
Greetings Dear Collingswood/Oaklyn Families,

We’d like to thank you for your continued patience and grace as we work together to keep schools safe, keep them
open, and keep students in school. To achieve this goal, we are enlisting the community’s help in our collective efforts
to keep schools open for in-person instruction.

The latest COVID-19 Activity Level Index (CALI Report) indicates that we are continuing to move in the right
direction and viral transmission is going down. Our region has now shifted from HIGH to MODERATE status. On
February 22, the NJ Department of Health (NJDOH) updated guidance for K12 schools: Guidance for K12 Schools.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has also developed a Know Your COVID-19 Community Level Tool (Click
Here). As the pandemic evolves, we will continue to adjust our practices to reflect the next normal.

Per NJ Executive Order, the school mask mandate for schools officially expires on March 7th. Given the significant
reduction of COVID cases in our region, Collingswood and Oaklyn will shift to a mask-optional policy.

For schools that do not have a universal mask policy, the NJDOH recommends mask-wearing during the following
circumstances:

● During periods of elevated community transmission (HIGH, VERY HIGH)
● During an active outbreak
● After returning from isolation or quarantine
● When illness occurs in school
● During Test-to-Stay (TTS)

Additional circumstances where mask-wearing should be considered:

● Persons who are immunocompromised or live with persons at high risk for severe COVID-19 illness
● Persons who are concerned about disease transmission
● During MODERATE or higher levels while participating in activities where increased exhalation occurs

In general, students or staff do not need to wear masks outdoors, including outdoor physical education classes or
sports except during Days 6-10 after completing 5-day isolation or quarantine when mask-wearing is required.

As COVID cases continue to decline, we have shifted away from all asymptomatic COVID testing, regardless of
vaccination status. This means student-athletes will no longer be tested except during extended periods of high or
very high transmission. Faculty and staff will continue to be tested per NJ Executive Order 253.

As we continue to adjust protocols, we will continue to provide school-wide notification of COVID cases in
combination with communication of close contact classroom exposures and quarantines.

Parents are encouraged to contact their school nurse to update their child's vaccination status. Individuals that are
not up-to-date with their vaccine status may be subject to quarantine guidelines if identified as a close contact.

Home-based Test-to-Stay is now available. To provide K-12 Collingswood and Oaklyn students an alternative to
quarantine, the districts will be implementing a modified, home-based Test-to-Stay (TTS) Program. Test-to-Stay (TTS)
combines contact tracing and consistent testing to allow asymptomatic school-associated close contacts who meet
the criteria for quarantine and do not test positive for COVID, to continue attending school. Per the NJDOH,
Test-to-Stay is not appropriate in a preschool setting; therefore preschool students are not eligible at this time.

Students seeking to participate in the home-based TTS Program must adhere to the following protocol:

● Per direction from the school nurse, students should be tested immediately following the notification of being
a close contact. If notification occurs after school hours, the student should be tested the first school day
morning prior to attending school.

● School nurses will distribute home-based test kits for students deemed a school-associated close contact.
● Families must register with Inspire Diagnostics and schedule an appointment to perform the COVID test.
● The licensed healthcare professional will interpret and log the results from the virtual session.
● After the first negative test, the student must test every other day until Day 5 or one additional test if

in-school testing falls on the weekend or a school holiday.
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https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID-19_Report_Week_2022_8.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/news/2022/approved/20220207d.shtml#:~:text=TRENTON%20%E2%80%93%20Noting%20the%20significant%20decline,centers%20effective%20March%207%2C%202022.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/K-12-test-to-stay.pdf


● Wear a mask indoors/outdoors when around others at school (except for eating/drinking) for the entirety of
the program. (10 full days after the last exposure to someone with COVID-19)

● Quarantine when not at school and refrain from all extracurricular school activities (Students may participate
in extracurricular activities that take place indoors or outdoors when masking and physical distancing can be
strictly enforced or adhered to.

Prior to Testing. To participate in the Collingswood and Oaklyn Test-to-Stay Program, students MUST go through
the two-step registration process for home-based testing.

● Use the link below to register in the Inspire Diagnostics Reporting System. It is critical this information be
entered correctly, especially email address and date of birth.

○ Link: https://inspirediagnostics.com/collingswood-and-oaklyn-public-schools/
● Registrants will then receive an email from the appointment site. (Kokomo/COVID Tracker) Their email

address will serve as their User ID.  They will receive a temporary password and be instructed to create their
own unique password. (Check email).

● Registrants will then have access to the appointments page.  Click on NEW to make an appointment.
Appointments are available Mon-Fri 5am - 8pm, Sat-Sun 8am - 8pm.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

As a parent, I want to make an informed decision about whether or not my child wears a mask. What are the
vaccination rates at each level?

Oaklyn Preschool 4% Sharp Elementary School 23%

Oaklyn Elementary School 41% Tatem Elementary School 70%

CECC/ Colls Preschool @ Oaklyn 9% Zane North Elementary School 65%

Garfield Elementary School 60% Collingswood Middle School 64%

Newbie Elementary School 62% Collingswood High School 64%

Does my child have to wear a mask on the bus?
No. The federal requirement to wear masks on school buses has now been lifted. Mask-wearing will now be optional.

What happens when a student has COVID and returns to school? Will they need to wear a mask?
It depends. Families now have several choices and should determine what works for them. If a student isolates for 10 days,
masks are optional on Day 11. If a student isolates for 5 days, masks are required on Days 6-10, optional on Day 11. If a
student participates in Test-to-Stay, masks are required on Days 1-10, optional on Day 11.

Will my child be singled out for wearing or not wearing a mask in school?
No. The Board of Education prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation, or bullying of a student. A safe and civil environment
in school is necessary for students to learn and achieve high academic standards. Per Board Policy 5512, students are not
to be bullied, harassed, or intimidated for any distinguishing characteristic. Should a concern arise, please contact your
child’s school.

Your message indicates that the districts reserve the right to require masking should circumstances arise. What are
the metrics around this?
COVID-related metrics are based on a range of factors. We do not have predetermined metrics, nor are we in a position to
make a long-term prediction. We will continue to refer to our region's COVID Activity Level Index (CALI) score and each
school's transmission and positivity rates. We will also continue to rely on our professional nursing staff for local
recommendations in addition to public health sessions hosted by the NJ Department of Education and the Camden County
Department of Health. All available options will be considered, including requiring masks in specific grade levels, schools,
and/or classrooms with higher transmission rates.

My child is in Preschool and not eligible for vaccination. Are masks going to be required at this grade level?
Masking continues to be an important part of the layered prevention strategies central to the prevention of COVID-19
transmission, and CDC continues to recommend universal indoor masking for all students ages 2 years and older. With the
expiration of the NJ Schools Mask Mandate on March 7, the responsibility of whether to mask or not rests with parents.

Will social distancing measures remain in place?
Yes. Cohorting and social distancing to the greatest extent practicable will continue.

Will additional cleaning protocols remain in place?
Yes. Frequent hand washing etiquette, hand sanitizer, and high-touch surface cleaning will continue.
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https://inspirediagnostics.com/collingswood-and-oaklyn-public-schools/
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html

