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Dates to Remember: 

 
1/19/15: No School 

1/31/15: Ice Skating Night 

2/4/14: Garden Dedication (3pm) 

2/27/14: Book Fair Family and 

    Literacy Night (5-8pm) 

2/26-3/4/15: Book Fair 

Every Thursday: Run Club 

 

Dear Richmond Families, 
Happy New Year!!! We are now in our 5th month 
of school, and I have learned quite a few things 
being the PTA President. Here are a few: 
 
1. You cannot please everyone. If you try, 
everyone will end up being frustrated and no one 
wins. (This is a hard one for me!) 
 
2. Organization is the key! All of those “I will file 
these later” papers really do need to be filed as 
soon as you get them. Who knew? 
 
3. To delegate is to succeed. Jumping out of the “I 
can do it since no one else will” mindset not only 
keeps you (ME!) from an early burnout, but lets 
other people actually volunteer. 
 
4. Read and live by the book If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie, because it is a great reference when it 
comes to people wanting things from you and/or 
the PTA. If you give a group/vendor/organization a 
cookie, they will ask for milk. (Adjust this to the 
PTA and the people who want something because 
you are the PTA, and isn’t that your job?) 
 
5. It is considered unacceptable behavior to tackle 
people waiting in line after school to pick up their 
children to try to gain more volunteers. It is 
frowned upon. They say it is a bit aggressive. I say 
do what works. 
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6. Remember what it was like when you were trying to get your foot 
in the door to volunteer and make sure everyone is welcome. Take 
everyone you can and find a place for them. (I mean, really, if 
someone wants to make copies for 2 hours, why would you not let 
them do so? It is them or you. Take them up on it.) 
 
7. Ask questions. Sure, people see you as the leader and therefore 
you must know everything. Those silly people have obviously not 
met me if they think that. I ask questions on how to do things every 
day. To me that is what makes the position work. If I knew 
everything, I would not be a PTA President. I would be a Nobel Prize 
Winner and probably wouldn’t have time to volunteer. 
 
 
Though these are just a few things I have learned so far this year, 
the most important thing I have learned is this: You will have the 
time of your life working so closely with both the school and the 
parents. Seriously. Don’t be scared to step up and volunteer. You 
never know what you will learn and who will be the one to teach you. 
 
I was terrified to take on this position. Now? I haven’t looked back 
once and am thrilled they trusted me to do it. 
 
Are you up for a challenge, to help make a difference in your school? 
Email me and let me know how and when you can help. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Bethany Gianusso 
President, Richmond Street School PTA 
richmondstreetpta@gmail.com 
www.richmondstreet.org 
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Happy New Year!  As we return from Winter Break we are also 
winding up our 1st Semester of the 2014-15 School Year!  RSS 
teachers are continuing to monitor our students’ progress,  and will 
soon begin the task of completing our end of semester 
assessments.  After working all semester with our students, we now 
have a strong indication of their strengths and their areas of needs 
that we will be sharing with you via our pilot Standards-Based 
Report Card. 
What is the purpose of an elementary report card?  The 
purpose of our elementary report card is to communicate your child’s 
academic progress to date.  The report card is just another way of 
learning about your child’s progress in school.  Parent-Teacher 
conferences, which we held in November, along with reviewing 
samples of your child’s work, will add to your understanding of your 
child’s overall performance. 
When will report cards be sent home? Report Cards will be sent 
home on Friday, January 30th and Thursday, June 11th. (Our first 
semester ends on January 23 and our second semester actually ends 
on the last day of school.) Report cards will be sent home with 
students in an envelope. 
What’s new on the report card?  We have created a Standards-
based report card that reports your child’s progress in meeting the 
CA Standards and are not correlated to traditional letter grades.  The 
scores are: 4=Exemplary, 3=Proficient, 2=Approaching, and 
1=Below Standard.  
What is a good way to talk with my child about his/her report 
card?  Make talking with your child about the report card a positive, 
productive experience. Remember, the report card only reports a 
snapshot in time of your child’s progress – it does not determine 
your child’s entire future.  Balance your concerns with age 
appropriate encouragement and motivation.  Help your child set 
reasonable goals if improvement is needed. Find areas to praise and 
continue to support your child’s academic journey! 
 
We move forward together, 
Liz Ramirez 
Principal 
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The Reflections Arts Recognition Program is a national arts 
recognition and achievement program for students. Since 1969, 
over 10 million students across the nation have taken part in this 
popular PTA program. This year's theme is, "The world would 
be a better place if..."  
 
The PTA Reflections Program has invited all Reflections winners to 
an awards ceremony on January 30th. Winners will receive ribbons 
and gift certificates from our restaurant sponsors: California Pizza 
Kitchen, Islands, Corner Bakery, PF Changs, and Fridays!  
Other Students who entered Reflections will receive a Participant 
ribbon in early February. 

 Our Learning Garden is growing strong and 
the first harvest is right around the corner. 
The PTA was proud to sponsor the 
expansion of the Garden so that all 
students can participate in the learning 
aspects of planting, growth and nutrition. 
Please join us for the Garden Dedication on 
February 4th at 3pm. The Administrators 
as well as Mrs. Dickie Van Breene will be on 
hand to help dedicate the garden to the 

Richmond Street Students and to thank our 
generous parents and PTA for their support! 
 
Do you love to garden? Do you have some extra time to help with 
the maintenance of the garden? Please email Bethany Gianusso at 
richmondstreetpta@gmail.com. 
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PTA and The Ed Foundation 
 
In October the PTA members voted to join the Ed Foundation 
in helping to raise money and awareness of the needs of the 
students in our schools. Along with Center Street School, the 
Richmond Street School PTA pledged to match up to $15,000 
in contributions by RSS PTA members. The PTA and the Ed 
Foundation have pledged to use this money to help with 
funding new programs at Richmond! As of today: 
 
RSS PTA Members: 399 
Ed Foundation Donors that are also PTA Members: 158 
 
Have you given to Ed? Have you joined our PTA? Now is the 
time to really make your donations count, twice!!! Click on 
the links below to join the PTA and give to Ed! 
 
http://rsspta.myschoolcentral.com 
 
http://www.esedf.org 
 



 

 

6 THE PTA PERIODICAL January 2015 

6 

 

 
 
 

Ice Skating Fundraiser! 

Proceeds to benefit 5th Grade Classes of 
Center St. & Richmond St. Schools 

     
 
 

 
 Training Facility of the Los Angeles  

                                                                                               Kings  
 

JANUARY 31ST 2015 
7:15-9:45PM 

 

 $10.00 per person 
 
Dress for cold weather including 
long pants, socks, gloves, and a 
jacket. Helmets are 
recommended. 

 
 

Toyota Sports Center 
555 N. Nash St. El Segundo, CA 90245   

310-535-4400 
www.ToyotaSportsCenter.com 
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Mark your calendars!  The RSS Book Fair will take place 
February 26th through March 4th, 2015.  Our theme this year is 
Under the Sea.  This is a great opportunity for you and your 
kids to shop for great books while earning money, supplies 
and books for our school.  
 
Planning is underway now and we are always looking for 
volunteers to help out before, during and after the 
event.  Currently, we need a person to head our Book Fair 
raffle.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Caroline Dawes at carolinefromtexas@gmail.com 
 
Expect more information to come your way in January.  We are 
looking forward to a wonderful event! 
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FUN FRIDAYS 
returns in 2015! 

 
So do those chores, 
recycle cans, save 
your Christmas 
money and come 
enjoy a fun treat to 
kick off the 
weekends! 
 
Any questions? 
Contact us at 
RSSFunFridays@gmai

l.com 

Nominating 
Committee 

 
The PTA is looking for 5-
7 parents to be a part of 
our Nominating 
Committee. This 
committee helps recruit 

and shape the PTA Board. The committee 
talks to and looks for people who are 
interested in serving on the PTA for the 
2015-2016 school year. If you are 
interested in serving on the committee or 
on the PTA Board in any capacity, please 
email Bethany Gianusso at 
richmondstreeetpta@gmail.com   

PTA Honorary Service Awards 
Coming soon to Richmond is your 
opportunity to nominate your favorite 
volunteers!  Nomination forms will come 
out at the beginning of February.  If you 
are interested in serving on the committee 
please contact Casey Gruber: 
caseygruber@yahoo.com.  More to come! 



 

 

 

 
 

Richmond 
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615 Richmond Street 
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 Bethany Gianusso 
 
2nd VP-Programs 
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4th VP-Fundraising 
 Jen Stentstrom  
 
Recording Secretary 
 Kirstin Strickland 
 
Historian 
 Helen Jorna Weiss 
 
Auditor 
 Aparna Deodhar 
  
 

1st VP-Leadership 
 Lupita Henriquez 
 
3rd VP-Hospitality 
 Michele Wilkoff 
     
5th VP-Membership 
 Lorraine Edralin 
 
Financial Secretary 
 Sasha Taylor 
 
Treasurer 
 Nury Gomez 
 
Parliamentarian 
 Lauren Dismuke 
  

Richmond Runners Run Club 

The Richmond Runners meets every Thursday morning 
at 8am, 8:40am and 9am.  Thank you to all of the 
students who have made this new program an amazing 
success.  It is so wonderful to see so many smiling 
faces who are ready to run and walk before 
school.  Keep up the great work.  A huge thank you to 
all the parents who volunteer to pass out and check off 
butterflies as the kids are running.  For every 5 miles 
you run, you earn a new toe tag.  You may join at any 
time, come as often as you would like and run or walk 
as many laps as you want to that day.  36 students 
have already earned their first toe tag.  Keep up the 
great work!!!  Can’t wait to run with you soon! 
 
Thanks, 
Michele 
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PTA Executive Board Open Position 
2014-2015 

One of the things that makes our school so special and unique is the amazing 
volunteers that dedicate their time and talent to making a difference for children!  Our 
PTA has held nominations and elections for the new Executive Board for PTA for the 
2014-15 school year.  THANK YOU to those special people who have agreed to 
serve!   
But we still need more help! There are two positions still open that we need filled.   
 
• Teacher Appreciation Week Coordinator 
 
• Founder’s Day Tea - The person helps, along with representatives for all school 

sites, plan and execute the Founder’s Day Tea event. 
 
If you are interested in any of these positions you can contact Bethany Gianusso 
at richmondstreetpta@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you to complete our roster for the 2014-15 school 
year!  It takes a village… 
 
 


