-

er.  The preschoolers presented the finished product to their partner as a Valentine 

gift.  Next, the pairs rotated around to a number of games including heart memory, pin the 

lips on the girl, and trying out different ways of moving (zombie walk, skipping, move like an 

elephant).  After all this hard work, it was time for a pizza lunch with brownie bites as des-

sert.  The preschoolers sang a few of their winter songs and, finally, serenaded the seniors 

with the song "You Are My Valentine", taught to them by Mrs. Kramer.  Both the preschool-

ers and seniors look forward to the next time they can get together.  Everyone has such a 

great time together.  Thank you to Debbie Kester and all the Grandmas and Grandpas!  

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018   LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2018   BLOOD DRIVE @ JR.-SR. HIGH SCHOOL 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2018  END OF THE 3RD QUARTER 

MONDAY, MARCH 12 AND THURSDAY, MARCH 15  PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  4-8 PM EACH DAY 

THE WEEK OF MARCH 19, 2018    IOWA ASSSESSMENT TESTING  

MARCH 29, MARCH 30, APRIL 2,  NO SCHOOL 
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Breakfast Rocks at Riverside Elementary 

Riverside Elementary, we serve a great breakfast to start the kids off on the right foot.  Sue Irvin, our cook, makes a delicious breakfast every morning.  

Some of the choices are:  cheese omelet, French toast sticks, egg & sausage sandwich, long john & hash brown, sausage gravy & biscuits and three kinds of 

cereal. The entrée also comes with fruit or juice and milk. 

Breakfast is a pretty good bargain, too.  Full price breakfast costs $1.50.  If you qualify for reduced prices, the cost is only $.30.  If you have qualified for free 

lunch, your child receives their breakfast at no cost to you. 

Starting the day off with a healthy, nutritious breakfast can only make it easier for your child to stay focused and on task.  Hungry tummies make for a long 

morning until lunchtime.  No notice is needed even if your child has not been eating breakfast at school.   

So, if your house is ever a little crazy and you’re running late in the morning, give breakfast at school some thought.   

Global Day of Play (Alison Henry) 

First grade participated in the Global Day of Play on February 7th. Mrs. A. Henry's room had 

sensory items, Ms. Schutt's room had manipulatives, and Mrs. C. Henry's room had board 

games. The day was created to give kids 'unstructured' play time with NO technology, i.e. 

batteries, screens, etc. 

Above:  Jump Rope For Heart.  Brock Johnson, PE Teacher oversees this program each year.  We thank him for these photos. 

Mrs. Ravlin’s Class Mrs. Perkins’ Class 



 14 

Above:  It was Mr. White’s Birthday and his bus kids surprised him with a card and a song! 

Gabe Smith picks up his 100th win this season. 

(Photo by Tina Cater) 

Riverside Jazz Choir (Abi Petersen, photos by Leslie Amdor) 

Riverside Jazz Choir performs at the Jazz Choir Festival and scores a I rating.  The competition had been post-

poned twice before the choir was able to perform.  “While we were performing you could feel the fun energy we 

had,” said Abi Petersen.   

Riverside Jazz Choir 
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Gute News (David Gute, 7-12 Principal) 

Winter activities/sports have ended, and spring practices and competitions will soon 

be starting. Spring is one of the busiest seasons given the number of activities going 

on, and we encourage as many students as possible to be actively participating. 

During the week March 19th – 23rd, Riverside will be conducting Iowa Assessment 

Testing.  This is the former Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) and Iowa Tests of Educa-

tional Development (ITED).  It is a standardized test that is given annually to get a 

snapshot of the individual students’ and district’s progress toward meeting goals 

that we set at the beginning of the school year.  It is important for your student to 

try his/her best on the test so we can try and get an idea of their progress over the 

last school year.  Please make sure students are getting to bed on time and eating a 

good breakfast as this week approaches.  Our rating on the Iowa School Report card 

is directly influenced for our students Iowa Assessment Scores.  We understand that 

these tests may not tell the whole story of student achievement, but they do provide 

a baseline for our building and district goals. 

We will soon be finishing the third quarter of the school year and will be having our 

second set and Parent/Teacher conferences.  I encourage all parents in every build-

ing to come in and visit with your child’s teachers.  I know we struggle to get parent 

participation at the high school level.  I feel it is very important to understand what 

the curriculum is that students are learning and how your individual child is pro-

gressing toward content mastery.  Teachers enjoy discussing individual student pro-

gress with parents, and there are many other great conversations that can also take 

place during this time.  I think you should probably only believe half of the story 

your child comes home with from something that happened at school.  You should 

try and get the school side also.  This is an opportunity to get the school’s side of the 

story.  Please attend Parent Teacher Conferences in you are able on Monday, March 

12th, or Thursday, March 15th, from 4:00 – 8:00 P.M.  Remember that there is no 

school on Friday, March 16th.  
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 This DRAFT 2018-2019 School Calendar was presented at a Board Hearing on January 15th. It will be brought to the Board for final approval 

at the next school board meeting for final approval.  At press time, the board meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 26.  Stay tuned. 

Lisa Putnam, Instructional Coach 

Right: Mr. Crum 

Left:  Mrs. Dobernecker 
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News from the Rhoten Building (Tyler Johannsen) 

The 8th grade exploratory class made their own beef jerky.  The Intro to Ag. Class are shown testing soil permeability.  Thanks for sharing. 

Jaycee Mansfield creation 
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Attention Seniors and Parents, 

     So many college scholarships become available throughout the school year.   We 

email them to the Seniors and their parents/guardians as they come to our office.   

We are hoping this will help you and your student become more aware of the op-

portunities.  Many of the scholarships now have web sites and the address will be 

listed along with the due date.  

      The local scholarships will be made available throughout the month of March 

and beginning of April.   These local scholarship forms or web addresses will be 

emailed to the student and the parent/guardian as they become available.  Please 

encourage your seniors to apply for these scholarships as these local clubs and or-

ganizations work very hard to have fundraisers to support and benefit our seniors.  

The clubs/organizations deserve to have an adequate number of applications to 

choose their recipients.  We really do have very supportive clubs and organizations 

in our area.  We are very grateful for all their encouragement and assistance. 

Riverside Guidance Office 

Right:   Freshman Mick Schroder and Senior Mick Clevenger 

qualified for the district wrestling meet. 

On Friday, February 2, students, faculty, and staff of the Riverside School District were encouraged to wear in honor National Wear Red Day.  National Wear Red Day is a 

way to increase awareness about cardiovascular disease.  Riverside used this opportunity to honor the daughter of a Riverside High School alum as well others who have 

suffered from this disease.  #heartofhazel. (photo by Callie Kallsen) 
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CELEBRATE NATIONAL SCHOOL BREAKFAST WEEK  

MARCH 5-9   
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Let’s Go To The Movies 

Dreamland Theater  Carson, Iowa 

       Mar. 2, 3, 4                    Peter Rabbit            PG       1 hr. 34 mins. 

       Mar.9, 10, 111     15:17 to Paris           PG-13       1 hr. 34 mins. 

       Mar. 16, 17, 18              Marvel’s Black Panther          PG-13       2 hrs. 14mins. 

       Mar. 23. 24. 25      Early Man                        PG                   1 hr. 29 mins. 

       Mar. 30, 31, Apr 1      Disney’s A Wrinkle in Time          PG       2 hrs. 5 mins. 
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 Sports Schedules are subject to change 

 Sports Schedules are subject to change 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018   LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2018   BLOOD DRIVE @ JR.-SR. HIGH SCHOOL 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2018  END OF THE 3RD QUARTER 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2018  DANCE TEAM SHOW @ 7PM 

MONDAY, MARCH 12 AND THURSDAY, MARCH 15  PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  4-8 PM EACH DAY 

THE WEEK OF MARCH 19, 2018    IOWA ASSSESSMENT TESTING  

MARCH 29, MARCH 30, APRIL 2  NO SCHOOL 
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News from the FCS Department (Sara Fenske) 

Seventh grade students created a foldable to help memorize the 

six essential nutrients in their Family and  Consumer Science Ex-

ploratory class. Students enjoy using foldable because they involve 

a hands-on activity, as opposed to worksheets. Visual learners are 

intrigued because it helps them organize the content and recall 

information easier. Students can review, study, and take 

the foldable with them in their backpack rather than textbooks. 

The Riverside Community School District participated in a National School Lunch Program 

Administrative Review in January of 2018.  The district received technical assistance to 

comply with the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010.  Please see the  information below 

to guide Smart Snacks implementation in our schools.  

Remember Local Scholarships Will Be Released March 1, 2018 

National School Breakfast Week is March 5-9 

Riverside Blood Drive  Thursday, March 8 @ Jr.-Sr. High School 

Riverside High School Art 
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GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!           GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!        GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS! 

The Riverside Jazz Band performed at SWIBA Jazz contest on February 19thand 

earned a 3rd place finish! The band will be considered for a wild card invitation to the 

Iowa Jazz Championships in April.  AWESOME JOB BAND! (photo by Mrs. Brandon) 

Friday, February 2 was Parents Night at the basketball game.  The girls basketball 

team had 4 seniors:  Alyssa Brink, Jamie Hackett, Devyn Moore, and Sydney Mur-

phy.  The cheerleaders had one senior:  Briteny Gordon.  There were no seniors 

on the boys team.  We have shared the pictures with you on this page.  

Left:  Briteny Gordon and 

parents 

Far left:  Alyssa Brink 

Left:  Jamie Hackett 

Far left:  Devyn Moore 

Left:  Sydney Murphy 
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Elementary & Intermediate News (Jamie Meek, PK-6 Principal) 

Parent Teacher conferences are coming up on Monday, March 12 and 

Thursday, March 15.  Heading into the parent-teacher conference make a 

plan on what you are going to discuss with your child’s teachers.  Think 

about things that your child has come home talking to you about from 

school.  Are there concerns that they have expressed to you?  Are you not 

getting information from your children about school and need to set up a 

plan to have more communication with their teacher?  What do you want 

to see your child complete and move forward with by the end of the year?  

If you make a plan ahead of time, you have a better chance of asking those 

things at the conference. 

With the end of the year approaching quickly, Iowa Assessments (Iowa 

Tests of Basic Skills) are upon us.  We are planning on giving the 

statewide assessment March 19-23, with make-up tests March 26-30, at the 

elementary and intermediate schools.  During this week, we ask that you 

do your best to have normal routines at home, get to bed on time, get up 

on time, have good breakfasts before coming to school and encourage 

your children to do their best.   

We are starting to think about the possibilities of summer school for 2018.  

A group of teachers have been analyzing data and talking to each other 

about which students might need that little bit of extra reading support to 

continue the growth from this year of instruction.  We have talked about 

potential dates and times, who are interested in teaching, what grade lev-

els might be attending, and many other things, but nothing is set.  You 

may have heard from your child’s teacher that your child is struggling in 

reading and they may be eligible for summer school so you might want to 

start thinking about how that might affect your summer.  We may be ask-

ing for input from you about length of day and time of the summer to help 

make decisions in a timelier manner so everyone can start planning.   

Did you know that we served free breakfast and lunch for all children un-

der the age of 18 last summer at the elementary school?  We are planning 

on continuing this for this summer again.  Any child who is under the age 

of 18 is eligible to come and have a free breakfast and lunch as long as 

they can find a way to the elementary school.  Dates and times have not 

been set but will be coming out soon! 

We are making a push toward the end of the school year and there are so 

many things left to do in many classrooms.  We continue to work on help-

ing students understand the basics of reading and math, while pushing 

those who excel at it to achieve even tougher standards.  We are exposing 

them to exciting science concepts and exploring history to learn about our 

world.  Take some time each day and ask your child not, “What did you do 

in school today?” but “What did you learn new today it math, reading, 

science, or social studies?”  “Are you doing any fun projects in Art?”  

“What are you learning about in computer class?” “What are you learning 

about in PE or Health classes?”  These questions, and others that you 

might think of or already use, will help get away from the same old answer 

of “nothing”.   

Very soon we will be in the middle of Parent-Teacher Conferences and 

there will be many great conversations happening between the classroom 

teachers and families.  Please don’t allow these conversations to the only 

one that happen this year for your child(ren).  For 4th-6th grade students 

you can see grades as they are entered into our system via the JMC Parent 

Access portal at, https://riversideschools.onlinejmc.com/, click on the 

Parent icon, enter your child’s last name and password and you can see 

grades.  If you are unsure about how to access this feature available to 

you, please contact Mrs. Skank at the intermediate school at 712-484-2291 

or tskank@riverside.k12.ia.us.  The more staff and families that are on the 

same page, the more successful a student will be. 

Here are some pictures of Mrs. Weathers’ kindergartners painting 712 Rocks at our Valen-

tine's Day party. Our class also had the most Boxtops in January, so we have had Bruiser this 

month! (Jill Weathers) 
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Elementary Pick of the Litter 

Front row (seated):  

 Elayna Shannon, Lorraine Rice, 

Madeline Shanker, Meadow Dalby, 

Marlie Sick 

Back row (standing):   

Mattie Haines, Lilli Reed, Isabelle 

Cody, Ayden McDowell, Austin 

Zimmerman, Kim Rasmussen, 

Jozlyn Schafer, Kaylee Jasper 

Congratulations, kids!! 

(photo by Jen Perkins) 

 Mrs. Hummel's Second Graders Deliver Mail (Lisa Hummel) 

We had a Valentine Post Office in our classroom. The students each took turns being workers and mail carriers. They had to "sell" and "buy" stamps for their Valentines, 

address them correctly like they would a real letter and "mail" it. The postal workers would check the "letters" over carefully. If something was incorrect, they would 

stamp a return to sender stamp on the envelope and deliver back to the sender to be corrected. If it was correct, they stamped it and put it in the proper mailbox. The 

students even delivered "mail" out of our classroom around the school, as we had a lot of "out of town" Valentine mail to deliver. By counting out money to "buy" stamps 

for their Valentines, the students were more motivated to learn this important skill. They had a lot of fun! 

The second graders also visited the Oakland Post Office and Great Western Bank. They learned a lot about what happens behind the scenes. They were comparing our 

classroom Valentine’s Post Office to the actual Oakland Post Office. 

Pictures at the left are from 

the Coaches vs. Cancer Game. 

Far left:  Garrett Hough gets 

ready for the half-court shot. 

Left:  Jacey Kallsen, Elayna 

Eggers, and Allie Reicks speak 

to the crown prior to the 

games.  (photos:  yearbook) 

Pictures at the left are stu-

dents of Mrs. Hummel 
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Iowa Assessments will be given during the week of March 19-23.  The district offers some test-taking tips below to help our students be successful. 

 

 

 

RIVERSIDE AFTER PROM  

WILL BE SERVING A PULLED PORK DINNER 

 @WINTER SPORTS BANQUET  

FROM 5:30 TO 6:30 PM 

   MARCH 13, 2018 
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