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The 2022 Teacher of the Year from Richland County Elementary School is Amy Woods. Mrs. 
Woods is a Noble native and graduate of West Richland High School. After completing her 
Associate’s degree at Olney Central College and then her Elementary Education degree at 
Eastern Illinois University, Mrs. Woods began her teaching career at Noble Grade School in 
1989 as a 6th grade teacher. During her years at Noble, Mrs. Woods also taught kindergarten 
and 5th grade. In 2014 Mrs. Woods came to East Richland Elementary School upon the 
annexation of the West Richland School District into the East Richland School District. Now, she 
is retiring as a 5th grade teacher from Richland County Elementary School at the end of the 
2021-2022 school year. 
 
Over the course of her 33 year teaching career, Mrs. Woods has always been willing to jump in 
where necessary, including teaching a different grade level. Her calm and steady presence and 
her willingness to serve as a resource to her fellow teachers is something that will be missed. 
Most importantly, Mrs. Woods has always strived to create a positive, engaging, and safe 
learning environment where children feel like they belong and can grow academically and 
socially.  
 
Some of the things that Mrs. Woods’s students and colleagues say about her are: 

 “I have learned a lot this year. Mrs. Woods is a great teacher!” 

 “Mrs. Woods is very kind and nice!”  

 “Amy Woods is one of the kindest and most thoughtful people I know.” 

 “Amy is someone you can always count on when you need something.” 

 “Amy always goes above and beyond for her students to help them succeed.”  
 



Amy Woods’s cheerful attitude and dedication and commitment to teaching is an inspiration to 
all that work with her. She is loved by her students and colleagues. As she is retiring at the end 
of this school year, Amy plans to spend more time with her family, helping out with the family 
farming operation, and taking on the full-time role of “Grammy” to her four grandchildren. 
Congratulations to Amy Woods, the ERFAE 2022 Teacher of the Year for Richland County 
Elementary School.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Richland County Middle School 
Shelley Mann 
 

 
 
The 2022 Teacher of the Year from Richland County Middle School is Shelley Mann. A native of 
Olney, Illinois, Mrs. Mann graduated from Olney Central College and then Eastern Illinois 
University in 1999. She began teaching math at East Richland Middle School in the 2000-2001 
school year.  During her time at ERMS/RCMS, Mrs. Mann has also served as the sponsor of the 
annual middle school talent show and has helped out in various other ways in the school. 
 
Mrs. Mann has been a key member of the RCMS 6th Grade Team for many years. It is normal to 
hear music coming from her classroom as a strategy to help students learn math facts and 
concepts. Outside of school, Mrs. Mann is active in her church as a Sunday School teacher and 
volunteering in VBS and children’s church. In the community, Mrs. Mann is active with the 
Olney Tiger Sharks swim team. 
 
Some of the things Mrs. Mann’s students and colleagues say about her are: 

 “Mrs. Mann makes learning math fun. She teaches us using real-world examples.” 

 “Mrs. Mann takes tough math concepts and explains it in a way that makes sense.” 

 “Mrs. Mann is really nice and caring. We love being in her class.” 

 “Shelley has been a great mentor to me. She has taught me a lot.” 

 “Shelley is very creative. From bulletin boards to decorating your classroom, she is the 
person to go to.” 

 “Kids love her!”  
 

In addition to teaching 6th Grade Math at RCMS, Mrs. Mann is a skilled baker and cake 
decorator. She is the “go to” person at RCMS if you need a creative idea, just do not ask her to 
play kickball against a group of middle school students. Congratulations to Shelley Mann, the 
2022 ERFAE Teacher of the Year for Richland County Middle School. 
 
 



Richland County High School 
Theresa Marriott 
 

 
 
The 2022 Teacher of the Year from Richland County High School is Theresa Marriott. Ms. 
Marriott holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish from Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky and 
is also a graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary, where she earned a master’s degree in 
Biblical Studies. Between graduation from Asbury University and beginning her master’s 
degree, Ms. Marriott spent 3 ½ years as a missionary to Mexico. 
 
Ms. Marriott began teaching Spanish at Noble High School in 2007 and moved to the Richland 
County School District in 2014 with the annexation of the West Richland School District into the 
East Richland School District. During her time teaching Spanish in Richland County, Ms. Marriott 
has taken students on trips to Spain, Costa Rica, Peru, and this summer to Ecuador, the 
Galapagos Islands, and Canada. Also, she serves as a host for exchange students and has had 
several students from various countries live with her for a school year. As a Spanish teacher, it 
is evident that Ms. Marriott doesn’t just talk to her students about learning and understanding 
a different culture, she lives it and helps her students to better understand their world. 
 
Some of the things this teacher’s students and colleagues say about her are: 

 “Ms. Marriott is not just the teacher of the year. She is the teacher of a lifetime!” 

 “Ms. Marriott is a remarkable human being. She is truly a joy to be around.” 

 “Ms. Marriott doesn’t only teach Spanish, but she teaches life lessons too.” 

 “Theresa is a person I look up to as a teacher and a person. She motivates me and 
challenges me to be a better teacher and person.” 

 “Theresa is a role model to all of her colleagues. She has shown us that our attitude is 
something we get to choose every day.”  

 “Theresa Marriott is the Michael Jordan of Spanish teachers.” 
 
A native of Mt. Carmel, Illinois, and a graduate of Mt. Carmel High School, this teacher has 
travelled the world with her students. During the past couple of years, she has dealt with a 
serious health issue, but she has continued to show up for her students and inspire them to be 



the best version of themselves. On behalf of ERFAE, please join us in congratulating the 2022 
RCHS Teacher of the Year, Theresa Marriott. 
 
 
 
 


