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Cayuga Heights Presents Annie Kids
For the first time in two years, over 70 Cayuga Heights fourth and fifth grade chorus 
students took to the stage to present the musical, Annie Kids on January 27 and 28. The 
two shows were performed for a sold out audience, both Thursday and Friday evening. A 
live stream was 
also offered 
and enjoyed by 
the community 
who could not 
get tickets or 
who could not 
come to the 
performance. 
Preparations for 
the show began 
with auditions 
in October 
and rehearsals 
starting right 
after. The 
students, staff 
and volunteers worked diligently to pull off a wonderful show!
The show was produced by Mr. Jason Miller, with drama direction by Mrs. Laura Jasinski 
and choreographed by Mrs. Erin Smith. Over 20 high school students acted as light, 
sound and stage crew, under the direction of Mr. Kevin Grzybek. 
Congratulations to all those involved!
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DHS Musical 
preview
The Depew High 
School Drama Club 
will present this 
year’s musical, 
Seussical, on 
March 17, 18 
and 19. The 
show follows  
the cast of beloved 
Dr. Seuss characters, which will star 
Rhegan Zubler as the Cat in the Hat, 
Mason Scudday as Horton and Miranda 
Arena as Jojo. Rehearsals are in full 
swing for the cast, crew and the pit 
orchestra. Check the Depew Schools 
website for information on how to 
buy tickets. We hope you will join us 
for this fantastical, magical, musical 
extravaganza!
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Message from the Superintendent
The year 2022 has started with much to be proud of so far. We started the year with 
distributing COVID-19 Test Kits to each student on Sunday, January 2nd and prior 
to returning to school from the holiday recess.  In addition, we held the second round 
of the COVID-19 vaccine clinics in partnership with the Erie County Department of 
Health, providing this opportunity for families in a nearby and familiar environment. 

We continued to provide additional COVID-19 Test Kits to families, who wanted 
them and implemented a Test to Stay program that has allowed students to remain in classrooms.  Prior to 
the Mid-Winter Recess and on Thursday, February 17th, the District sent home an additional COVID-19 
Test Kit for each student.  This will allow families to test their children prior to returning to school on 
Monday, February 28th.   

The situation surrounding the pandemic has been constantly changing and we strive to keep our School-
Community up to date as new and verifiable information is known. You can find that information first on 
our website, www.depewschools.org and also shared on our official district Facebook and Twitter. 

This year we continue to address student learning gaps, as a result of the remote and hybrid learning 
models utilized last year. We have started an after-school program at the Middle and High Schools that was 
modeled after our successful summer camp. This program will continue to provide students with additional 
supports in core subjects. In addition, we held registration for the popular Wellcats Summer Camp for 
Cayuga Heights students. I am proud of the steps we have taken so far, and we will continue to do what is 
right for our students going forward.

Cayuga Heights started the New Year with displays of kindness throughout the school. During the month 
of February, the student leaders in the second and third grade Kindness Club have been showing what it 
means to be a Cayuga Kid in emphasizing this important character trait.

The Depew Middle School student leadership group has brought back DEAL (Drop Everything and Lead) 
Days. The days feature students working together on fun activities centered around developing leadership 
and collaboration skills.

As the students at Cayuga Heights Elementary just completed two sold-out shows of Annie KIDS, the 
students at Depew High School are gearing up for their musical performance of Seussical. Our talented 
students in the cast and crew will be showing off their hard work and dedication for the March 17-19 
performances.

Our student athletes have also been working hard on the court, the track and the mat. Congratulations 
to NYSPHAA Section VI Class AA champion Carson Alberti. You can watch home games streamed on 
LocalLive through our website to keep up with the Wildcats. 

Looking to the future, we are preparing a 2022-2023 budget with many unknowns. But one thing we do 
know is that we will continue to put students first.  

On Tuesday, February 15th, we launched our annual budget ThoughtExchange asking: “What are your 
most important priorities when considering the 2022-2023 budget plan of the school district?” Submit your 
thoughts and rate other thoughts before the ThoughtExchange closes on March 4th at 5:00pm. 

We will take these thoughts into serious consideration, as we finish our process and await the finalization 
of the state budget.  

You can follow the Budget Development Process on our website at www.depewschools.org/page/budget-
and-election, where all of the presentations will be posted.  

Furthermore, the Annual Budget Hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, May 10th at 6:30pm in the High 
School Cafeteria and on our District YouTube Channel. The Annual Budget Vote is scheduled for Tuesday, 
May 17th from noon to 9:00pm in the High School Gymnasium. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey Rabey, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Follow 
Depew Schools 

on
Social Media!

 
www.Facebook.com/ 
DepewSchools.org

 
Twitter.com/

DepewSchools

youtube.com/ 
DepewUnionFree 

SchoolDistrict

N O T I C E
The Father-Daughter 

Dance that was 
scheduled for February 
12 was postponed. A 

rescheduled date for the 
spring is being explored. 

Stay tuned. 

Watch Depew 
Wildcat 
Sports
live here:
https://events.locallive.tv/
school/depew-hs
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from Director of  
Curriculum, Instruction and Personnel 

Halfway Through 2021-22
It is unbelievable that the year is already half-way over and the days 
are getting longer once again. As we navigate the second half of yet 
another challenging year, we are looking forward to spring and hoping for positive changes. 
Teachers and students have been working hard this year with engaging lessons, new 
curriculum like the Fact Fluency Kits at Cayuga, and beginning to address the gaps from 
the past 18 months. Even though we have the rest of 2021-22 left, behind the scenes we are 
busy planning for 2022-23 as well.
I would be remiss if I did not highlight some of the work being done both in and beyond the 
classroom so far this year is:
• The district is happy to have the return of some in-person events, such as our parent 

conferences, elementary and high school musicals, concerts, and sporting events.
• The continuation of gap closing activities like our summer programs and the pre-

first grade program at Cayuga. Mr. Lupini and his team have created after-school 
opportunities for students at Depew High School and Middle School.

• Our Comprehensive District Education Plan (CDEP) team has been reviewing the NYS 
Framework for Culturally Responsive schools in regards to our current practices as a 
district, and within the classroom. The goal is to create a reflective action plan to ensure 
we take steps to create the most inclusive environment possible for all of our families. 
The plan, which is in draft now, should be completed prior to June and will be reviewed 
each school year. Our CDEP team includes teachers, administrators and parents. Parents 
who would like to participate can contact me at 686-5129.

• We are readying our three-year District Technology Plan and Library Plan for submission 
to BOCES and NYSED. These are based on a self-assessment as well as input from 
stakeholders. Both of these plans lay the foundation of our work for the next three years.

• Two Depew High School teachers successfully piloted e-Sports complete with a student-
created, in-house competition. Nearly 30 students met 3-4 times a week to practice and 
compete on Nintendo Switch gaming systems we received on loan from Erie 1 BOCES. 
E-Sports is growing quickly and can be a source of scholarship money for students. 
Future plans may include an after-school club and could be a potential Section VI sport.

• Two teachers at Cayuga Heights were selected to pilot cutting-edge reading handwriting 
curriculum. They benefit from working directly with the author, with the students getting 
instruction using the newest strategies and curriculum.

As of this moment the Grades 3 - 8 assessments and June Regents Exams are running 
as scheduled. These will give us some much-needed information on student learning 
and achievement. This will in turn help us with our planning for gap closing lessons and 
academic assistance.
Finally, I wanted to let everyone know that our STEAM Night, originally scheduled for 
March, is postponed. We will be investigating a possible makeup day in the late spring.
We look forward to working with our families on a successful second half of the year. 
Thank you again for your ongoing support.
Sincerely, 
Joseph D’Amato 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Personnel

Junior Achievement 
of WNY Virtual 
Stock Market 
Challenge 
Depew High School Academy of 
Finance students competed in the 
Junior Achievement of WNY Virtual 
Stock Market 
Challenge in 
November. 
Students were 
given a portfolio 
of $25,000 to 
invest to see 
who could 
generate the 
most returns 
in 30 days. 
With over 
600 students 
across WNY 
competing, 
senior Sam 
Radka and 
sophomore 
Aubrey Corbett 
of DHS placed 
first and second 
overall! Each 
student received 
a new iPad, 
charging block, 
Visa gift card 
and other prizes. Congratulations!

Sam Radka

Aubrey Corbett

Please Note:
STEAM NIGHT 

has been postponed.
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DHS music students performed at the annual Holiday Celebration Concert on December 
13. The event started off with two pieces performed by the Jazz Band. The Jazz Band 
incorporates instruments that are not always seen in the bands, such as keyboard and guitar. 
Solos were performed by Savannah Harrington, Lauren Arena, Riley Wentlent  
and more! 
Next to the stage was the Mixed Chorus. This group performed three pieces. Their piece 
“Bidi Bom” was conducted by this year’s student teacher, Mr. Battle. 

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL

A Holiday Celebration Concert
By Rhegan Zubler, DHS Senior

IMPACT Team 
Volunteers at  
St. Luke’s Mission
The DHS IMPACT Team volunteered 
at St. Luke’s Mission on December 18. 
Students helped package meals, hang and 
organize clothing, unload donated food 
into the food pantry, and receive and 
organize Christmas gifts. The students 
worked for three hours and were a huge 
help to St. Luke’s Mission during a very 
busy time of year.

Ludmila Belsky and Bethany Fuer.

Miranda Arena, Lauren Arena, Hannah Stocklosa and Rhegan Zubler.

The Symphonic Band 
took the stage with 
three beautiful songs, 
ready to go with solos 
by Taylor Thompson 
and CJ Kanick. 
The Jazz Choir dazzled 
the crowd with their 
three songs: “Let It 
Snow,” performed by 
the entire group with 
solos by Lauren Arena, 
Jason Glinski and 
Nick Karnyski (drums), 
“I’ll Be Home For 
Christmas,” performed 
by the women with 
a solo from Miranda 
Arena, and “Jing-a-
Ling, Ling-Ling,” 
performed by a quartet 
composed of Miranda 
Arena, Lauren Arena, 
Hannah Stocklosa, and 
Rhegan Zubler. 
Concert Band performed 
next with solos played 
by Mary Grace Bauer, 
Rhegan Zubler, Audrey 
Mueller, Riley Wentlent and all of the senior band members. The Concert Band ended their 
set with the annual presentation of Leroy Anderson’s “Sleigh Ride.” 
Concert Choir was next and performed three pieces with solos by Hannah Stocklosa and 
Lauren Arena, as well as percussion ensemble, Nick Karnyski, Tyler Karnyski, Michael 
Nikonowicz and Shane Russell, and Mr. Randy Czosnyka on cello. 
To wrap up the eventful night the choirs combined into one to perform the funny song 
“Fruitcake.” Accompanied by creative dance moves, Dylan Thomas performed a solo. The 
last song of the night was that of “A Holiday Sing-Along,” an annual tradition,  
where each band and chorus member comes together to perform the song. The concert was 
full of beautiful music and the holiday spirit. Congratulations to all performers and their 
teachers! 
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DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Innovation Lab
The Depew High School Innovation 
Lab was busy preparing for the 
holiday season. In the Technology 
Lab, students used and prepared 
reclaimed cedar lumber to design 
and build a wooden spiral tree that 
stands over seven feet tall! Topping 
the tree was a 3D printed tree topper 
of the famous Depew Wildcat. In 
the Library Media Center, students 
made over 15 woven winter hats to 
donate to Depew Threads and help 
the school community stay warm. 
Students also worked cooperatively 
on giant puzzles to beautify the 
walls of the high school library, took 
advantage of the 3D printers, and had regular chess tournaments. 

DECA Team Succeeds at Regionals
Congratulations to the DECA 
team for their success at 
DECA Regionals in December. 
A big shout out to finalists. 
Coming in first place were 
Kendall Lepczyk in Hotel 
& Lodging Management 
and Lauren Jaskier in Retail 
Merchandising. Also coming 
in second place were Jordan 
Kanick in Human Resource 
Management and Theresa 
Kaus in Entrepreneurship!

Academy of 
Finance News
The Depew High School Academy of 
Finance had a busy holiday season. In 
November, the AOF held a Thanksgiving 
Feast, complete with a buffet meal and 
dessert, 
bingo, 
prizes, 
games and 
more! 
In December, 
students 
made and 
sold wooden 
ornaments 
to purchase 
toys and gift 
cards for 
families they “adopted” for the holiday 
season. They also received donations 
from many AOF students and their 
families! Their efforts allowed them to 
supply 14 children with holiday gifts.
In January, seniors presented their 
Financial Plans to advisory board 
members. Students worked all semester 
researching various topics including 
budgeting, investing, insurance, and 
retirement planning to develop a lifelong 
financial plan. AOF members also 
enjoyed a trip to Disney with Leadership 
students. 

Pictured from left, Keith Wojciechowski, Mr. Cooper, 
Justin Collins, Byrce Nowak, Nathan McDonnell, Owen 
Banaszak and Mr. Nolan.

Stacee Bryan

French Department News
DHS French students enjoyed a festive month 
studying how the French celebrate the holidays. 
Students sang songs, played games, performed 
holiday skits and enjoyed treats à la français. 
One of the high points was our World Language 
Clubs’ joint holiday party, which featured 
student-made buche de Noel, French Christmas 
cakes. French 4 students celebrated December 
6, St. Nicholas Day, à la française!  They made 
paper shoes for St. Nic to fill with candies and 
gingerbread treats and they made paper hats like 
the one worn by Nicholas. 

Addisyn Smaczniak French 4 students made St. Nicholas paper hats. 

Pictured from left, Aubrey Corbett, Natalie Witt, Jordan Kanick, 
Kendall Lepczyk, Lauren Jaskier and Theresa Kaus.
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Student Council Food Drive
The DMS Student Council 
Holiday Food Drive once again 
came to a successful end! A total 
of 16 cases of non-perishable 
foods and canned goods were 
collected by all three grade 
levels. These donations were 
combined with the donations 
collected by The Fraternal Order 
of Eagles and distributed to 
Depew Middle School families 
in need. A generous donation 
was made to the Student 
Council from the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles as a thank you 
for their continued support. 
Student Council Advisor Mr. Carlino, along with the officers and members, wish to thank 
all of those who contributed, showing once again what it means to be Depew Wildcat.

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

Pictured are Heather Yates, Zoey Harrington, 
Alexis Kuhl and Ms. Wiertel

12 Days of Christmas 
DMS had a great time this year 
celebrating the “12 Days of Christmas.” 
Each day had a different theme and 
students showed their holiday spirit by 
dressing up for each day. The 12th day 
saw a visit from the jolly man in red, who 
traveled to all three buildings to share the 
Christmas spirit. Students were excited 
to see Santa and Sandy the service dog, 
wearing her holiday bandana.

The Depew Middle School Student Council collected food 
donations for Depew families to be distributed by the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles. 

NJHS Reverse Advent Calendar
Mrs. Garver and Mrs. Iwanicki, co-advisors of National Junior Honor Society, would like 
to thank all of the DMS NJHS members who participated in the Reverse Advent Calendar 
Service Project in November/December. They were able to collect over 170 items to 
contribute to the DMS Student Council Holiday Food Drive. 

Welcome Mr. Teresa
New middle school ELA teacher Mr. 
Don Teresa worked with students in Mr. 
Carlino’s seventh grade social studies 
class. He pushed in to help kids work on 
an essay about American government. 

Pictured are 2021-2022 NJHS Officers, Johanna Hernandez, Mason McGloin, Cameron Christiano and 
Olivia Toolen.

Pictured are Mr. Teresa with Teagan Muldoon 
and Kendra Chludzinski.



7

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
DMS Spelling Bee
The 2022 DMS Spelling Bee Finals were 
held on January 13th. Congratulations to 
seventh grader, Grace Stuber, who correctly 
spelled the word “derrick” to claim the title of 
Champion. Grace will advance to the WNY 
Spelling Bee this spring. Isabelle Barzycki, 
grade seven, placed second in the event. 
Twenty-two spellers competed in this year’s 
competition. Spelling Bee finalists included, 
Bailey Adamczyk, Claire Anderson, Isabelle 
Barzycki, Killian Budd, Cecelia Diebold, 
David Edwards, Cole Fedeson, Laman 
Hasan, Farhan Howlader, Rehan Howlader, 
Gabriella Kelm, Claire Lanthier, Jackson 
McVea, Courtney Olewniczak, Leonidas 
Reinhardt, Georgia Seamans, Radfan Shaibi, 
Grace Stuber, Alexander Sulzbach, Avery 
Sywak, Heather Yates and Layla Zielinski. 
Congratulations to all the finalists!

Learning Coding 
in Innovation 
Station
Mrs. Rosch’s eighth grade Innovation 
Station classes have been working on 
using block coding and Makey Makey 
computer mother boards to design their 
own video game controllers. Students 
started by designing controllers for 
themselves and then branched into 
other areas, including thinking of how 
controllers could be designed to help 
make video games more accessible 
and enjoyable for people with physical 
differences. 
Students experimented in many ways, 
from what the apps could allow for, to the 
conductivity of different materials used 
in construction of the controllers. Some 
students have chosen to continue to work 
with the resources outside of regular class 
time to design musical instruments and 
other types of controllers, including joy 
sticks. 

Pictured are Josh Strauss, Brianna Brooks, 
and Robert Zielinski test the conductivity of 
different materials. Pictured are 2022 DMS Spelling Bee finalists. 

Congratulations to all!

Grace Stuber and Isabelle Barzycki.
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Penny Wars Raises Over $5,000 
for Oishei Hospital
Cayuga Heights Elementary collected spare change to make a difference this holiday 
season! One penny at a time, the students and staff at Cayuga Heights Elementary raised 
over $5,500 for Oishei Children’s Hospital. 
Through the friendly school-wide competition 
of Penny Wars and staff dress down days the 
school-community was able to come together  
in giving back to a meaningful cause. 
This was the second successful Penny Wars 
fundraiser sponsored by the Cayuga Heights 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), but this 
year was even more special because the funds 
were donated in support of a Cayuga Kid who 
is battling cancer. 
“I want to give the biggest and most sincere 
thank you to the Cayuga Heights School 
Community for making Penny Wars such a 
huge success this year! My heart is so full from 
the dedication that our students had to this 
event, it truly brings tears to my eyes. What an 
amazing community to be a part of!” Penny 
Wars Chairperson and school physical therapist 
Mrs. Natalie Napierala said. 
To incentivize the students, 24 teachers agreed 
to compete for a hot chocolate party for their 
class where they would dress in crazy, silly 
holiday apparel. Students loved seeing the 
decorated jugs fill up during the two-week 
event.
The competition was stiff, but Mrs. Cerifko’s 
second-grade class raised the most change with 
a total of $857.53. 
Cayuga Heights is a Lighthouse certified 
Leader in Me school. This amazing fundraiser 
is one more way students are using the 7 Habits 
to be leaders. 
“This plays into Habit 4 (Everyone Can Win) 
because no matter which classroom wins the 
hot chocolate party, every single student is a winner because they are helping other children 
by donating. Also, Habit 6 (Synergize) because this school-wide event has really brought 
everyone together. Even though the competition was fierce, the students know that together 
they are all making a difference,” Mrs. Napierala added. 
A special thank you to Cayuga Heights families for their generosity and to Penny Wars  
Co-Chair Maureen LaMarca and the Good Neighbors Credit Union for counting all of  
the change! 
Mrs. Napierala was recognized for her efforts by Erie County Legislator Frank Todaro.

Cayuga Heights 
Marches to the  
Souper Bowl
Cayuga kids collected 600 cans of soup 
in the 
two 
weeks 
leading 
up to the 
Super 
Bowl as 
part of a 
Souper 
Bowl 
food 
drive. 
Kindness 
Club 
students went on the announcements 
every morning to remind Cayuga Kids 
about this opportunity to help people in 
our community. All cans of soup were 
donated to the Tri-Community Food 
Pantry in Depew. The Souper Bowl 
is another part of the Cayuga Heights 
goal of completing one service-learning 
project per month to help people in our 
neighborhoods. 

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Pictured are first grader Brayden 
Mangione and kindergartener 
Audrey VanDuser.

Valentines for Veterans
This month, classes from Cayuga Heights 
made valentines that were shared with 
veterans 
through 
cooperation 
with the 
offices of 
two local 
legislators. 
Cayuga 
Kids 
learned 
about the 
sacrifice 
made 
by our 
country’s 
veterans and show their appreciation 
through this project every year.

Olivia Juszkiewicz and 
Jameson McClure.

Mrs. Cerifko and Mya Culley
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German Holiday 
Traditions
Mrs. Niedermeier’s kindergartners learned about 
German traditions in a Holidays Around the 
World unit. They decorated gingerbread houses 
and Tannenbaums (fir trees). 

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Kindness Club 
Ms. Tedesco, the new Kindness Counts 
Club advisor, has welcomed second and 
third grade students to help her with tasks 
that disperse love, respect and kindness 
throughout the school and community. 
Ms. Tedesco created Kindness Stations 
which offer encouraging words to 
students and staff within the building. 
The Kindness Station, located in the 
main hallway, offered cut-out hearts that 
students could write positive messages 
on and place them around the school to 
inspire others to be kind. In the first two 
days of these bulletin boards being up, 
students wrote on OVER 100 HEARTS! 
In February, Kindness Club leaders made bracelets and cards for children who are at Oishei 
Hospital. Kindness Week was February 14th to the 18th. The Kindness Club asked that 
Cayuga students 
and staff participate 
in dress up days to 
encourage others 
to spread love and 
kindness! Members 
placed hearts and 
positive messages 
on student lockers, 
teachers’ doors, and 
throughout each 
hallway. Some of 
the Kindness Club 
members even 
presented at one of 
the PTO meetings 
to relay information 
about all the 
wonderful things the 
club does for others. 
Do you have ideas  
for Kindness Club? Feel free to share them with Ms. Tedesco! Look out for more ways  
to participate in the future. Always remember... “In a world where you can be anything,  
BE KIND!”

New Math 
Opportunities at 
Cayuga Heights
Cayuga Heights mathematicians 
have taken advantage of some new 
opportunities this year.  First, the 
introduction of the Building Fact 
Fluency program (created by math 
leaders/educators Graham Fletcher & 
Tracy Johnston Zager) across grades 
kindergarten through five. There 
are two kits available: one featuring 
addition and subtraction while the other, 
multiplication and division. The goal 
is to help students improve their math 
facts by developing a deep, conceptual 
understanding and procedural fluency 
at the same time. The kits have been a 
positive resource when participating in 
highly engaging activities that promote 
conversations while using games, images 
and more.  
Another new offering this year that 
some classrooms are embracing is LIVE 
student lessons hosted by Greg Tang, 
who promotes a more intuitive approach 
to math.  Lesson topics have included 
comparative and measurement word 
problems, fractions, and other key topics 
for all operations specific to each grade 
level and their standards. Classes wrap it 
up with a Tang dance party to celebrate 
their learning! For an added bonus, visit 
tangmath.com/games to try your skills at 
some of the Tang math games at home.

Elijah Milasinovic, Olivia Ditta, Gino Napierala, Ayla Talmac, Mackzenzie 
Rodgers, Sophia O’Connor, Addison Swiderski, Anders Lundberg, Jack 
Hoffman, Cierra and Andrew Grzybek, Cooper Dunning, Harper Coyle, 
Kennedy Witkowski, Blake Slowinski and Gianna Bruno.

Kinsley Keen Grayson Welt

Pictured above from Mrs. Lundberg’s third 
grade class are Elijah Milasinovic, Joshua 
Staszak, Richard Fredericks and Derek Parks.

Anders Lundberg and Anna Ley take hearts from the 
kindness bulletin board.
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Turkeys in 
Disguise
To celebrate Thanksgiving Cayuga 
Heights Elementary kindergarten and 
first grade students attempted to save 
turkeys from Thanksgiving dinner. 

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Third Grade Creators Club
The Third Grade Creators Club is back up and running this year at Cayuga Heights! Over 
55 students participate in the club. Students completed a Recycled Animal Night Light 
Makerspace Challenge. Following the engineering and design process, students created  
their animals using recycled plastic bottles, various craft supplies, LED bulbs and batteries. 
Mrs. Pulaski and Mrs. Bulas have been very impressed with the creativity the students 
brought to their designs. It’s also a great opportunity for students from different classes 
to work, learn and create together. We are looking forward to working with all our club 
members in the rest of our sessions this year.

Pictured are Colton Richards, Vincent Habitzruther, Jenna Abdelhaq, Lily Kinderman, Cameron Kutas, 
Sophia O’Connor, Kennedy Kegler, Jamison Kegler, Addison Swiderski and Zoey Weipert.

The students found imaginative ways 
to disguise their turkeys to keep them 
safe. Ideas included superheroes, Disney 
characters, Santa and even Josh Allen 
as depicted by kindergartner Zachary 
Fowler. 

Field Trip!
The third-grade students in  
Mrs. Smazniak’s class enjoyed a visit 
to the Buffalo Museum of Science!

Kindergarten Readers Use Pointer Power
Mrs. Valint’s kindergarten 
students received a special tool 
to help them with their reading! 
Readerman delivered their 
pointer power lights to help them 
as they learn to track print and 
read the words on each page. 
They put their shining light under 
each of the words as they read! 

Pictured are Rowen Schoonover, 
Andrew Lesinski, Isabella DeRinzo 

and Connor Mahaney

Black History Month
Cayuga Heights is celebrating Black History month throughout the month of February.  On 
the first and last day of each week, students are reading quotes over the announcements 
from prominent figures in black history. In addition, each class is creating a Google Slide to 
celebrate the accomplishments of various historical figures.
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Kids Heart Challenge
Each year, Cayuga Heights participates in the 
American Heart Association’s “Kids Heart 
Challenge.” The Kids Heart Challenge is a fun 
and exciting event where students learn about 
their hearts while helping others by raising money 
for the American Heart Association.
This year’s Kids Heart Challenge event kicked 
off on February 1st and will run through February 
28th, with a fundraising goal of $7,000. In the 
first week, Cayuga Heights was able to raise 
$3,873.25! 
As a thank you to those students who help raise 
money for this wonderful cause, students will 
receive cool “thank you gifts” from the American 
Heart Association. Students that raise $250 or 
more will earn the chance to do a pie toss with the 
Cayuga Heights physical education teachers!
Please spread the word to help us reach our goal 
and save lives! We are an online only donation 
school, no cash will be accepted. Visit the Cayuga 

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Solving Word Problems
Students in Mrs. Schaaf’s class joined a live student session, via Zoom, with Greg Tang to 
solve take-apart word problems!

Global School  
Play Day
Kindergarten Kiddos in Mrs. Valint’s 
classroom participated in Global School 
Play 
Day on 
February 
2. Global 
School 
Play Day 
promotes 
social-
emotional 
learning 
through 
play and 
discovery. Children had the opportunity 
to rotate in several different centers and 
build real-life problem-solving skills as 
well as being effective communicators 
with their group. It was an incredible 
afternoon of engineering, physics and 
creativity. Purposeful play is an important 
part of their growth and development and 
students had some fun too!

Pictured are Noah Kieser, Abigail Kowalski, 
Austin McGill, Zaiden Wright, Bryson Poules, 
James Velho, Ethan Park, Connor Mahaney, 
Natalee Book, Melody Kicak, Sadie Robinson 
and Isabella DeRinzo.

Pictured are Matthew Redman, Ella Bishop, 
Laina Obermeier and Mackenzie Bush.

Heights website more information, www.depewschools.org/o/ches. 
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AP English Field Trip
Mr. Endres’s AP English 12 class enjoyed 
a performance of the classic play “Waiting 
for Godot” at the Irish Classical Theatre in 
downtown Buffalo on February 9.  Students 
enjoyed the intellectual challenge presented 
by the story as well as the physical humor, 
witty dialogue, and post-show talkback with 
the cast.  Students commented that they 
especially liked the great acting, and front 
row seats in the theater’s intimate seating 
arrangement.

Counselor 
Appreciation Week
Student representatives from Mrs. Smith, 
Mrs. Barsottelli, Mrs. Schaaf, Mrs. Reiner 
and Ms. Reiner’s class presented Ms. Eden 
with a poster in honor of counselor 
appreciation week!

Skilled Trades Expo
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 
6-8pm • Depew High School

Middle & High School Families Welcome!
Learn about great career opportunities at 
this free event! Ask questions and watch 
live demonstrations!
• Electrical
• Construction
• Welding
• Masonry
• HVAC
• Maintenance
• Machinist
• Floor Layers
• Pile Driving
• Bricklayer
• Tile Setter
• Automotive
• Tool & Die Maker
• Cosmetologist
• Stenographer
• Heavy Equipment Operator
• Landscaper and more!
*Masks are required.

Picured are Shane Norton, Caleb Cybulski, 
Christopher Burckhalter, Ms. Eden, Addison 
Swiderski, Nikko Carrow and Benjamin Rohr.


