
BOARD OF EDUCATION, THURSDAY, DECEMER 9, 2021 
          The Board of Education met in regular session on Thursday, December 9, 2021, 
with the following members present:  Mr. Crews, Mr. Cook, Mrs. Rayhel, Mr. Eitel, Mrs. 
Hendrix, and Mr. Macke.  Superintendent Mr. Ross along with administrators Mr. 
Ritchey, Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Lake, and Mrs. Morgan were present as well as Mr. 
Engerski. 
          Mr. Macke called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Cook led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
          Mr. Cook offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Crews to approve the minutes, 
treasurer’s report and bills from the month of November.  On roll call the vote was as 
follows:  Mr. Crews, aye; Mr. Cook, aye; Mrs. Rayhel, aye; Mr. Eitel, aye; Mrs. Hendrix, 
aye; and Mr. Macke, aye. 
          Mr. Ritchey, high school principal, told the board that final exams would be on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday the week of December 13.  He also said that the 
students have been amazing and the teachers have been rock stars this semester.   
          Mrs. Morgan, south school principal, reported the board that south school has 
been transformed into the Polar Express.  The school will be open for the public to do a 
walkthrough on Monday, December 13, from 5:00-6:30. 
          Mrs. Lake, north school principal, gave a shout out to the teachers for their 
outstanding job they did this semester. 
          Mr. Ross shared with the board that the walk-through with regional office and 
the fire marshal went well.  He also told the board that he was getting quotes to 
update the outdated phone and intercom system at the buildings.  The board 
sponsored staff meal will be on December 17. 
          Kent Kull, from our auditing firm (Mose, Yockey, Brown, & Kull) was in attendance 
at the meeting.  Mr. Kull reviewed the Annual Financial Report with the Board.  The 
audit went well. 
          Mr. Cook offered a motion, seconded by Mrs. Hendrix, to accept the annual 
financial report.  On roll call the vote was as follows:  Mr. Crews, aye; Mr. Cook, aye; 
Mrs. Rayhel, aye; Mr. Eitel, aye; Mrs. Hendrix, aye; and Mr. Macke, aye. 
          Mr. Ross discussed the Illinois School Report Card data with the board.   Mr. Ross 
said that our students held relatively steady with regards to student learning in spite of 
the pandemic.  The Illinois School Report Card can be viewed at Illinois Report 
Card.com 
          Mr. Ross discussed the Covid issues.  The Covid numbers are reported daily on 
the Marshall school website.  As of December 9, there were 11 students and 4 teachers 
out with the virus.  There were 22 students and 1 teacher in quarantine. 
          Mr. Ross said that there doesn’t seem to be any relief in regards to the state’s 
mandate on mask wearing with the IDPH, IBOE, and Governor Pritzker.  Mr. Ross 
pointed out that there were only 2 places where mask wearing was mandatory:  the 
schools and medical facilities.  Mr. Ross, “We’ve got to stop putting kids in the middle 
of this.”  “But through all of this, our teachers, parents, administrators, and board have 
been great,” said Mr. Ross.   
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         Mr. Ross pointed out to the board that the Hutsonville School District is on 
probation and is still in litigation.  The Vandalia School District announced that as of 
December 6 they would be asserting local control and using its own metrics regarding 
Covid. 
          “Everyone’s been cooperative.  They test and stay home if they are sick,” 
commented Mr. Ross.  Mr. Macke commented, “I hate it.  I hate what it’s done to our 
staff, and our community.” 
          “We can’t lose recognition and graduation.  But how long can this go on with our 
kids sitting like this, said Ross.  He added, “I’m frustrated, the staff’s frustrated, and 
parents are frustrated.” 
          Mr. Macke opened a Truth and Taxation Hearing for the proposed 2021 property 
tax levy at 7:30 p.m.  There was a review of the proposed 2021 property tax levy.  As 
there were no comments or questions, written or spoken from the public or board, Mr. 
Macke closed the hearing at 7:34 p.m. 
          Mr. Macke offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Cook, to approve the 2021 
property tax levy.  On roll call the vote was as follows:  Mr. Crews, aye; Mr. Cook, aye; 
Mrs. Rayhel, aye; Mr. Eitel, aye; Mrs. Hendrix, aye; and Mr. Macke, aye. 
           
         Asbestos removal will begin on December 14 and last into Christmas break.  Mr. 
Ross has prepared two letters, a notice to the public and a notice to the company doing 
the removal so that all are aware of the work being done in McNary Gym.  During this 
time, practices and games will be held in Ross Gym and the Jr. High Gym. 
          Mr. Macke offered a motion, seconded by Mrs. Hendrix, to approve the renewal 
of the district’s property, casualty, and liability insurance as presented.  On roll call the 
vote was as follows:  Mr. Crews, aye; Mr. Cook, aye; Mrs. Rayhel, aye; Mr. Eitel, aye; 
Mrs. Hendrix, aye; and Mr. Macke, aye. 
          Mrs. Hendrix offered a motion, seconded by Mrs. Rayhel, to approve the lease 
renewal with Toshiba copier as presented.  On roll call the vote was as follows:  Mr. 
Crews, aye; Mr. Cook, aye; Mrs. Rayhel, aye; Mr. Eitel, aye; Mrs. Hendrix, aye; and Mr. 
Macke, aye. 
          There was a first reading of the BOE Policy 6:50, Wellness Policy Update.  This will 
be discussed and approved at next month’s meeting. 
          Mrs. Hendrix offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Macke, to enter into a resolution 
to manage the TRS supplemental savings plan.  All present voted aye. 
         Mrs. Rayhel offered a motion, seconded by, Mrs. Hendrix, to raise the substitute 
pay rate from $80.00 a day to $95.00 a day starting on January 1, 2022.  On roll call the 
vote was as follows:  Mr. Crews, abstain; Mr. Cook, aye; Mrs. Rayhel, aye; Mr. Eitel, 
aye; Mrs. Hendrix, aye; and Mr. Macke, aye. 
          Mrs. Hendrix offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Macke, to go into closed session 
for the purposes listed under 5ILCS 120/2(c)(1)(personnel) and 5ILCS 
120/2(c)(9)(student discipline).  On roll call the vote was as follows:  Mr. Crews, aye; 
Mr. Cook, aye; Mrs. Rayhel, aye; Mr. Eitel, aye; Mrs. Hendrix, aye; and Mr. Macke, aye.  
The board went into closed session at 7:46 p.m. 
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          Mr. Crews offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Macke, to return to open session.  
All present voted aye.  The board returned to open session at 8:09 p.m. 
          Mr. Cook offered a motion, seconded by Mrs. Hendrix, to approve the maternity 
leave request as presented for Sabrina Brooks.  All present voted aye. 
          Mrs. Hendrix offered a motion, seconded by Mrs. Rayhel, to adjourn the meeting.  
All present voted aye.  The board adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
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