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March 4, 2022 

Sherman County School Community, 

I want to again express my sincere gratitude to the entire school community for enduring together the many challenges we 

have experienced over the past two years. The partnership and dedication of our entire school community has shined 

throughout the pandemic.   

ODE recently announced several changes to COVID-19 protocols including masking, quarantine and contact tracing 

requirements. Beginning March 11 at 11:59 p.m., mask recommendations will be based on CDC Covid-19 community levels. 

With that being said, the Sherman County School District Board of Directors announced by vote at the March 3 Special 

Meeting that masks will be welcomed but not required after March 11. This includes inside, outside, and on school 

transportation. We will provide a safe and respectful environment for all students and staff who choose to continue to 

wear a face covering.   

Quarantine and contact tracing is no longer recommended as the CDC acknowledges that these practices have very limited 

impact on the transmission of COVID-19. Individuals who test positive will still be required to isolate for a minimum of five 

days. We will continue to provide cohort notifications when exposures occur to allow families to take additional 

precautions according to their individual needs. Free test kits containing two tests are available at the school, contact us if 

you would like to receive one. For additional supports, please visit Positive COVID Test website and/or the COVID-19 Case 

Support Hotline.  

At this time, the only directive that school districts are required to follow is OAR 333-019-1030.  This involves the 

vaccination mandate for staff and volunteers.  Religious or medical exceptions will still be welcomed. 

We are committed to providing a quality educational experience while maintaining focus on the health and safety of 

students and staff.  Layered mitigation strategies such as physical distancing, modified cohorts, airflow and circulation, 

cleaning and disinfection, testing, and hand washing will continue. As Covid-19 requirements change, we will continue to 

work collaboratively with the North Central Public Health District/OHA/ODE as we evaluate our protocols and thoughtfully 

begin our journey to normalcy. It is our ultimate goal to bring back as many pre-pandemic procedures and traditions as 

safely and logistically possible prior to the end of the school year.  

These welcomed announcements allow us to progressively move from working through COVID-19 as an emergency to the 

next phase of the pandemic. We encourage our entire school community to continue taking any necessary precautions to 

protect yourself and each other from COVID-19.  

Again, thank you for your efforts and support throughout the pandemic. School and life will feel different this spring as we 

eagerly move towards the much anticipated “normal” that we are all used to.   

Sincerely,  

 

Wes Owens, Superintendent 

Sherman County School 
“Home of the Huskies” 
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