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Dates to remember 
 2022-23 Open Enrollment Period Ends Thursday, 
March 10  
 
 Monday-Friday, March 7-18 – K-6 Read-A-Thon 
 
 Thursday, March 10 – Band Jam 2022, 6:30 Junior 
High/7:30 High School, Big Gymnasium  
 
Friday, March 11 – Enrollment Lottery Drawing 
(should applications exceed space available) 
 
 Friday, March 11 – Mustang & High School Chamber 
Choir Concert, 6:00 pm, Big Gym    

 

Successful Mustang girls’ basketball season 
ends in outpouring of GTA character 
Congratulations to our Mustang girls on an outstanding 

season, taking their 
team to the first 
district win in the 
history of GTA girls’ 
basketball (42-35 vs. 
Benzie Central) on 
Monday!  Mrs. 
Floering said it best in 
an email to all 
students and staff 
Thursday morning 
after Wednesday’s 

semifinals loss: 
 
“It is certainly a great day to be a Mustang!  Our varsity 
girls’ basketball team played a game to be remembered 
last night.  While the score did not reflect a win, 
character was the clear winner!  Celebrating the first 
district win in GTA's history for girls’ basketball on 
Monday led to an incredible outpouring of support and 
encouragement for last night's game.  Our exceptional 
coaches, Mrs. Dix and Mr. Haberlein, wish to thank the 
GTA family and give a HUGE shout out to the fans that 
came to the game.  The Record Eagle sports writer 

texted Coach Dix specifically to say, ‘That student 
section you have is something else!  They never let 
down.’  He also tweeted, ‘The @GTAAthletics student 
section is still cheering like this game is 50-50.  Great to 
hear.’ The players and fans were also featured on a 
segment of the news last night and another school's 
coach stated that GTA’s was the best fan base he had 
ever witnessed.  Even parents from the opposing school 
complimented our fans repeatedly to our staff 
members who were there.  Varsity girls, thank you for 
giving us the opportunity to cheer you on.  
Congratulations on your very successful season!  And to 
our GTA fans – outstanding character wins every time.  
We are so proud of our Grand Traverse Academy 
family!” 
 

Elementary Students of the Month named 
Congratulations to the following Students of the Month, 
who were selected based on the character trait of Work 
Ethic: 
 
Brayden Moore, kindergarten, is the son of Chanda and 
Curtis Moore. 

“Brayden has an amazing work ethic! 
When class begins, you can expect him to 
be sitting quietly with his eyes on the 
teacher.  Brayden not only finishes his 
assignments without being asked, he 
does so with quality.  While his 
classmates sometimes hurry through 
their assignments, Brayden takes his time 

to ensure it is done correctly. His peers are beginning to notice 
the quality of his work, and I am seeing a positive influence on 
their work! Way to go, Brayden!” – Mr. Haberlein 
 

Willa Hubbell, grade 1, is the daughter of Alesha and 
Todd Hubbell.   

“Willa is a wonderful overall student, but 
the thing that is most admirable is her 
work ethic.  She always tries her best and 
is willing to try again in order to do her 
very best.  I can count on her to meet 
expectations, if not exceed them, time 
and again.  Each time I check in, she is on 
task and completing work without 
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reminders. Not only does she do her very best quality work, 
but she is a wonderful role model for others.  Willa is great at 
helping others by explaining the directions to others.  I can tell 
that on top of the goals that I set for our class, Willa sets 
some for herself as well.  I'm excited to see where that drive 
takes her!”  -  Mrs. Rogers 

 
Emerson Lazar, grade 3, is the daughter of Michelle and 
Justin Lazar. 

“Emerson has an extremely strong work 
ethic!  It is evidenced through the 
enormous amount of growth she has 
already made this year.  Not only does 
she complete work on time, but the 
quality of her work increases with each 
new assignment turned in.  Emerson goes 
above and beyond to challenge herself in 

her work as well.  She has tackled 4th grade concepts as a 3rd 
grader, and works hard to master all she learns.  Emerson 
stays ON TASK like no other student I have ever taught, and 
often does extra work when she is finished. I am so impressed 
by her work ethic. Emerson is a role model in my classroom.” 
– Mrs. Drost 
 

Zion Rose, grade 6, is the son of Digna and Kevin Rose. 
“Zion Rose comes to mind when I think of 
exemplary work ethic.  Zion takes his time 
and thoughtfully and thoroughly 
completes any task given to him.  Once 
given a task, he works independently and 
works until the assignment is complete; 
and he makes sure it is correct and neat!  
I cannot recall a time yet this year when I 

have had to ask Zion to remain on task.  He is a very 
conscientious student and a role model for other students.” – 
Mrs. Hall 
 

GTA students honored 
The following GTA students were selected as Students 
of the Quarter at North Ed Career Tech (formerly the 
TBA Career-Tech Center).  Selection may be based on 
academic success, leadership, community service 
related to the program, work ethic and/or improvement 
in either academics or work ethic.  Following is what 
their program teachers said about them: 
 
Jack Hubbell, Robotics & Automation 
“Jack is being recognized for this honor for his leadership.”   

 
Elizabeth Kornexl, Precision Machining 
“Elizabeth is a model student who works diligently and 
produces excellent work, yet she takes time to help her fellow 
students, which is greatly appreciated.” 

 

Britta Olshove, Graphic Arts A 
“Britta is skilled and imaginative in her process and creates 
exceptional work.  She has passion and works hard to practice 
and perfect her work. She is helpful to others and always has 
a fantastic attitude.” 

 
Ryan Foley, Collision Repair 
“Ryan excels at a high academic level.  He works well with his 
peers and instructors.  When Ryan is in the shop, he shows a 
high level of skill and devotion to this career path.  I look 
forward to seeing him develop his skills throughout the rest of 
this year.” 
 

Read-A-Thon begins next week! 
March is National Reading Month and the GTA Family 

Council wants to remind you 
of our two-week Read-A-
Thon fundraiser for grades 
K-6, starting Monday, 
March 7 and continuing 
through Friday, March 18.  

Read-A-Thon will help your child to get excited about 
reading and give friends and family an opportunity to 
encourage them even more!   

Paperwork has been sent home with your reader 
explaining how to activate their personal Read-A-Thon 
page.  By using the promotional tools found there, 
friends and family anywhere in the world can show their 
support for your reader by making a donation to our 
Read-A-Thon.  Your involvement will help your child 
develop a lasting love of reading.  

IMPORTANT UPDATE:  Thanks to your 
enthusiasm, we have already raised over $3,400 in 
Read-A-Thon donations and the event doesn't officially 
start until Monday!  With everyone's participation, we 
think we can raise a total of $8,000...imagine what that 
could do to stock our teachers' classroom library 
shelves!  We encourage you to activate your reader's 
account today by clicking on https://www.read-a-
thon.com/readers/r/cdRRML/1.  Anything your child 
can raise will be so appreciated.  What's more, we're 
raising awareness of the fun of reading while we build 
literacy skills! 

P.S.  If you own a business and would like to support 
GTA’s Read-A-Thon (or have an employer who might), 
please see the attached letter and flyer. 

 

https://www.read-a-thon.com/readers/r/cdRRML/1
https://www.read-a-thon.com/readers/r/cdRRML/1
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2022-23 Secondary school registration in 
process 
Our course catalog for Secondary school classes offered 
in the 2022-23 school year has been published! You can 
find it on the GTA website under the Students tab by 
choosing Secondary Course Catalog. 
 
Secondary registration open.  

▪ Current 7th -11th graders and their parents 
should review the 2022-23 course catalog and 
select and register for classes via the 
registration portal on PowerSchool.  The portal 
will remain open through the end of March.  

▪ Mrs. Patrzik and Mrs. Wahl will be in classrooms 
next week to meet with students to provide 
guidance and answer questions. 

 
Dual enrollment registration for Fall 2022 begins!  

▪ Current 10th & 11th graders interested in dual 
enrollment at Northwestern Michigan College 
must attend a mandatory meeting to learn 
more about the process, benefits and potential 
risks related to enrolling in college courses as a 
high school student.  Two meetings are planned 
as follows and students must select one before 
registration opens on March 10.  
 
Thursday, March 3 @ 10:45am, MPR 3 & 4 
Monday, March 14 @12:45pm, MPR 3 & 4 
 

GTA board opportunity  
Grand Traverse Academy’s mission is for all students to 

be safe, loved and 
learning as they 
achieve excellence in 
character and 
academics.  If you have 
an interest in helping 

our school to continue to achieve that mission, have 2-5 
hours per month to devote to guiding our school, are a 
team player and are willing to serve as an ambassador 
for GTA in the community, you just might be a great 
candidate for Grand Traverse Academy’s board of 
directors.  The board is currently accepting applications 
for one member to replace one whose term will expire 
this year.  The term will begin at the start of the 2022-
23 school year.  For more information or to apply, 
please contact board trustee Katherine McCulley at 
mcculleyk@mygta.us.  

Band, choir concerts next week 
Our Secondary bands and choirs are excited to present 

two special 
performances next 
week: 

 

▪ On Thursday, March 10, junior high and high 
school bands will perform Classic Rock from the 
70’s and 80’s at “Band Jam 2022” – junior high 
at 6:30 pm and high school at 7:30.  The event 
is open to the public and a $5 donation per 
person will be collected at the door. 

▪ Friday, March 11 will feature the Mustang and 
Chamber Choirs at 6:00 pm.  This concert is free 
and open to the public. 

 
Both events will take place in the Big Gym – we hope to 
see you there!  
 

Drivers needed 
Grand Traverse Academy’s Powerlifting Club members 
need transportation to Centre Ice (just a mile east of 
GTA, off Hammond on Chartwell Drive) immediately 
after school on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  
These are Secondary students, ages 14 and up.  If you 
can help, please contact Dan O’Neill at 
oneilld@mygta.us.  

 

Have you downloaded our app yet? 

 
 
Current events, school news, a staff directory, access to 
Mustang sports calendars, weather closure notifications 
and more are in your pocket and at your fingertips with 
the Grand Traverse Academy app.  Download it today at 
the App Store or Google Play!  
 

 
 

https://www.mygta.us/page/secondary-course-catalog
mailto:mcculleyk@mygta.us
mailto:oneilld@mygta.us
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Coach wanted 
The Mustang Athletic Department is in need of a junior 
high softball coach.  For details, please contact Mrs. 
Alejandro at alejandros@mygta.us.   

 

Our character is showing 
Wendy Eyre, a GTA parent, worked at the Book Fair this 
week and really enjoyed her interactions with our 
elementary students.  One particular incident really 
pulled at her heartstrings:  After poring over all the 
books on display and finally making his selection, a 3rd 
grader got to the checkout only to find that he was 50¢ 
short.  Before he had a chance to decide what to put 
back on the shelf, his 4th grade classmate stepped in 
without hesitation and paid the balance.  What a 
wonderful demonstration of kindness!     
 

Absences or late arrivals 
If your child will be late for school or absent for the day, 
please notify the office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be called 
to verify any unexcused absences after that time. 
 

Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

 

Secondary doughnut sales are back! 
GTA National Honor Society members will be selling 

doughnuts to Secondary students every 
Friday from 7:40-8:00 am in Multipurpose 
Rooms 3-4.  The cost is $1 each.  

 
GTA Family Council news 
Fund raising opportunity continues.  Car wash coupons 
are a convenient way to keep your car clean during 
these slushy winter months.  Purchase a Mirror Image 
Car Wash & Detailing single basic wash coupon for $7 or 
a book of five for $35.  Full-service interior & exterior 
washes are available for $25 each or $125 for a book of 
five.  Profits will support the GTA Family Council's 
efforts throughout the school year.  Follow this link to 
purchase:  GTA FC CAR WASH or contact Kristin 
Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
          Reminder:  Be sure to join the Facebook 
group, GTA Family Council, to stay connected and keep 
up to date with all the amazing service opportunities. 
 
 

Elementary teacher requests for 2022-23  
If you would like to request a specific teacher for your 
child(ren) for the next school year, please complete 
this form (one per child) by Friday, April 22.  Detailed 
instructions are included; if you have questions, please 
call the Elementary Office at (231) 995- 0665. 
 

Mighty Mustangs Preschool enrolling now 
Grand Traverse Academy’s Mighty Mustangs Preschool 

is a licensed, tuition-based 
program created especially 
for 3-5-year-olds.  Through 
fun, hands-on activities, 
children develop the 

confidence, creativity and critical thinking skills that 
prepare them for success in kindergarten and beyond.  
Full- and half-day sessions are available and parents 
may choose two, three or five mornings or days per 
week.  For more information or to apply for enrollment, 
visit the Mighty Mustangs Preschool webpage.  And feel 
free to share this information with other parents of 
preschool-aged children! 
 

Enrollment Information Meetings continue 
Grand Traverse Academy's Open Enrollment period for 
the 2022-23 school year continues through next 
Thursday, March 10, with an enrollment lottery 
drawing on Friday, March 11 if applicants exceed 
available space.  Several Enrollment Information 
Meetings are planned, as shown below.  Each includes a 
brief presentation, time for Q & A and a tour of our 
facilities.   
 

Enrollment Information Meetings 
Day Date Time 

Monday March 7 9:30 am 

Wednesday March 9 6:00 pm 

 
If you have friends or family members who are 
interested in learning more about Grand Traverse 
Academy for their children, please invite them to 
contact Amy Truesdell at (231) 932-6900 or 
enrollment@mygta.us to reserve their spot at one of 
these meetings.  Individual tours with a school leader 
are also available by appointment. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:alejandros@mygta.us
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTw7QfivC1J2g8RY5-tKeLG-Jzv6qnoGDTR8LiAvkchTCtpA/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.mygta.us/page/preschool
mailto:enrollment@mygta.us
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Summer job corner 
MDOT Youth Mentoring Program.  Students interested 

in a career in transportation or 
engineering might want to look into the 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Youth Development and Mentoring 

Program.  This is an opportunity to explore the world of 
transportation while earning a steady summer income.  
For more information, visit 
www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-
9623_38029_66959---,00.html   
 
Cherry receiving station.  A cherry receiving station on 
the Old Mission Peninsula is looking for team members 
for a wide range of positions, including computer input, 
fruit weighing and grading, and outdoor positions such 
as lift truck drivers and pad maintenance.  Training will 
be provided!  The station is open seven days a week, 
July 4-August 4 (based on the weather and crop 
size).  Applicants must be at least 14 years of age.  
Desired traits include initiative, ability to anticipate 
tasks in succession and ask questions, flexibility, ability 
to work both independently and as part of a team, 
being organized and punctuality.  For more 
information, please contact Mr. Lazar at 
lazarj@mygta.us.   

 
At-home health screening reminder 
One of our goals at GTA is for students and staff stay 
healthy so that we may remain open for in-person 
instruction.  It continues to be so important for parents 
to screen for illness before bringing your children to 
school, especially for COVID symptoms, and keeping 
them home if necessary – both in their best interest and 
for the protection of others.  Please check for the 
following:  fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, sore throat, 
new uncontrolled cough, new absence of taste or smell, 
diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain or new onset of a 
severe headache (especially with a fever).  Please keep 
children home with any of these symptoms.  If your 
child is symptomatic, please refer to the attached 
Student Screening tool to determine if they should be 
tested for COVID and when they may return to school, 
based on the guidance for their symptoms.  If a 
member of your family has had a positive result on a 
home test, tell your health care provider as soon as 
possible so that the Health Department can begin the 
contact tracing process to alert those who may have 
been exposed.  With your help, we can all stay healthy 
and in school, where students learn the best!   

   

  Dad jokes from Don 
 

I ordered a book called, “How to 
Avoid Scams.”   
 
I still haven’t gotten it yet... 

 
 

Ongoing events 
Elementary Pizza Days – Every other Wednesday, as 
follows:  March 9 & 23, April 13 & 27 and May 11 & 25 
(order and pay by the preceding Monday using forms 
sent home on off weeks), $1.50 per slice of pepperoni or 
cheese 
 
Secondary Pizza Days – Every Thursday (order and pay 
on Tuesdays using forms provided in Advisory 
classrooms), $1.50 per slice of cheese or pepperoni 
 
Secondary Bagel Sales – Every Wednesday in 
Multipurpose Rooms 3 & 4, 7:40-8:00 am, $2.00 each 
for several varieties  
 
Secondary Doughnut Sales – Every Friday in 
Multipurpose Rooms 3 & 4, 7:40-8:00 am, $1 each for 
several varieties 
 
Fill the Pantry Jeans Days – March 24, May 26 

http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9623_38029_66959---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9623_38029_66959---,00.html
mailto:lazarj@mygta.us
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March 2022 
 
Dear Community Member, 
 
March is National Reading Month and Grand Traverse Academy will be holding a Read-A-Thon 
fundraiser for grades K-6 from March 7-18.  Read-A-Thon is a program that brings students 
together with family, friends and businesses in their community to encourage reading and to 
build literacy skills.  The Read-A-Thon promises to be a fun, exciting journey for all participants 
as they begin a personal Reading Adventure.  
 
As a fellow community member, we are asking for your support of this reading event.  Your 
participation will play a part in helping GTA students develop a lasting love for reading.  Grand 
Traverse Academy does not have a school library.  As a result, each teacher is responsible for 
supplying their own personal classroom library with books for their students.  If we meet our 
financial goal during our Read-A-Thon, we will have enough money to give each K-6 teacher 
$100 toward their classroom library! 
 
How can you help?  Please consider financially supporting our Read-a-thon.  To thank you for 
your support, you will receive a free digital ad which could be seen over 23,000 times!  Your 
logo will also appear on over 400 t-shirts which will be given to students and staff for GTA 
Field Day events in June.  Your company will also be promoted as a supporter of our Read-A-
Thon on GTA’s Facebook page and weekly newsletter. 
 
Please see the attached flyer for more information on how to get started.  We appreciate your 
consideration and thank you in advance for your support! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Grand Traverse Academy Family Council 



Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 


