. 7217 5.E. 15th Street
Dr. Rick Cobb Midwest City, OK 73110

Superintendent of Schools (405) 737-4461

reobb@mid-del.net

March 2, 2022

Dear Highland Park Elementary Staff and Families:

| am writing to provide accurate information in order to correct some stories that are circulating about
water quality at Highland Park Elementary Schools. Since I’'m not sure how much you’ve heard, let me start
from the beginning.

Last summer, the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) announced that they would provide free
testing for lead in schools, upon request from the district. | instructed our operations department to
request the testing. We were informed that there was a significant wait time to have our schools tested, so
we began independently testing our school sites.

Testing by DEQ included two samples collected from each water source in the building. This included 212
total samples. Of those, 11 came back with slightly elevated levels of lead. These water sources included

water fountains and classroom faucets. The report also included recommended corrections. These water
sources have either received the new equipment to begin using again, or they have remained out of use.

None of the water sources that tested positive for lead were in use in the kitchen.

More recently, a teacher has made us aware of a fountain from which the water appears cloudy coming
out. This was due to air in the water line. This issue has been corrected.

We take concerns about water safety as seriously as we do any other kinds of safety issues. That’s why |
asked DEQ to check our schools in the first place. If the state is willing to do safety checks for free for us, |
don’t know why anyone would turn that down. | look forward to getting reports from the other schools as

they come in as well.

If you are interested in reading the full report from DEQ, we have added it as a news item on the Highland
Park web page. If you have follow up questions you would like to ask, please feel free to reach out to me.

Sincerely,
okt O. Clt

Dr. Rick Cobb


https://www.deq.ok.gov/state-environmental-laboratory-services/environmental-public-health-information/lwsc/
https://www.deq.ok.gov/wp-content/uploads/state-environmental-laboratory-services/LWSC_PROGRAM_REPORT_123121-2.pdf
https://www.mid-del.net/o/hpes
https://www.mid-del.net/o/hpes
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December 7,2021

Stephanie Cavner, Principal
Highland Park Elementary
5301 S Dimple Dr
Oklahoma City, OK 73135

Re: Sample Results, Lead Testing of Drinking Water
Highland Park Elementary

Dear Ms. Cavner:

Please find enclosed with this letter a copy of the results from the first round of testing of drinking water for lead that
was conducted at Highland Park Elementary School. Overall, 106 outlets were tested, leading to 212 total samples
being sent to the lab. Two samples were drawn from each outlet,a first draw sample (indicative oflead presentin the
faucet ortap) and a 30-second flush sample (indicative of the presence of lead in interior plumbing lines). To help
visualize where each fixtureis located, ] haveincluded mapsatthe end ofthis letter.

e One hundred and forty-six (146) sampleshad no detectablelevel of lead.
o  Fifty-five (55) sampleshad detectable lead between 1 and fifteen (15) micrograms/Liter.
e Eleven (11) sampleshad detectable lead above fifteen (15) micrograms/Liter.

Lead Results: First Above or below
Room # Outlet Description Draw / Flush (in Action Level (15
micrograms/Liter) micrograms/Liter)
Below
Room #23 Classroom Faucet #2 1.1/<1.0 Below
Room #11 Drinking Waterspout 1.1/1.1 Below
Room #7 Classroom Faucet 1.2/<1.0 Below
Hall Water Coorlsg :ﬁt lléfioclgczllgf)room #20, <10/12 Below
Art/Music Building Water Cooler #2 13/<1.0 Below
C5 Drinking Waterspout 13/<1.0 Below
Mal%gg;iigmnt Kitchen Faucet 1.3/<1.0 .
A7 Classroom Faucet#1 1.3/<1.0 Below
A5 Classroom Faucet 13/<1.0 Below
Cafeteria Kitchen Faucet located in kitchen 14/<1.0 Below
A7 Classroom Faucet #2 14/<1.0 Below
A4 Classroom Faucet 14/<1.0 Below
Room #23 Drinking Waterspout 15/<1.0 Below
Room #20 Classroom Faucet 1.5/<1.0 Below
Hallway Water COOIer ltﬁe((r)iglstl)de room #20, <10/16 Below
Art/Music Building Water Cooler on the left 1.7/<1.0 Below
Room #8 Bathroom Faucet #2 1.7/<1.0 Below

707 NORTH ROBINSON, P.0. BOX 1677, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73101-1677
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Room #25 Classroom Faucet#1 1.8/<1.0 Below
Room #8 Drinking Waterspout 19/1.1 Below
Room #19 Drinking Waterspout 20/<1.0 Below
Room #10 Classroom Faucet 20/<1.0 Below
Room #2 Classroom Faucet 23/<1.0 Below
Hall Water Cooler #1 (on the right, outside <10/23 Below
room #5
A4 Drinking Waterspout 23/<1.0 Below
Room #10 Drinking Waterspout 28/<1.0 Below
A8 Classroom Faucet #2 (without spout) 29/<1.0 Below
Room #18 Classroom Faucet 30/<1.0 Below
A8 Drinking Waterspout 32/<1.0 Below
Nurse ooffffllccg) (main Nurse Sink 34/<1.0 Below
A3 Classroom Fau:;é 1aﬁlﬁtl) (Connected to 35/<10 Below
Room #18 Drinking Waterspout 4.1/<1.0 Below
A6 Drinking Waterspout 45/<1.0 Below
Room #23 Classroom Faucet#1 (Connected to 47/<10 Below
spout)
Below (Borderline)
Room #2 Drinking Waterspout 51/13 Below
Al Classroorréﬂilﬁ;:lf;il)((;(;)nnectedto 53/<10 Below
C2 Classroom Faucet 55/<1.0 Below
Al Drinking Waterspout 5.5/1.1 Below
Water Cooler #2 (left of other water Below
Hallway cooler, outsid(e room 7 & 8) 18767
Al Classroom Faucet#2 (without spout) 7.8/<1.0 Below
Hallway Water Cooler #IQ (water cooler on the 79766 Below
right)
A6 Classroom Faucet #2 (without spout) 84/<1.0 Below
C2 Drinking Waterspout 114/<1.0 Below
PTA Drinking Waterspout 143/24 Below
Above
Room #1 Drinking Waterspout 159/2 Above
Room #1 Classroom Faucet 16.5/<1.0 Above
Cé6 Classroom Faucet 19/<1.0 Above
C5 Classroom Faucet 26.6/<1.0 Above
ey | NeCoom PR Theone | 10/
ey | N Cocrfohofbe ot | oar3ss
PTA room Classroom Faucet 49/ 4 Above
SRR 317 Nurse’s Faucet 80.1/5.8 Above
Gym
Hallway Water Cooler #5 outside of Library 26.8/125 Above
A6 Classroom Faucet (connected to spout) 519/<1.0 Above
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Overall, the highest detectable lead level for Highland Park Elementary was the Classroom Faucet in
Classroom A6. I would recommend marking this faucet out of order and making itinaccessible to everyone
for the time being.

For each fixture with lead results over 15 micrograms/Liter, we recommend one or more of the following:

Take the fixture out of service or make it inaccessible to students and staff.

Determine source oflead by comparing first draw and flush sample results (the fixture or plumbing
system).

Replace fixtures with certified lead-free fixtures (NSF Standard 61) or remove the fixtures permanently if
they are notneeded.

Ifreplacing fixtures, schools should contact DEQ to discuss steps to take to ensure the water is safe to drink
before returning it to use.

Replace intemal plumbing system components, if necessary, to reduce lead exposure or install National
Sanitation Foundation (NSF) certified filters to removelead and replace as recommended by the
manufacturer (only asan interim measure and if absolutely necessary).

For each fixture with lead results of one (1) microgram/Liter to fifteen (15) micrograms/Liter, we recommend one
or more of the following:

Establish a required flushing schedule for each room at the start of each instructional day.

Replace fixtures serving water with detectable lead levelsabove five (5) micrograms/Liter with certified lead-
free fixtures (NSF Standard 61) or remove the fixtures permanently if they are not needed.

Clean aeratorsregularly to remove particulatesthat may containlead.

Install a NSF certified filter to remove lead and replace it as recommended by the manufacturer.
Permanently convert these fixtures to hand wash only stations.

If replacing fixtures, schools should contact DEQ to discuss steps to take to ensure the water is safe to drink
before returning it to use.

Once youhave read overthe letter and have ideas forremediation actions, please contact me and we can discuss. Once
remediation actions plans have been finalized, we can move forward and fix the problem outlets and re-sample.

I have enclosed a flushing protocol from the Environmental Protection Agency’s “3Ts” program (found in Module 6:
Taking Action). As a friendly reminder, please make sure to review Module 1: Communicatingthe 3Ts for guidance
on how to communicate these results to stakeholders. Stakeholder communication is a federal requirement for all
participating schools and childcare centers.

The Capacity Development Section stands ready to assist youin any way you might need. Please contactme at405 -
702-8106 at any time should you have questions or need furtherassistance.

Sincerely,

\/

prar

pa S

Lisa Maslanka, Environmental Programs Specialist
Capacity Development Section
Water Quality Division
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Highland Park Elementary Lead Testing in Drinking Water High Results Map
: Lead Result >15mg/L
1-15mg/L
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Wright City Schools WaterLine Map
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