
March 8, 2022

Dear Middle and High School Parents/Guardians,

I am writing to inform you that the District has received multiple reports in recent days regarding

the creation of various Instagram accounts that contain allegations regarding District students

and staff members.  The District is carrying out an investigation of these allegations pursuant to

Board policy and procedures.  In the meantime, we want to ensure that all students are aware

that should they want and/or need someone to talk to with regard to these or any other matters,

our middle and high school counselors are available to any student who may choose to utilize

them. If you are aware of any information that may lead to resolving these incidents and/or

have a report to make, I certainly encourage you to do so. Any parental reinforcement of proper

cell phone usage at home would be appreciated as well.

Additionally, beginning tomorrow, March 9, 2022 no personal communication devices will be
allowed to be utilized at school.  Please see relevant portions of Board policy 5136, which I

have included below.  The complete policy is available in the Board policy manual, which is

publicly available on the District’s website.

In order to avoid disruption of the educational environment and protect students' right of privacy,

student use of personal communication devices (PCDs) is prohibited on school grounds during

school hours, at after school activities (e.g., extra-curricular activities), and on school buses or

other Board-provided vehicles.

Technology including, but not limited to, PCDs intended and actually used for instructional purposes

(e.g., taking notes, recording classroom lectures, writing papers) will be permitted, as approved by

the classroom teacher or the building principal. However, the use of a PCD to engage in

non-education-related communications is expressly prohibited.

Except as authorized by a teacher, administrator or IEP team, students are prohibited from using

PCDs during the school day, including while off-campus on a field trip, to capture, record and/or

transmit the words or sounds (i.e., audio) and/or images (i.e., pictures/video) of any student,

staff member or other person. Using a PCD to capture, record and/or transmit audio and/or

pictures/video of an individual without proper consent is considered an invasion of privacy and is

https://go.boarddocs.com/oh/gene/Board.nsf/Public#


not permitted. Students who violate this provision and/or use a PCD to violate the privacy rights

of another person may have their PCD confiscated and held, and may be directed to delete the

audio and/or picture/video file while the parent/guardian is present. If the violation involves

potentially illegal activity the confiscated-PCD may be turned-over to law enforcement.

Thank you in advance for your support as the District works to address and resolve this matter.

Terri Hrina-Treharn

Terri Hrina-Treharn, Ph.D.


