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Good Afternoon,

It has been a blessing to watch our Cresskill High/Middle School students attend in-person
learning at the Chodae Community Church in Northvale for the past three weeks. Seeing our
students all smiling and interacting with their peers and teachers is a wonderful step in the right
direction. I would like to thank the entire Chodae community for welcoming our students and
staff to the building, and for their extensive support during our transition.

While the first eight days of in-person instruction have been much better than expected, there are
still numerous challenges. We have received feedback from students, parents, and staff regarding
the unavoidable noise issues, shortened student/teacher instructional time, and suboptimal testing
conditions. These are all variables that continue to exist regardless of future modifications. The
Board of Education and administrative team have heard a variety of
suggestions/recommendations via email, phone conversations, and Board of Education meetings.
I have also met personally with parents and staff members to gather input on the educational
challenges of this school year. There are benefits of having longer instructional periods in a
virtual platform, as well as face-to-face interaction with classmates and staff.  Therefore, the
overwhelming conclusion is to create a better balance for our students between virtual learning
and daily in-person instruction at Chodae Church. Based upon all information gathered, the
following hybrid schedule has been created.

Beginning Monday, March 7, all students will attend class at Chodae Community Church
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, and will attend school virtually on Mondays
and Fridays.

This will allow our students and staff to bookend the week with full 40-minute periods of virtual
instruction while balancing in-person opportunities at Chodae Community Church during the
middle of the week. Our Special Education classes that attend St. Therese on Fridays, will now
attend school in that building on Mondays and Fridays.

We are committed as a district to reassessing the learning process as we progress through the
remainder of the school year. The administration is examining the possibility of longer class



periods, as well as other physical changes to the Chodae building to help optimize the learning
environment.

We are excited about finally having the entire CHS/CMS staff and student body together for
eight full days. We look forward to building off this positive momentum for the remainder of the
school year.

Best,
Michael Burke
Superintendent of Schools


