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BEA senior Grace 
Cessna has been 

named a National Merit 
Commended Student. 
Commended students 
are chosen from the top 
50,000 out of the 1.5 
million students who 
took the PSAT/NMSQT® 
during their junior year.

Grace is a member 
of the school's Positive 
Behavior (PBIS) team, 
Botball, and Student 
Government. As a Chief 

Science Officer for the 
school, she created an action plan to get the district involved 
in science and has conducted science demonstrations 
for elementary students. She is also a student leader for 
the Centre Chief Science Officers. Last summer, Grace 
attended the National Student Leadership Conference 
at American University in Washington, DC. Grace 
plans to attend college to study Aerospace Engineering.

Superintendent’s 
Message
Scott Graham
scott.graham@beasd.org
(814) 355-4860
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BEA senior and Central Pennsylvania 
Institute of Science and Technology 
(CPI) student Kamryn Martin 
pauses as she demonstrates CPI's 
simulation mannequin during a tour. 
BEA ninth-graders toured the facility 
on January 26. 
Photo credit: Arianna Richards
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Introducing BEA's New Safety and Security 
Prevention Officer

Grace Cessna 
Named National Merit 
Commended Student

BEA senior Matthew 
Knepp has earned  a 

Naval Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (NROTC) 
Scholarship worth 
$185,000. Matt was 
surprised with the news 
during BEA’s wrestling 
match against Brookville 
on December 23.

Matt plans to 
use the scholarship 
to study Biomedical 
Engineering at Penn 
State. His interest in the 

military has sparked a 
desire to create prosthetics, a career that he can 
continue to pursue after leaving military service.

In addition to wrestling, Matt is a member of the 
soccer and track and field teams. He is president of 
NHS and a section captain in Marching Band. When 
not at school, he participates in his church’s youth 
group and holds a part-time job at Weis Market.

Matthew Knepp 
Receives NROTC 

Scholarship

The Bald Eagle Area School District has a new Safety and Security Prevention 
Coordinator. Mrs. Franie Pollack’s first day in the district was January 31. 
She was hired after the Board of Directors approved an updated description 
for the position at its November meeting. 

Mrs. Pollack comes to the district after a career in law enforcement. After 
positions at the Penn State Harrisburg and Highspire Police Departments, 
she moved to Centre County, serving with Penn State’s University Park Police 
Department. Most recently, she was the school police officer for St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Academy in Boalsburg. She currently lives in Warriors Mark with her 
husband Chris and their son Noah.

In the new position, Mrs. Pollack will develop prevention-based safety 
and security programming and will coordinate a threat assessment team that 
includes administrators, the school police officer, faculty, and staff. 

“I’m looking forward to making Bald Eagle think of ways that we can all 
work as a community to ensure the safety and security of everyone,” she 
said. “It’s everybody’s job.”

Mrs. Pollack’s main office is located in BEA’s administration building.
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Happy 2022 everyone! I was certainly hoping that by now, we would 
no longer be dealing with COVID. Unfortunately, that is not the case. 
However, with the start of a new year, there have been positive trends.

It appears that we have peaked with Omicron COVID cases in early 
to mid-January, because we have noticed a downward trend since then, 
overall, district-wide.

As I said last year, change is never easy, and adapting to new guidelines 
and procedures has, at times, tested everyone’s patience. However, I want 
to thank the faculty and staff, students, parents, and the BEA Community 
as a whole on working together to begin getting us back to a sense of 
“normalcy.” The road, at times, has been bumpy, but as I write this article 
in February, we have all come a long way during these unprecedented 
times.

It is my hope that things continue to improve, and we are able to do 
traditional activities, including field trips, Miss BEA, the prom, and other 
end of the year activities that have been negatively impacted the past two 
years.

There are many positives to report. We have increased mental health 
services for students this year. As the scheduling process begins at the 
high school, more dual enrollment opportunities will be available to 
our students, allowing them to take college courses, while remaining on 
campus, at greatly reduced rates, and the Multi-Tiered Support System 
(MTSS) has been a part of the middle school and eventually, the high 
school.

There were concerns that with all the upheaval COVID has caused, 
many students would experience learning loss. While that has happened 
to some degree, the overall trend looks positive and may not negatively 
impact students as much as previously thought. Our Cyber School (BEA 
Cyber Academy) continues to thrive, and we continue to offer curriculum 
that meets the needs of all students and will continue to “fine tune” our 
program and provide flexibility to students interested in taking cyber 
coursework.

Recently, the Board and Teachers’ Association reached an agreement 
on a new four-year contract that will run through June 30, 2026. Attracting 
quality candidates for teaching positions and retaining excellent teachers 
is a main priority of the Board, administration, and faculty.

While I cannot predict what the future may hold, there is optimism 
that things will improve with COVID as we continue into 2022. As I write 
this message, winter sports are winding down, and it will not be long until 
spring sports begin. If you have not heard, the district will be building a 
Varsity Softball field on campus that will be completed for the 2023 season 
(barring any unforeseen issues).

Every year once we get into February, the remainder of the school year 
goes at “warp speed!” Graduation will be Friday night, June 3, with a rain 
date of Saturday morning, June 4. (Times to be determined.) I am hoping 
for a “drier” graduation this year. The seniors overwhelmingly voted to 
have it Friday night, June 3.

As always, I will keep the lines of communication open, updating 
you on important items. Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns.
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Autumn Hanrahan 
Takes on New Mental 

Health Role
What is the title of your current 
position, and what are your duties? 
My title is “School Based Clinician,” and my main duty is 
to  provide counseling services and/or Tier 3 individualized 
social/behavioral support to students.  At BEA we use the 
MTSS framework (Multi Tiered System of Supports). Tier 
1 is the education/support that all students receive. Tier 2 
provides extra support via group intervention, and Tier 3 
supports are individualized to the specific needs of that 
student and are often delivered on a 1:1  method.

Why was this position created?
Even before the pandemic, schools were seeing an increase 
in the number of students with behavioral disorders and 
mental health issues, and the ongoing pandemic has only 
amplified the problem. Levels of anxiety and depression are 
at an all-time high for adolescents. This position was created 
to not only support students with existing challenges but 
also as a preventative and early intervention measure so that 
all students can access support when it’s needed.

 

What did you do in the district before 
this current position? 
I was the School Counselor at Port Matilda Elementary.

What is your previous background 
in the field before coming to BEA? 
I started my career as a Music Therapist at an inpatient 
psychiatric facility in Virginia. I still love music and 
use it as much as possible when working with students. 
After a few years, I did a dual focus masters degree and 
became licensed as both a school counselor and a Licensed 
Professional Counselor (LPC). I found myself working with 
a lot of young clients in both the school setting and within the 
foster care setting where I worked as an outpatient therapist, 
so I continued my education with a specialization in Play 
Therapy, which is the basis of how I work with younger 
students. I believe wholeheartedly that even the youngest 
children can learn to express and regulate complicated 
emotions, problem-solve and learn new coping strategies 

when those skills are presented in a language that they are 
already comfortable with, which is play.

How are students referred to you? 
Most come through the MTSS, IEP (Individualized 
Education Program) or SAP (Student Assistance Program)
teams. Some come directly from principals, psychologists, 
or school counselors, and sometimes parents or the students 
themselves reach out to ask for support with specific 
problems.

 MTSS teams use school testing data and universal 
screening techniques to identify and provide early 
intervention for academic and behavioral issues that may 
impede the learning process. Through universal screenings, 
older students have the opportunity to self-report their own 
perceived social and emotional struggles. 

School SAP teams work in conjunction with a community 
liaison to identify issues such as alcohol, tobacco, or other 
drug and mental health issues that pose a barrier to student 
success.

IEP teams work on behalf of an individual student to 
plan all of the special education instruction, supports, and 
services a student needs to thrive in school.

What might a typical day look like 
for you? 
A typical day could include individual counseling sessions 
at the secondary level to help students manage strong 
emotions, cope with significant life changes or make a 
needed behavioral change; a small group to help students 
learn to manage social situations, stress, or anger; a play 
therapy session at the elementary level to help students 
express their emotions or focus attention; consultations  
with school teams (teachers/counselors); and time to confer 
with family members and check student progress.

You work with both elementary and 
secondary students. Do you see 
unique challenges in the different 
age groups?
Yes, I work with students at all levels, and although the 
problems can be similar, the approach to dealing with 
them varies greatly. Younger students are typically more 
comfortable expressing themselves through creative means: 
They fairly universally enjoy play, make-believe scenarios, 
sandtray activities or art, and they’re often open to trying 
new skills like deep breathing techniques or mindfulness. 
Older students are more difficult (if not impossible) to 
generalize. You have to remember that their developmental 

undertaking is to detach from significant adults and that 
in their world peer relationships are paramount, which 
leaves them emotionally sensitive and often unprepared 
to deal with social disappointments. Some students enjoy 
connecting through creative activities like art and music, 
but some decidedly do not. Most are able, but are often 
not yet comfortable directly discussing problems; they 
may either really like or really dislike engaging in self-
reflection. The challenge with older students is to find a way 
to authentically connect in a way that allows them to view 
you as a support and collaborator rather than another adult 
“telling me what to do.”

What do you see as the greatest 
challenges facing students right 
now? 
 
I think the ongoing pandemic, along with this climate of 
social division, has been challenging for students and adults 
alike. Students thrive when daily routines and consistent 
expectations are in place, and over the past two years we’ve 
faced so many inconsistencies—policy and procedural 
changes, quarantines, online classes and assignments—
along with the changing financial landscape due to loss of 
loved ones or loss of income. This has put an unprecedented 
level of stress on students, teachers, and families alike. 

One of the basic needs of adolescents is to feel socially 
connected; however, much of their social contact is 
online, which makes them actually feel disconnected and 
leaves them vulnerable to harsh negative judgements from 
“friends” or complete strangers. 

Additionally, youth need to feel accepted and supported 
to thrive, and this can be incredibly difficult when news 
and social media outlets so often polarize our differences, 
making many student feel “otherized” and unsupported or, 
alternatively, forced to fit into a mold that doesn’t reflect 
who they are.

What else should we know about 
you?
One of the things I love about working with young people 
is the thought that the positive changes they make now can 
help shape the rest of their lives. It's incredibly rewarding 
to watch a student learn to reframe the negative thoughts 
that hold them back from participating in things they enjoy 
or learn coping skills to calm anxiety and improve their 
grades. When students learn to communicate effectively 
and share their needs with others, it improves relationships 
with friends, families and teachers. Finding healthy ways 
to express anger and problem-solve in a collaborative 
manner sets students up to be more successful students and 
eventually employees.

MENTAL HEALTH

Autumn Hanrahan, previously an elementary 
school counselor, recently discussed her role as 
the district's new School Based Clinician. 

FOCUS ON 
MENTAL 
HEALTH
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The High School Positive Behavior and Intervention Support Team applied for and was awarded an 
$8,000 School-Based Behavioral Health Grant.  The funds will be used to expand our PBIS efforts to 
support students.  On February 21, 2022, school staff were trained in Youth Mental Health First Aid, 
including common signs and symptoms of mental health and substance use challenges, particularly 
signals of a mental health crisis and warning signs of suicide.  According to the National Center for 
Health Statistics, suicide is the second-leading cause of death for youth age 15–19.  

All tenth-grade students will be trained in Teen Mental Health First Aid (tMHFA).   Students will learn  
how to identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental health and substance use challenges in their 
friends and peers.  The training will provide our students with the skills to have supportive conversations 
with their friends and to get help from a responsible and trusted adult.  

Restorative Practices
The Bald Eagle Area School District is expanding the Positive Behavior Intervention and Support 
Program (PBIS) to include the use of Restorative Practices.  Restorative Practices are based upon 
scientific data that show that they strengthen community ties and help foster safe and supportive school 
climates.   Certified trainers by the  International Institute for Restorative Practices (IIRP) trained all 
school staff at the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year, and staff will receive further professional 
development in the spring.

To be “restorative” means to develop good relationships and to restore a sense of belonging in 
an increasingly disconnected world. According to the Restorative Practices Handbook, one of the 
underlying principles of Restorative Practices is that “human beings are happiest, healthiest and most 
likely to make positive changes in their behavior when those in positions of authority do things WITH 
them rather than TO them or FOR them.” 

Bald Eagle Area School District embraces the concept of restorative practices, and we hope it 
creates a more positive school climate for all students, parents,  and community members, built upon  
positive, kind and supportive relationships.  

Resource: 

Costello, B., Wachtel, B., & Wachtel,T. (2019).  The restorative practices handbook for teachers, 
disciplinarians and administrators (2nd ed.).  International Institute  for Restorative Practices.

MENTAL HEALTH

Mental Health Updates
Marilee Close, School Counselor

Mental Health Grant

Resources:

If you or someone you know needs immediate 
help, call 911. 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Call 800-273-TALK (8255)

Crisis Text Line:
Text “MHFA” to 741-741 for free 24/7 crisis 

counseling.
Visit www.crisistextline.org

Learn more about Mental Health First Aid:
Mental Health First Aid USA
www.MentalHealthFirstAid.org/

Please contact the school counseling office for 
additional resources and support. 

Valarie Bailey, special education 
paraeducator at Bald Eagle Area 

Middle/High School, passed away on 
January 9, 2022. A 1983 BEA alumna, 
Mrs. Bailey leaves behind her four 
children: Kristin Leonberger and her 
husband Josh; Jeremy St. Clair and 
his wife Nicole; Michael Bailey; and 
Madelyn Bailey. She is also survived 
by five grandchildren: Apryle, 
Hayden, Brady, Dereck, and Grant; 
her significant other, Kevin Borger; 
two brothers; two sisters; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Mrs. Bailey was known 
throughout the school for her kindness 
and compassion with students and 
adults alike. Middle school teacher 
Mrs. Jodie Long, said, “Mrs. Bailey 
would give her time, attention, and 
care to everyone around her, whether 
that student or teacher was ‘assigned 
to her’ or not. She always had a 
smile, a kind word to say, and a way 
of connecting to those around her.” 
Fellow paraeducator Mrs. Mandy 
Wooding, agreed: “Valarie was a kind, 
caring human with love in her heart 
for everyone.  She knew how to make 
people feel seen and heard.”

Social studies teacher Mrs. Kristen 
McCarty often worked with Mrs. 
Bailey. “I have never met a kinder, 
gentler, or more generous soul,” Mrs. 
McCarty said. “She gave her all to 
the students under her care, offering a 
kind word or a bit of encouragement.    
Students would warmly greet her 
whenever she came into the room.  
They would be equally disappointed 
when she was not in attendance.”

During the 2021-2022 school 
year, Mrs. Bailey worked extensively 

with middle school emotional support 
teacher Heidi Ridgway. “Valarie's 
kindness and compassion for all 
BEA students is incomparable,” Mrs. 
Ridgway said. “Not only did she 
provide a listening ear for students 
when they needed someone to lean on, 
but she also offered the same support 
to staff members in the building as 
well. Valarie will be deeply missed 
by everyone, but especially those who 
had her as a cheerleader on their side,” 

Jeremy St. Clair, Mrs. Bailey’s 
son, saw the same empathy in his 
mother’s personal life. “Her nurturing, 
kind, and gentle spirit made her very 
approachable. I could talk to my mom 
about anything,” he said. “She was 
genuine in every interaction. Her 
compassion came through each time 
she asked you, ‘How are you doing?’” 

Mrs. Bailey’s caring approach 
carried over into her other position as 
a customer service representative at 
Sam’s Club. Her coworker Pete Coray 

remembers her as “a kind person and a 
hard worker.” As she checked receipts 
at the store’s exit, Mrs. Bailey always  
queried about the well-being of friends 
and acquaintances coming through the 
line, often prompting a shopper in a 
busy line to step aside and carry on the 
conversation at a calmer moment.

Mrs. Bailey was also known for 
her love of the outdoors. “Mom had 
a love of gardening,” her son Jeremy 
said. “She could grow anything—
flowers, vegetables, you name it. It 
was a very natural skill for her.” She 
had recently developed a love for Lake 
Erie, in all seasons. “This was mom’s 
happy place,” Jeremy said. “Kevin 
introduced this to her; they would 
camp, hike, fish, and make it there any 
chance they could.”

Students touched by Mrs. Bailey’s 
life coped with her loss by creating 
tributes to her memory. Middle school 
student Chase Mann created a Google 
Slide Show in tribute to her. Mrs. 
Roxanne Miller’s eighth-grade English 
classes created an apple-shaped word 
cloud of adjectives describing Mrs. 
Bailey, including descriptors such as 
“wise,” “kind,” and “selfless.” High 
school student Fay Abu-Shaheen 
wrote a memorial poem, reading it at 
the school’s Unified Bocce match on 
January 14.  

VALARIE BAILEY
REMEMBERING A DEVOTED 

PARAEDUCATOR

"She was a giver of 
her time, a giver of 
things, and a giver of 
her love."

6    Winter /Spring 2022
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Sounds of Joy
Port Matilda Rings with Singing

The streets of Port Matilda were filled with the sounds of 
Christmas on the afternoon of December 15. After the 

previous school year with no public performances because 
of the pandemic, Port Matilda Elementary students and staff 
spent some time Christmas caroling in the neighborhood 
surrounding the school.

According to third-grade teacher Mrs. Sarah Stere, the 
group walked to homes of students who were quarantined 
due to COVID exposure, knocking on the door before 
standing outside singing the seasonal favorites “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer,” “Jingle Bells,” and “We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas.”  The carolers also visited the homes of 
other residents who were home during the day.

After traveling through town, students returned to the 
school, where they performed for parents who were waiting 
on the blacktop. 

“It was fun that we could all sing together,” said fifth-
grade student Ava Nolten. “In the past we couldn’t because 
of COVID.” In fact, this event was the first opportunity for 
students to perform for parents in two years since COVID 
guidelines precluded in-person assemblies starting in the 
spring of 2020.

The day concluded with packaged snacks for the 
students and hot chocolate inside the school for those 
students who did not leave with their parents.

Third-grade student Grace Fisher enjoyed the day. “I 
liked singing songs in front of people to make them happy,” 
she said.

Learning to Serve
Wingate Students Help Pets, Soldiers

Serving others has been a focus of Wingate Elementary 
teacher Miss Molly Gilbert’s class this year. The 

students, all in Grades 2 through 5, have spent time meeting 
the needs of animals in a local shelter and of soldiers serving 
abroad.

In December, students solicited monetary donations 
from staff members to buy supplies for Pets Come First, an 
animal shelter in Centre Hall. After Miss Gilbert notified 
building staff of the project, each student had the chance to 
approach a staff member for a donation, hand him or her a 
candy cane, and practice saying, “Thank you.” 

On December 15, the class shopped at Walmart, buying 
items that the shelter had requested: wet and dry food for 
cats and dogs, cat litter, litter scoopers, and bleach. Each 
student then chose a toy for a cat or dog. On December 17, 
the class visited the shelter, each student carrying a gift. 
After presenting their gifts, students enjoyed time in the cat 
room, feeding and cuddling the animals.

The class has also sent a care package to a soldier in 
Iraq. After packing cookies from the Penn State bakery, 
along with essentials such as mouthwash, toothbrushes, and 
a razor, each student made a card for the soldier. “We are 
also planning a care package for another soldier who was 
recently deployed,” said Miss Gilbert.

Miss Gilbert stated that teaching service to others is an 
important part of her mission. “Students know how to get,” 
she said. “In here, we learn how to give.”

Mountaintop Area Elementary School
Celebrates Canuary

Howard Students Enjoy Reindeer Games
Howard Elementary students spent an afternoon 

enjoying Reindeer Games on December 21. 
According to teacher Mrs. Amber Buchanan, the activity 

was a reward for meeting Positive Schoolwide Behavior goals 
for the month of December. To qualify to participate, each 
class needed to fill a Christmas tree with red Soaring Eagle 
tickets. Students earned tickets by displaying the school’s 
guidelines of being safe, kind, respectful, and responsible.

Each class spent 20 minutes rotating through stations 

in the gym, spending 2 ½ minutes at each game. They 
enjoyed activities such as tossing jingle bells into cups, 
using chopsticks to stack marshmallows into snowmen, 
and throwing rings onto antlers. At the end of the session, 
each participant received a bag of snowball cotton candy.

The festivities were a welcome break for the students. 
“The school was able to come together and enjoy the 
feeling of community by following schoolwide rules 
and participating in the games,” said Mrs. Buchanan.

The Mountaintop Food Bank has newly stocked 
shelves, thanks to the students at Mountaintop 
Area Elementary School. The school celebrated 
“Canuary” by collecting 
nonperishable food items from 
January 10–February 4.

According to Mountaintop 
PBIS coach Mrs. Cortney 
Schall, the school kicked off the 
food drive with a spirit week, 
“Celebrating Canuary: Think of 
Those in Need.” Suggestions 
for items to donate each day 
were provided.

Mrs. Schall said that the 
school surpassed its goal of 
500 items during the second week of the event, 
so a new goal of 1000 items by February 4 was 
set. At final count, a total of 1057 items were 
collected over the four weeks of the drive.

As a reward for meeting the first goal, the 
students and Mrs. Schall planned a second 
spirit week for the last week of the food drive. 

The students chose sports day, 
farmer/western day, camo and 
hat day, favorite sweatshirt/
sweater day, and favorite 
holiday as daily themes for the 
week. 

Food bank patrons were not 
the only ones to benefit from 
the project. Mrs. Schall sees the 
importance of giving students 
the opportunity to serve. “One 
of my favorite parts about being 
a PBIS coach is teaching our 

students the joy of giving to others,” she said. 
“Our food drive is the perfect opportunity to teach 
our students that even one item can make a 
difference to those in need.”
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STEM professional to talk to fifth-grade classes. 
CSOs typically have the opportunity to attend 

conferences throughout the country, but the pandemic has 
precluded any plans for travel this year, Mr. Besong said.

Mr. Besong would like to expand the group’s outreach. 
“During a fall cabinet meeting they brought in a lady who 
is a beekeeper, and we became interested in solitary bees. 
I went home and started watching  videos on YouTube and 
learning more about it. I think the CSOs would like to build 
homes for them and hang them all around the Environmental 
Center.”

 Mr. Besong is excited about the future of the group. 
“Just from the last half of a school year that we've had it so 
far, they've already learned so many things and done really 
impactful things.”

As an example of the impact that the CSOs are having 
on other students, Mr. Besong cites the enthusiasm that he 
saw sparking in a young girl who had watched one of their 
demonstrations. “She saw the elephant's toothpaste and 
said, ‘I want to be a scientist.’ Who knows what sort of cool 
things might come from it in the future. Hopefully there are 
more students who decide  to take science classes in high 
school and go on and do studies in college and beyond.”

Scenes from the Fall and Winter Plays:
The Scarlet Letter and Alice in Wonderland

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: The Bald Eagle Area Drama Club will present its Spring 
Musical, Little Women, on April 21, 22, and 23.

BEA’s third-grade students have been treated to some 
engaging science demonstrations this school year, 

thanks to the district’s Chief Science Officers (CSOs). The 
CSOs, all students at Bald Eagle Area High School, traveled 
to each of the district’s elementary schools to demonstrate 
phase changes using dry ice. The presentations were part of 
the CSOs’action plans for Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) awareness in the community.

CSO is a global initiative to create student leaders 
who advocate for STEM in their communities. Science 
teacher Max Besong started the program during the 2020-
2021 school year, after he was approached by Curriculum 
Director Tracy Boone.

“Mrs. Boone and I talked about just two students to start 
off the program, and Grace Cessna really stuck with it,” Mr. 

Besong said. “She did a project by herself and brought a 
couple friends along to help her. Then this year we were 
able to expand it to a lot more students, so I told Grace, 
‘You know the kind of students that we need with this. Pick 
out some people.’” In addition to Cessna, the group now 
includes Claire Andrews,  Anna Cingle, Emily Ream, Alex 
Hacker, Katherine Spicer, and Maura Cingle.

The group meets once or twice a month, Mr. Besong said. 
“When we're getting closer to one of their demonstrations, 
we meet more often. They also have meetings with other 
CSOs from nearby schools. They had a leadership training 
institute back in October. 

“Then in November we had a full cabinet meeting, 
which Grace and Anna volunteered to lead, so they're the 
student leaders of the entire Centre CSO. Next month we 
will be traveling to Actuated Medical in Bellefonte for some 
medical learning opportunities.”

The CSOs have mostly focused on elementary school 
outreach up to this point.  Last year, they did elephant’s 
toothpaste demonstrations for district second-graders. Mr. 
Besong stated that one CSO has a goal of bringing in a 

Chief Science Officers Bring STEM 
Lessons to Elementary Students

I learned that dry ice can block oxygen so the fire 
disappears. Evan, Grade 3

My favorite part was when we got to hold the 
smoke bubbles. Gabriella, Grade 3

CHIEF SCIENCE OFFICERS
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Music Honors

A familiar face appeared on television screens on New Year’s Day. 
BEA’s Band Director Kellie Long marched in the Rose Parade 

in Pasadena, CA, as part of The Band Directors Marching Band.
The 270-member band, sponsored by the Michael D. Sewell 

Memorial Foundation, made its way through the 5.5-mile parade 
route, playing arrangements of “Strike Up the Band,” “Stars and 
Stripes Forever,” and “Seventy-Six Trombones.” Accompanying the 
band was a float themed “Saluting America’s Band Directors: We 
Teach Music. We Teach Life.”  

After memorizing the music and formations on her own, Ms. Long 
traveled to Pasadena on December 28, for three days of rehearsals 
before the parade.

“The first day, we rehearsed in a ballroom because it was raining,” 
Ms. Long said. “The second day, we did rehearse in the rain. We also 
did Bandfest in the rain. All bands in the Rose Bowl Parade perform 
in this concert. We play standing still, then march around the track in 
a “Pass and Review,” so they can see what we will look like in the 
parade.”

On December 31, the band rehearsed a drill for the float to pass 
through the members and practiced what is known as the “TV Corner” 
on a closed-off street.

The experience of the parade itself was overwhelming, said Ms. 
Long. “You’re waiting, and there are bands in front of you, and you 
slowly creep up this hill. You can’t see what’s up ahead.  Then you 
turn the corner, and there are thousands and thousands of people 
in the bleachers, cheering and 
screaming.” 

Ms. Long pointed out that 
the other band members seemed 
similarly affected. “At the end of 
the parade, a lot of people cried,” 
she said. “A lot of people, with the 
size of their bands, this is the only 
way they can ever get to experience 
the Rose Bowl Parade.”

Ms. Long is sure that she will 
never experience anything like 
that feeling again. “Physically 
and mentally, it’s the hardest thing 
I’ve ever done,” she said.

District Band: (Front) *Alice Crane, 
*Hailey Houser, Jenna Hockenberry; 
(Back) *Dylan Smith, *Dylan Gehringer, 
*Michael Lewis; (Not pictured) Ava 
Murnyack      *Region Band

District Jazz Band: Dylan Gehringer, 
Alice Crane, Michael Lewis

District Chorus: Colton Wagner, *Alice 
Crane, Ava Murnyack, Nora Cole
*Region Chorus

BEA Band Director 
Marches in Rose 

Parade

On December 4, 2021, Jason Reynolds, the National 
Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, visited 

Bald Eagle Middle/High School over a Zoom webinar. 
Reynolds, in his third year in the position, is reaching out 
to rural schools to encourage students to share their own 
stories. 

An initiative of the Library of Congress, the National 
Ambassador for Young People’s Literature is dedicated 
to raising awareness of young people’s literature and its 
importance in the education and lives of young people. 
Reynolds, the seventh writer to hold the position, has written 
13 books for young people.

BEA was one of eight schools chosen to meet with 
Reynolds out of 200 proposals from schools across the 
country. English teacher Ms. Amy Nearhoof submitted the 
proposal to the Library of Congress. Prior to the webinar, 
copies of Reynolds’s  latest book, Look Both Ways: A Tale 
Told in Ten Blocks, were provided to students and staff 
members in the school.

After a short introduction by Nearhoof, Reynolds took 
questions from students Sawyer Andrews and Alice Crane. 
Nearhoof then asked him questions submitted by the student 
body. 

While speaking with Ms. Nearhoof, Reynolds focused 
on the importance of students reading literature that reflects 
their own experiences. “I believe that the biggest issue is that 

sometimes we don't explain that they have their own stories 
and that their stories are also a part of this vast landscape 
of stories that we are trying to get them to read,” he said. 
“Their stories are just as valuable if not more valuable than 
anything they're go learn in school.” 

When speaking with student ambassador Alice Crane, 
Reynolds stated that he enjoys the revision phase of the 
writing process. “It's almost the equivalent of cooking. You 
can cook a piece of chicken, but I love taking all of the food 
and then plating the food and making it all beautiful and 
then eating the food and all of the extra details like making 
sure that the food is cooked right and seasoned properly.”

Reynolds pointed out that everybody has their own 
process. “Everybody has their thing. I have a lot of friends 
who hate the rewriting part. They just love getting their 
ideas down. I like to go in and make the mess make sense.” 

When student ambassador Sawyer Andrews inquired 
about his writing style, Reynolds spoke of the importance of 
a reader feeling comfortable with a book. “The simple thing 
is the hardest thing to do. It's easy to be fancy. It's harder to 
keep it super simple and still be sophisticated.”

Reynolds closed the session by pointing out the 
importance of making sure that young people feel that 
they are being heard. “Listen to the kids. Listen to them, It 
doesn't mean they're always right, but it does mean that it's 
necessary that they know their voices matter”

National Ambassador 
for Young People's 

Literature Encourages 
BEA Middle/High 

School Students to 
Share Their Stories

12    Winter /Spring 2022

FBLA State 
Qualifiers 

(Left to right): Miya Barton, 3rd Place in 
Economics; Jordan Franks, 3rd Place in 
Business Communication; Marina Shawley, 
2nd Place in Healthcare Administration 
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After a one year online break, the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show was back this January. At its conclusion, the 

Bald Eagle FFA managed to stand out once again as students 
competed against the best in Pennsylvania. 

The 2022 Pennsylvania Farm Show, held in Harrisburg, 
PA, serves as a valuable showcase for the agriculture industry 
in Pennsylvania. Despite COVID and its many variants, the 
Farm Show went off without a hitch (with the exception of 
a van that would not start). The Bald Eagle FFA had several 
members attend the Pennsylvania Farm Show. The Mid-
Winter Convention also recognized the newest members of 
the national organization, including 10 new jacket members 
of the Bald Eagle FFA. Blue ribbons were awarded to many 
FFA members, reflecting the exemplary effort and hard 
work they have put in preparing for the Farm Show. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

JUNIOR PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST
( YOUTH AGE 9–14 )

Owen Dechow: 1st Place 

SENIOR PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST
SECTION 2 (YOUTH AGE 15–19)

Michael Lewis: 1st Place
Hailey Bucha: 2nd Place
Kayla Fitzgerald: 3rd Place

YOUTH RABBITS:

Luke Barton: Best Opposite of Variety, 1st Place Dutch 
Chocolate Junior Buck, 2nd Place Dutch Chocolate 
Junior Doe

Coleman Cramer: 1st Place Dutch Chocolate Senior Buck, 
3rd Place Dutch Chocolate Junior Doe

Kayla Fitzgerald: 3rd Place Dutch Tortoise Junior Buck
Martina Hartman: 1st Place Dutch Chocolate Junior Doe
Shawn Knepp: Best of Variety, 1st Place Dutch Tortoise 

Junior Buck
Michael Lewis: 2nd Place Dutch Tortoise Junior Buck
Mason Shay: Best Opposite of Variety, 1st Place Dutch 

Tortoise Junior Doe, 4th Place Dutch Tortoise Junior 
Buck 

HORTICULTURE:

Hailey Bucha: Best in Show Permanent Design, 1st Place 
Design for a Door, 2nd Place Dish Garden

Coleman Cramer: 1st Place Mixed Herb Garden, 2nd Place 
Miniature Succulent Garden, 3rd Place Christmas 
Wreath

Hayden Cox: 5th Place Fresh Wreaths
Calvin Dechow: Most Creative Houseplant Design, 1st 

Place Dish Garden
Isaac Dechow: 3rd Place Dish Garden
Kayla Fitzgerald: 1st Place Miniature Succulent Garden, 

2nd Place Christmas Wreath
Elliot Fye: 3rd Place Hardscape Miniature Garden
Emilee Grant: 2nd Place Hardscape Miniature Garden, 4th 

Place Christmas Wreath
Martina Hartman: 5th Miniature Succulent Garden 
Shawn Knepp: Participant Miniature Succulent Garden
Michael Lewis: 1st Place Strawberry Pot
Mason Shay: 1st Place Hardscape Miniature Garden
Madeline Zeigler: 1st Place Arboretum Miniature Garden

FFA JACKET RECIPIENTS:

Gervase Boschert
Kaden Clark
Owen Dechow
Joseph Gasper
Coleman Liner
Maksim Shapich
Kayson Tice
Olivia Vaughn
Coiya Wetzel
Michael Wesley 

Bald Eagle FFA 
Shines at 106th 
PA Farm ShowThe best way to teach a student an activity is to have them experience it. This concept is integral to FFA philosophies. 

Students receive the opportunity to have hands-on experience at activities that will benefit their future careers and lives. 
FFA implements this idea in the classroom, through SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience) projects and in working 

with the FFA organization on a national, state and local level. On occasion, students or agricultural educators may not have 
the proper resources to implement this concept. This is where Learning by Doing Grants come into play. 

Learning by Doing Grants fall into three categories: grants for agricultural educators for furthered professional 
development or improved teaching materials, student grants to improve their SAE projects, and grants for FFA chapters 
to provide teaching materials to classrooms or fund service projects. Each year, the FFA foundation will receive grant 
applications and review them in order to determine which projects will receive funding.  Students need to keep records on 
their projects and submit midyear and end-of-year reports.  Once again, Bald Eagle FFA had a number of chapter members 
successfully awarded funding.

Bald Eagle PA FFA Foundation Learning by 
Doing Grant Recipients by Isaac Dechow

Coleman Cramer
With the money I receive from the FFA Learning by Doing Grant, I will begin to 
refurbish an old metal shed into a fully functioning chicken coop.  I will purchase 
laying chicks and grow them to maturity. My goal is to produce eggs for my family 
and to sell them in my local community.

Mason Shay
For the grant I wrote in my Agriculture class, I am using the money towards 
the restoration of a 1974 Cub Cadet 1450. I bought this tractor, including 
multiple attachments, in mind of using it as a work-around-the-property piece 
of equipment but did not realize the potential value I could have if I restored it 
back to the 1974 original. Thanks to this grant, I am now in mid-restoration and  
learning throughout the process. 

Hailey Bucha
By combining my two passions of working with animals and making all sorts of 
crafts, I have started my own small fiber business raising Angora rabbits and 
Angora goats for the use of their fiber in my business.  Over the past three years, 
the Learning by Doing Grant has supported me and helped me with growing my 
business.  This year I wrote my grant towards purchasing an electric carder.  
Having access and the ability to use a motorized carder will allow me to prepare 
fiber for the spinning process faster and more efficiently. 
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BEA Athletes to 
Play at Collegiate 

Level

Sports Highlights

Katelyn Smitchko has signed her 
letter of intention to play softball 
at Maryland Eastern Shore.

(Left to right) Front: Carson Nagle (Football 2nd Team Offense), Maddie Perry (2nd 
Team Volleyball), Camron Watkins (Football 2nd Team Offense and Defense), Falen 
McHenry (Soccer 1st Team), Gavin Eckley (Football 1st and 2nd Team Defense); 
Middle: Kaden Burns (Football 1st Team Offense), Colton Wagner (Cross Country 1st 
team), Cadence Stem (Soccer 1st Team), Hunter McCool (Football 1st Team Offense 
and Defense), Autumn Tobias (Soccer 2nd Team), Garrett Burns (Football 1st Team 
Offense and 2nd Team Defense); Back: Tre Greene (Football First Team Defense), 
Carter Stere (Soccer 2nd Team), Max Yetsko (Football 1st Team Defense), Jacob 
Saldana (Soccer 1st Team), Owen Irvin (Football 2nd Team Offense)

New Softball Field

Grace Stem will wrestle for Lock 
Haven University.

BEA’s Softball Team will have a new field on school grounds, 
with a planned opening in time for the 2023 season, according to 
Superintendent Scott Graham.

At its January meeting, the Board of Directors approved 
the building process. The district will work with an architectural 
engineering firm to develop building specifications, with options for 
several locations on the Middle/High School property. Bids for the 
project will them be solicited, with the acceptance of the winning bid 
slated for March or April of this year.

The team currently plays its home games at the Milesburg Little 
League Complex. 

During the annual Homecoming game at Alumni 
Stadium on October 15, Claire Andrews, escorted 
by Carter Stere, was named the 2021 Homecoming 
Queen. The Eagles trounced Bellefonte 48-0 that 
night, recapturing the Curtain Bowl. 

Alex Gavlock has committed to 
playing baseball for Penn State 
Dubois.

Mountain League All-Stars

Meet BEA's Inaugural Girls' 
Wrestling Team

SPORTS

Falen McHenry was named to the PA Soccer 
Coaches Association All-State Team. Maddie Perry 
was named to the PA Volleyball Coaches Association 
All-State Team. Gavin Eckley and Hunter McCool 
were named to the PA Football News All-State Team.

Homecoming Highlights Sarah Stake Named New 
Cross Country Coach

Athletes Named
to All-State Teams

Cameron Corl-Alton, Grace Crestani, Eden Eveleth, 
and Grace Stem are BEA's first girls' wrestling team. 
On June 17, 2021, the BEA Board of Education 
approved the addition of girls' wrestling, making it 
the 12th district in the state to do so.

At its February meeting, the BEA Board of Education 
approved Mrs. Sarah Stake as the school's new 
cross country coach. Mrs. Stake teaches Biology at 
the high school.
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Two Bald Eagle Area students spent a 
week last summer at the Maine Wing 

Civil Air Patrol Encampment.  Eighth-grader 
Maksim Shapich and junior Hunter Ishler, 
both members of the Nittany Composite 
Squadron of Civil Air Patrol (CAP),  joined 
five other cadets and their driver for the 10-
hour trip for a week at Camp William Hinds 
in Raymond, Maine, in August. 

The official civilian auxiliary of the 
U.S. Air Force, CAP performs three primary 
missions: Cadet Programs, Aerospace 
Education, and Emergency Services. The 
Cadet Programs educate over 24,000 cadets 
ages 12-20 in leadership, aerospace, fitness, 
and character development. According to 
the CAP website, the goal of encampment 
is to “develop leadership skills, learn about 
aviation, space, and technology, commit 
to a habit of regular exercise, and live the 
Core Values” of Integrity, Volunteer Service, 
Excellence, and Respect.

During encampment, after awaking in 
time for 5:30 AM physical training (PT), 
cadets spent their days completing challenges 
such as rappelling and navigating a high 

ropes course, learning shooting skills, and 
listening to talks by military personnel.

The son of a CAP member,  Maksim 
joined at age 12, as soon as he was old 
enough. He found the encampment 
experience valuable: “I met a lot of great 
people up there—people I talk to to this 
day. The experience was awesome.” 
Maksim plans to attend a CAP Search 
and Rescue school next year and hopes to 
pursue a career in the Air Force.

Hunter, a member of the BEA 
wrestling, soccer, and track and field 
teams, joined CAP on the advice of a friend 
a year ago. Hunter said that he enjoyed the 
challenge of the encampment, especially 
because it was military-based. He hopes 
to participate in the Air Force’s Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) while 
studying Aerospace Engineering at Penn 
State.

The Nittany Composite Squadron 
of CAP meets Thursday evenings in a 
building near the general aviation terminal 
at University Park Airport. Meetings are 
open to the public.

District Directory
 Administrative Offices
 751 S. Eagle Valley Road, Wingate, PA
    Superintendent of Schools  (814) 355-4860
    Business Office   (814) 355-5516
    Curriculum/Instruction Director  (814) 355-5731
    Elementary Director  (814) 355-3737
    Food Service   (814) 355-8068
    Plant Supervisor   (814) 355-4860
    Special Education  (814) 355-5731
    Transportation   (814) 355-5516
      

 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary  (814) 625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  (814) 387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    (814) 692-7429
    Wingate Elementary  (814) 355-4872
    

 Middle/High School
    Principal   (814) 355-4868
    Athletic Director   (814) 355-5721
    Attendance Office  (814) 355-5721
    Guidance Office   (814) 355-4629

 Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  (814) 359-2793

 Board of School Directors
   Tina Greene, President 
   Molly Hoover, Vice-President and PIAA Board Member  
   Timothy Nilson, Secretary 
   Mary Ann Hamilton, Treasurer and CPI Representative 
   Gary Heverly, PSBA Legislative Liaison
   Mark Kresovich
   Adam Frank
   Jason Penland, CIU 10 Representative
   Michael Yeaney

     

Charlotte Cingle is the 
Student Representative 

to the Bald Eagle Area School 
District Board of Education 
for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Charlotte's duties include 
making monthly reports to 
the board, covering topics 
of importance to students 
throughout the district.

Charlotte plays on the 
girls’ basketball team and 
serves the school community 
as the junior class president, 
the treasurer of SADD, a 
member of NHS, and a member of student government. After 
graduation, she plans to continue her education in a pre-
professional heath care field. 

Charlotte appreciates being able to communicate directly 
with the board each month. She says, “This has been a great 
opportunity to learn more about what is going on around our 
school district and community.”

BEA Students Participate in Civil Air Patrol Encampment

A new activity is providing BEA High School students with the 
opportunity to use their gaming skills while playing on a school 

team.
Students in the Esports Team, led by physics teacher Max Besong, 

are competing against other teams around the country in video games. 
“There are different games,” Mr. Besong said. “We may expand, but 
right now our focus is on Rocket League.” Rocket League is an action-
packed game using rocket-powered cars to hit a ball into the opponent’s 
net.  BEA’s Esports Team competes in smaller teams of three students.

According to Mr. Besong, BEA’s team includes students ranging 
from athletes to others who would not normally stay after school for 
any reason. “A lot of students don’t get a chance to participate in team 
sports, but everyone can play video games. Rocket League is extremely 
technical. Some of the games are not. My main thing is inclusion. I want 
everyone who is interested to be part of it.”

Mr. Besong said that he has room for students who want to be 
part of the team but do not actually want to play the games. “We’re 
looking for other opportunities, like broadcasting matches on Eagle 
Ambassadors,” he said. “We have one student planning to commentate 
matches and another who wants to help set things up on the tech side.”

Before forming the team, Mr. Besong gauged interest through a 
Google Forms survey, which received around 80 responses. The group, 
which currently attracts 15-25 students, meets Mondays and Fridays 
after school in Room 304. 

Mr. Besong sees value in the team beyond the teamwork and sense 
of accomplishment that members experience. “I also want to use it to 
encourage kids to take computer science as a class,” he said.

Esports Team 
Offers New 
Competitive 
Opportunity

Hunter Ishler (left) and Maksim 
Shapich

Charlotte Cingle 
Represents Students 

to Board

BEA High School junior Heather Leskovansky will 
attend the Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week 

(PFEW) this summer. PFEW immerses current high school 
sophomores and juniors in the world of business, allowing 
them to see what it is like to run their own company. 
PFEW annually holds several week-long sessions in July 
and August on the campuses of Lycoming College and the 
Pennsylvania College of Technology in Williamsport, PA.

At PFEW, participants are grouped into management 
teams or “companies” with students from across 
Pennsylvania. Students take on the role of junior executives 
who have been hired to run a “failing company” with the 
help of an adult volunteer called a Company Advisor. PFEW 
students develop critical leadership, communication, and 
teamwork skills, all while gaining exposure to college life 
and independence. 

BEA junior Jordan Franks attended the program last year 
and is a PFEW ambassador. “PFEW has taught me so much 
about the business world,” she said. “While taking part in 
this learning experience I made many fabulous friends.”

Information about PFEW may be found on their website, 
www.pfew.org.

BEA Students Learn 
Business Skills at PA 
Free Enterprise Week
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Bald Eagle Area Middle/High School IMC Secretary Mrs. 
Lori Hoffman now works in a brighter environment, 

thanks to students in Dr. Renee Kredell’s Art III class. As part 
of their design unit, students painted two window scenes for 
Mrs. Hoffman’s room: one for the spring and summer and one 
for the fall and winter. 

A design unit requiring students to use their skills in 
teams to meet the needs of a real client is included in each art 
course, Dr. Kredell said. Because she works in a room without 
windows, Mrs. Hoffman asked that the class create paintings 
of window scenes for her walls. The students were exploring 
Trompe L’Oeil, a mural technique, developed in France in the 
1600s to trick the eye into thinking there is a view, when there 
is really just a flat surface.

After doing some research, students interviewed Mrs. 
Hoffman and brought her some pictures to help determine 
her needs. Once she decided upon winter and spring/summer 
scenes, two teams—one for each scene—developed drawings 
for her review. Students Noah Giedroc, Ethan Koleno, and 
Hailey Johnson designed the winter scene, and Katie Snyder, 
Kierra Serb, and Madison Anskis worked on the summer 
scene. Based on Mrs. Hoffman’s feedback, students discussed 

her needs, and each team member created a small painting for 
her review. Team members presented their paintings to Mrs. 
Hoffman and took further input before deciding which elements 
of each painting to include in the final scene.

“Design is a group process,” Dr. Kredell said. “You can’t 
go out in a corner and do your own work. With a client, you 
have to maintain client expectations, even if it is a lengthy 
process. You may have to do a good job on something that you 
don’t like.”

The process is an important one for students who may 
pursue a career in art. “You get better at taking criticism,” 
Dr. Kredell said. “You begin to see the strengths in the group 
process.”

Student Kierra Serb found the project valuable: “It was 
difficult, but in the end it helped our perspectives with what 
artists in the real world go through.”

Dr. Kredell is pleased with the results of the unit. “It did 
everything I hoped; it taught them about perspective drawing 
and the design process with a real client.” 

The client is also satisfied. “It makes me feel like I have 
a window to the outside,” Mrs. Hoffman said. “I think they're 
absolutely gorgeous!”

High School Art Class Brightens AV Room

Center: BEA High School's Art III class works on paintings for Mrs. Hoffman's room. Front (left to right): Katie Snyder, 
Kierra Serb, Madison Anskis. Back (left to right): Noah Giedroc, Ethan Koleno, Hailey Johnson, Madison Perry


