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Registration Thursday, August 3,2017    

9 AM to 7 PM  Junior-Senior High School 

OPEN HOUSE  August 22, 2017 (Details inside) 

2017-2018 School Year Begins August 23, 2017 

Regular School Board Meeting 

3rd Monday of the Month 

@ 7 PM 

Intermediate School 

Media Center 

“We  R  Riverside” “Small Towns, BIG Dreams” 

ONLINE REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Online Registration will be available on July 31 to August 2. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION  

Will only be available to RETURNING STUDENTS using their 

online JMC Accounts.  Following registration you may pay fees 

using PayForIt or bring in your payment on August 3rd. 

Your New Press Box 
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Registration 

For  

2017-2018 School year 

Thursday, 

August 3, 2017 

9 am to 7 pm 

@ Junior-Senior High School 
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PARENTS AND GUARDIANS PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 

 

New Immunization Requirement for Grades 7 and 12 

Effective the start of the 2017-18 school year a dose of meningococcal vaccine is required for entry into 7th and 12th grades.  There is no grace period for these immuniza-

tions they must be completed before starting the school year. 

 January 30, 2017  

 

Dear Immunization Partner,  

The Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH), Bureau of Immunization, has completed the administrative rules process to require meningococcal (A, C, W, Y) vaccine 

for students enrolling in 7th and 12th grades. The administrative rule change was effective January 11, 2017, and will be implemented at the beginning of the upcoming 

2017-2018 school year. The immunization requirements chart from the Iowa Administrative Code, Chapter 7, Immunization and Immunization Education is available 

here.  

 

The change requires a one-time dose of meningococcal (A, C, W, Y) vaccine received on or after 10 years of age for applicants in grades 7 and above, if born after Septem-

ber 15, 2004; and 2 doses of meningococcal (A, C, W, Y) vaccines for applicants in grade 12, if born after September 15, 1999; or 1 dose if received when applicants are 16 

years of age or older.  

 

Meningococcal disease caused by any serogroup is very serious. Approximately 10 to 15% of people with meningococcal disease die even with appropriate treatment. Of 

those who recover, up to 20% suffer from serious after-effects, such as permanent hearing loss, limb loss, or brain damage. Meningococcal vaccines are very safe and effec-

tive at preventing meningococcal disease. The meningococcal vaccine is 85 – 100% effective at preventing infection from the subtypes of meningococcus found in the vac-

cine. The National Immunization Survey (NIS) Teen, 2015 results indicate 75% of Iowa adolescents 13-17 years of age have received one dose the Meningococcal (A, C, W, 

Y) vaccine. The national average for one dose of meningococcal vaccine is 81.3%. The meningococcal secondary school vaccine requirement will help Iowa achieve and 

maintain high adolescent vaccine coverage levels, protecting the health of adolescents, friends, families, and communities.  

 

The Immunization Program has developed a variety of materials regarding the new requirements which are available on the program’s webpage here. Previous versions of 

the Certificate of Immunization remain valid and student records do not need to be updated to the current version of the certificate. Healthcare providers may continue 

to use existing supplies of the Certificate of Immunization and then reorder the new document once supplies are depleted. In addition, the Certificate of Immunization 

Exemption – Medical, Provisional Certificate of Immunization and Immunization Law and You brochure have been update to include meningococcal vaccine. The updated 

materials are available on the Immunization Program webpage and available to order here.  

 

The mission of the Immunization Program is to decrease vaccine-preventable diseases through education, advocacy, and partnership. The Program is committed to keep-

ing you informed of these changes and looks forward to working with you during the implementation of the new requirement for the upcoming school year. If you have 

questions regarding this information, please contact the Immunization Program at 1-800-831-6293.  

 

Sincerely, 

  

Don Callaghan, Chief  

Bureau of Immunization and Tuberculosis 

 

Riverside Allergy Awareness   (Mr. Meek and Mrs. Palmer) 

There have been some discussions about the expectations of food 

allergies at Riverside Schools.  Here is what we consider when it 

comes to peanut/tree nut allergies. 

 

1. All Riverside kitchens are peanut/tree nut free. 

2. Any snacks sent to classrooms for birthdays, celebrations, 

or other classroom parties should be peanut/tree nut free.  

Any purchased or homemade snack should include the 

ingredient list.  A recipe is OK to send if made at home. 

3. We do allow peanut butter to be brought in a lunch.  We 

ask that students not share/trade lunch items. 

 

If there are any changes to a specific classroom regarding food 

allergies, parents will be notified in writing. 

 

The Class of 2024 received a grant to help students in need so 

if you or someone you know needs any of the following: 
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GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!           GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!        GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS! 

                                             

First Day of School is . . . . Wednesday, August 24, 2017 
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GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!           GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS!        GO DAWGS!          GO DAWGS! 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Please NOTE: 

There will be a parents' meeting for all high school fall athletes on Monday, August 14th at 6:30 pm in the 

high school gym.  This meeting is important for all fall high school athletes and parents to attend as we will be 

rolling out our new action plan from the sports' advisory committee.   
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Continued on page 8 
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Riverside Elementary News 

WE  Riverside 

“Small Towns, BIG Dreams 

 

Vision-The passionate purpose driving our culture 

The Riverside Community School District extracurricular program will successfully develop each 

child as a person, student and teammate. 

(continued from page 7) 

Junior High Student Council (Callie Kallsen) 

On July 12th & 13th ,7th graders Jace Rose, Izzy Bluml, Kelly 

Clevenger, and MaKenna Rose attended a Leadership Confer-

ence at the Atlantic Middle School. The students had a great 

time and it was an excellent leadership experience.  

Above:  Kelly Clevenger, Izzy Bluml, and MaKenna Rose display the care 

packages they made for  local volunteer fire departments. (photo by  

Callie Kallsen, JH student council sponsor) 

Riverside Junior High Football 

There will be a parent meeting for all parents of Junior High students who are planning on playing sports after 

Open House at the Junior-Senior High School on August 22, 2017 

See You There! 
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Riverside Junior High Volleyball 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Please NOTE: 

There will be a parents' meeting for all high school fall athletes on Monday, August 14th at 6:30 pm in the high 

school gym.  This meeting is important for all fall high school athletes and parents to attend as we will be rolling 

out our new action plan from the sports' advisory committee.   
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 Backpack Program (Jana Hensley) 

Riverside Elementary and Intermediate School 

students have the opportunity to participate in 

the backpack program again this school year. The 

backpack program is designed to provide food for 

hungry children at times when other resources 

are not available, such as during weekends and 

school vacations.  

Food Bank for the Heartland supplies packs filled 

with nutritious food for children to take home on 

Friday afternoons. Each pack provides two break-

fast meals and two lunch or dinner meals. If you 

would like your child/children to participate, 

please call Jana Hensley at 484-2291 or email me 

at jhensley@riverside.k12.ia.us. Thank you!  
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The band performed a medley of military branch songs 

for the Freedom Rock Dedication and the 4th of July 

parade in Oakland. A huge thank you to these students 

for braving the heat performing. Your music was en-

joyed by many!  (Amanda Brandon)   

Left:  Banner carriers are Miss Schnack, Miss Lund, and 

Miss Perkins.  Various high school band members can 

be seen in the background. (photo submitted) 

Riverside  

Homecoming  

Is 

The week of  

September 17-22,  2017 
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We hope you have all had the opportunity to tour, or at least drive by, the Riverside Sports Complex at the new Jr.-Sr. High Building.    It has been a very exciting and 

inspiring year at Riverside in many areas.  It was an outstanding new experience for our track teams to run and practice on a “real” track made with proper materials and 

lane markings.   It will be exciting in the near future when the football field, baseball field, and softball field are completed and ready for team play.  Construction and 

improvements continue to progress.  The press box and concession stand area will soon be constructed, with some labor and/or materials being donated.   

 

We have had meetings with our original committee members with limited participation.  At our most recent meeting, we have decided to move forward with the funds 

raised to erect a gate and archway sign at the entrance of the sports complex near the concession stand.  For the purpose of visibility, donor names on plaques or the 

bricks collected from the Macedonia School will be on display when entering the sports complex near the concession stand.  The donor’s names or money given in 

memory of a loved one will be visible to all who enter.  Volunteers donating product and/or construction labor to our projects will also be among those recognized.   

 

The names of the generous donors to this project thus far are:  Marjorie Bentley, Jake & Donnell Kvaal family, Paula Schnack, Kevin & Kathy Cope, Junellyn Pierce, Jon & 

Kelly Fenn family, Dr. Charles & Carmella Pigneri, Clark County Acres/Roger & Bonnie Clark, Gary & Diane Forristall, Claire Palmer in memory of Darrell Palmer, Paul 

& Barb Hart, Applegate Electric, LLC./Dave Applegate, Ruth Feigenbutz, Dr. Zook’s Family Chiropractic, Jean Blackburn, Riverside Optimist Club, Bentley East, 

Schueman Transfer, Terry & Cyndy Haines, Keith & Joyce McClain in memory of Phyllis Pendgraft, Keith & Joyce McClain, John & Barbara McCowen, Herbert, Carol & 

Emily Strong in memory of Mark Strong, Ted & Phyllis Johnk, Trevor Richardson, Marshall Smith, Nick & Lana Rold, Wendy Young, Chris & Rachel Allensworth, Andrew 

& Sarah Messerschmidt, Andrew & Jana Hensley, Kenneth & Jackie Moore, Stacy Roller, Meridian Clinical Research, Travis Rasmussen, Union Pacific/Janet Schafer, Don-

ald & Kathleen Hendricks, Treynor State Bank, Marilyn McClain, Elaine Volkens and other Anonymous Donors.  Names will be added to the list as donations are made. 

 

Thanks to all our generous community members! 

Riverside’s 
Dr. Charles L. Pigneri Athletic Complex 

 

New Faces Coming to Riverside 

Hello there!  My name is Cole Cha-

pin and I am the new 6th grade 

Math and Reading teacher.  This is 

my first year as a teacher and I am 

very excited to get started.  I am a 

2017 graduate from Morningside 

College in Sioux City, IA.  While at 

Morningside, I majored in Elemen-

tary Education and participated in 

baseball.  I grew up in this area and 

am very enthusiastic about having 

the opportunity to teach here as 

well.  I look forward to meeting all 

of the wonderful people here in the 

Riverside Community.   

I am Nathan Clausen, the new Industrial Technology 

Education teacher at Riverside Jr. Sr. High School.  My 

hometown is Danbury, Iowa, in northwest Iowa. 

As a graduate of Wayne State College in Wayne, Nebras-

ka, this past spring, I received a Bachelor’s degree in In-

dustrial Technology Education.  I also have an Associate’s 

Degree from Northwest Iowa Community College in 

Sheldon, Iowa, where I received a degree in Construction 

Technology.   

During my free time, I enjoy participating in demolition 

derbies and tractor pulls.  Restoring tractors and automo-

biles, hunting, and doing small remodel jobs to residential 

homes also keep me busy.    

 I am super excited to start working with the students of Riverside in the classroom and lab 

to build and/or broaden the knowledge and skills they can use for a lifetime. 

Riverside TeamMates Mentoring (Lisa Putnam) 

The Riverside TeamMates Mentoring Program got off to a tremendous start last school year and looks forward to an equally suc-

cessful 2017-2018 school year.  Twenty-four 4th graders were matched with mentors last year, and these mentors and mentees 

will continue to meet throughout the next school year.  Despite the great start, there are several students who are still waiting for 

mentors.  If you are interested and can spare 30 - 45 minutes once a week during the school day to mentor a student, please email 

Lisa Putnam at lputnam@riverside.k12.ia.us or Jana Hensley at jhensley@riverside.k12.ia.us  for more information.  Thank you to 

our TeamMates Board members, mentors, and everyone who has helped make this a successful program!   
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Abi & Rhyan Rockin’ Out 

Riverside School Board Members  Row 1:  Matt Bowen, Rodney Pendgraft, 

Todd Pendgraft  Row 2:  Lindsay Bentley, Phil Reed, Murray Fenn  Not pic-

tured:  Jeff Buckingham 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

PLEASE 

BRING YOUR 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

AND 

MEET YOUR PRINCIPAL 

AND 

TEACHERS 

MONDAY, AUGUST 22 

ELEMENTARY 

4:30 to 5:30 PM 

INTERMEDIATE 

5:00-6:00 PM 

JR.-SR. HIGH SCHOOL 

5:00-7:00 PM 
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Continued above right 

Estos formularios están disponibles en español 
Estos formularios están disponibles en español 

More New Faces Coming to Riverside This Fall 

Hello! My name is Jill Weathers, and I will be teaching kindergarten this year. I grew up in Avoca, IA and graduated from AHST. I 

graduated with my bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Midland University in 2010. In 2015, I graduated from Morn-

ingside College with my master’s degree and a reading endorsement. I bring 5 years of teaching experience from Red Oak, IA. I 

spent 3 years teaching kindergarten and 2 years teaching first grade. I am excited to begin teaching at Riverside! I plan to bring a 

positive attitude and a passion for teaching and learning to Riverside. My years of experience in Red Oak will help provide anoth-

er perspective to the district.  

My husband and I live in Oakland with our dog, Charlie. In my spare time, I enjoy reading, traveling, and watching Nebraska 

sports. Go Huskers!  

I look forward to the start of the school year and can’t wait to meet my students and their families!  
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Estos formularios están disponibles en español Estos formularios están disponibles en español 

More New Faces Coming to Riverside This Fall 

 

Hello! My name is Tyler Johannsen, and I will be the Agriculture 

Instructor & FFA Advisor at the Jr.-Sr. High School this year. I will 

also be coaching football and helping with wrestling. Originally from 

Harlan, Iowa, I obtained my degree from Iowa State University in 

May of 2017. My hobbies include anything that has to do with being 

outdoors. I hope to help students fuel their passion for the agricul-

ture industry. I also want to make a positive difference in the lives of 

students by developing their potential for premier leadership, per-

sonal growth, and career success through Agriculture Education! 

Please Note: 

 

Jr.-Sr. High School Schedules  

Will be available  ONLINE 

During Registration (August 3) 

You may check your  

JMC account on that day for your 

schedule. 

Registration @ Jr.– St. High School 

9 AM to 7 PM 
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Estos formularios están disponibles en español 
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Estos formularios están disponibles en español 

Sponsored by 4-H 
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GET A HEAD START ON THOSE NEW SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

We Have included an updated list for the 2017-2018 School Year 

Please Label All Supplies 

 

Registration Thursday, August 3,2017    

9 AM to 7 PM  Jr.-Sr. High School 

OPEN HOUSE  August 22, 2017  

2017-2018 School Year Begins August 23,2017 

***Updated from 

the June Issue 
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3rd Grade 

Supply List continues onto the next page 
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New Position Comes to Riverside Junior-Senior High School 

 

My name is Mandie Reynolds, and I live in 

Carson with my husband Josh and sons 

Jalen and Jett.  Jalen is six and will be a 

kindergartner at Riverside this year, and 

Jett is three.  I graduated last May from 

Dordt College in Sioux Center, Iowa, with 

my Master’s Degree in Education with a 

focus in School Leadership.  

I have been an employee at Riverside for 

the last nine years.  I taught 7th – 

12th grade Social Studies from 2009 until 

2016, served as TLC Coordinator / Curric-

ulum Director for Riverside and Tri-Center last year, and now am moving 

into a new role as the Jr./Sr. High Assistant Principal and Technology Coor-

dinator for the 2017-2018 school year.  I am so very excited to take on this 

new position and challenge at Riverside Community School District! 
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Dedication of Dr. Charles L. Pigneri Athletic Complex   

August 25th 

We have been so fortunate to have the commitment and 

support of Dr. Pigneri and his wife Carm in our commu-

nities since 1966.  For over 50 years, Dr. Pigneri and his 

wife have continued to give valued support and dedica-

tion to our athletes, students, school system, and our 

Riverside communities.  Please plan to attend the dedi-

cation of the Charles L. Pigneri Athletic Complex which 

will be held during halftime of our first home football 

game against West Monona on Friday, August 25th. 

 

 

REMINDER: 

There will be a parents' meeting for all 

high school fall athletes on Monday, Au-

gust14th at 6:30 pm in the high school 

gym.  This meeting is important for all 

fall high school athletes and parents to 

attend as we will be rolling out our new 

action plan from the sports' advisory 

committee.  

***************************************** 

There will be a parent meeting parents of all Jun-

ior High students who are planning on playing 

sports after Open House at the Junior-Senior 

High School on August 22, 2017. 
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Gute News   (David Gute, 7-12 Principal)  

We are starting to get ready for another great school year at the new Jr.-Sr. 

High School building!  The start of the year is always an exciting time to see 

how much students have grown physically and social/emotionally.  Students 

and education are always my main focus as the Jr.-Sr. High principal.  We 

have a superb educational system in place, and with the guidance from the 

school officials and parents, students will receive a great education.  

I wanted to take a moment to write about a few of our programs and op-

portunities students have at Riverside.  We have had several students gradu-

ate from Riverside over the past few years with 30+ college credits.  We are 

actively searching college credit opportunities that will work with your stu-

dents' desired college major.  We have a new Agriculture teacher this 

school year, 25 acres of land, and profit from the crops to develop one of the 

best programs on the state.  We have a new Industrial Technology teacher 

and are planning to build houses on site in the near future. Our English and 

Math departments have worked directly with the Iowa Western Communi-

ty College to ensure there is a smooth transition to college.  Riverside stu-

dents have received most if not all of their English credits they will need in 

college before they leave Riverside.  We have helped many districts, both 

local and out-of-state, over the past several years to set up professional de-

velopment and programs to help improve their teachers' performances and 

students' results in the classroom.  We are extremely proud of this and con-

tinue to make educational decisions that are best for all students. 

Our teachers have been working hard this summer to better themselves 

professionally.  Teachers are required to spend 5 of their summer days on 

professional development.  They are actually allowed to complete up to 11 

days to take advantage of professional learning opportunities.  I have very 

few teachers on staff that only had the minimum amount of days scheduled 

learning opportunities during the summer and many will work 11+ this sum-

mer. This shows an extreme amount of dedication from the Riverside teach-

ing staff.  The times I have been in the building this summer, there are usu-

ally several different teachers working on something for next school year.  

We are planning to open the new football and track complex this fall.  Pa-

trons will not be allowed on the track.  No one will be allowed down on the 

softball or baseball fields.  Students will be given more instructions after 

school starts on where they are allowed to be.   

As the new school year approaches, I am extremely excited for our pro-

grams, activities, facilities, teachers, and students.  We are all part of an 

outstanding district here at Riverside, and I look forward to getting back to 

school in August! 

    

Above:  New Press Box from the rear.  A view of the front is on the first page of 

this issue.  Looking good and ready for some football. 

Ag classroom in the Rhoten Building is ready for the upcoming school year. 

Taten Williams and A.J. Dillon practice during open gym this summer. 
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As we reported in June, the Riverside group and the group from Belle Plain finally made it to Washington, D.C. after school was concluded.  Their trip was 

originally scheduled to visit in March; however, the weather had another idea.  The  group posed for the traditional photo with the Capitol in the background.  

The group visited many of the monuments and other D.C. sights and spent a day in Gettysburg.  Perhaps of the highlights of the trip was the visit to Arlington 

National Cemetery on Memorial Day where they were able to see the President Trump lay the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

Above left:  It’s President Trump at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

Above:  Checking out the cannon at Get-

tysburg. 

Far left:  Washington Monument and the 

Potomac.   

Left:  The Marine Corps Memorial 
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New School Year, New Technology! 

This fall, we will have new technology for our students at Riverside!  Grades 2ndthrough 12th will have 

Chromebooks. In 2nd through 8th grades, students will be able to use these while at school, and they will 

be stored in carts at the end of the day.  In 

Grades 9th through 12th, students will be al-

lowed to take them home. This also means 

that Preschool, Kindergarten, and 1st grade 

will receive 10 iPads per classrooms to use. 

 

 

Remember: 

The  

First Day of School  

Is 

Wednesday, 

August 23, 2017 

See You There! 

Right:  Wyatt Hough 

gets ready to practice 

his free throw shot 

during open gym. 

National Honor Society Board has been updated. 

Work continues on the Riverside Safe Room 

Band lays at the Freedom 

Rock Dedication. 
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Welcome A New Face to Riverside 

 

Hi, I am Larissa Potter.  I live in Griswold and I 

graduated from Northwest Missouri State. I am 

teaching Title I for 4th, 5th, and 6th grades.  I 

am married and I have a dog named Webster 

Harry Potter.  Right now my dog is my hobby. 

We like to play and I have taught him lots of 

tricks.  I am looking forward to teaching at Riv-

erside. 

  Industrial Tech Shop is shaping up for the beginning of the new 

Work has begun on the new concession stand at the sports complex. 

 

NOW IS THE TIME TO 

JOIN THE RIVERSIDE  BOOSTER CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO JOIN THE BOOSTER CLUB WILL RECEIVE THIS 

MAGNET 

 

                                 SINGLE MEMBERSHIP      $15 

                                  COUPLE                               $25 
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